
FEBRUARY 14TH MONTHLY MEETING
Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

at the Neville Public Museum. This months talk is “The
Efficient Observer” given by club member Dan Sheber.
After the meeting everyone is invited to Happy Joes!

FEBRUARY 28TH NCRAL 2001 MEETING
Please join us at our next NCRAL 2001

convention planning/board meeting. It will start at 7:00
p.m. at Don and Katrina DeWitt’s home 1081 Raleigh
Street in Green Bay. Call Kat at 405-8534 if you need
directions.

We need volunteers to help out at the convention.
Please give us a hand!

We had three new memberships added to the
roster in January. The first one is Ty Westbrook:

Ty is a familiar figure to many of our members
as he has been around the club for about a year now.
Here is an introduction email he sent me: “The first time
I heard about the club was from Gary Baier at a
NEWSTAR meeting he attended. I've been interested in
astronomy since about age 10 when my school class
went to a small planetarium and I was hooked.”

“I got into naked eye astronomy at  around age
15. Later I got a pair of binoculars which I carried with
me on the road for about 6 years. I bought my first scope
( 4.5" reflector) in January of last year and sold it in
September to buy a 10" Mead equatorial reflector.”

“I just turned 36 this January 6th, I'm single and
I print for a living. I'm a member of the Fox Valleyaires,
a barbershop chorus in Appleton. I've gotten so much
from the club already I felt I ought to become a paid
member, aside from that I probably joined for the great
food. You guys know how to put out a spread!
Although I enjoy observing just about everything from
the sun and planets to clusters and nebulae, my primary
interest is in galaxies. I love finding them and observing
them.”

Our second new addition to the club is the Joe
Roberts family:

Joe also responded via email: “I found out about
the club when searching the net for clubs in the area. I
believe that it was a link from the club connected with
the Barlow Planetarium. I have had an interest in
learning more about astronomy but never acted it on it.
My wife gave me the Meade ETX90EC as a Christmas
present this year. So now I have no excuse.”

“I'm 59 years old and semi-retired. I currently
work as a school age teacher at Children's World
Learning Center in Ledgeview. I really enjoy working
with the kids, it's a big change from the business world.
My favorite activities are Lake Michigan fishing and
boating, and photography.”

“I would hope that I will be able to learn a lot
about astronomy and how to use my new telescope. I'm
waiting for the tripod for the ETX90 to arrive,
it's been on back order. So, I have now had an
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE – February
01 – First quarter moon
08 – Full moon (Largest of 2001)
11 – Zodiacal Light visible next two weeks
15 – Last quarter moon
22 – Venus at greatest brilliancy
23 – New moon
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opportunity to use it as yet. We recently went up north
for a long weekend and had hope to use it up
there. But, alas, it snowed all weekend.”

“I look forward to meeting you at the next club
meeting and to getting some advise on how to get the
best use out of my telescope.”

Our third new member is Tim Gehring.  I
emailed Tim several questions and here are his
responses:

“I found out about the club while doing some
research on telescopes on the Internet. I have been
interested in astronomy since my first view of the star
filled skies at our family's' cottage on Lake Huron.
While my interest in astronomy, until now, has been
pretty casual, I hope to develop this interest into a life
long hobby that I can pass on to my children.”

“Prior to joining the NPMAS, the only
astronomy equipment that I owned is what God has
given to me, my own eyes! Since joining NPMAS, I
have purchased a pair of Stellarvue 10x50 binoculars.
The binoculars will have to do for now, while I continue
my quest for a telescope that will:

• Work well in my backyard (moderate light
pollution).

• Show me good planetary/lunar views.

• Enable me to see some deep sky objects.

• Not require a special weight training
program or a lot of time in to get the scope
set-up and cooled down.

• Will not require constant maintenance.

• Will travel well with my wife, two kids
(under the age of three) and black lab.

• Will not cost as much as a small country!

Any ideas? Right now, I'm thinking about buying a 4
inch refractor. “

I turned 34 in January, and have been married for almost
ten years to my wife Beth. We currently have one child,
Emma who is just over two years old, and we are
expecting our second child in late May! We also have
two marine aquariums and a black Labrador Retriever
named Tarja, who will be three this May. “Other
than astronomy, I enjoy fishing, hunting, biking,
camping....anything outdoors! Right now I work as a
project manager for an environmental consulting firm
(RMT). However, in a week, I will be starting a new job
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at Pierce Manufacturing as their Environmental
Manager.”

“I hope to learn as much as possible about
astronomy from fellow members that have taken up the
hobby at an earlier age than myself. In time, I hope to be
able to help others (including my children) find their
way around the nighttime sky and enjoy some of the
spectacular views that the heavens have to offer. I also
hope to enjoy observing experiences with fellow
members and get advise on purchasing a telescope(s)
and accessories.

WELCOME TO THE CLUB

TY, JOE, AND TIM!

MONTHLY MEETING - JANUARY 10TH
We had an excellent group of forty-seven people

at last months club meeting at the museum. Regular club
business filled the first hour and Gary Baier shared his
expertise on “Choosing Filters” in the second. Gary
covered the advantages of using colored filters to
observe the planets as well as narrow and broad band
filters for deep sky observing. Great job Gary!

A LOOK BACK
AT JANUARY



Beth Sheber mentioned that she recently had
some photos published on the Internet at
www.picture.com Though they were not astronomy
related she encouraged NPMAS members to submit their
own photos for others to see.

CAMP U-NAH-LI-YA JAN. 26 - 28TH
by Wayne Kuhn

Sixteen adventurous souls gathered in the woods
of northeastern Wisconsin for a winter weekend
getaway.  My  Son Tyler and I arrived at camp Unie
around 5:30 PM on Friday - giving us just enough time
to pick out our accommodations before dinner was
served at 6:00 PM. Both of the cabins that were reserved
for the NPMAS group could sleep seventeen people, but
we decided to break up into two groups to avoid
crowding.

Tyler and I shared a cabin with Jeff, Mary, and
Stephanie Hermans and Mike, Fran and Melissa

Monfils. After dinner, we sat around the fireplace,
staring into the fire, making small talk and a few smores
for the kids. Some of the people from the other cabin
took advantage of the wood-burning sauna before calling
it a night.

The next morning started off with sunshine,
french toast and sausages. After breakfast everyone
decided to hit the sled hill, which my son termed as
“wicked”.  Some previous sledders had gouged large
potholes into the slope making it a very bouncy slide.
Katrina DeWitt had a small handheld wind gauge which
she held up while sledding down. She clocked her speed
at a whopping 35 MPH!

After lunch everyone split up to do their own
thing. Some took advantage of the numerous cross
country ski trails while others hiked. I heard that a mean
game of spoons broke out in the other cabin. Tyler voted
for ice skating out on the lake. I didn’t last long (those

PLANET WATCH   by David Klund

Mercury will still be low in the west-southwest around the first, fading fast
and will fall into the Sun’s glare by the end of the first week.  Look for it
below Venus and to the right of Fomalhaut.  Mercury will reach inferior
conjunction around the 12th.  As Mercury swings around to the morning sky
it will be too low for any viewing by the end of the month.
Venus will reach maximum brightness around the 21st of this month (–4.6) as
it starts to dip towards the sun’s inferno.  Did you know that Venus is bright
enough to see during the day, with a naked eye, if you know where to look?
Look for it around the end of January or February as the Moon swings by.
Place its proximity next to the moon, then go out the next day, and see if you
can find it.  Can you see it?

Earth is just cruising around its orbit traveling an averaging of 67,000 miles an hour.  If you have any
problem viewing this planet, hang onto your hat, and go outside plant your feet firmly on the ground and
look down.
Earth’s Moon: First Quarter Moon is on the 1st at 8:02 AM CST.  Moon reaches perigee (221,738 miles
from the Earth) on the 7th at 3:01 AM CST.  Full Moon is on the 8th at 1:12 AM CST.  Last Quarter Moon
is at 9:23 PM CST on the 14th.  Moon reaches apogee (252,483 miles from Earth), on the 20th at 3:39 PM
CST.  New Moon is at 2:21 AM CST on the 23rd.
Mars rises around midnight as it heads for opposition in June.  Mars will be shinning at a respectable 1.0
magnitude around the first of the month and brighten to a magnitude of 0.5 by the end of the month.  Look
for it in Libra around the first as it heads into Scorpius by the end of the month.
Jupiter shining at a respective -2.4, and fading, is an easily sighted object even with an unaided eye.  Look
for Jupiter and Saturn between Aldebaran, in the constellation Taurus and Pleiades (M45).  This will be the
last month for two decades that you will be able to fit both Saturn and Jupiter in the same field of view in a
pair of binoculars.
Saturn will be beaming at a magnitude of 0.1 and fading to 1.0 by months’ end, but still showing off its
southern hemisphere and rings in all their glory.
Uranus is heading for conjunction with the Sun on the 9th and will not be visible this month.
Neptune hit conjunction on Jan 26th and will be difficult to view towards the end of the month.
Pluto, located in the constellation Ophiuchus, will be visible for a few hours before dawn.  Pluto will move
closer to the Milky Way during the next few years making it more difficult to spot.



skates sure can hurt!) but Tyler and the Hermans family
played a friendly game of hockey.  Later on I set up my
ETX90EC telescope equipped with a solar filter and
gave about two dozen Preble students a view of the sun.

After dinner on Saturday we once again gathered
around the fireplace until it was time to set up our
telescopes for a little public observing session for the
Preble Choir group. Scopes were set up by myself, Mike
Monfils, Gerry Kocken, and Ray Nancoz. For about a
half hour each scope had a line fifteen deep. Students
were treated to views of Jupiter, Saturn, M42, M35, and
a few other celestial sights.

The next morning at breakfast we were given a
large round of applause by the Preble Choir for
providing the observing show.  We then hit the sled hill
one more time and found out that it had been used
extensively the night before by the Preble kids. It was
even faster and more bumpy then the previous day and a
few casualties (bumps and bruises) were incurred. Still
the younger members of our group couldn’t seem to get
enough to appease their sledding appetites.

One of the things I like about events like U-Nah-
Li-YA  weekend is the chance to experience new things.
We had about an hour before lunch so I took Tyler out
for his first try at cross country skiing.  We skied a very
short course that lead us back to the dining hall. It was a
rough start for my seven year old and at one point he
would have thrown his ski poles away had they not been
strung around his wrists.  At least now he has an idea of
what it is about, which is something we can build on
later should he decide to pursue it again.

After Sunday lunch we made one more sweep of
the cabins to make sure we didn’t leave anything behind.
We took a group photo and broke up to go our own
ways.  It appeared that everyone had a wonderful time
and enjoyed the weekend fully. Keeping up with Tyler
was not easy and I was looking forward to “rest” after
our mini vacation. If you have never gone to a “Unie”

weekend, give it a try next year. You won’t be sorry!

By David Klund
The big dipper hangs in the sky, low in the

northeast, with its handle pointing down.  By following a
line formed by the two pointer stars, Dubhe, or α(alpha)
UMa, Merak, or β(beta) UMa, for 20° to the northwest,
the observer can find Polaris (α Ursae Minoris), or the
North Star.  The stars of both the Little Dipper (Ursa
Minor) and the Big Dipper (as well as those of
Cassiopeia, Cephus, Cameopardalis, Lynx and Draco)
never set below the horizon for observers in the
midnorthern latitudes.  Instead, the stars of these
constellations, called circumpolar stars, appear to
revolve around the North Star through the year.  The
spring and summer months, when the big and Little
dippers are higher in the sky, are best for observing
objects such as galaxies and double stars.

Near the zenith this month is the constellation
Gemini the Twins.  This constellation is named for its
two brightest stars, Castor and Pollux.  In Greek legend
they were twin sons of Leda, fathered by Jupiter.  The
Arabs refer to themas Peacocks; while in the Hindus,
they are known as the Twin deites.

The Twins is one of the few times that the
fainter star Castor, or α (alpha) Geminorium, received
the alpha designation and the brighter star Pollux or β
(beta) Gem.  Castor is a beautiful double star that
observers can easily resolve, or separate, with a small
telescope.  The two stars are magnitude 2.0 and 2.8 and
slowly revolve around each other once every 477 years.
Pollux is about one-half magnitude brighter than Castor
and appears more yellowish.  About 5° southwest of
Pollux lays the bright magnitude 3.4 double star δ (delta)

COMET WATCH   by David Klund
C/1999 T1 (McNaught-Hartley) – should be a binocular object now, shining
at 7.8 magnitude and probably dimming to 9.0 magnitude by the end of
themonth.  Look for it, in the early morning hours, at the base of Hercules as it
travels up the east side of the keystone this month.
C/2000 W1 (Utsunomiya-Jones) – Presently in Scorpious, out of view for
awhile and will be dimming fast.  Time to take this one out of the books.

/2000 WM1 (LINEAR) Here is a comet with some possibilities.  The little fuzzball has a magnitude of
7.0 right now, but will brighten to a possible 5.0-4.0 magnitude range just in time for the holidays, later this
ear.  This means this could be the first naked-eye comet (not spectacular but naked eye) of the new

millennium.  The comet's perihelion date has been established to be around Jan of 2002.
here are other comets out there, but none brighter than 13th magnitude.  Assuming that the majority of the
copes are in the 8” range, I will leave these comets out, unless someone requests them.

NIGHT SKY FOR
FEBRUARY



Gem.  Observers with binoculars or small telescopes will
enjoy splitting this pair.

The westernmost star in Gemini is η (eta) Gem,
also known as Propus.  At a distance of 190 light years,
η (eta) Gem is a variable red giant with an average
magnitude of 3.3.  About 3° northwest of η (eta) Gem
lies M35 (NGC 2168) a beautiful open cluster containing
about 120 stars.

M35 is sometimes visible to the naked eye as a
hazy, faint patch.  Using a high-powered small
telescope, an observer can see NGC 2158-another small
cluster about ½° to the upper left of M35.  This is a very
dense cluster with about 40 stars crowded into a space
about 4 arc seconds across!  (Remember that there are 69
arc seconds in one arc minute and 60 arc minute in one
degree). While M35 and NGC 2158 appear to be close
neighbors, they are actually separated by the wide
expanse of space.  M35 is 2,200 light years away-near
the outer edge of our galaxy.  While NGC 2158 is
roughly 16,000 light years away, it is considered to be
one of the most remote of all known clusters.

CONGRESS PLANS TO

DOWNSIZE SOLAR SYSTEM
(AP) – Washington, DC. 107th Congress in an effort to
rectify the current stalemate of partisan, bi-partisan,
shmartisan politics with  President Bush over the
continuing NASA saga has made a dramatic
announcement in an effort to reduce the NASA budget; a
resolution was passed today to downsize the solar
system.  According to an unnamed source congressional
staffer, House Democrats felt there has been “too much
redundancy in the solar system” and that streamlining
the 4.5 billion year old planetary system is long overdue.
Such action would give NASA fewer places to go and
this would allow the agency to carry out its space
exploration goals within the funding profile that the

house proposed last summer.
 “Look we have three terrestrial planets,” said

Congressman Batsin Belfry (D, Del.)  “And only one of
them really works!  So why not get rid of the other two
and clean up the neighborhood?”  Most subcommittee
members felt that while downsizing was definitely in the
cards, eliminating both Mars and Venus was going too

far.  “We have too many international commitments to
Mars.”  Said Rush N. Hater (R, Calif.).  “So I think we
should keep Mars and dump Venus.  It’s too hot to live
on, and liberal Republicans keep using it as an example
of what global warming can do.  So from a warming and
practical point of view, Venus has got to go.

Also at risk is the planet Mercury that lacks
support because of its small size and poor visibility from
Earth.  “Who needs it?” asked Newt Onian (D, NC).
“Have you ever seen it?  We just don’t need useless
planets, and what about those asteroids?  If you’ve seen
one, you’ve seen them all.”  However, the downsizing
recommendations do not stop with the terrestrial planets.
The resolution on the table also calls for the reduction in
the number of gas giants, which contain most of the
planetary mass in the solar system.  Most subcommittee
members favor retaining Jupiter and Saturn, and
eliminating Uranus and Neptune.  “Jupiter employs the
most molecules, and Saturn has one of those pretty little
rings everyone likes.”  Said Congressman Rip U. Apart
(D, FLA.).  “On the other hand, Uranus has one of those
funny names and is just too confusing.  Neptune for
Goodness sake is just too far away.  So dump them
both.”
But the influential Wright I.M. Fornow from South
Carolina has publicly announced he will fight to
eliminate Saturn.  Fornow is especially miffed by
NASA’s success thus far in keeping Cassini. “Cassini
was a waste of taxpayer’s money.  If there ain’t no
Saturn then there wouldn’t be no Cassini,” he exclaimed



The subcommittee was unanimous in its views

towards Pluto which they deemed a moral misfit.  “Now
here’s a planet that we can definitely do without.”
Continued Fornow.  “A few years ago it was the furthest
planet from the sun.  Then it wasn’t, now it is.  It’s just
too confusing.  Now they tell me it’s really two planets
in one, it’s an asteroid and now it’s a planet again.  What
the heck is going on here?”

The resolution must now be presented to the
entire House, where it is expected to pass easily since
only a minority of Representatives has constituents on
the affected planets.  NASA Administrators have vowed
to resist any further reductions to the solar system,
saying that NASA has expended considerable effort to
make the planets more accessible, easier to view and
study.   Much of this work would be wasted if the solar
system would be downsized.”

Critics say, however, that reducing the number

of planets will not produce the expected savings to
taxpayers.  Textbooks, they note, would have to be
revised to reflect the new arrangement, and facilities
would need to be constructed to remove these planets.
The resolution is also likely to draw opposition from
religious groups who long have opposed the elimination
of any biblical planets.  Thus the matter is still
unresolved.

The solution will be given at this
months meeting!

ANTIQUE ASTRONOMY BOOKS FOR SALE

LUNAR PHOTOGRAPHS FROM APOLLOS 8, 10, 11
VF, ex-lib, b & w photos of the moons surface, color
photos of landing, 1971, NASA      $25.00

NAVIGATIONAL AND NAUTICAL ASTRONOMY
Some cover spotting, vg-, learn your position
From the stars, 1943, dutton      $10.00

ASTRONOMY WITH THE NAKED EYE
VG, learn the skies visually from serviss, canals on
mars, slight dampening on corner, 1908, serviss

     $25.00

ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYBODY
Astronomy for the simple folk, VG, dj good w/tears
1927, copy right 1902, simon newcomb      $20.00

ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYBODY
Astronomy for the simple folk, VG, no dj
1927, copy right 1902, simon newcomb      $15.00

ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYBODY
Astronomy for the simple folk, VG, no dj
1932, copy right 1902, simon newcomb      $10.00

CONTACT:
DAVE KLUND
(920) 499-6429
OR AT CLUB MEETING

Something Fun
Can you logically complete

the square?


