
WHAT’S UP 
IN JUNE 

 
MAY 31-JUNE 1 LUNAR OBSERVING 
By Don DeWitt 
 We will be holding Lunar observing sessions 
at the Neville Museum starting the weekend of May 
31-June 1. Basically, we will be going after the 
Astronomical League's Lunar Observing Program as 
a group.  
 Our goal is to get a bunch of people together 
that are interested in working on this activity and try 
to observe at the Museum every weekend in June, 
hopefully finishing by the last weekend. I will collect 
your observations to turn them in to our observing 
coordinator.  
 Of course the main reason we are doing this 
is so club members can spend some good quality time 
together and really look at the Moon. Most times we 
get together to observe, it is for the planets or deep 
sky objects. The Moon is that "thing" that usually 
cuts an observing session too short, or we have to 
wait for it to set to "get serious observing in." Well, 
the Moon has quite a bit to offer and since it is 
usually cloudy on New Moon weekends and clear on 
Full Moon weekends, why not give it a shot.  
 For certificate numbering, I plan on writing a 
number on your form as you turn it into me-1, 2, 3, 
etc.... This will be the order we will turn in to the 
League for the awarding of the certificates. Hopefully 
we will have a large group of people working on this 
program so we can turn in a bunch of names from the  
 

NPMAS.  
 If you would like more information about the 
Lunar Club, please go to: 
http://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs/lunar/lunar1.
html for the official rules and observing form. It is 
important that those of you who are online print the 
form and bring it along with you as I will have 
limited extra copies available. 
 Again, the first weekend is the May 31-June 
1 weekend. This one was rather challenging to try to 
schedule as the Moon is in the Last Quarter phase 
and does not rise until the midnight to 2 AM range 
over the weekend. So the suggestion we have is to 
meet at the Museum whenever you feel like it after 
3:00 AM on Friday night (Saturday morning) and 
again on Saturday night (Sunday morning). Please 
send me an e-mail letting me know when you think 
you might show up as it is challenging for some to 
get up that early in the morning.  
 This program involves using your eyes, 
binoculars and a telescope but don't worry if you 
don't own a telescope-there will be plenty of them 
there for you to "borrow" for your required 
observations. Please let me know if you have any 
further questions and I hope to see you all there. 
 Here is the full schedule of  the Lunar 
observing dates and times:  
 
 May 31-June 01(L.Q. 70-60%)  
 June 14-15 (F.Q. 17-26%)  
 June 21-22 (F.M. 89-95%)  
 June 28-29 (L.Q. 84-76%)  
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE - June 
02 - Last Quarter 
03 - Venus 1.6 degrees N of Jupiter  
07 - Double shadow transit on Jupiter (9:16 PM) 
10 - New moon Annular Solar Eclipse (5:23 AM)
15 - Double shadow transit on Jupiter (1:15 AM) 
17 - First Quarter Moon 
21 - Solstice 
24 - Full moon, Penumbral Eclipse (4:42 PM) 
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The Eyepiece is mailed directly to each member who 
requests it as a benefit of membership. Please submit 
comments, articles, and other material to: 
 

Editor 
Wayne Kuhn  - (920) 468-0765 

2142 Spring Creek Circle, Green Bay, WI 54311 
Email – waylin98@gbonline.com 

 
Written and graphic material from this publication may be 
reprinted only for non-profit use, provided credit is given to 
the writer(s). and The Eyepiece. Any other use of material is 
subject to the express permission of the author or the editor. 
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If you have questions or need help, here’s who to call: 
 
ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY:   TK 
AUTOSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   WK 
BINOCULARS:   KD, RN, WK 
CCD IMAGING:   TK 
CONSTELLATONS:   SM, WK 
DEEPSKY OBJECTS:   DS, SM, TK 
DIGITAL SETTING CIRCLES:   DD, GM 
DOUBLE STARS:   KD, RN 
EYEPIECES:   GM 
LX200 COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   GK, TK 
SCHMIDT-CASSEGRAIN TELESCOPES:   GK, TK, WK 
REFRACTOR TELESCOPES:   SM 
MOON:   KD 
NEWTONIAN TELESCOPES:   DD, GM, RN, SM 
NEXSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   TJ 
OBSERVATORY BUILDING:   GK, GM 
PLANET OBSERVING:   KD, SM, TJ 
SOLAR OBSERVING:   KD, TJ 
STAR HOPPING:   DS, SM, WK 
TELESCOPE BUILDING:   GM, RN 
 

LEGEND 
 
  DD = Don DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / ddewitt@venomtech.com 
  DS = Dan Sheber / 920-468-0180 / dpskydan@aol.com 
  GK = Gerry Kocken / 920-336-8594 / gerrykockenwi.com 
  GM = George McCourt / 920-468-9296 / mccourtgal9@prodigy.net 
  KD = Kat. DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / kdewitt@venomtech.com 
  RN = Ray Nancoz / 920-746-0428 / rayn@itol.com 
  SM = Steve Mofle / 920-866-3523 / moflephoto@gbonline.com 
  TJ = Tom Jorganson / 920-722-2829 / tjorgenson@new.rr.com 
  TK = Tony Kroes / 920-822-4959 / akroes@kotsl.com 
  WK = Wayne Kuhn / 920-468-0765 /  waylin98@gbonline.com 

PARMENTIER OBSERVATORY 
 

 Observatory Phone:  920-845-5626 
 Ron’s Home Phone:  920-336-5878 
 Ron’s Mobile Phone:    920-609-3858 
 

CRIVITZ OBSERVING SITE 
 

Dave &  Carol Jorgenson 
N8764 Caldron Falls Rd.,  Crivitz, WI 54114 

Phone: 715-757-3296   Email: djcycles@cybrzn.com

CLUB TELESCOPES 
 

All club members are eligible to use the club telescopes. To make 
arrangements, contact: 
 
10” DOBSONIAN - Ray Nancoz, 3446 Big Creek Road, Sturgeon 
Bay, WI 54235   Phone: 920-746-0428 
Email: rayn@itol.com 
 
8” TRIPLE AXIS - Ron Parmentier, 161 Rosemont Dr., Green Bay, 
WI 54301   Phone: 920-336-5878 

CLUB PATCHES, VIDEOS & BOOKS 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo are available for $4.00 
each. They are four inches long on all sides. Also there is a small 
selection of video tapes and books available to load to club members at 
no cost. Please contact Dick Francini at: 
Phone: 920-338-8504     email: dfrancini@pollycello.com 



JUNE 7-8 POW WEEKEND 
 Warm weather and a new moon weekend can 
mean only one thing: another Parmentier Observing 
Weekend is at hand. Since most club members did 
not get in to Wisconsin Observers Weekend in 
Waupaca there should be a good contingent of club 
members at POW.  
 Set-up of your equipment before dusk is 
recommended but you can come out at any time. Ron 
will be on hand to offer views through his 30” 
telescope also. You can call the observatory at 920-
845-5626. 
 Hope to see you out there! 
 
PS: Another possible venue choice is Dave 
Jorgenson’s place up in Crivits. Dave has an 
outstanding invitation to all club members to come 
up an observe under very dark skies. You can contact 
Dave at Phone: 715-757-3296   Email: 
djcycles@cybrzn.com 
 
JUNE 12 CLUB MEETING 
 This month’s talk is “Comets” given by club 
member Dan Sheber.  “I will be talking about the 
different types of comets and where they come from. 

I will also talk about their orbits and chemistry which 
will include the types of light emitted from comets, 
and how the sun and other stars promote tails on 
them. I will be covering techniques for comet hunting 
for a new comet as well as tracking down an existing 
comet. This will also lead to confirming and 
reporting discoveries, and how to recognize faint 
comets as well as comets at their early stages before a 
bright coma is formed.” 
 Remember that club owned astronomy books 
and videos are also available FREE OF CHARGE at 
the club meetings. Happy Joes to follow! 
 
JUNE 14-15  LUNAR OBSERVING 
 Observing will begin at 7:00 PM at the 
Neville Public Museum (see page 1 for more details). 
JUNE 21-22  LUNAR OBSERVING 
 Observing will begin at 7:00 PM at the 
Neville Public Museum (see page 1 for more details). 
JUNE 28-29  LUNAR OBSERVING 
 Details to be announced. 
 
 
 
 

PLANET WATCH  by Wayne Kuhn 
 

Mercury reaches greatest elongation west (23 deg.) on the 21st. You can glimpse
the planet in the last few days of the month very low in the east-northeast before
sunrise. 
Venus is becoming slightly more difficult to observe this month due to unfavorable
tipping of the ecliptic. It is visible low in the west-northwest during evening
twilight and can be seen glowing around –4.0 magnitude. Venus is in conjunction
with Jupiter on June 3rd. 
Earth’s Moon: Last Quarter Moon is at 7:05 PM CDT on the 2nd.  Moon reaches
apogee (251,358 miles from the Earth) on the 3rd at 11:13 PM CDT.  New Moon is
at 6:46 PM CDT on the 10th.  First Quarter Moon is on the 17th at 7:29 PM CDT.
Moon reaches perigee (229,478 miles from Earth), on the 19th at 2:00 AM CDT.
Full Moon is on the 24th at 4:42 PM CDT.  There is an annular solar eclipse on
June 10th at 5:23 AM and a penumbral lunar eclipse on June 24th at 4:42 PM.Mars
is in Gemini and is visible with difficulty low in the west-northwest during evening
twilight at the beginning of the month and is then lost in the glare of the sun. 

Jupiter is also in Gemini, visible very low in the west-northwest after sunset early in the month. By
month’s end it is lost in the glare of the sun.  
Saturn is in conjunction with the sun on June 9th and cannot be observed this month.  
Uranus is in the constellation Aquarius and shines at magnitude 5.8 as it heads for opposition during
August. 
Neptune is in the constellation Capricornus and shines at magnitude 7.9 as it heads for opposition during
the first part of August. 
Pluto lies in Ophiuchus and is at opposition with the sun on June 7th.. It is magnitude 13.8. 



A LOOK BACK 
AT MAY 

 
NCRAL CONVENTION MAY 3-5 
By Gary Baier 
 Ray Nancoz, George Mcourt and myself left 
early Friday Morning for the NCRAL convention in 
Minneapolis. It was warm for the first week in May 
and Minnesota still had snow in the parking lots. 
Friday night we went out to the newest observing 
sight for the Minnesota Astronomical Society. This is 
one of three locations that MAS has. It is located in a 
county park about 40 miles SW of Minneapolis. 
About 50 people from MAS were there with many 
varieties of telescopes.  
 The Saturday convention was interesting 
with several good speakers along with the business 
meeting. The good news is that next years meeting 
will be held in Sturgeon Bay. 
 
MONTHLY MEETING MAY 8 
 An good crowd of 34 people showed up for 
the May club meeting. Club business was done in the 
first hour and featured the awarding of Master 
Observers Certificate #15 to club member Tony 
Kroes. This observing award is earned by completing 
at least 10 of the AL observing programs and 
represents a great achievement.  Congratulations 
Tony! 
 We also had a drawing for the winner of the 
free one year Astronomy magazine subscription 
offered at Astronomy Day. The winner was Sue 
Schutte of Green Bay. 
 In the second hour club member Dave Klund 
presented his talk entitled “Collecting Astronomical 
Antiquity”. Dave treated us with a large sample of his 
collection of antique astronomy books and other 
items. He also provided us with a bit of history on  
many of them. Good job Dave!  
 Our regular stop at Happy Joes for food and 
drink followed the meeting. 
 

NEW MEMBER 
WELCOME MAT 

 
Corey and Cindy Hoppenrath are the latest new 
members to the NPMAS. I asked them to provide us 
with a little background information to help break the 
ice: 

 “Cindy and I found your club through your 
web site. I was doing a search of clubs on Sky and 
Telescope site for the Wisconsin area. We purchased 
a 8" Meade Starfinder 2 years ago. That was our first 
big jump into astronomy.” 
 “My personal interest is in deep sky objects. I 
always wanted to see the Horsehead nebula for 
myself. If we can do it with my scope we don't know 
yet. We hope to learn the basics of astronomy, how to 
locate different objects, and the different equipment 
that is out there. Also to have people with the same 
interest that we can ask questions of.” 
 “I am 40 and work for the water department 
in Manitowoc. My other interest are in photography, 
hunting, and softball. Cindy is 44 and works in the 
shipping department of a local factory. Her other 
interest are photography, and riding her motorcycle.” 
 
WELCOME TO 

THE CLUB 
CORY & 
CINDY! 

 
 

PARMENTIER OBSERVATORY 
It was brought to our attention at the last 
club meeting that part of Highway 29 is
under construction starting East of County
Road V. If you normally take Hwy. 29 to get
to the observatory you can still take it but
you will need to make this detour: take a left
on County V (North), go one mile and then
take a right on County Road F (East).
Proceed 2 miles on F and you will intersect
County AB. Take a left on County AB and
you are back on your normal track to the
observatory. It is only one mile to Church
Road, take a right, go two miles, take a left
on Doell Road and look for the path on the
right that leads to the observatory.  
 Please remember that all club
members have an outstanding invitation to
use the Parmentier Observatory grounds for
observing at any time, weekdays or
weekends. You do not have to call or notify
anyone, just go and enjoy! Next weekend the
moon will be first quarter but will set in time
to get in some prime observing. Hope to see
you out there. 



FROM THE  
EDITOR 

 
THE DYNAMIC SUN 
 In preparation for Astronomy Day this year I 
had contacted various venders and organizations with 
a request for materials. One of the items I received 
was a selection of CD Roms from NASA Core. 
These CD’s are instructional in nature and I have 
only recently had  time to review them. One in 
particular stands out: The Dynamic Sun. 
 "The Dynamic Sun" is  NASA's multimedia 
educational presentation on the Sun and its effects on 
the Earth. The most important part of the CD is an 
Adobe Acrobat presentation on the Sun designed for 
teachers to give in the classroom (though students 
could also go through it at a workstation).  
 There are three versions of the presentation: a 
high school version, a middle school version, and an 
elementary school version. Each contains about 50-
60 slides, many with animations and video clips. 
Their goal is to educate, engage, and develop student 
interest in the Sun and its affects on Earth.  Each of 
the presentations will: 
 
• show the latest images and video clips on the Sun 

from SOHO (Solar and Heliospheric 
Observatory),  

• present factual information on the Sun, Sun-
related topics and features (i.e.,  sunspots), 

• show videos and animations to explain how 
explosions on the Sun (called Coronal Mass 
Ejections) occur and how they affect the Earth 
(i.e., auroral  lights, power outages, etc.), 

• tell about the SOHO project and how the Sun is 
being studied. 

 
 Also included is a printable Teacher's Guide 
for the presentation you will use. The Teacher's 
Guide provides more information about the 
presentation and should help answer some questions 
that may arise about the set-up and content.  The 
Guide includes a Table of Contents, thumbnail 
versions of each slide with supplemental information, 
instructions for ordering a poster or other NASA 
materials, and some "hot" Web links (blue text). You 
can click on the title of a slide in the Table of 
Contents to go to that page in the Guide. 
 Additional Resources on the CD include ¥ 
FAQ and Glossary: The FAQ (SOHO's Frequently 
Asked Questions) and the Glossary, both from the 
SOHO web site, can be accessed from the Home 

page. The FAQ gives you all the answers to the 
dozens of the questions most often asked of NASA. 
The Glossary defines terms used on the CD and many 
more.  "Storms from the Sun" interactive poster: 
Double-click on Storms from the Sun, either English 
or Spanish, to see the poster and make most of the 
photos come to life as video clips. 
 I was asked to give this presentation as well 
as some actual solar viewing to several classes of 
third graders at Christa McAullif elementary school 
back in April. The day we planned on ended up 
cloudy so I was only able to give “The Dynamic 
Sun” presentation. It took about 45 minutes - 
normally on the long side for eight-year olds but the 
vivid pictures and many animation clips kept their 
interest. All I had to do was to read the titles on each 
slide, click on any video clips and add additional 
narration from the Teacher’s Guide.  
 Anyone can give this presentation. NASA 
has done all the work and made it as user friendly as 
possible. All you need is a computer and hopefully an 
LCD projector (The school provided these for my 
presentation). And it is perfect for those occasions 
when the clouds do not cooperate for actual solar 
viewing. 
 I will add “The Dynamic Sun” CD to our 
collection of books and videos that we make 
available to NPMAS club members. You can pick it 
up at a club meeting or contact a NPMAS board 
member. I will also review some of the other NASA 
CDs in future issues of “The Eyepiece”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
Meade DS90-EC refracting telescope with 2 
eyepieces (1.25" & 2"). It comes complete 
with Autostar #495 and the controller and 
software that goes with it. It was purchased 
about 2 years ago and was taken out of the 
box but never used. Purchase price was 
@$700.00. Make an offer.  
 
Call Julie or David at 920-863-1998  



 

ON THE 
HORIZON 

 
AUGUST 9-11  NORTHWOODS 
STARFEST 
 The members of the Chippewa Valley 
Astronomical Society (CVAS) invite you to the 14th 
annual Northwoods Starfest, August 9-11, 2002, at 
Hobbs Observatory near Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  
 Hobbs Observatory is part of the Beaver 
Creek Reserve (BCR). Recreational possibilities 
include the Eau Claire County Youth Camp, the Wise 
Nature Center, hiking trails, and bicycling.  
 Hobbs Observatory has two domes, one with 
a 24-inch f/5 reflector and the other with a 14-inch 
Schmidt-Cassegrain. There is a large meeting area 
where some talks and presentations take place. There 
is a large auditorium located at the Nature Center. 
There is a large field in front of the observatory to set 
up for observing. The skies are quite dark. 
 C.V.A.S. has reserved the Youth Camp for 
Starfest use. The camp has five cabins and the Cedar 
Lodge. The cabins sleep 20; the lodge, up to 40. 
Cabins have bunk style beds and mattresses. You will 
need to bring sleeping bags and pillows. Showers are 
available for all guests, but bring your own towels. 
Tenting and camper spaces are also available.  
 If you are interested in a swap fest, bring 
whatever astronomical goodies you want to get rid of. 
Also, if you have slides, a talk, or a video that you 
would like to show, bring them with you. 
 

AGENDA  
Friday, August 9th  

5 pm -- Registration  
8:00 PM Featured Speaker MARS -- Quest for 
Life  
Dr. Sanjay Limaye, Director - Office of Space 
Science Education, U-W - Madsion  
9 pm -- Observing Session  
Midnight -- Snack  
 
Saturday, August 10th  
10 am to 12 -- Brunch, Registration  
1 pm -- Paper Session  
4 pm -- Swap Fest  
5:30 pm --Dinner  
6:30 pm - Door Prizes - Dining Hall - Must be 
present to win 
7:30 pm - Group Photo in front of the observatory  
8:00 PM Featured Speaker "SETI Spring - 
Current Research at the SETI Institute"  



Dr. Paul Thomas, U-W EauClaire  
9:30 pm -- Observing Session  
Midnight -- Snack  
 
Sunday, August 11th  
8 am -- Breakfast  
Noon -- Checkout  
 
Paper Session  
 An informal paper session is planned for 
Saturday afternoon. If you have something to share: 
slides, a video tape, a unique telescope, or anything 
else that people might enjoy, we encourage you to 
sign up.  
 
Registration 
 Attendance is limited to 150 people. The 
registration fee is $40 per person until August 1st. It 
is $50 after that. The fee includes registration, meals 
and snacks, lodging or camping fees, and speakers' 
fees.  
 If you plan to bring a camper, park in the 
field adjacent to the observatory. There are a few 
electrical outlets available outside the observatory for 
your use. WE NEED TO KNOW IF YOU ARE 
PLANNING TO BRING AN RV SINCE WE HAVE 
LIMITED SPACE FOR THEM !!  
 Please let us know if you have any other 

special needs before Starfest and we'll do our best to 
accommodate them. For hotel/motel information for 
the area call the Eau Claire Visitors Bureau at (715)-
831-2345.  
 For more information, contact Hobbs 
Observatory at (715)-877-2787 or Bert Moritz at 
(715)-835-4034. Please let us know in advance if you 
are coming to help us with meal planning. A map to 
the site is available on their web page at 
www.cvastro.org 
 
SEPTEMBER 12 - 15   ASTROFEST 2002 
 You are cordially invited to Astrofest 2002. 
Astrofest will be held at the 130 acre Camp Shaw-
Waw-Nas-See 4-H camp near Kankakee Illinois. 
Astrofest is a nationally recognized convention for 
observers and amateur telescope makers. The camp 
has a large field for observing and camping, a limited 
number of cabins, and a 250 seat Dining Hall. We 
offer a magnificent flea market, a great selection of 
commercial vendors, and catered meals served in the 
camp Dining Hall. Astrofest coordinates are: 41 deg. 
13’  87 deg. 58’.  
 Registration must be postmarked by August 
3, 2002. Please go to our website at 
www.chicagoastro.org for complete information and 
a registration form. 
 

Northwoods Starfest Registration Form 
August 9 - 11, 2002 

 
 
Name(s)_________________________________________  _____________________________________________
 
_________________________________________________ _____________________________________________
 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________
 
City ____________________________________ State _____ Zip____________ 
 
E-mail address ___________________________________________ 
 
              Registration Fee 
 
           _________ $40 x ( or $50 after August 1, 2002 ) 
 
           _________ Number Registered   Paper Session 
 
           _________ Total Enclosed  Paper Title  ________________________
 
      Amount of Time Needed  ______________
Make checks payable to: CVAS Treasurer 
 
MAIL TO:     Equipment Needed ____________________
 CVAS Treasurer 
 Beaver Creek Reserve   —————————————————————————————————————
 S1 County Road K   Other Items to note _________________
     Fall Creek, WI 54742     _____________________________________________


