
 

WHAT’S UP 
IN FEBRUARY 

FEBRUARY 13 MONTHLY MEETING 
 Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at 
the Neville Public Museum for the monthly club 
meeting. This month’s talk is "The Strange & Untold 
Oddities of Astronomy" given by club member Jerry 
Schaefer. Happy Joe's to follow. 
 
FEBRUARY 27 BOARD MEETING 
 An NPMAS board/Astronomy Day meeting 
will be held Wednesday, February 23 at the DeWitt 
residence, 1081 Raleigh Street in Green Bay. All club 
members are welcome to attend. This meeting is for 
planning Astronomy Day events and discussing club 
issues.  
 If you need directions, please give Kat or 
Don a call at 920-405-8534. We really need your 
help in planning and manning our Astronomy Day 
activities. Astronomy Day is Saturday, April 20th. 
 
 
 

 
 

By Wayne Kuhn 
 Only one month has gone by and already our 
membership list has been updated. The changes are 
quite extensive due to the final tally of membership 
dues received and not received. If you would like an 
updated membership list please contact me. I can 
send you one by mail, email or you can pick one up 
at the next club meeting. 
 Club members Julie Mofle and Janice 
Francini are in charge of planning this year's 
Holiday Party to be held on December 14th, 2002. 
Currently it is being planned as a lunch and several 
sites are under consideration. Please contact them if 
you have any suggestions: 
 
   Julie Mofle    phone: 920-866-3523 
     email:  juliemofle@gbonline.com 
   Janice Francini  phone: 920-338-8504 
     email:  dfrancini@pollycello.com 
 
If you haven’t seen the new club web site yet you’ll 
be really amazed at the changes. Tony Kroes and 
Don DeWitt have worked very hard to update and 
improve it. I think they did an A-1 job. Check it out 
next time you are surfing the net. 
  www.npmas.com
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE - February 
04 - Last Quarter moon 
12 - New moon 
20 - First Quarter moon 
20 - Lunar Occultation of Saturn* 
        * disappearance at 7:05 PM 
        * reappearance at 8:15 PM  
21 - Mercury at greatest elongation West (27 deg) 
27 - Full moon (largest of 2002) 
 

 

FROM THE 
EDITOR  



 

If you have questions or need help, here’s who to call: 
 
ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY:   SM 
AUTOSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   WK 
BINOCULARS:   KD, WK 
CCD IMAGING:   TK 
CONSTELLATONS:   SM, WK 
DEEPSKY OBJECTS:   SM, TK 
DIGITAL SETTING CIRCLES:   DD 
DDBSONIAN TELESCOPES:   DD, SM 
DOUBLE STARS:   KD 
LX200 COMPUTER SYSTEMS: TK 
SCHMIDT-CASSEGRAIN TELESCOPES: TK, WK 
REFRACTOR TELESCOPES:   SM 
NEWTONIAN TELESCOPES:   SM 
NEXSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   TJ 
PLANET OBSERVING:   KD, SM, TJ 
SOLAR OBSERVING:   KD, TJ 
STAR HOPPING:   SM, WK 
 

LEGEND 
 
DD - Don DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / ddewitt@venomtech.com 
KD - Kat. DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / kdewitt@venomtech.com 
SM - Steve Mofle / 920-866-3523 / moflephoto@gbonline.com 
TJ - Tom Jorganson / 920-722-2829 / tjorgenson@new.rr.com 
TK= Tony Kroes / 920-822-4959 / akroes@venomtech.com 
WK - Wayne Kuhn / 920-468-0765 / waylin98@gbonline.com 

 

 

PARMENTIER OBSERVATORY 
 

 Observatory Phone:  920-845-5626 
 Ron’s Home Phone:  920-336-5878 
 Ron’s Mobile Phone:    920-609-3858 
 

CRIVITZ OBSERVING SITE 
 

Dave &  Carol Jorgenson 
N8764 Caldron Falls Rd.,  Crivitz, WI 54114 

Phone: 715-757-3296   Email: djcycles@cybrzn.com 

CLUB TELESCOPES 
 

All club members are eligible to use the club telescopes. To make 
arrangements, contact: 
 
10” DOBSONIAN - Ray Nancoz, 3446 Big Creek Road, Sturgeon 
Bay, WI 54235   Phone: 920-746-0428 
Email: rayn@itol.com 
 
8” TRIPLE AXIS - Ron Parmentier, 161 Rosemont Dr., Green Bay, 
WI 54301   Phone: 920-336-5878 

 

The Monthly Publication of the 
Neville Public Museum Astronomical 

Society 
 

The Eyepiece is mailed directly to each member who 
requests it as a benefit of membership. Please submit 
comments, articles, and other material to: 
 

Editor 
Wayne Kuhn  - (920) 468-0765 

2142 Spring Creek Circle, Green Bay, WI 54311 
Email – waylin98@gbonline.com 

 
Written and graphic material from this publication may be 
reprinted only for non-profit use, provided credit is given to 
the writer(s). and The Eyepiece. Any other use of material is 
subject to the express permission of the author or the editor. 
 

NPMAS WEB PAGE:   www.npmas.com 
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OFFICERS AND 

BOARD 
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PRESIDENT 
Don DeWitt 

1081 Raleigh Street 
Green Bay, WI 54304 
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ddewitt@venomtech.com 
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Raymond Nancoz 

3446 Big Creek Road 
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2431 N. New Franken Rd. 
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Katrina DeWitt 
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Gerry Kocken 
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Tony Kroes 
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CLUB PATCHES, VIDEOS & BOOKS 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo are available for $4.00 
each. They are four inches long on all sides. Also there is a small 
selection of video tapes and books available to load to club members at 
no cost. Please contact Dick Francini at: 
Phone: 920-338-8504     email: dfrancini@pollycello.com 



By Gerry Kocken 
 Astronomy Day is fast approaching. We will 
be setting up on Friday night and Saturday morning 
at the museum. We will be having public viewing on  
Saturday night at the Wildlife Sanctuary on Danz 
Ave. We are looking for volunteers to help. The 
following is a list of planned activities with the chair 
for each event: 
 
Moon Jumping   Dick Francini 
Telescope Making  Ray Nancoz 
CCD Imaging   Tony Kroes 
Binoculars/Telescopes  Gerry Kocken 
Weather 
NPMAS Club   Ron Parmentier 
Solar System   Katrina DeWitt 

Rocket Launching  Wagner Family 
 
 
Light Pollution Display Gary Baier 
Crater Making   Janice Francini 
Kids Room 
Meteors/Books   Ted Kordes 
Sky Publishing/Astronomy League Wayne Kuhn 
Club Astronomy Photo Display 
2002 Astronomy Upcoming Events 
Photography   Don DeWitt 
Advertisement   Steve Mofle/Neville Public  
   Museum  
Signage   Gerry Kocken 
 
 As you can see, we have some openings for 
volunteers. We also need general help for set up, take 
down, help in monitoring with the displays and 
answering questions. We also have the night public 
viewing. Let’s make this Astronomy Day the best 
ever. Please volunteer to help and make this club 
activity successful. 
 
If you would like to help, please contact Gerry at 
920-336-8594, email: gerryk@kockenwi.com 

ASTRONOMY DAY 
APRIL 20TH 

PLANET WATCH   by Wayne Kuhn 

Mercury reaches greatest elongation west (27 degrees) on February 21st. It 
is not easily seen until midmonth after it has risen in the morning twilight 
and becomes brighter. In this poor apparition for northern observers, 
Mercury rises only about an hour before the Sun and is visible only with 
difficulty very low in the east-southeast near midmonth. It is lost in twilight 
before the month’s end.  
Venus is not easily observable this month due to being in superior 
conjunction with the sun last month. 
Earth is be-bopping around the Sun at a measly 70,000 miles per hour. 
Earth’s Moon: Last Quarter Moon is at 8:33 AM CST on the 4th.  New 
Moon is at 2:41 AM CST on the 12th. Moon reaches apogee (252,502 miles 
from Earth), on the 14th at 5:00 PM CST.  First Quarter Moon is on the 
20th at 7:02 AM CST.  Full Moon is on the 27th at 4:17 AM CST.  Moon 
reaches perigee (221,765 miles from the Earth) on the 27th at 3:00 PM CST.  

Mars moves from Pisces to Aries late in the month. It stands about 30 degrees high in the westsouthwest 
at the end of evening twilight and sets in late evening. It apparent size shrinks to 5” and shines at 
magnitude 1.1. 
Jupiter is in Gemini, stands about 60 degrees high in the southeast at the end of evening twilight and sets 
in the northwest about 1 hour before the beginning of morning twilight. Jupiter’s apparent size is 44” and 
shines at a brilliant –2.6 magnitude.    
Saturn, in Taurus, is stationary on February 8th and returns to direct (eastward) motion. It is near the 
meridian at the end of evening twilight and sets near 2 AM. It has an apparent size of 19” and shines at 
0.0 magnitude. Saturn is occulted by the Moon on February 21. 
 



 
 

Last month we introduced six new members, 
one of which was Ryan Hibbard of Green Bay. I 
received this email from him after that issue went to 
print: 
  “Yes, I did join in August, but my wife and I 
recently had a baby and I haven't made all of the 
meetings. I am 28 years old. I am currently a science 
teacher at Bay Port High School, where I teach two 
different freshman science courses and, new this 
year, a one semester Astronomy course for juniors 
and seniors. This first crack at it has been a bit shaky 
to say the least, but things are beginning to fall into 
place for the course. I guess it can only get better.” 
 “I have been interested in astronomy for as 
long as I can remember. When I was a kid, on clear 
summer nights, looking up (from a remote lake in 
Park Falls) and having my mom show me the Milky 
Way, was probably my biggest boost of interest in 
Astronomy.” 
 “I found out about your organization on the 
internet, this summer, while I was doing research for 
my course. I was very excited to discover a group 
right here in GB!” 
 “I own a very small pair of binoculars! 
Through the school, I use a couple of small 
telescopes and have recently ordered the Meade 
ETX-90EC to use with my classes. I am hoping to get 
it soon to start practicing with it! Being a teacher of 
an introductory Astronomy course, I'm interested in 
all of it! When I think about shopping for a good 
telescope for my personal use, I find that I can't 
decide between planet viewing and Deep Sky Object 
viewing. I guess I would like to start searching for 
more deep sky objects, as they are very challenging 
to find, or so I hear.” 
 “I'm hoping to get more experience in the 
topic of astronomy through my membership. In 
addition, I am hoping to stay current in astronomy 
topics and news items. On my school e-mail, I am 
currently receiving e-mail from an astronomy news 
site which gives me the most up-to-date info on 
astronomy news as well as recent photos and 
illustrations of various items. With this, I pull out the 
more interesting ones, paste them, with any pictures, 
to a Power Point Presentation. This PP presentation I 
allow to scroll through on my classroom TV to give 
my students a chance to see these news items as they 
come available.” 

 “I hope that's enough info about me. I look 
forward to the meetings and I hope to make it to more 
of them in the future. With my wife teaching ballet at 
night, however, I do end up with my son (6 months) 
during some of the scheduled meeting times. I'll keep 
my fingers crossed! 
 

 

A LOOK BACK 
AT JANUARY 

 
MONTHLY MEETING JANUARY 9 
 A good crowd of 39 people showed up for 
the January club meeting. Club business was done in 
the first hour and included the presentation of two 
observing club awards. Ray Nancoz was presented 
the Deep Sky Binocular certificate #129 and Katrina 
DeWitt was presented the Master Observers 
certificate #7. Congratulations Ray and Kat! 
 Gary Baier presented his talk on “Light 
Pollution” in the second hour. Gary used data 
collected by his East High School students to show 
the effects of light pollution in and around the Green 
Bay area. Good job Gary! Our regular stop at Happy 
Joes for food and drink followed the meeting. 
 
BOARD MEETING  JANUARY 16 
 Eleven NPMAS club members gathered 
around a very large granite table to discuss club 
issues. Host Gerry Kocken showed some wonderful 
architectural drawings he drew for a roll-off roof 
observatory for Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya. If the camp has 
the funding this project might start this spring. This 
same observatory design might be used for a 
permanent solar observatory at the Wildlife 
Sanctuary here in Green Bay. This project would 
provide our club with a wonderful venue for public 
observing. Besides the observatory there would be a 
large warming room and outside deck. 
 Gerry also had drawings of the woodland 
building at the Wildlife Sanctuary. We have been 
asked by Ty Boman to present ideas for a star display 
on the ceiling of one of the rooms there. Current 
thought is to display the most popular constellations 
of the four seasons using plywood. Small holes 
drilled in to the plywood and a light source above it 
would produce the “stars”.  
 Planning for Astronomy Day also began with 
discussion of what activities and exhibits should be 
chosen this year. The next planning meeting will be 
held Wednesday, February 27 at Don & Katrina 
DeWitt’s house.  

 

NEW MEMBER 
WELCOME MAT 



 If you have any advice on these projects or if 
you would like to get more involved, please come to 
the next planning meeting or call Don DeWitt at 920-
405-8534. 
CAMP U-NIE REVIEW FROM CABIN 11  
by Don DeWitt  
 I decided to take a 1/2 Day of vacation on 
Friday so we could leave Green Bay on the early 
side. Katrina was going to ride up with Jill Last and 
I was going to go with George McCourt. Well, since 
there wasn't much in the way of snow and the 
weather called for clouds most of the weekend, we 
decided that if we packed it just right, and one of us 
pushed, George's "Grizwald Mobile" could in fact 
make the journey up to camp. It was Jill's "first time" 
in the Grizwald but she survived the experience 
unscathed.  
 We got to camp around 3:00 pm and the 
temp inside the cabin was a balmy 43 degrees. One of 
the furnaces was not working and the other was set 
really low. We quickly unpacked the car and while 
George and the girls went off exploring our options 
for a warmer cabin, I proceeded to make a fire.  
 Soon Ray Nancoz, Gerry and Gene 
Kocken, and Steve and Julie Mofle arrived. With a 
fire now roaring and some people with hot air 
breathing, the cabin was finally starting to warm up a 
bit. Dick Francini arrived and proceeded to set up in 
the other cabin. Soon the Wagner family arrived as 
well and also set up in the second cabin.  
 Jill, Katrina, Steve and myself proceeded to 
start playing a game that Jill brought along called 
Talisman. It is similar to the game Dungeons and 

Dragons but it is played on a board and you don't 
need a bunch of books to know what is going on. The 
next thing we knew it was time for dinner, so we 
suspended play momentarily while we went to fill 
our tummies.  
 After dinner, we resumed play of the game 
and soon Steve's character was killed off. Ray then 
sat down and joined in the game. The game finally 
ended somewhere between 12:00 and 1:00 am six 
hours later. Jill ended up being the winner.  
 During that time, there was lively discussion 
from the rest of the group around the camp fire. 
Gerry Kocken and Steve Mofle actually went 
observing as the skies cleared up. I think George also 
joined them but my mind was on the game so I wasn't 
paying too much attention to them.  
 Of course there was the Sauna and that is 
where Gerry and Steve went after they were done 
observing. George and myself went after the game 
was done so it was a nice early evening when I 
finally got to bed around 2:00 am.  
 We arose the next morning to a severe case 
of gas, courtesy of George. Or so we thought. It was 
actually Gerry Kocken with a remote controlled "fart 
machine". He obviously has used it before as he 
timed everything perfectly between the laughs and 
guffaws of the rest of the cabin.  
 With breakfast out of the way, it was back to 
the cabin for a very relaxing morning back. I 
proceeded to take a nap. I think I opened my eyes 
once and saw Jill and Katrina up against a wall doing 
some sort of yoga technique. The rest of the crew 
assembled around the great fire started the day  

Andy Wagner uses a rope bridge to cross a frozen stream at Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 
Photo courtesy of Don DeWitt 



 
On the evening of February 20, 2002 the moon will occult Saturn.  At 6:14PM CST the planet will 
disappear behind the moon’s dark limb.  At this time the moon will be 55% illuminated and 65 degrees 
above the southern horizon, 50 minutes after sunset.  At 7:10PM CST it will reappear on the moon’s 
bright limb, so no waiting for the wee hours of the morning for this one.  Check out this event with your 
binoculars or telescope.  Or, if you’re up for a challenge you can try and spot Saturn’s A ring after the 
planet’s body has past behind the Moon’s limb as described on  IOTA’s web page at this location: 
http://www.lunar-occultations.com/iota/0221ring.htm.  SUBMITTED BY RAY NANCOZ 
 



earlier. It was kind of like the Olympic torch, lit with 
one match and kept alive all weekend long.  
 Unfortunately for Gerry, he became ill. So ill 
in fact that he and Gene packed up and went home so 
he could recover in peace and quiet. Yuck! The 
afternoon saw the start of another game of Talisman. 
Again this went on for another six hours or so. Again 
Jill was the winner. Hmmm, Jill's game and Jill won 
both times. Curious.  
 Anyway, after the game was done, we felt 
like going for a walk and ended up at the Doze Inn. 
As always, we ended up playing a few games of darts 
and shooting some pool while whetting our whistles 
with a favorite adult beverage. When it came time to 
close up the establishment, we left for our walk back. 
The sky was crystal clear so we let Jill, with her vast 
knowledge of Orion's anatomy lead us south, back to 
the cabin.  
 Sunday was a nice lazy day as well, as we 
packed up most of our stuff early and proceeded to 
veg-out by the fire. George, Katrina and myself 
toured the camp, checking out all the other cabins to 
see if there were any that are big enough to hold more 
people. We found a very nice, newly updated one 
complete with its own bathrooms, separate sleeping 
quarters, and kitchen. It holds up to 32 people. I think 
I know where we may be staying next year.  
 All in all it was a good time and I think 
everyone enjoyed themselves. I know I am looking 
forward to next year very much! 
 

MESSIER MARATHON MARCH 16 
By Mike Monfils 
 Mark your calendars and dust off your 
eyepieces. Our first scheduled group observing 
session of the year, the 14th annual Messier 
Marathon, will be held at Neshota Park on March 
16th. The shelter doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
 The Messier Marathon is a dusk to dawn 
observing party in which it is possible to see all 109 
Messier objects, which consist of galaxies, nebula, 
and star clusters.  
 All members of the NPMAS, Door Peninsula 
Astronomical Society and NewStar are invited.  It is 
a “potluck” party and everyone is encouraged to 
bring your favorite dish to pass.  If any other clubs 
wish to attend please contact Don DeWitt at 920-405-
8534. 
 You don’t need to own a telescope or stay all 
night to come to the Messier Marathon. In fact, new 
people are encouraged to come and check out the 
variety of telescopes and eyepieces that will be on 
site.  We will have the club’s 10” Dobsonian 
telescope for you to use.  
 If you are going to observe in a marathon 
fashion, you should be ready to observe by 6:15 to 
6:30 pm. The NPMAS will provide an observing 
form for your use.  
 Stay tuned to next month’s newsletter for 
another reminder, rules, and a map to the park. 
Remember, this is a party. Come out even if it is 
cloudy. The date once again: March 16 at Neshota 
Park. 
 

FOR SALE 
 
5-inch f15 D&G Refractor Objective in 
aluminum cell. Includes: 
*homemade tube and focuser in wood case 
*homemade aluminum German equatorial      
mount with Optic Craft clock drive 
*homemade oak (rock steady) tripod 
 
Asking $695 (original price of objective 
purchased in 1995) 
Tested but not used, was purchased by the 
Popular Astronomy Club for a planned 
permanent observatory that was 
subsequently replaced by our present mobile 
unit. 
Contact Paul Castle 309-786-6119. 
prc29@aol.com 
 

 

ON THE 
HORIZON 

FOR SALE 
 
Want to expand your collection of Sky and 
Telescope magazines? I am selling my entire 
collection! Starting with January 1970 to 
December 2001. Price is $3.00 a year. First 
come, first served. Note, I am missing the 
May 1974 issue. All in good to great shape. 
They gotta go! If interested, contact Katrina 
DeWitt at kdewitt@venomtech.com or call 
920-405-8534. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CAMP U-NAH-LI-YA 
PICTURES 

Cabin #11 – Room for 18 and plenty of gear. Pictured are Ray Nancoz and Jill Last 

 
 

Cabin #12 
 

Pictured from 
left to right are 

 
Andy Wagner 

 
Tyler Kuhn 

 
Wayne Kuhn 

 
Shari Wagner 

 
Karlie Wagner 

 



 
 
 

 
 Karlie Wagner was the first to cross the frozen stream using the rope bridge. 

Cabin #2 
 

This could 
possibly be 
where we 
stay next 
year. This 

picture is of 
the huge 
common 

room with 
kitchen. In 

the back you 
can see the 
entrance to 
one of four 

sleeping 
large 

bedrooms 
with bunk 

beds aplenty! 


