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NPMAS Club Loaner

Telescopes
NPMAS members may use,
free of charge, for a one
month, one of the two club
telescopes available. For
more details, please contact
Gerry Kocken, Properties
Chair, at 920-336-8594.

Kroes Observing Weekend
(K.O.W.)
by Anthony J. Kroes

The weather is getting a bit colder, but the ground isn’t frozen yet! Enjoy a little
change of scenery and come out to Tony and Tara’s house November 12th - 14th for
a weekend of observing. Observe and go home, or bring your tent or camper for an
overnighter - we have plenty of space!

We have moderately dark skies (about the same as the Parmentier Observatory)
above 10 acres of unplanted farmland situated a few miles southwest of Pulaski, just
west of Green Bay. The observatory with 12" LX200 will be open for ‘tours’ (takes
about 30 seconds, so come early!) and observing, and the 8" and binocular mounts
will be set up also. The observing fields around the observatory are mowed and ready
for your telescopes, binoculars, or lawn chairs. Power is available via extension cord
from the observatory.

For those worried about rustic facilities, the house will be open for warming up and
the kitchen and bathroom will be available for your use. We will provide coffee and
cocoa, and the fridge and microwave will be at your disposal. Internet access and
satellite weather on the TV should keep us informed.

On the observing plan for the night, I will be working on globular clusters for the new
A.L. Globular observing program with the 12" in the observatory, and Tara will be
working on her Binocular Messier program. If clear, it should be a great night for just
about any object you want to look at. We may even catch a few early Leonid meteors!

Speaking of Leonid meteors, Tara and I would like to also extend an invitation at this
time to come out and view the Leonid meteor shower this year. The shower peaks at
3 am or 4 am November 17th. All the big ‘storms’ have gone away for the next 30 years
or so but the normal 10-20 per hour rate is still a nice event, and with so many pieces
of comet Tempel-Tuttle floating around out there, even the most well known of
showers can still give us surprises.

Come out on the night of November 16th (Tuesday night) and enjoy a nice relaxing
viewing session. Bring the lawn chair for comfort, and a sleeping bag to keep warm.
Things should pick up after midnight, and the moon will have set by then.

We hope to see you all out here for one, the other, or maybe both events! Directions
available at http://www.cdo-astro.com/Directions (case sensitive!)
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Meetings,
Events & Star Parties

November 3

NPMAS board meeting
7-9pm
Kocken & Associates 

November 10

NPMAS club meeting
7-9pm
Lynn Ward and 
Amy Hannon-Drew 

What is Radio Astronomy? 

November 12-14 

Kroes Observing Weekend
(K.O.W.)

Come for observing. Stay all
night and camp. Dark skies and
lots of room!

November 17

Leonid Meteor Shower
Best viewing between midnight
and 4 a.m. on 11/17, but keep a
lookout from 11/14 through
11/21.

Minutes of the October 13 Meeting 

by Amy Hannon-Drew

The meeting was called to order by Ray Nancoz about 7:06 pm. Gerry was
unable to attend. We went over past events including Astrofest and
Parmentier Observing Weekend. Several members had been observing
since our last meeting and shared their experiences with us. Many of them
are taking advantage of the morning hours to observe Saturn. Mike Monfils
was able to see a very thin crescent moon the day before new moon.

We talked about upcoming celestial events including the total lunar eclipse
on Oct 27th. No formal gatherings have been planned so far. The board
meeting was scheduled for that evening and has been changed to Nov. 3rd,
at Gerry Kocken’s office. 

Dick Francini went over the dues and subscription information. Magazine
subscriptions are due now, calendars and handbooks are due by
November, and club dues are due by the end of the year.

The club field trip was cancelled due to lack of participation. Katrina will
refund your money or destroy the check.

Gary Baier went over NASA news, and we had a few show-and-tell
participants. Steve Mofle updated us on his progress on rebuilding his
scope, and Dick Francini shared an innovative way to keep his binocular
lenses from fogging up in the cold!

Two observing awards were given out. The first went to Dick Francini who
completed the Herschel observing club. He was awarded certificate #308.
Dan Sheber completed the Planetary Club and was awarded certificate
#28. Congratulations Dan and Dick.

We took a break at 7:55pm after Jim Sentowski gave a very interesting talk
on Cosmology! Thank you Jim!

Call for Content: Astronomy Photo of the Month

by Anthony J. Kroes

This issue we introduce another of our
new features – the ‘Astronomy Photo of
the Month’ (APOM).

The APOM is a spotlight piece reserved
for images that you, the membership,
send in for publication. We are looking
for images of any sort of astronomy or
meteorological event. That could be an
image of M13, a shot taken at the club
picnic, aurora, cloud formations,
digital or webcam pics through the
eyepiece, club field trip, etc. As long as
it involves the club or the sky – we’ll
take it!

The morning sun cast shadows though the jet contrails over the NWTC campus in Green Bay

Photo by Tony Kroes
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A Long Cold Summer

by Gary Baier

It has been a long cold summer out at
Parmentier Observatory. This has meant that the
mosquitoes have been few and the dew has been
heavy. In September I was the only one out there
when the neighbors dropped by. Many of the
people from the houses in the immediate area
were having a party and decided they wanted to
look through the telescopes. We looked at the
standard objects like M27, Alberio, M4, and the
Lagoon Nebula. I ended the show by destroying
everyone’s night vision with a view of the moon.
In the process I reinforced some friendships with
the observatory and several of the neighbors
commented on the number of visible barn lights.
(hopefully that will keep them thinking and
aware! AJK.) Afterwards, I stayed until early
morning and enjoyed some galaxy hunting.

In October, Dick Francini and I spent part of the
Saturday evening before the meeting looking for
objects to fill Dick’s new preoccupation:
binocular objects. He hopes to earn the pin by
next year. We were doing fairly well when we
discovered that the Sky Atlas 2000 did not show
the object we were looking for. That was 20
minutes of our lives spent going down the wrong
path. Well, things could have been worse…. I
packed up my 8" Dob early because of dew.
Dick’s binoculars kept having the eyepieces fog
over every time a warm nose got too close. A
chemical hand heater and the worlds longest
twist tie fixed the problem. Dick is now working
on a more aesthetically pleasing solution. In all,
the sky was very steady if not very transparent
and we got to eat some popcorn and experiment
with my new digital camera. For the record, I still
like my Pentax K1000 better. 

With winter approaching
the observatory will be
closed soon. I am often
there on dark moon
weekends during the
school year and
whenever I can get 
there in the summer. 
All are invited. For 
those interested, the 
fall cleaning will be
occurring in a few 
weeks and everyone 
is welcome to help 
with that also.

Planet Watch 
For November

by Wayne E. Kuhn

Mercury reaches greatest elongation east (22 degrees) on the
21st but can only be glimpsed, with difficulty, very low in the
southwest after sunset in the second half of the month. It
shines at magnitude –0.3 and is 5.6" in size. 

Venus rises about 3 hours before the Sun and stands only
about 10 degrees high in the east-southeast at the beginning
of morning twilight. This poor showing is due to the shallow
ecliptic angle. It shines at magnitude –4.0 and is 12.8" in size.
Venus is in conjunction with Jupiter on November 4th.

Earth’s Moon: Moon reaches apogee (251,654 miles from the
Earth) on the 2nd at 12:00 noon CDT. Last Quarter Moon is at
11:53 PM CDT on the 4th. New Moon is at 8:27 AM CDT on
the 12th. Moon reaches perigee (225,129 miles from Earth),
on the 14th at 8:00 AM CDT. First Quarter Moon is on the 18st
at 11:50 PM CDT. Full Moon is on the 26th at 2:07 PM CDT.
Moon reaches apogee (252,247 miles from Earth) for the
second time in one month on the 30th at 5:00 AM CDT.

Mars improves in visibility as it moves from Virgo to Libra in
the second half of the month. It is low in the east-southeast
during morning twilight, shines at magnitude 1.7 and is 3.7"
in apparent size.

Jupiter is in Virgo and improves in visibility in the predawn
sky. At midmonth it rises nearly 4 hours before the sun and
stand about 20 degrees high in the east-southeast at the
beginning of morning twilight. It shines at magnitude –1.8
and is 31.9" in apparent size. Double shadow transit on
Jupiter at 5:28 AM on the 5th.

Saturn is in Gemini and rises by 9:00 PM in the east-
northeast. It stands about 60 degrees high at the beginning of
morning twilight, shines at magnitude 0.1 and is 19.1" in size. 

Uranus is in the constellation of Aquarius all night, shines at
magnitude 5.8 and is 3.5" in size. 

Neptune is in the constellation Capricornus, shines at
magnitude 7.9 and is 2.2" in size. 

Pluto is in the constellation Ophiuchus, shines at magnitude
13.9 and is 0.1" in size.

Photo by 

Gary Baier
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A.L. Observing Programs
#1 – Binocular Messier Club

by Anthony J. Kroes

Back in March, the newsletter published an introductory article that was the start
of a long series of write-ups about each A.L. Observing Club. The articles are
designed to assist people in starting and completing each program. They will
highlight the ins and outs of each program, how to complete them successfully,
show tips on observing that program’s particular type of objects, and list lessons
learned (some the hard way!) Individual issues with each program will be
discussed, and certain objects from the program will be ‘spotlighted’ if they are of
some particular interest. This month the wait is over! For your reading pleasure, I
give to you, ‘The Binocular Messier Club’….

The Binocular Messier Club (BMC) is one of a number of A.L. programs that do not
require a telescope. As such, and because of the brightness of many of the objects
contained on the observing list, it is often the first program with which someone
new to observing or new to working on A.L. observing programs starts. The objects
to view come from the famous list of deep sky objects compiled in the late 
18th century by French astronomer Charles Messier. They are some of the most
beautiful deep sky objects visible. Today’s ‘Messier List’ has been updated and a few
additional objects added to the original to bring the total to 110. Don’t worry
though - you don’t have to view all of them!

Basic Premise: With binoculars only, view any 50 of the 110 Messier objects. 

Available at http://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs/binomess/binomesa.html
are the program details. In addition to the rules and specifics, they give a
breakdown of the objects into ‘Easy’, Tough’ and ‘Challenge’ categories based on a
couple of common binocular sizes. You are allowed to observe any number of
objects from any category no matter what size optics you use. The
categories are just there to help people determine which objects to try.
Begin with a couple of the easy ones until you get familiar with the list!

Program Specifics: As with all A.L. programs, each object viewed
needs some information to go along with it. This program has a
very light list of details - another reason to start with this one. You
will need to list the name or designation of the object you viewed,
the date and time that you saw it, a short description of what you
saw, and an estimate of how steady the sky was. The ‘seeing’ or sky
steadiness is usually rated on a 1-5 scale, with 1 being the most
perfect steady night, and 5 being the most horrendous wavering
undulating sky you have ever seen. Here is an example observation
from my own notes on the program:

M13, 7 Aug 97, 9:17pm, Sky: 2, WOW! Very resolvable, Huge open cluster
with some 3D-like detail. Amazing cluster – try with CCD or film later!

That’s it! As you can see from my very basic description, you don’t have to be an
astrophysicist to do this! Write down the details of what you saw, compare this
object to another, give a feeling or impression, or all of the above. Anything counts
as long as you really saw the object.

M13
The Hercules Cluster

A globular cluster in Hercules,it contains
nearly half a million stars. In the 10x50
binoculars field of view shown here, it looks
like a fuzzy ball of light.

Screenshot courtesy Starry Night software
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M45 
The Pleiades

The Seven Sisters

An open cluster in Taurus. Many of the 500
stars in the cluster are easily visible in this
10x50 binoculars field of view.

Screenshot courtesy Starry Night software

Pitfalls: Finding what you are looking for is one of the biggest pitfalls for new
observers. This is especially true for binocular programs when the observer is
‘freehanding’ the binoculars (as opposed to using some sort of mount such as a
tripod or parallelogram mount). 

Without a mount, when you look away from the optics to check a star
chart, it is nearly impossible to look back up at the exact same spot of sky
to continue starhopping to your target. Looking for an object often becomes a
study in memorizing ‘just one more’ landmark as you follow the same trail over and
over from a bright reference point – going one star further each time.

A stable mount allows you to leave the binoculars pointed at the sky while you
check your references. When you see your next point on the chart and look back
through the binoculars, they are pointing just where you left them, and it is only the
new point you need to jump to – no retracing your entire path each time! A
parallelogram mount is the easiest to work with, but a simple
tripod with a threaded binocular ‘L’-bracket (available from
most astronomy gear retailers) is all you need to start.

Tips: The Astronomical League publishes observing
handbooks for use with some of its observing programs. They
give background on the program, the objects to view, tips for
viewing, etc. Some also include observation sheets and checklists to
assist you. For some programs, such as this one, the book is optional, for
others, it is mandatory. The book for this program is called: ‘Observe: A Guide to
the Messier Objects’ and it is available for $8.00 from the A.L. website. Here is a link
to a simple observing sheet of my own design that I used when I completed this
program. It has all the info that is required by the program, and will be more than
enough to get you started, but feel free to modify it to fit your own observing needs.

There are also many interesting and helpful web sites on the Internet that have
content related to Charles Messier and his list. Quite a few have a great selection of
images also. You won’t see that kind of detail in binoculars, but it is always nice to
get as detailed of an image as possible and compare the objects in all their glory.

A simple planisphere or ‘Messier Card’ will get you started for the brightest
objects on the list, but won’t be enough with which to finish. Get yourself a
good set of beginner star charts like the ‘Bright Star Atlas’ ($9.95) ‘The
Cambridge Star Atlas’ ($24.95) or better yet, ‘Sky Atlas 2000’ ($29.95
and up depending on the version you get). Don’t skimp here – the
extra money spent on a good set of reference materials will more
than pay for itself in time and frustration saved looking for fainter
objects. My recommendation here would be the ‘Sky Atlas 2000’.
It shows fainter stars than the other two (down to magnitude 8
instead of 6.5) and a lot more deep sky objects. It is a great set of
charts that will assist you in your binocular endeavors, and will
stay with you as you move on to more difficult programs with the
telescope. Get the ‘Laminated Field Version’ ($69.95) for the
ultimate in spiral bound, dew-proof, easy to read, last you the rest of
your life star charts.

So there we have it: the Binocular Messier Club. A great place to start if
you are new to all of this, or a great place to sit back and relax for those who
have already tackled some of the more difficult programs. Either way, you get to
view some of the most beautiful deep sky objects up there. To reward you for your
efforts, upon completion of the program you will receive a nice certificate and a pin
for your lapel or observing hat. The pin is even binocular shaped!
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Comet Watch by Anthony J. Kroes

29P/Schwassmann-Wachmann is this month’s spotlight
comet. Why? Well, at its normal magnitude of around 17, this
would only be a target for a CCD camera. However, this
comet is currently undergoing an ‘outburst’.

An ‘outburst’ is a period of spontaneous activity that
temporarily brightens a comet. The outburst may last weeks
or months. Outbursts are one of the problems astronomers
have when predicting how bright a comet will eventually get.
It may mean the difference between daytime viewing or not! 

Comet 29P has had several outbursts over the last few
months, and is currently about magnitude 12. That is still
pretty faint, but much better than its normal state, and it
may be visible in a 10" telescope. On rare occasions, 29P has
had an outburst that brightened it to magnitude 10! These
outbursts are sporadic, and although 29P has had quite a
few recently, we have no way of knowing whether it will
taper off now, or possibly brighten even further. The only
way to tell is to keep watching it – one day it may just jump
right out at you!

Web site of the month: www.Skyhound.com

Skyhound.com is a great general astronomy resource for
news, astronomy related software, details about selected
objects for observing each month, and a section of other
astronomy links. 

In addition, they have a comet page that gives some good
detail by latitude and day of month to determine what you
may or may not be able to see regarding comets! Check out
http://www.skyhound.com/sh/comets.html. 

Look near the bottom of that page for Skyhound’s ‘Guide to
Comets’ and ‘Guide to Finding Comets’. A couple of good
comet references that may help you. 

Comet 29P Schwassmann-Wachmann on August 22, 2003 as it passed through
Aquarius. Its magnitude is approximately 15.0 in this 5 minute exposure with a 12”
LX200 and ST7 CCD camera . Note the short upward pointing (South) tail.

Photo by Tony Kroes

A Cloudy Eclipse

by Anthony J. Kroes

The forecast for eclipse night looked bad from a
couple days out, so I am sure no one was too
surprised when sunset on the 27th came
completely clouded over, at least in Green Bay
and Pulaski. What did surprise me was that the
clouds broke up in spots later in the evening,
and part of the eclipse was visible!

I thought my students might like a view during a
break, so I kept looking outside during the class
to see how things were coming along. It didn’t
look good at 8:00 pm. 15 minutes to first contact
– complete clouds. The sky was the same a few
minutes later at 8:14 when that tantalizing first
‘bite’ was supposed to happen. I thought that
that would be that, but kept checking just in case.

At around 8:45 a thin spot in the clouds came
along and I caught a glimpse of the moon about
1/3 eclipsed! Unfortunately it ducked right back
under the clouds before I could drag any
students out to see it. On my way home around
9:30 there wasn’t even a brighter patch of cloud
to tell where to look.

At home around 11:30 or so, I went back outside
to see how things were going. Maybe if the
clouds had thinned I could catch the last few
minutes before the moon was completely out of
the umbra. Sure enough, the thick overcast had
given way to a thin layer of broken puffs that
allowed a pretty good view. Tara and Nick came
out to join me for a moment, and really enjoyed
seeing even just that little portion of the event. I
watched a few more minutes here and there, but
went to bed before it was completely over.

Hopefully some of you got a few minutes of
observing in between (or through!) the clouds. If
you did, write a paragraph or two and send them
in! We’ll post them in the next issue!
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Gerry Kocken, President
gerryk@kockenwi.com 
(920-336-8594)
Ray Nancoz, Vice President
alcor@doorastronomy.org  
(920-746-0428)
Dick Francini, Treasurer
dfrancini@polycello.com
(920-338-8504)
Amy Hannon-Drew, Secretary
momran2@yahoo.com
(920-499-0395)

Board Members:
Tom Cashman
tcash99930@aol.com
Don DeWitt  ddewitt@tds.net
Steve Mofle
moflephoto@gbonline.com
Jim Vareka  jbkn@lakefield.net

NPMAS Staff:
AL Awards Coordinator

Tom Cashman
ALCor Ron Parmentier 
Website Don DeWitt
Night Sky Network Katrina DeWitt

Gerry Kocken
Steve Mofle

Committee Chairs:
Program George McCourt
Membership Wayne Kuhn
Properties Gerry Kocken
Observatory Gerry Kocken
Public Outreach Katrina DeWitt
Messier Marathon Mike Monfils
Astronomy Day Amy Hannon-Drew

Lynn Ward
Club Picnic Katrina DeWitt
October Field Trip Katrina DeWitt

Ty Westbrook

NPMAS Board 2004 Committee
Chairs

NPMAS  Observing Sites

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.

Parmentier Observatory — largest private observatory in WI
housing a 30" classical Cassegrain. Members may view through the
30" or bring their own scopes and set up in the field below.
Observatory Number: 920-845-5626
Ron Parmentier Home: 920-336-5878

Crivitz Observing — private residence of Dave & Carol Jorgenson.
Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this
site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped
with electricity and a cabin is available for use. Call ahead to make
arrangements.
Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home: 715-757-3296

Cedar Drive Observatory — private residence of Tony Kroes and
Tara Adsit. Located in Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Call ahead to
make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home: 920-822-4959

Club Update

by Gerry Kocken

I apologize for missing
the October meeting. I
had a10 day vacation
scheduled since last
year at this time. My
wife Jean and I took a
southern Caribbean
cruise and got back on Monday. This is a short
newsletter article since I have had little time
for myself trying to catch up. I do want to say
that I’m looking forward to serving the club as
President for the next year. As a club, we have a
lot to accomplish yet this year, even though
much of the scheduled activities for the year
are completed. We do have Tony’s observing
weekend on November 12 and 13, which is the
last club event for the year. 

I would like to remind everyone they need to
get the club dues in for next year along with
magazine subscriptions, and calendar and
Observer’s Guide orders. We need to complete
the schedule of events for next year. We should
also start to thinking about events such as the
NCRAL Convention (co-sponsored with DPAS)
and our NPMAS Astronomy Day. These are, as
a club, our two largest events for the year.
Please consider volunteering your time to
these special events.

Worthy of Note

by Anthony J. Kroes

During the month of October, the following club members were
recognized for their work and achievement regarding things
astronomical:

Dick Francini was awarded the Herschel 400 Club pin
and certificate #308 for his observations of 400 objects
from William Herschel’s famous list. This is a
milestone achievement!

Dan Sheber was awarded the Planetary Club pin 
and certificate #28 for his observations and projects
involving the planets and other objects in our solar
system.

Congratulations Dick and Dan. Keep those observations going! As
always, if any of you are currently working on an A.L. observing
program, please let us know so we can update the club web page.
Also, be sure to check out the article about the Binocular Messier
Club elsewhere in this issue.

Observing is always more fun with more people, so if anyone is
interested in getting a group together to work on an observing
program, let us know. It worked very well last year with the lunar
program! 

Upcoming articles: In December we explore the Herschel 400 Club,
and in January, the Lunar Club.
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NPMAS Meeting

November 10, 2004

Member Speakers

Lynn Ward and 
Amy Hannon-Drew

What is Radio Astronomy?
Where did it originate? What has
it contributed to our society and
our understanding of the
Universe? These are some of the
questions we hope to answer in
our talk about Radio Astronomy!
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