
 

 

WHAT’S UP 
IN AUGUST 

AUGUST 8  MONTHLY MEETING 
 Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the 
Neville Public Museum. This months talk is 
“Mechanics of a Telescope” given by club members 
George McCourt and Steve Mofle. After the meeting 
we will go out for food and drink. Come and join us! 
 
AUGUST 11  CLUB PICNIC 
 This year’s 18th annual club picnic will be 
held at Lily Lake Park. The fun starts at 3:00 PM . 
Please bring your own meat and beverage and a dish to 
pass. The club will provide all dinnerware and 
condiments. The picnic will be discussed more in-
depth at the August club meeting. 
 This 150-acre park is a great fishing spot. The 
facilities include a boat ramp (electric motors only on 
the lake), a baseball diamond, a public shelter, trails, a 
picnic area, and playground equipment. A map 
showing its location is on page 5. Hope to see you 
there! 
 
AUGUST 11  PERSEID PARTY 
 After the Club Picnic everyone is invited out 
to Parmentier Observatory to watch the Perseid Meteor 
Shower. Suggested items to take along are a lawn 
chair, lounge or blanket,  plenty of clothing and 
perhaps a sleeping bag. The shower is best after 
midnight so something warm to drink might be in 
order. This could  
 

 
also be a great opportunity to scan the MilkyWay with 
binoculars! 
 
AUGUST 17—19 NORTHWOODS 
   STARFEST 
 At the time of this being printed there were a 
few spots left for the Northwoods Starfest held at the 
Hobbs Observatory in Eau Claire, WI. For more 
information refer to the article and registration form in 
last months newsletter. If you want to see if you can still 
sign up contact Gary Baier at 920-391-9654. 
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FOR SALE 
 

MEADE 10" f/10 LX5 Schmidt Cassegrain 
Telescope (not a goto scope) asking 
$700. Call Tom at (920) 721-5933 (work) or 
(920) 722-2829 (home) or email 
tjorgenson@new.rr.com for more details. 
 

A GLANCE OUTSIDE - AUGUST 
04 – Full moon 
12 – Last Quarter moon 
12 – Persaid Meteors Peak (100 per hour) 
15—Lunar occultation of Jupiter (3:45 PM) 
19 – New moon 
25– First Quarter moon 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo 
are available for $4.00 each. They are four 
inches long on all three sides. Inquire at the 
July meeting or contact Katrina De Witt at 
405-8534. Show your support for the NPMAS! 
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A SCOPIC VIEW 
BY DAN SHEBER 

BINOCULARS COMPAREDBINOCULARS COMPARED  
 Normally in "A Scopic View" I feature one or 
more Deep Sky objects. This time I’m trying 
something different. Recently I have been doing some 
binocular viewing to see how different objects can 
look when compared to a telescope. I then tried 
comparing various binoculars to see how different they 
looked. I happen to own 3 different 50mm binoculars: 
a 7 X 50, a 10 X 50, and a 20 x 50. 
 For those who are in the market for 50mm 
binoculars, this might be the article for you to read. I 
think my 10 X 50 is the only one with BAK-4 prisms 
because of how new they are. The 7 X 50 has a smaller 
field of view than the other two. I was looking at 
image quality more in this test than size of view. I was 
mainly observing all types of bright Messier objects 
from star clusters to galaxies, and the results varied a 
little per type of object. All of my observations were 
made at Ron's observatory on one night so that 
conditions wouldn't complicate my results. 
 When viewing Open Clusters, all of the larger 
clusters looked fine in the 7 x 50's, but smaller clusters 
such as M11 were unresolved, and looked like a little 
ball of haze. The 20 X 50's had more contrast and 
resolution of stars, but some sharpness of stars was 
lost. The 10 X 50's had some resolution on the small 
clusters, and still maintained sharpness. All three 
worked fine for large open clusters.  
 However for Globular Clusters, the 10 X 50's 
and 20 X 50's allowed me to see them better by size. 
Planetary nebulae also looked better in the 10 X 50's 
and 20 X 50's for bigger size to pick them out, and to 
see more detail. For galaxies, I also favored the higher 
power binoculars for contrast and detail. M31 was the 
only galaxy that looked fine in the 7 X 50's. For other 
nebulae, it was pretty much the same story - the higher 
power binoculars gave more contrast and detail. 
Again, on all of these objects, some sharpness was lost 
with the 20 X 50's. Maybe a better quality 20 X 50mm 
would work better, but then with galaxies and diffuse 
nebulae, sharpness didn't matter as much anyway. 
 My overall results for this test would be a 
binocular ranging from a 10 X 50mm to a 20 X 50mm. 
If I had a 12 X 50mm similar to my 10 X 50mm 
Scenix by Orion, I would call it the most ideal 
binocular for deep sky viewing. If you want to have 
20X for more power, I would suggest getting a 20 X 
60, a 20 X 70, or a 20 X 80 to get better sharpness and 
brightness. If anyone  
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should purchase the 12 X 50mm Scenix by Orion, I 
wouldn't mind taking a look through them.  
 

 

FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
 
A NEW HOME FOR THE TELESCOPEA NEW HOME FOR THE TELESCOPE  
By Anthony J. Kroes 
 It is nice when plans one has been working a 
long time on finally come to fruition.  Since I moved 
back to Green Bay in 1995, I have planned on owning 
my own house.  I knew it would be a while before I 
could actually do it, but I planned, and steered my life 
in that direction, knowing someday it would happen.  
It just always seemed like that day was not today.  Of 
course, every time you wake up, it’s today!   
 About 2 years ago I figured I had saved 
enough to at least start looking, so I hit the plans hard 
and in the Fall of 1999 started actively searching for a 

home. I thought my criteria were fairly simple: 
o Dark skies compared to city living, but close 

enough to drive to work  in less than 30 minutes 
o A price I can afford without spending the rest of 

my eating hot bowls of steam for supper 
o A little bit of a ‘fixer-upper’ so I can get more 

house for my money and do the work myself 
o Big enough to finally have some space to grow 

‘into’ instead of grow ‘out of’ 
o Land to play with for building a 

workshop/observatory/etc… 
 
 

How little did I know then that while each of these 
items individually are fairly easy to come by, taken 
together they are almost mutually exclusive! 
 

Four different realtors, over 30 inspection tours and 
walkthroughs, untold numbers of disappointing ‘drive-
bys’ a year and a half of my life, and a new septic 
system and well later, I am happy to say that things have 
finally come together! 
  

PLANET WATCH   by Wayne Kuhn 

Mercury is in superior conjunction with the Sun on the 5th. We will not be 
able to easily observe it again until late October. 
Venus remains low in the east-northeast during morning twilight, rising 
about 3 hours before the Sun. It is in conjunction with Jupiter on the 6th, 
appearing about 1.2 degrees to its south with Mu Gemini between the two 
planets. Venus shines at magnitude –4. 
Earth’s Moon: Full Moon is on the 4th at 12:56 AM CDT.  Moon reaches 
apogee (252,444 miles from Earth), on the 5th at 4:00 PM CDT.  Last 
Quarter Moon is at 2:53 PM CDT on the 12th.  New Moon is at 21:55 PM 
CDT on the 18th.  Moon reaches perigee (221,927 miles from the Earth) on 
the 19th at 1:00 AM CDT.  First Quarter Moon is on the 25th at 2:55 PM 
CDT.   

Mars is in Ophiuchus and low in the south-southwest at the end of evening twilight. It sets about 2.5 
hours later. It starts out the month at magnitude –1.5 and dims by months end to magnitude –1.1 
Jupiter is in Gemini, shining at magnitude -2.0,  and improves in visibility considerably this month in the 
predawn sky. By month’s end, Jupiter stands about 45 degrees above the eastern horizon at the beginning 
of morning twilight. Jupiter is in conjunction with Venus on the 6th. 
Saturn is in Taurus and rises near midnight. It stands about 35 degrees above the eastern horizon at the 
beginning of morning twilight and shines at magnitude –0.3.  
Uranus is in Capricornus and is at opposition with the Sun on August 15th. It is magnitude 5.7. 
Neptune will be on the opposite side of Capricorn, you will need a telescope for this one as it shines 
around 7.8 magnitude this month. 
Pluto located in the constellation Ophiuchus dimly placed at 14.0.  Pluto will move closer to the Milky 
Way during the next few years making it more difficult to spot. 
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On July 18th I closed on my new home.  It is a 4 
bedroom farmhouse built in the 1950’s and it has 10 
acres of land with it. 3 acres are grass, the rest is 
unplanted fields. The house needs a lot of updating, 
but it is sturdy and has a good foundation so is 
perfectly livable as is.  I’ll renovate it one room at a 
time!  It has an attached garage and a full height 
basement so I can really get some projects done (and 
there are a lot of them to do already!). 
 The land has 1 small old silo, a pair of larger 
40’ silos in great shape (can anyone say 
observatory?!?), and lots of room to spread out on.  
There is also an old barn foundation (no barn 
anymore) and some outbuildings. 
 The skies so far have been spectacular!  I got 
permission from the owners to go out to the land at 
night and do some ‘test astronomy’ before I actually 
bought it.  Spent a couple nights in the back field just 
seeing what was where.  Dan Sheber accompanied my 
on one outing and we looked over a few prospective 
sites for a permanent pier/observatory.  We also spied 
out where the local lighting was, and how best to avoid 
it.  Of course, I am currently my own worst offender, 
but my ‘farmyard light’ will soon be getting a shield 
AND a cutoff switch! 
 On the lighting side, the nice part is the 
location.  The house is about 8 miles SW of Pulaski, in 
the middle of nowhere.  I can see 3 houses well from 
mine at night.  Only one of those is actually a lighting 
issue.  The skyglow from Green Bay lights the SE sky, 
but no worse than out at the Parmentier Observatory.  
South has a bit of glow from 
Kaukauna/Neenah/Menasha, and while fairly wide, it 
is fairly low and the ecliptic is well above it. E is good, 
SW and W as well as straight overhead are just 
spectacularly black!  The NW and NE are great - the 
tiny little glows of Shawano and Pulaski are so low as 
to be insignificant.  I have yet to do a limiting 
magnitude estimate, but walking outside after just 
watching TV in a well lit room I could immediately 
pick out all 7 stars of the little dipper. 
 I plan to install a concrete pier out back in the 
next few weeks to start my new astronomy adventure.  
From there I will eventually build a small roll-off roof 
observatory (or dome, who knows?) around the pier.  
While silos may not make good observatories, mine 
will make a good control room/warm room with 
different levels for computers, sleeping quarters, and 
maybe a binocular observation deck at the top!  I plan 
on doing a test run for the observing deck with the 
smaller silo to test feasibility, cost, and effort. 
 I have lots of plans, but they will all take time  
(and money of course!).  It’s nice just to be able to 
walk out the front door and look up to see the Milky 

Way blazing away in all it’s glory!  The rest will come 
eventually.  There’s no rush, I plan on being here a 
while.  Star parties will be coming soon as I must break 
ground for the future obs and will share my dark skies 
with any that care to make the trip out to use them!  As 
it is with Ron’s Observatory, and Dave Jorgenson’s 
Crivitz site, there is a standing invitation to any club 
members to come out and observe (camp if you want), 
just let me know when you are coming! 
 

 

A LOOK BACK 
AT JULY 

MONTHLY MEETING JUNE 13 
 We had a very good turnout of 40 people for the 
June meeting. Club business was handled in the first 
hour and Katrina De Witt’s talk on “The Moon”  took 
up the second hour. Her slide presentation was very 
informative and entertaining. Good Job Kat! 
 

PARMENTIER WEEKEND REVISITED 
By Wayne Kuhn 
 I was out of town on Friday,  July 20th but I 
was told that several people went to the observatory 
only to be rained out. Popcorn and conversation still 
made for a good night out. 
 I made it out Saturday night which stated with a 
smeary sky , no breeze, extreme humidity and lots of 
mosquitoes . In fact it really wasn't enjoyable until a 
breeze kicked up around 11:00 which helped clear out 
the dew and made it fell cooler. In attendance were 
George McCourt, Gerry Kocken, Don DeWitt, Katrina 
DeWitt, Jacob DeWitt, Steve Mofle., Julie Holzer, Ray 
Nancoz, Ron Parmentier, and Gary Baier. Some of them 
did get some work done but I ended up just sitting, 
talking and enjoying a little conversation (as well as 
popcorn!). 
 

FOR SALE 
One 14mm Konig by Appogee for $30.00 
One Orion 2x Barlow (1.25") for $20.00 
 
The eyepeice has a 60-65 degree F.O.V. and 
does give good images. Both items are in 
brand-new condition. If nobody buys them by 
Sept., I’d like to have somebody take them to 
Astrofest. 
Dan Sheber - 468-0180 
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NEW MEMBER 
WELCOME MAT 

We had one new addition to our club in July: Connie 
Jagodzinski, 1332 S. Oakland Avenue, Apt. B2, 
Green Bay, WI 54304   Phone: 920-435-5807 
Email: ctaatc@aol.com 
 Connie joined as a family membership to 
include a friend from Florida that came to Green Bay 
to visit her. 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

26mm plossl eyepiece for $10.00 
Contact Wayne Kuhn at 920-468-0765 
Email: waylin98@gbonline.com 
 

DIRECTIONS TO LILY LAKE 
 
Take Hwy 41 to Bellevue, turn left on Hwy. 29 then turn right on Lily Lake Road. (There is a sign 
marking it). Go all the way down Lilly Lake Road until you see the entrance to the park on your left. 
Lilly Lake is 11 miles from Green Bay. 
 

During the visit they got the royal 
treatment from Ron Parmentier who showed 
them Parmentier observatory and views 
through his 30” telescope.  

Welcome to the club! 
 

Lily Lake 


