
JULY 4-6 PARMENTIER HOLIDAY 
 With the new moon on July 
10th we will have two weekends in 
a row just right for deepsky 
observing. Plus the first of those 
weekends is a holiday weekend - 
which means even more time to 
observe! 
 Pack up your scopes, binoculars, and popcorn 
and head out to Parmentier Observatory. Setting up 
your equipment before dusk is recommended but you 
can come out at any time. Ron will be on hand to offer 
views through his 30” telescope, weather permitting. 

You can call the observatory to check out “what’s 
going on” at 920-845-5626. 
 
JULY 10 CLUB MEETING 
 This month’s talk is “Revolutions in 
Astronomical Thought” given by club member Jim 
Sentowski.  He describes it this way: “This (topic) 
gives me the freedom to either review the major 
turning points of Astronomy or to follow one or more 
"threads" of ideas through the history of Astronomy.” 
Jim’s talks are always lively and thought provoking—a 
must see! 
 Remember that club owned astronomy books 
and videos are also available FREE OF CHARGE at  
 

the club meetings. Happy Joes to follow! 
JULY 12-13 POW WITH NEWSTAR 
 The second Parmentier 
Observing Weekend in the month of 
July finds us sharing the night sky 
with  our friends from the valley, 
NEWSTAR. Come on out and make 
some new friends! 
 
JULY 13 19TH ANNUAL PICNIC 
 Our 19th annual club picnic will be held at 
Perkins Park starting at 
around 2:30 PM. Please 
bring your own meat 
and beverage and a dish 
to pass. The club will 
provide all dinnerware 
and condiments. We 
are looking for some 
members who can bring grills and hopefully a couple 
of telescopes with solar filters. 
 The picnic will be discussed more in-depth at 
the July club meeting. If you have any questions please 
contact our picnic coordinator, Mike Monfils, at: 
Phone: 920-435-7350 Email: wd9ege@gbonline.com  
Come on out and have GREAT time!  
 
JULY 17TH BOARD MEETING 
 A NPMAS board meeting will take place 
tentatively at the offices of Kocken and Associates, 
2079 D Lawrence Drive in DePere. Starting time will 
be 7:00 PM. All club members are invited to 
participate. This board meeting will be discussed in 
more detail at the July 10th club meeting.  
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WHAT’S UP 
IN JULY 

A GLANCE OUTSIDE - July 
02 - Last Quarter 
10 - New moon Annular Solar Eclipse (5:23 AM)
16 - First Quarter Moon 
24 - Full moon, Penumbral Eclipse (4:42 PM) 
28 - S. Aquarid Meteor Shower Peaks (7:00 PM) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Monthly Publication of the 
Neville Public Museum Astronomical 

Society 
 

The Eyepiece is mailed directly to each member who 
requests it as a benefit of membership. Please submit 
comments, articles, and other material to: 
 

Editor 
Wayne Kuhn  - (920) 468-0765 

2142 Spring Creek Circle, Green Bay, WI 54311 
Email – waylin98@gbonline.com 

 
Written and graphic material from this publication may be 
reprinted only for non-profit use, provided credit is given to 
the writer(s). and The Eyepiece. Any other use of material is 
subject to the express permission of the author or the editor. 
 

NPMAS WEB PAGE:   www.npmas.com 

NPMAS 
OFFICERS AND 

BOARD 
MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT 
Don DeWitt 

1081 Raleigh Street 
Green Bay, WI 54304 

920-405-8534 
ddewitt@venomtech.com 
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Raymond Nancoz 

3446 Big Creek Road 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

920-746-0428 
rayn@itol.com  

SECRETARY 
Julie Mofle 

2431 N. New Franken Rd. 
New Franken, WI 54229 

920-866-3523 
juliemofle@gbonline.com  

TREASURER 
Dick Francini 

1805 Christie Court 
De Pere, WI 54115 

920-338-8504 
dfrancini@pollycello.com  
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Katrina DeWitt 

1081 Raleigh Street 
Green Bay, WI 54304 

920-405-8534 
kdewitt@venomtech.com 

BOARD MEMBER 
Gerry Kocken 

1357 Sand Acres Drive 
De Pere, WI 54115 

920-336-8594 
gerryk@kockenwi.com 

BOARD MEMBER 
Tony Kroes 

W2175 Cedar Drive 
Pulaski, WI 54162 

920-822-4959 
akroes@kotsl.com 

BOARD MEMBER 
George McCourt 

548 Cornelius Drive 
Green Bay, WI 54311 

920-468-9296 
mccourtga19@prodigy.net 

BOARD MEMBER 
Mike Monfils 

1145 10th Avenue 
Green Bay, WI 54303 

920-435-7350 
wd9ege@gbonline.com 

If you have questions or need help, here’s who to call: 
 
ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY:   TK 
AUTOSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   WK 
BINOCULARS:   KD, RN, WK 
CCD IMAGING:   TK 
CONSTELLATONS:   SM, WK 
DEEPSKY OBJECTS:   DS, SM, TK 
DIGITAL SETTING CIRCLES:   DD, GM 
DOUBLE STARS:   KD, RN 
EYEPIECES:   GM 
LX200 COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   GK, TK 
SCHMIDT-CASSEGRAIN TELESCOPES:   GK, TK, WK 
REFRACTOR TELESCOPES:   SM 
MOON:   KD 
NEWTONIAN TELESCOPES:   DD, GM, RN, SM 
NEXSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   TJ 
OBSERVATORY BUILDING:   GK, GM 
PLANET OBSERVING:   KD, SM, TJ 
SOLAR OBSERVING:   KD, TJ 
STAR HOPPING:   DS, SM, WK 
TELESCOPE BUILDING:   GM, RN 
 

LEGEND 
 
  DD = Don DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / ddewitt@venomtech.com 
  DS = Dan Sheber / 920-468-0180 / dpskydan@aol.com 
  GK = Gerry Kocken / 920-336-8594 / gerrykockenwi.com 
  GM = George McCourt / 920-468-9296 / mccourtgal9@prodigy.net 
  KD = Kat. DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / kdewitt@venomtech.com 
  RN = Ray Nancoz / 920-746-0428 / rayn@itol.com 
  SM = Steve Mofle / 920-866-3523 / moflephoto@gbonline.com 
  TJ = Tom Jorganson / 920-722-2829 / tjorgenson@new.rr.com 
  TK = Tony Kroes / 920-822-4959 / akroes@kotsl.com 
  WK = Wayne Kuhn / 920-468-0765 /  waylin98@gbonline.com 

PARMENTIER OBSERVATORY 
 

 Observatory Phone:  920-845-5626 
 Ron’s Home Phone:  920-336-5878 
 Ron’s Mobile Phone:    920-609-3858 
 

CRIVITZ OBSERVING SITE 
 

Dave &  Carol Jorgenson 
N8764 Caldron Falls Rd.,  Crivitz, WI 54114 

Phone: 715-757-3296   Email: djcycles@cybrzn.com

CLUB TELESCOPES 
 

All club members are eligible to use the club telescopes. To make 
arrangements, contact: 
 
10” DOBSONIAN - Ray Nancoz, 3446 Big Creek Road, Sturgeon 
Bay, WI 54235   Phone: 920-746-0428 
Email: rayn@itol.com 
 
8” TRIPLE AXIS - Ron Parmentier, 161 Rosemont Dr., Green Bay, WI 
54301   Phone: 920-336-5878 

CLUB PATCHES, VIDEOS & BOOKS 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo are available for $4.00 
each. They are four inches long on all sides. Also there is a small 
selection of video tapes and books available to load to club members at 
no cost. Please contact Dick Francini at: 
Phone: 920-338-8504     email: dfrancini@pollycello.com 



A LOOK BACK 
AT JUNE 

 
WOW  JUNE 7-10 
By Wayne Kuhn 
 Wisconsin Observers Weekend is the first big 
starparty of each new observing season. Thus it was 
disappointing to learn that due to a reduction in the 
number of group sites NEWSTAR was able to reserve 
the event was booked full way back in April. The only 
NPMAS member that was able to get in before 
reservations closed was Tony Kroes. 
 Not willing to admit defeat, I thought up an 
alternative method to get into WOW: booking a family 
site in the Hartman Creek regular camping area. This 
would allow me to be onsite, set up my scope in the 
group observing area, and enjoy the dark skies of 
Waupaca County with the rest of the WOW 
participants. 
 Unfortunately, when I went online to find a 
site there were none to be had. I called up the Hartman 
Creek office and asked if I could be put on a waiting 

list in case anyone cancelled. I was told the only way 
to get a cancelled site would be to check the 
Reserveamerica.com web site every day and perhaps 
one would appear. 
 After a couple of weeks of checking the web 
site with no results and the event looming only a week 
away I was starting to feel that it was a lost cause. 
Then one morning, whala! A family site became 
available. I snapped it up and prepared for my weekend 
under the stars. 
 I invited club member Dick Francini to join 
me on the site and we both arrived around 3:00 PM on 
Friday. Dick brought up his small tent because he 
intended on only staying Friday night. I set up my 12’ 
x 10’ tent which towered over Dick’s, causing him to 
regret not bringing his larger one. The site itself was 
excellent. We were in the midst of a dozen tall pine 
trees and isolated from the other camp sites by bushes. 
We also had a fire pit and a large picnic table at our 
disposal. 
 The skies, however did not want to cooperate. 
An overcast sky dominated the evening causing us to 
settle on watching “The Day The Earth Stood Still” on 
a  

PLANET WATCH  by Wayne Kuhn 
 

Mercury can be observed with difficulty low in the east-northeast before 
sunrise in the first week of the month, following which it becomes lost in 
the glare of the sun. 
Venus’s visibility continues to degrade this month. It is visible with 
difficulty very low in the west during evening twilight, setting only 2 hours 
after the sun.  

Earth’s Moon: Last Quarter Moon is at 12:19 PM CDT on the 
2nd.  Moon reaches apogee (251,164 miles from the Earth) also on the 2nd 
at 3:00 AM CDT.  New Moon is at 5:26 AM CDT on the 10th.  Moon
reaches perigee (228,569 miles from Earth), on the 14th at 8:00 AM CDT. 
First Quarter Moon is on the 16th at 11:47 PM CDT. Full Moon is on the 
24th at 4:07 AM CDT.   

Mars cannot be observed this month. It is in conjunction with the sun on August 10th.  
Jupiter is in conjunction with the sun on July 20th and cannot be observed this month.  
Saturn is in Taurus and emerges in the east-northeast morning twilight in the second half of the month. 
By month’s end it stands about 10 degrees above the horizon at the beginning of morning twilight.  
Uranus is in Aquarius near the boarder with the constellation Capricornus and shines at magnitude 5.7 
as it heads for opposition during August. 
Neptune is in the constellation Capricornus and shines at magnitude 7.8 as it heads for opposition during 
the first part of August. 
Pluto lies in Ophiuchus and is magnitude 13.8. 
 
 



very small TV provided by members of NEWSTAR. 
About 14 of us sat outdoors in our lawn chairs, stadium 
style, straining to see and hear the movie. We had a 
great time doing our impersonation of “Mystery 
Science Theater 2000”. 
 Saturday Dick and I played 18 holes of golf at 
Fox Fire golf course. Dick was originally going to go 
back home that night to attend Steve and Sue 
Wicker’s 25th anniversary party. After discussing the 
situation we came up with a new plan. I would 
accompany him back to Green Bay, attend the party, 
and then head back to the campsite to give observing 
another try (both of us are on the road a lot for our jobs 
and driving an hour one way is not a bother). The 
Wicker’s party was excellent, featuring plenty of good 
food, adult beverages, and conversation. 
 That night it became very hazy but we were 
still able to get some viewing in. Dick and I spent 
about an hour trying to track down and glimpse Pluto 
(we think we did!). Another WOW attendee showed 
off his new green laser pointer by pointing out specific 
stars and the like. It really showed up well in the sky 
and would be an invaluable tool for public observing. 
Sadly it is also quite expensive (over $200). He also 
did a neat trick with it. By pointing it into the focuser 
on his dobsonian telescope the beam would bounce off 
the mirrors and beam out the aperture—thus enabling 
him to point his scope anywhere using the laser beam 
as his guide. If someone were to paten that . . .  
 Sunday Dick packed up and left right after a 
sausage and egg breakfast. Since I had the site until 
3:00 PM, I decided to take my pedal boat out on the 
chain of lakes and enjoy the sunshine. A nice ending to 
a nice weekend. Even though the weather was a 
problem, I found out how nice the family sites are and 
may take that option for WOW again, especially if I 
take my kids. That way they can have their campfires 
and white light while dad still gets to observe in the 
dark. 
 
MONTHLY MEETING JUNE 12 
 Thirty-six people attended the June club 
meeting. Club business was discussed in the first hour 
and included some major show & tell by club member 
Jerry Schaefer. Jerry showed us his latest creation, a 
Winhurst electrostatic generator. Jerry performed 
several demonstrations involving electrostatic energy 
and really WOW’d the audience. Nice job Jerry! 
 The second hour featured  club member Dan 
Sheber’s talk on comets. Dan covered the different 
parts of a comet, how to search for them, and how to 
report one to the proper authorities. Great job Dan! A 
gathering at Happy Joe’s followed the meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PARMENTIER OBSERVATORY 
It was brought to our attention at the last 
club meeting that part of Highway 29 is 
under construction starting East of County 
Road V. If you normally take Hwy. 29 to get 
to the observatory you can still take it but 
you will need to make this detour: take a left 
on County V (North), go one mile and then 
take a right on County Road F (East). 
Proceed 2 miles on F and you will intersect 
County AB. Take a left on County AB and 
you are back on your normal track to the 
observatory. It is only one mile to Church 
Road, take a right, go two miles, take a left 
on Doell Road and look for the path on the 
right that leads to the observatory.  
 Please remember that all club 
members have an outstanding invitation to
use the Parmentier Observatory grounds for 
observing at any time, weekdays or 
weekends. You do not have to call or notify 
anyone, just go and enjoy! Next weekend the 
moon will be first quarter but will set in time 
to get in some prime observing. Hope to see 
you out there. 

FOR SALE 
 
Eight inch Meade Schmidt-Cassegrain 
model 2080 telescope. 
Purchased in 1988. There are extra filters, 
extra eye pieces, and a tracking system. 
$500. Call Terry Lappin at 920-743-9517. 

FOR SALE 
 
“Turn Left at Orion”   $17.50 
A great beginner’s book 
8” planisphere   $  7.00 
 
Contact Wayne Kuhn at 920-468-0765. 



FROM THE  
MEMBERSHIP 

 
First Light (well, OK, second) at Cedar 
Drive Observatory 
By Anthony J. Kroes 
Cedar Drive Observatory 
Pulaski, WI 
 I am pleased to announce that the pier 
upgrade/fix that I discussed at the last meeting seems 
to have been a success! Increasing the size of the pier 
and remounting the scope in a different fashion looks 
to have 
cured 99% of the pier-induced vibrations. A hard kick 
to the base of the column results in only a quick shake 
of a star in the eyepiece that quickly damps out - a far 
cry from the 5 second, 1/2 field of view oscillation I 
was experiencing before! Pounding with a fist directly 
on the mounting plate causes about the same vibration 
- nothing more! There are still vibrations present from 
the scope itself (a 12" SCT is basically a large heavy 
tuning fork!), but the mount was my main concern 
initially. 
 For those that don't know what I am talking 
about, I had found out that the initial pier size I had 
poured for my 'in-progress' observatory on my farm in 
the country SW of Pulaski was a bit lacking. It was 
originally 4' deep in the ground - about a 22" wide 
round column, and 4' above the ground - about 12.5" 
wide round column. It took 30 bags of Quikcrete to 
make, weighed nearly a ton, and seemed quite sturdy at 
the time. It probably would have been OK with only an 
8" SCT bolted directly to the top of it, but a 12" SCT, 
Equatorial Wedge, 1/2" thick stainless steel mounting 
plates, counterweights, etc was a bit much. It was a lot 
(175#+) of weight way too high on the pier, acting like 
a lever and raising the center of gravity very close to 
the ground level, and allowing it to vibrate 
considerably. 
 I guess bigger *is* better! After cutting a 6' 
wide hole in my observatory floor, I headered off the 
cut floor joists and started digging. I don't recommend 
this to anyone. I had to dig 4' down through clay, 
around an existing rough concrete pillar, below 
groundwater level, and in addition I had to shove all 
the dirt out through the small gap between the ground 
and the bottom of the floor! When it would fill up with 
dirt, I had to climb out of the hole (harder with each 
passing day as the hole got deeper and I got more 
tired!) and 
walk around to the outside of the building where I 
would use a hoe to scrape out underneath the 

observatory to make room for the next batch. On the 
plus side, it was a good workout, and I got enough dirt 
to landscape a large area around the building!  
 Next I had more (ok, a LOT more) concrete 
poured around it, both on the below and above ground 
portions. A quick calculation showed that the new 
addition would need 255 bags of Quikcrete, so I called 
the cement truck and had them drive right up to the 
door of the observatory. They put the chute on and 
away we went! The new dimensions are 4.25' deep in 
the ground - with a 6' round column, and 4' high above 
the ground in a square column 21" on a side. Now the 
pier has a total of 4.8 cubic yards of concrete and 
weighs approximately 19,200 pounds (9.6 tons). I 
know what I am holding on to during the next tornado!  
 Most observations have been done visually so 
far, and the scope is functioning well at powers up to 
600x on M13 on a nice steady night, which is right at 
the 'rule of thumb' of using a max magnification of 50x 
per inch. Tough to focus at that power, and things were 
starting to go a bit 'soft', but the stars were still round 
and distinct, and had no major flares or artifacts. 
Thanks to George McCourt for the collimation help 
last Fall, and thanks to Dan Sheber for the on-site 
testing and 'real' use this Spring (he is working on his 
Arp 100 award and is nearly finished- go Dan!). 
 I have also had a few initial tests of the CCD 
system with the scope on-mount and preliminary 
results look promising. The 12" gathers quite a bit 
more light than the 8", but because of it’s longer focal 
length (3050mm vs. 1280mm), my CCD field of view 
is about 1/3 what it used to be which can make finding 
and centering objects on the CCD chip a bit more 
difficult! I will keep working toward my goal of full 
CCD implementation by Fall. I plan on starting the 
Galaxy Group program from the AL as soon as 
possible. I also want to start a program of asteroid 
tracking, as well as working with the folks at the 
Center for Backyard Astrophysics 
(http://cba.phys.columbia.edu/) using CCD's to study 
cataclysmic variable stars (check out the web site). 
 As for the rest of the building, of course the 
floor is in and covered again (thanks again to everyone 
that helped me initially move it into place last Fall 
during the Leonid party), and the walls have been up 
all 
winter (thanks to Tara and the kids for the help on that 
rainy day!), so now that the pier is usable the next step 
is to get a roof over it! It's been a big pain in the 
(wherever) using a tarp to cover it all Winter and 
Spring, and power is being supplied by 400' of 
extension cord. Hopefully the roll-off roof will be done 
by the time the snow flies again, and maybe permanent 
power next Spring or Summer. 



 If anyone has any questions or comments 
about the construction, or is thinking about their own, 
please feel free to contact me. I will keep everyone 
updated here as things progress.  


