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JUNE 8 TRANSIT OF VENUS 

        Monthly Publication of: Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society 

It’s not too soon to begin planning for 
this once in a lifetime event - the tran-
sit of Venus on the morning of Tues-
day, June 8th. 

By the time the Sun rises for us 
around 5:00 AM CDT, the transit will 
be nearly 3/4 complete. However, the 
transit is not scheduled to be over un-
til nearly 6:30 AM CDT. That’s still 
nearly a good hour to see this event. 

The best place to view this event will 
be someplace with an unobstructed 
view of the ENE horizon. Which 
would be ideally somewhere near 
Lake Michigan. 

Gerry Kocken is working on finding a 
location so members can get together 
to view this event. More information 
will be available at the May monthly 
meeting and in the June newsletter. 

Plan now to view this historic event! 
Get those solar filters or eclipse 
shades ready and plan to join several 
other members of the NPMAS as we 
party in the early morning with this 
once in a lifetime event! 

A Rare Event Indeed 

Transits of Venus across the disk of the 
Sun are among the rarest of planetary 
alignments. Indeed, only six such events 
have occurred since the invention of the 

telescope (1631, 1639, 1761, 1769, 
1874 and 1882). The next two transits 
of Venus will occur on 2004 June 08 
and 2012 June 06. 

Transits of Venus are only possible dur-
ing early December and early June 
when Venus's orbital nodes pass across 
the Sun. If Venus reaches inferior con-
junction at this time, a transit will occur. 
Transits show a clear pattern of recur-
rence at intervals of 8, 121.5, 8 and 
105.5 years. The next pair of Venus 
transits occur over a century from now 
on 2117 Dec 11 and 2125 Dec 08. 

Info taken from: 

Fred Espenek, NASA’s GSFC at 

http://sunearth.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse/
transit/venus0412.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transit of Venus photo taken 06 Dec 
1882 by students at Vassar college 
(S&T Feb 1961) 

NPMAS is a proud member of the 



 

 

 

 

 

 
MAY MEETINGS, EVENTS AND STAR PARTIES 
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FOR SALE 

“Turn Left at Orion” $17.50 

A great beginner’s book 
 

8” planisphere $ 7.00 
 

Contact Wayne Kuhn  

at 920-468-0765   
waylin98@gbonline.com 

FOR SALE 

8” Meade LX50 Schmidt Cassegrain with 
tripod and Universal Wheelie Bars for easy 
maneuvering. There are 2 lens, but I don’t 
know the sizes. Telescope is in its original 
packaging. Price to be decided. 

 

Contact Jim or Dixie Tubbs 
At 920-494-4754 

JDTUBBSGB@aol.com 

May 12th - NPMAS Monthly Meeting 
7:00 - 9:00 PM. Topic: Video Solar Sys-
tem by Tom Jorgenson. Tom will show-
case some of his great videos he has taken 
of various solar system objects! Happy 
Joe’s Pizza to follow. Everyone welcome. 

May 13th - Night Sky Network presenta-
tion at Franklin Middle School. 11:30 AM 
to 1:00 PM.  

 

May 14 - 15th - Parmentier Observatory 
Weekend. Dusk to Dawn. Bring your own 
scope or look through the 30”. 

May 21st - 22nd - Parmentier Observa-
tory Weekend. Dusk to Dawn. Bring your 
own scope or look through the 30” 

May 27th-28th - Night Sky Network 
Presentations at Franklin Middle School. 
7:30 AM to 1:30 PM both days. 

 FOR SALE   WANT ADS 

 ASTRONOMY DAY VOLUNTEERS 

THANK YOU to the following NPMAS members who volunteered at Astronomy Day: 

Gary Baier, Tom Cashman, Allen Collins, Don DeWitt, Katrina DeWitt, Dick Francini, Janice 
Francini, Amy Hannon-Drew, Dave Jorgenson, Tom Jorgenson, Kevin Keinholz, Gerry 

Kocken, Ted Kordes, Anthony Kroes, Wayne Kuhn, Terry LeClair, George McCourt, Steve 
Mofle, Fran Monfils, Mike Monfils, Ron Parmentier, Debbie Roemer, Peg Staudenmaier, Lynn 

Ward, and all the additional helpers in the children’s activity center! 

My apologies to anyone I may have unintentionally omitted! 



 

The Night Sky Network is 
happy to announce they will 
be sending out a new out-
reach toolkit this fall enti-
tled “Our Galaxy, Our Uni-
verse.” 

This new toolkit will focus 
on the concepts of the vast 
distances and the structure 
of the galaxy and Universe. 

To make this toolkit suc-

cessful, they have asked 
for beta testers. Our club 
has been one of six clubs 
chosen to be beta testers 
for this new toolkit.  

NPMAS members signed 
up with the NSN will  test 
several activities from this 
kit and report suggested 
improvements or revisions. 
After the testing is com-
plete, the new toolkit will 

NIGHT SKY NETWORK BETA TESTERS 
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be sent out to all NSN par-
ticipating clubs in Novem-
ber. 

If you are interested in be-
coming a participant of the 
Night Sky Network and 
helping with the beta test-
ing, please inform Katrina 
DeWitt. 

 Sign up today and join in 
the fun! 

NCRAL REGIONAL NEWS 

The NCRAL (North Central 
Region of the Astronomical 
League) held it’s annual re-
gional convention April 30 - 
May 1st in historic Burling-
ton, Iowa.  

Currently the NCRAL 
is home to 39 As-
tronomy clubs 
with 2,636 mem-
bers. If we in-
clude the Mem-
b e r s - a t - L a r g e , 
Youth memberships 
and other member-
ships the total num-
ber of members for our 
region is 2,705.  

We are very active in our 
pursuit of astronomy and 
hold the distinction of being 

on of the most active regions 
in the AL. 

Business wise, our own 
NPMAS member Don 

DeWitt, will 
be the new NCRAL web per-
son. Currently he is working 
with the AL on updating our 
regional information on the 
AL website. It is Don’s hope 

to have a separate site for the 
NCRAL to greatly improve 
the communication between 
societies within our region 
and to be able to post more 
timely news and information 
about various clubs, star par-
ties and conventions.  

Future NCRAL convention 
sites have been selected: 
2005 - Sturgeon Bay, WI  
2006   -   Appleton, WI.             
2007   -  need a host club! 

NPMAS members participat-
ing in conventions, star par-
ties, or the AL’s observing 
clubs are helping to keep the 
NCRAL as one of the most 
active regions within the AL. 
Way to go! 



 

This years’ Astronomy Day 
was a big success! On Satur-
day, April 17th, approxi-
mately 350 people visited 
our displays and activities at 
the Neville Public Museum. 
About 80 people also took 
advantage of the public ob-
serving highlighted by the 
Night Sky Network’s Tele-
scope Treasure Hunt.  

Visitors were greeted out-
side the museum with solar 
telescopes and were able to 
peek at the sun when the 
clouds cooperated. Inside 
there was plenty of fun for 
both kids and adults. 

 Kids couldn’t wait to build 
their own rockets, and it 
wasn’t long before there 
was a steady stream of kids 
waiting to launch their rock-
ets in front of the museum. 
In addition to the dozens of 
successful rocket launches 
and recoveries, two rockets 
landed on the roof and two 
in the fountain. One stray 
rocket reportedly caught 
someone’s backside, al-
though there were no re-
ported injuries and no dam-
aged cars. Way to go, Ray!  

The Mars Lander drop also 
took place in front of the 
Museum. Kids and adults 
built their own Mars Lander 
with a raw egg payload. The 
Landers were then dropped 
from a 23 foot high scissor 

lift onto the grass. A suc-
cessful drop was rewarded 
with a special certificate 
and prize. 

The children’s activity 
room was also very busy 
with all kinds of hands-on 
activities including color-
ing projects, rocket neck-
laces, face-painting and 
even karaoke! Addition-
ally, approximately 55 
visitors graduated from the 
junior astronaut-training 
program. Dozens of chil-
dren also found out what it 
would be like to jump on 
Mars and Jupiter.  

In addition to the chil-
dren’s activities, visitors 
checked out the many dis-
plays. Knowledgeable club 
members were on hand to 
answer all kinds of ques-
tions about telescopes, bin-
oculars, CCD imaging, as-
trophotography and mete-
orites. A display for the 
UWGB Wisconsin Space 
Grant Consortium (thank 
you Wayne Olm) con-
tained information about 
continuing education in the 
science fields. The display 
also included a video with 
a virtual rover.  

Kim Biederman, a UWGB 
student involved with the 
Consortium, represented a 
group of students partici-
pating in Geological Plane-

ASTRONOMY DAY REVISTED 
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tary Research. She gave a 
presentation in the audito-
rium explaining how rocks 
are measured on Mars. 
There were also several 
other presentations given by 
Steve Mofle in the audito-
rium including one using the 
Night Sky Network toolkit 
and another explaining the 
difference between Astron-
omy and astrology.  

Co-chairs Lynn Ward and 
Amy Hannon-Drew would 
like to thank all the volun-
teers who made this event 
such a huge success. Many 
club members dedicated 
their time and talents to 
make this event a great suc-
cess. Additional thanks goes 
out to Camera Corner for 
supplying the projector used 
in the presentations in the 
auditorium.  

Please see page 2 for a list-
ing of those NPMAS who 
volunteered at Astronomy 
Day! 

 



 Page 5 Volume 16  Issue 05  May 2004 



 

Page 6       THE EYEPIECE 

V O Y A G E  T O  A  D O U B L E  P L A N E T  
By Patrick L. Barry and  Dr. Tony Phillips 

Download a “nine planets” screensaver for your computer with spectacular pho-
tos of our solar system, and you’ll notice that one planet is conspicuously miss-
ing: Pluto. Icy and mysterious, Pluto is the only planet never visited and photo-
graphed by NASA space probes. 

In fact, the clearest image we have of Pluto is a tiny, pixilated blob of light and 
dark patches taken by HST in 1994. It’s tantalizing but not much more. Earth 

based telescopes have succeeded, however, in discovering one amazing fact: Pluto is not a lone world, but a 
double planet system. It’s companion, measuring about half the size of Pluto itself, is named Charon. 

Work is underway to launch a robotic probe to visit and photograph Pluto and Charon. The project, called New 
Horizons, will map both worlds. Sensors will chart surface minerals and ices, and catalog the gases that make 
up Pluto’s wispy atmosphere. 

“It’s the second epoch in the exploration of the planets,” says Alan Stern, the principal investigator for New 
horizons at the Southwest Research Institute in Colorado. “We’re going to the very edge of the solar system.” 

The probe is scheduled to launch January 2006. Its journey will be a long one. Pluto is more than 30 times fur-
ther away from the Sun than Earth is! Even with a speed boost from a flyby of Jupiter, the probe won’t arrive 
at Pluto until July 2015. Afterward, the probe will venture on to explore the Kuiper Belt, a distant “halo” of 
small, frozen objects surrounding the solar system, from which comets originate. 

Aside from sheer curiosity about these distant worlds, scientists are motivated by questions about the forma-
tion of the solar system. Orbiting in deep freeze far from the Sun, Pluto and Charon have undergone less 
change than the inner planets during the solar system’s 4.5 billion year history. These two worlds will provide 
a glimpse into the past. 

Pluto could also shed light on the origin of our own Moon. Earth, with its single, 
large moon, is unusual. The Pluto-Charon system is the only other pair like it in 
the solar system. In fact, some astronomers consider Earth and the Moon to be a 
double planet too. So knowing more about Pluto and Charon could give clues 
about how the Earth and Moon system formed. 

And, of course, the spectacular, up-close photos of Pluto and Charon are going 
to look great as a screensaver! 

This article was provided by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute 
of Technology, under contract with the National Aeronautics and Space Admini-
stration. 



NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
NPMAS members have access to two observing sites. Both 
are located on private land and belong to members of our 
club. 

Parmentier Observatory is home to the larg-
est private observatory in Wisconsin housing a 
30” classical Cassegrain. Members may view 
through the 30” or bring their own scopes and 
set up in the field below. 

        Observatory Number:      920-845-5626 
                                Ron Parmentier Home:    920-336-5878 

Crivitz Observing site is the private residence of Dave & 
Carol Jorgenson. Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 
100 acres of land, this site offers some of the darkest skies 
around. The field is equipped with electricity and a cabin is 
close by available for your use. Call ahead to make arrange-
ments.  
               Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home:  715-757-3296 

President:                              Katrina DeWitt                                  
                             cool-kat1@tds.net 

                                 920-405-8534 
 
Vice President:                           Ray Nancoz 
                                                 rayn@itol.com 
                                                  920-746-0428 
 
Treasurer:                                Dick Francini 
                                dfrancini@polycello.com 
                                                  920-338-8504 
 
Secretary:                       Amy Hannon-Drew 
                                    momran2@yahoo.com  
                                                  920-499-0395 
 
Board Members: 
  
Tom Cashman               tcash99930@aol.com 
Don DeWitt                           ddewitt@tds.net 
Gerry Kocken            gerryk@kockenwi.com    
Steve Mofle         moflephoto@gbonline.com    
Jim Vareka                        jbkn@lakefield.net 

NPMAS CLUB LOANER 
TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are eligible to use, free of charge, 
for a one month period, one of the two club tele-
scopes available. Please contact the person in 
charge of the telescope you wish to use to make ar-
rangements. 

                        

                             10” Dobsonian Telescope 
                                  Don DeWitt          920-405-8534 
                                                           ddewitt@tds.net 

 

                        8” Triple Axis Newtonian 
                                  Ron Parmentier   920-336-5878 

                          

 

NPMAS Staff 
AL Awards Coordinator                 Tom Cashman 
ALCor                                           Ron Parmentier                               
Website                                              Don DeWitt 
Night Sky Network                       Katrina DeWitt 
                                                        Gerry Kocken 
                                                           Steve Mofle 
Committee Chairs 
Program                                      George McCourt 
Membership                                      Wayne Kuhn 
Properties                                        Gerry Kocken 
Observatory                                    Gerry Kocken 
Public Outreach                            Katrina DeWitt 
Messier Marathon                            Mike Monfils 
Astronomy Day                      Amy Hannon-Drew 
                                                             Lynn Ward 
Club Picnic                                          ??????? 
October Field Trip                        Katrina DeWitt 
                                                        Ty Westbrook 
 



The Eyepiece Info 
The Eyepiece is a monthly 
publication of the Neville Pub-
lic Museum Astronomical 
Society. Material in The Eye-
piece may be reprinted for non 
profit use with proper credit 
and consent from both the 
editor and writer. 
The editor reserves the right to 
accept or refuse, edit for con-
tent etc., any article or image 
submitted for publication. 
The cut away eyepiece dia-
gram is used with permission 
from Orion Telescopes and 
Binoculars.  

Parmentier Observatory 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN THE FUN - TWICE! 
 May 14-15 & May 21-22 

Editor: Katrina DeWitt 
Electronic Submissions: 

cool-kat1@tds.net  
Hardcopy submissions:  

The Eyepiece 
1081 Raleigh Street 

Green Bay, WI 54304 

 
 


