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SEPTEMBER IN DETAIL 

MO�THLY MEETI�G 
     Our September monthly meeting will be on

Wednesday, September 9th from 7:00 PM to

9:00 PM at the Neville Public Museum.  This
month we have an open meeting so if you have

any show and tell items or some neat pictures or

slides that you have taken, bring them in.  Hope
to see you there! 

ASTROFEST 

     Astrofest is September 11-13.  If you haven't
sent in your registration form and you wish to

go-don't forget to take out that second mortgage

for the entrance fee. 

�EWSTAR MO�THLY MEETI�G 

     The monthly NEWSTAR meeting will be on

Wednesday, September 16th.  Call Don DeWitt
at 920-405-8534 if you are interested in going. 

BRA�T OBSERVATORY WEEKE�D 

     Brant observatory weekend is September
18-19.  Please see the related article on page 4

of this newsletter. 

 

PUBLIC STARGAZI�G WEEKE�D  

     Public stargazing weekend is Friday and Saturday,

September 25th and 26th. Please see  article on page 4
of this months newlsetter. 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME

MAT 
     We had another person join the club in August. 

Tom Sutter, 2519 N. McDonald Street.  Appleton, WI
54911.  Welcome to the club Tom! 

FOR SALE/WANT AD'S 
     For Sale-Meade 10" Starfinder Dobsonian
Telescope.  Accessories include: Orion 9x60

finderscope + original 6x30 Finderscope, Orion EZ

Finder.  Eyepieces include: 6mm, 10mm, 15mm
Lanthanum Long Eye Releif and Meade 9mm, 12mm,

25mm Multi-Coated Pieces.  Basic Set of Color

eyepiece filters (4), two carrying cases for all
accessories. 

     This is a complete setup and ready for new owner to

use.  It is in new condition as it was only used a few
times.  Our cost for all the above was a little over

$1300.00.  Sacrifice sell: $750.00  Call Peggy or Dave

Boncher at (920) 337-9220.

 

A LOOK AT OUR PAST 

�EBRASKA STAR PARTY 

     Sue, Tammy and I left for Nebraska on Friday. 
We got a late start so we only made it as far as

Sparta, Wisconsin where we camped overnight. 

     The next day proved to me more interesting. 
When we got to Murdo, South Dakota, we stopped

to fill up with gas and get a bite to eat.  Having the

air conditioning on in our van we did not realize
how hot it really was-104 degrees.  After filling up

with gas I went into our camper just to check

things out and I noticed one of our vents were
blown off!  And a whole bottle of after shave

that I had met on the Internet.  We spent almost a
week and a half with them, and we had a great time. 

This was the first time that they looked through a

telescope so you can imagine how much fun I had
showing them some of my favorite hobby. 

     I first showed them the Moon, which was at half

and I couldn’t get them away from the eyepiece. 
Lisa even had to call her daughter to come and see

too.  Then we all looked at Jupiter with it’s four

moons, which they liked also.  Next I said "Saturn
will be up later, would you like to wait for it?"  Well,

needless to say, we were up until 1:30 am to get a

good look which was worth the wait.  It was
beautiful, and to be the one to show these people for

the first time was a thrill for me.  We even got a
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opened up and spilled all over.  Well, at least after

being in the camper, we all smelled really, really

good.  So we went and got a camp site in Murdo,
where I fixed our vent with an old tarp and some

duct tape, while an incoming storm rumbled in the

distance. 
     Sunday night the skies were clear, but it was

still hot and humid.  I took advantage of the clear

skies and logged 11 Messier objects before the
mosquitoes got the best of me.  On Monday, still

no sign of Steve Mofle, who was supposed to be

there on Sunday.  Later we found out he had car
troubles and he never did make it to the star party. 

Monday after dinner there was an ice cream social

which helped take the edge off of the heat. 
     Only a couple mornings were the skies clear

enough to observe.  Jupiter and Saturn looked

beautiful on Wednesday morning.  The rest of the
week was cloudy, but we still made the best of it. 

We made some new friends, observed a little and

our daughter took in the field school that was held
each day, where she also made a friend and now

they email each other so I guess all was not lost. 

Heck, I even won a $50.00 door prize for some
computer software. 

-Steve Wicker 

SHARI�G ASTRO�OMY WITH �EW

FRIE�DS 

     Well, after our trip to Nebraska, we left for
South Carolina where we met some new friends

letter from them and in it, she said " I will never
again look at the sky in the same way".  To touch

someone in that way makes the hobby of astronomy

a great thing to share with new friends. 
-Steve Wicker 

CLUB PIC�IC A�D OBSERVI�G WITH

�EWSTAR 

     Something incredible happened on Saturday,

August 15th.  The sky’s were clear! For a club
picnic!! And observing at Parmentier

Observatory!!!  Boy, it doesn’t get much better than

that.  Unless… a city-wide power outage would have
occurred.  Oh well, three out of four isn’t too bad. 

     We had a great turnout for the picnic at Perkins

Park.  About 40 people came out as Steve Mofle
burned, I mean cooked burgers, brats and hot dogs. 

Steve Wicker’s booyah  also hit the spot as well as

the numerous other snacks and deserts that other
club members brought. 

     Al Collins, Tom Jorgenson and Tony Kroes

brought their telescopes along and gave us excellent
views of the Sun.  Tony’s 8" SCT showed several

sun spots in all their glory while Tom’s 10" SCT and

Hydrogen Alpha filter allowed us to look at some
really neat solar flares.  Al’s 4" had a unique blue

filter that gave interesting views of both sun spots in

the beginning and then solar flares later.  Tony also
used his telescopes computer to pick off a few other

daytime objects like Venus.

 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

A good time was had by all but the picnic broke up

kind of early as the sky’s were clear and there was
observing to do.  Next we ventured out to Ron

Parmentier’s observatory for an evening filled with

observing, observing and more observing. 
     About 35 people came out for views through Ron’s

30" classical Cassegrain and 6" Astrophysics refractor. 

Many also brought their own telescopes along, enjoying
the camaraderie of fellow amateurs in an evening of

casual observing.  My telescope's Sky Commander was

working beautifully and I had a great time showing
some old favorites to new members.  Tom Jorgenson

and Tony Kroes did a lot of work with Tom’s new

CCD camera.  Lasting all night, they kept going even
after Ron closed up the dome and headed for home. 

-Don DeWitt 

�ORTHWOODS STARFEST REVIEW 
     The 10th annual Northwoods Starfest (Aug. 21-23)

was another success.  This event is sponsored by the

Chippewa Valley Astronomical Society at Hobbs
Observatory near Fall Creek, WI.  The observatory is

part of the Beaver Creek Reserve about 15 miles east

of Eau Claire, WI.  The total attendance of 122 was
almost double that of last year.  Friday night was clear

but a little dewy.  Ron Parmentier turned in for the

night around 4 a.m. while George McCourt and myself
observed until about 5 a.m.  Over breakfast several

people talked about watching the sun rise at 6:30. 

     The observing session was excellent.  I counted over

and nebulae the best part for myself was the

views of the Eskimo Nebula, M1 and M42

without freezing to death. 
     It was while eating breakfast on Saturday

morning that we heard the first thunder of the

weekend.  A new record for dismantling Don
DeWitt's 18" telescope was set.  Thank you Don

for letting us borrow it.  After that we proceeded

to help others cover and take down any other
telescope that required it.  We may not have put

all the equipment in the correct places but they

were at least out of the rain. 
      The weekend talks consisted of the Vice

President of the host club explaining how to best

use your eye for observing deep sky objects.  All
listened very closely because he is an

optometrist.  One of his main points was how

under certain situations it is better to increase
the magnification for very faint objects.  The

point is that if you spread the object out over a

larger area of your retina then more information
can be sent to your brain.  George or I will be

happy to explain further at the September

meeting. 
     Saturday afternoon had a large attendance at

the afternoon paper sessions and evening lecture

because of the rain.  The afternoon topics
consisted of the improvements to the 24"

telescope at the Hobbs Observatory; slides of

the February eclipse; a tour by members of the
CVAS to Mt. Wilson, Mt. Palomar and the
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25 telescopes of all types on the softball field.  The

biggest attraction was a 6" Astrophysics refractor.  Its
view of Jupiter was very impressive.  After midnight

many people took turns watching a shadow and

satellite transit on Jupiter.  Saturn was also watched
closely throughout the second half of the night. 

     Around 2 a.m. the northern lights were visible and

would return for short stretches until sunrise.  This did
not interfere with the deep sky observing which got

better as the night progressed.  Along with the usual list

of galaxies 

Riverside Telescope Makers Convention and

about my involvement with the Moonlink

Project.  The evening talk was by a student from
UWEC who spent part of last winter on an

observing run in Chile studying super nova. 

     In all, the food was great, we had one very
good night, and an excellent lightning show on

Saturday evening.  I hope to see more of the

NPMAS at next years Northwoods Starfest
(Aug. 13 -15).  With the improvements to

Highway 29 this annual event is now only 3 1/2

hours away. 
-Gary Baier 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HAPPENINGS THIS MONTH 

BRA�T OBSERVATORY WEEKE�D 

     Every year, just as we invite the members 

of NEWSTAR up to Ron Parmentier’s observatory,
they invite us down to Dave Juckem and Monty

Montgomery’s observatory-the Brant Observatory. 

This year is no different.  The dates are Friday and
Saturday, September 18th and 19th. 

     Located about 6 miles north of Chilton, the Brant

Observatory houses a 5" Astrophysics refractor and an
8" Newtonian reflector.  There is also plenty of flat

grassy area for all of us to bring our scopes for an

evening of early autumn observing.  Dave and Monty
always host a great party with excellent sky’s that are

usually very clear and steady.  They usually have a bon

fire going for your convenience, but not to worry; the
Brant forest blocks the flames from the view of the

observing field. 

     Once again, the dates are Friday and Saturday,
September 18th and 19th.  Hope to see you there! 

-Don DeWitt 

PUBLIC STARGAZI�G WEEKE�D 
     Our club is once again sponsoring Public Stargazing

Weekend.  This event will be held on Friday and

Saturday, September 25th and 26th at the Wildlife
Sanctuary east of Danz Avenue from 7:30 PM to 10:00

PM. 

     What is involved with Public Stargazing Weekend? 
First off, we need all club members to be at the site by

6:30 PM or so to get set up and receive any last minute

changes.  Items that those attending need to bring
include a red and white flashlight, step stool for

telescopes and binoculars, and your knowledge and

enthusiasm for astronomy. 
     What if you don’t own a telescope?  Well, we will

still need your help.  Once again we will be having a

binocular workshop to help the public learn how to use
binoculars to observe the sky.  Also, we need people to

point out the various constellations as well as the

planets. 

If this doesn’t interest you, how about helping

with crowd control and directing people where
to go. 

     Those that have signed up to bring telescopes

or binoculars, you will be given your assigned
object at the September meeting.  I do ask that

you read a little about your object so you can

answer any questions the public may have. 
     The reason for assigning objects is that we do

not want the public to stand in long lines only to

view the same object in twelve different scopes. 
Objects will be given out by what is requested or

best viewed with your type of telescope. 

     Everyone attending should be aware that the
observing site where we set up is a field and past

experience has shown that this area can and

does get quite muddy in areas.  Also, there are
no bathroom facilities in the area, so please plan

accordingly. 

     In the event of cloudy weather on either
night, the observing will be canceled and no

other activities are planned.  Past experience has

shown poor attendance in the event of clouds. 
     If it is clear, plan on entertaining and

"wowing" many people with the sites of the

night sky.  Past sessions have seen upwards of
300 people.  Just like the meetings, pizza is

usually to follow. 

     As of this writing, PSA’s have been sent out
to the media.  However we need everyone to

take a few posters at our September meeting and

display them in high traffic areas. 
     If you would still like to help or need posters,

contact Don or Katrina DeWitt at 405-8534

after 5:00 PM.  Thanks in advance for all your
help! 

-Katrina DeWitt 

DUES AND

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

     It's time once again to collect money for your
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magazine subscriptions, dues and calendar

orders.  I won't take a bunch of space up asking

for money.  Included with your newsletter you
will have an itemized statement based on last

years orders.  Return ASAP!  The Treasurer
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