
 

 

WHAT’S UP 
IN JUNE 

JUNE 13 MONTHLY MEETING 
Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the Neville 
Public Museum. This month’s talk is a “The Moon” 
given by club president Katrina DeWitt. Then after the 
meeting we will go out for food and drink. Come and 
join us! 
 
JUNE 15-17 WISCONSIN OBSERVERS 
  WEEKEND 
 Hopefully you have made your reservation 
(deadline is June 1st) to attend the first warm-weather 
star party of the year.  Wisconsin Observers Weekend 
is put on by NEWSTAR, our sister club from the 
valley. It is held at Hartman Creek State Park near 
Waupaca and the beautiful Chain of Lakes area.  
 More information can be found in the May 
issue of The Eyepiece and by going to the NEWSTAR 
web site: www.new-star.org 
 
JUNE 22-23 POW WEEKEND 
 This is the second Parmentier Observing 
Weekend of the year. If there is any blue in the sky at 
all near sunset it will usually clear up. Take a chance 
and head on out to Ellisville to set up your scope or 
binoculars outside the observatory or join Ron and the 
“30 inch”.  
 You can call the observatory at (920) 845-
5626 if you want to check out the situation 
beforehand. 

 

A LOOK BACK 
AT MAY 

MONTHLY MEETING MAY 9 
We had a very good turnout of 37 people at the 

May meeting. Club business was discussed in the first 
hour and included the announcement that club president 
Katrina DeWitt was elected Chairperson of the 
NCRAL. Also three Messier observing certificates were 
awarded: Katrina DeWitt received certificate #1288, 
Tony Kroes received certificate #1844, and Ray 
Nancoz received certificate #1845. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL! 

The second hour had club member Jerry 
Schaefer talking about the physics of getting a payload 
off the Earth and the different launch vehicles currently 
available. He also touched on space travel and the 
leading theories on future propulsion systems. It was 
apparent the Jerry did a lot of research on the topic and 
he delivered it very well. GOOD JOB JERRY! 
 

POW WEEKEND MAY 25—28 
Fog made observing impossible on Friday but Saturday 
night showed some promise. Gerry Kocken and 
Wayne Kuhn set up their telescopes in anticipation of 
clear skies but only a couple of objects were observed 
before clouds won out. Several new members did get a 
short tour of the observatory given by Ron. 
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE - JUNE 
04 - Pluto at opposition 
06 – Full moon 
08—Venus at greatest elongation W (46 degrees) 
13—Mars at opposition 
14 – Last Quarter moon 
21 – Solstice 
21 – New moon 
21—Mars closest approach 
298– First Quarter moon 
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NEW MEMBER 
WELCOME MAT 

We had one addition to the club in May:  
Stephanie Frank, N7173 McKinley Road, Casco, WI 
54205   Phone: 920-845-5344    
Email: genptg@gbonline.com  
 I asked Stephanie to tell us about herself via 
email and here is her response: “I found out about 
NPMAS through the internet. I was searching for 
awhile on the Internet under local astronomy clubs. I 
wanted to join one really badly and I was worried I 
would not get that chance because they are all so far 
away. So I did a local search and I found a web page 
that had all the Wisconsin's Astronomy clubs and I 
decided to pick one.” 
 “My options were between one club in 
Sturgeon Bay or the one in Green Bay. And Since I 
knew Green Bay better than Sturgeon Bay I decided to 
join. In fact, I wanted to join last August of last year 
but busy after-school extracurricular activities became 
overwhelming so I decided not to join until my 
schedule calmed down a little bit. So now in May I 
thought, what better time of year than May. So here I 
am. “ 
 “I have been interested in astronomy for as 
long as I can remember. When I was a freshmen in 
High School I tried to read as many books about it as I 
could, either Astronomy or Space Exploration. 
Summer is when I had the most time to read about the 
stars. On some clear winter nights, when it was so still 
and so dark outside, I would pick out as many star 
constellations as I could. I live in a rural area in the 
outskirts of Luxemburg so on nights like that, the sky 
gets really beautiful. On some nights when there 
would be a celestial event I would take a pair of 
binoculars outside to look at the stars. I did all sorts of 
little stuff like that. Then every summer when my little 
cousin from Morecroft Wyoming would come out to 
visit my family for a week. I would take my little 
cousin stargazing.”  

“I think that the location of where I live, the 
rural dark areas of Northeast Wisconsin, helped in 
bringing out this interest of astronomy for me. There 
was something missing about all this enjoyment of 
stargazing. I had no one to share my interest with. 
There was no one to talk to when I would do these 
amateur stargazings by my self. Well, except for my 
self. (LOL) I guess you can only talk with yourself for 
so long until you feel lonely. So, that is also one of my 
reasons for joining this club.” 
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 “One other reason for joining the club was 
when, I went to Space Camp in Huntsville Alabama in  
March of 2000 I had an astronomy class there for one 
night. I enjoyed it extremely a lot and there are still so 
many questions I have that I wasn't able to get 
answered so that is another one of my objectives for 
joining this club.” 
 “In the hobby of Astronomy, my interests lie 
pretty general. I like all kinds of astronomy - radio 
astronomy, optical astronomy (using telescopes). Deep 
sky is very interesting to me. Planets also. I would 
have to say that the two planets that interest me the 
most in our solar system are Jupiter and Saturn. I 
admire the planet Jupiter for it's ungodly massive size 
and it's giant red spot, and Saturn interests me for it's 
light density and it's rings. My favorite deep sky object 
is the Horse Head Nebula. That just awes me a lot. I 
like to hear theories on deep space and how everything 
evolved in space, such as the Big Bang Theory. There 
is so much yet I want to learn and I feel so fortunate to 
find this place to learn as much as I can about 
Astronomy.”  
 

 “I probably have told you already two ideas that 
I hope to get out of my membership but another  
important thing I hope to get out of it is direction on 
where I want to go in my life. In the 17 years of my life, 
I really don't know myself yet. I don't know what I like 
and don't like, and I don't know how much I like of a 
particular hobby or not and that is yet another thing I 
hope to pursue in being part of NPMAS.” 
 “I think you already know that I am in High 
school, next school year I will be a senior. Scary isn't it. 
Really, it's scary. I wish I were a kid again. But I can't 
help that. I hate this part of growing up having to make 
these crucial decisions—they are really disturbing to 
me. As of now I still am looking for a job. I recently 
was working at a Law Office only during Tax 
Season as a secretarial assistant but now that Tax season 
is done I am not needed any more. I still work for the 
same people because I baby-sit for the children of the 
people that hired me. I find many ways to earn money.” 
 “I also have an interest in Aviation. Initially I 
planned to go to Aviation Challenge in Atwater, 
California but I had changed my mind when I decided to 
go to a camp this summer at the Daniel Webster college 

PLANET WATCH   by David Klund 

Mercury may be seen bright and early evening hours around the first of the 
 month, passes through inferior conjunction on the 16th. 

Venus will reach greatest western elongation on the 8th.  Venus can be seen 
 along with Pleiades and still shining brightly at –4.5. 

Earth:  Summer solstice is at 2:38 AM CDT. 
Earth’s Moon: Full Moon is on the 5th at 8:39 PM CDT.  Moon reaches 

 apogee (251,424 miles from Earth), on the 11th at 2:48 PM CDT.  Last 
 Quarter Moon is at 10:28 PM CDT on the 13th.  New Moon is at 6:58 AM 
 CDT on the 21st.  Moon reaches perigee (225,640 miles from the Earth) on 
 the 23rd at 12:19 PM CDT.  First Quarter Moon is on the 27th at 10:19 PM 
 CDT.   

Mars rises earlier each night as it heads for opposition in June.  Mars will be shinning at a respectable –
1.1 magnitude around the first of the month and brighten to a magnitude of –2.0 by the end of the month.  
Look for it as it slowly drifts west back into Scorpio.  
Jupiter passes through conjunction on the 25th and then reappears a morning object. 
Saturn will be reappearing as a morning object toward the middle of the month.  Look for it about 10°
below Pleiades. 
Uranus will be visible in the constellation of Capricorn, around 5.8 magnitude, watch for it in the early 
morning hours. 
Neptune will be on the opposite side of Capricorn, you will need a telescope for this one as it shines 
around 7.9 magnitude this month as it races towards opposition next month.  
Pluto, located in the constellation Ophiuchus, will reach opposition on the 4th this month.  Pluto will 
move closer to the Milky Way during the next few years making it more difficult to spot. 
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of Aviation. I hope to find out how much I can learn 
about aviation and see what parts of the field in 
aviation interests me.” 
 “I like a lot of Science Fiction movies as well 
as other types of movies. Sorry to say but I am not a 
Star Trek or Star Wars fan. Those TV programs or 
movies are too unrealistic for me. I recently got into 
the TV program the X-files. I am now obsessed with 
the show. I will stay up to 12:30 A.M. on Sundays to 
watch the reruns of the X-files. I fanaticize about 
someday going to Roswell New Mexico or some place 
in Arizona, or Southern California to go stargazing or 
visit the VLA at SETI. Or even go UFO spotting. 
Sounds crazy but it's a dream that I hope to fulfill. 
Some of my other favorite space/astronomy/science 
fiction movies are ID4 Independence Day, Contact, 
Armageddon, Apollo 13, and, of course, the X-files 
movie.” 
 Stephanie joined at our last club meeting and 
came out to Parmentier Observatory for the first time 
this past POW. 
 

 WELCOME TO THE CLUB! 
 

CORRECTION: Last month I reported on new 
members Jeff Clark & Jon Hastings but errantly 
misspelled Jon as “Jan”. Many apologies, Jon! 
 
 

 

FROM THE 
EDITOR 

 
PARMENTIER DETOUR 
 If you have gone out to the observatory this 
Spring you already know that a section of County AB  
and County F are closed to thru traffic. If you haven’t, 
here is how you get around it: Take Hwy. 29 out of 

Green Bay for about nine miles then take a left on 
County V (also known as Rendezvous Road). Go about 
two miles and take a right on Hill Road. Stay on Hill 
Road until it ends at Doell Road. Take a right and the 
observatory will be one farm down on the left side. If 
you hit Church Road you have gone about 500 feet too 
far. 
 The directions are similar for leaving Green 
Bay on County N, just turn right onto County V and 
then a left on Hill Road. The rest is the same as the 
above paragraph.  
 
CRIVITZ DETOUR 
 Dave Jorgenson has reported that County Hwy. 
W is closed for reconstruction. If you are going up to 
Dave’s place he suggests taking County Hwy. P (which 
is several miles South of Crivitz) instead. 
 As you are going North on Hwy 141 take a left 
on County Hwy P. You will travel about 7 miles West 
on P before it turns North and joins County Hwy W 
(past the construction). Take a left on W and follow 
until you get to Caldron Falls Road. Take a right onto 
Caldron Falls Road, go past Camp Bird and Fish 
Hatchery Road. After crossing a small bridge take an 
immediate right turn onto a dirt driveway. Strait ahead 
is Dave’s house and the cottages are on the left. 
 
MENTOR PROGRAM UPDATE 
 My first priority for June was to get this 
newsletter out on time. Now that that is done, I will be 
reviewing the list of prospective mentors we have and 
start implementing the program as soon as possible. I 
am still accepting names of both those who want to be a 
mentor and those who would like to have a mentor. 
 
Contact me at: 
waylin98@gbonline.com  

COMET WATCH   by David Klund 
 
C/2000 WM1 (LINEAR) This baby bombed last month.  It had good 
possibilities for these coming holidays, but blew a gasket.  There was a 
short burst and this comet disintegrated. 
C/2001 A2 (LINEAR) Here is a comet that has surprised everyone.  This 
comet should reach peak brightness of 10.0 magnitude mid-May.  
Reaching perihelion on the 24th some believe that it might not survive 
perihelion. 

There are other comets out there, but none brighter than 13th magnitude.  Assuming that the majority of 
the scopes are in the 8” range, I will leave these comets out, unless someone requests them. 
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BACK TO THE BASICS - 
MEASUREMENT OF TIME 

 Apparent Solar Time, Mean Solar Time, 
Standard Time, Sidereal and Local Mean Time, what 
the heck is all this??  You have probably heard them 
all before and have not taken much notice, but what do 
they mean?  Do they have any significance? 

Let’s start out by saying, “They all indicate 
how long it takes for the earth to rotate.”  By this I 
mean each one uses a different reference point for start 
and finish.  Now what do I mean by that?  Some use 
the sun as a reference point while others use a star. 

For instance, Apparent Solar Time is true 
sun time as the sun crosses the sky.  This is the time 
that is read by a sundial (see figure above).  If the real 
sun is right on our meridian, it is exactly 12 o’clock 
apparent solar time. 

Now Mean Solar Time is obtained when you 
take how long it takes for the earth to make one 
complete revolution around the sun and divide that 
equally into 365 days of equal length.  An imaginary 
sun known as the mean sun paces this averaged type of 
time.  The daily difference between the apparent solar 
time and mean solar time can range from 0 minutes up 
to a difference of 16 minutes. 

Both apparent and mean solar time are local 
times, either being about 4 minutes different for two 
locations about 50 miles apart (see figure on right).  
Mean time is used in astronomy, but is not practical 
for everyday use because every location has a different 
time.  It was not until 1884 that the people of the world 
got together and agreed on a worldwide standard of 
time.  This system divides the world into 24 standard 
time zones, each comprising an area of approximately
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15 degrees of longitude.  All places in a specific time 
zone keep the same standard time as the mean solar 
time of the central meridian of the time zone (see top 
figure on previous page).  The zero time zones are 
centered at Greenwich, England.  Zones to the west are 
plus 1 through 12; zones to the east are minus 1 
through 12.  The mainland of the United States has 
four time zones, plus 5, 6, 7, and 8 hours better known 
as Eastern, Central, Mountain, and Pacific Standard 
Time. 
 Daylight Savings Time you add 1 hour to 
standard time during the summer months.  
 Local Mean Time is mean solar time applied 
to our own area.  It is also referred to as Local Civil 
Time.  Local mean time is used in astronomy, while 
Standard Time is a useful man-made kind of time, but 
is useless for the exact location of sky objects.  Local 
mean time is calculated by applying a correction factor 
equal to 4 minutes for each degree you are away from 
the central meridian of your time zone. 
 Sidereal Time or star time is based on one 
rotation of the earth in relation to any star.  This is a 
sidereal day.  Like solar time, the sidereal day is 
divided into 24 hours, but the day is about 4 minutes 
shorter.  A simple explanation is shown by the 
adjacent figure.  Some particular point in the sky is 
needed as a zero point or zero hour.  For this, 
astronomers have selected the vernal equinox rather 
than a star.  However, the eastern edge of the great 
square in Pegasus is in line with the vernal equinox 
and supplies a convenient visual guide.  Whenever you 
see Pegasus on your meridian, it is 0-hour sidereal 
time. 
 A clock keeping sidereal time will run about 4 
minutes (3.94 minutes to be more precise) fast per day 
compared to a solar clock as the clock becomes in 
sync again during the autumnal equinox.  This small 
advance repeated night after night gives us a 
constantly changing parade of stars, night after night, 
month after month.  
 
Article submitted by David Klund 

 

ON THE 
HORIZON 

 
ASTROFEST 2001  - SEPTEMBER 13—16 
Taken from the Chicago Astronomical Society web page 
http://www.chicagoastro.org/aindex.html 
 You are cordially invited to Astrofest 2001. 
Astrofest will be held at the 130 acre Camp Shaw-Waw-
Nas-See 4-H camp near Kankakee, Illinois. Astrofest is 
a nationally recognized convention for observers and 
amateur telescope makers. The camp has a large field 
for observing and camping, a limited number of cabins, 
and a 250 seat dining hall. We offer a magnificent flea 
market, a great selection of commercial vendors, and 
catered meals served in the dining hall. 
 Astrofest is now a 3 day event. Activities will 
follow the same schedule as in the past (beginning 
Friday afternoon). Basic facilities such as cabin bunks, 
washrooms, and showers will be available Thursday. 
The dining hall will be open for use as a gathering place 
only. Box meals provided by us will be available, as in 
the past, and the NWS's Astrodog stand will be open 
Thursday.  
 Starting this year we plan to have a separate 
door prize drawing for children only. This is contingent 
upon vendors donating prizes specifically for children. 
Attendees will be able drive into Bourbonnais (about 15 
minutes away) and see a planetarium show at the 
Strickler Planetarium located at Olivet Nazarene 
University.  
 There are two possible ways to register for 
Astrofest: mail-in and on-site registration. We strongly 
recommend that you register by mail in order to save 
money. For those registering by mail, please consider 
the options on the mail-in registration form (ON NEXT 
PAGE) and choose those that fit your needs: attendance 
options; cabin bunk rental option; catered meals option; 
electric power option. Use the form to also let us know 
if you are coming as a vendor, entering a contest, or 
volunteering to help at Astrofest. Every year people do 
register on-site for a variety of reasons and pay the 
much higher entrance fee ($100 per adult).  
 For more information and a registration form, 
go to http://www.chicagoastro.org/aindex.html  
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
10mm Televue Radian eyepiece. 60 degree 
apparent field of view. Good eye relief. $ 
150.00 
 
8 inch Meade LX50 with wedge, deluxe 
field tripod, Telrad base, 8 x 50 finder scope, 
piggyback camera adapter, dewshield and 
kwik focus adapter. Includes 26mm Meade 
Super Plossl eyepiece. $ 1,095.00 
 
Contact Dan Ankeney at 337-0581. 

FOR SALE 

I am selling a 16 mm Nagler type 2 for $220, a 
12 mm Nagler type 2 for $210 and an Astro-
Physics 2x, 2 inch Barlow (older version, not 
the Barcon) for $110 
 
Contact Dan Wendelborn at 920-729-1295 
 


