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NPMAS Club Loaner
Telescopes
NPMAS members may use, 
free of charge, for a one 
month, one of the two club 
telescopes available. For 
more details, please contact 
Gerry Kocken, Properties 
Chair, at 920-336-8594.

18th Annual Messier Marathon
by Mike Monfils 

It is that time again. The 18th Messier Marathon will be held at Neshota Park on March 25. 
The doors will open at 4pm for this all-night observing session and potluck party.   

So, change the battery in your red light, clean your eyepieces, pack up your astro equipment, 
or bring you binoculars, and come join us. Mark your calendar with our first scheduled 
observing event of 2006.

For new observers, here is a little history of the Messier Catalog:

In the latter part of the 18th century, Charles 
Messier, a French astronomer, created a 
list of 109 objects to aid himself and his 
associates in the pursuit comet hunting. 
These objects were placed on the list so 
he and his colleagues wouldn’t confuse 
them with newly discovered comets. 
Messier, known as the Comet Ferret by his 
colleagues, used a number of telescopes 
with light gathering ability of a modern 
80mm telescope of today.  As we look at 
these objects with modern equipment, we 
can see that they are some of the brightest 
and most spectacular objects in the night 
sky. The Messier Marathon is a dusk to 
dawn observing party in which it is possible 
to see all 109 Messier objects, which consist 
of galaxies, nebula, and star clusters.

All members of the NPMAS, NEWSTAR, 
and Door Peninsula Astronomical Society are invited. It is also a “potluck” party and 
everyone is encouraged to bring a dish or dessert to share. You do need to bring your own 
beverages. The club will provide the plates, bowls, cups and utensils. The only thing we ask 
is to keep the shelter clean.

You don’t have to own a telescope or binoculars to participate in the marathon and there is 
no need to stay all night. In fact, if you want to see some different astronomical equipment, 
this is a fine time to see them in action. 
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Meeting Minutes  

January 
by Amy Hannon-Drew

Our January meeting was held on Wednesday, January 11 at the Out ‘O’ Town 

Club. Before our meal we did hold a brief meeting. Gerry went over upcoming 

events and had some handouts for upcoming lectures etc. We had about 30 – 35 

members attend the party. Julie Mofle did a great job of coordinating a white 

elephant swap and door prize giveaways and Santa Pez dispensers. Some of my 

favorite white elephants included: a deck 

of cards with one card missing, a mustache 

grooming kit, a meteor shower helmet and a 

Tyson Chicken (stuffed animal).  The meal 

was off the menu and was delicious! From 

what I could tell, everyone had a wonderful 

time.  Door prizes included beautiful tree 

ornaments and delicious home baked 

cookies! Thank you Julie for all of your hard 

work!  Our February meeting will be a show 

and tell!  Bring your new astro gadgets and 

do-dads to show off!

February 
by Amy Hannon-Drew

The February meeting of the NPMAS was held at the Neville Public Museum on 

Wednesday, February 9, 2006.  The meeting started at 7pm and was chaired by 

Gerry Kocken and Ed Smith. We had a great turnout this month! There were over 

forty people in attendance, including two new members! The meeting started with 

a review of prior NPMAS events. The list included: a summary of the Christmas 

party/January meeting by Joe Walton, Mike Monfils’ report on Kroes Observing 

Weekend and several club members reminisced about the Camp Unie weekend! 

Next on the agenda was a look ahead at future events. Coming up are: the annual 

Messier Marathon on March 25 at Neshota Park, Astronomy Day on April 8, and 

a great field trip on June 10 to Yerkes Observatory in Williams Bay.  Mark your 

calendars!  Gary Baier kept us up to date on the projects at NASA. Those Mars 

Rovers keep on roving and NASA has asked the public for help on the Stardust 

project. Before club members got to share there newest toys (it was gadget night), 

Ray Nancoz gave a lesson on getting the most out of using a planisphere! After the 

meeting it was off to Happy Joe’s for food and fun. See you next month, Ty and 

Kathleen West brook will be giving a presentation about an observatory in Ireland 

they were fortunate enough to visit. You don’t want to miss it!

The NPMAS will provide an observing 
form for your use and the rules are as 
follows:

 •  A special certificate will be given to 
everyone who observes 5 or more 
Messier Objects.

 •  Gold stars will be placed on the 
certificate for every 10 objects 
observed after the initial 10 objects.

 •  All objects must be located by the 
star hopping method to be eligible 
for the certificate. You may use other 
methods to locate objects but you 
will not be eligible for a certificate.

 •  The NPMAS will provide you with a 
list containing a suggested observing 
sequence. You can also make your 
own list if you prefer.

 •  You will be required to write down 
the time you observe each object. 
All observations must be made with 
either a telescope or binoculars to be 
eligible for a certificate.

Please note that these rules are for 
the people that want to observe in the 
marathon style.

Neshota Park is located in southeastern 
Brown County, 5 miles north of 
Denmark on CTY T. From the north, 
the Park is 3.5 miles south of Poland on 
CTY T. Turn east on Park road. The Park 
is about ½ mile down on your left.

Clear or cloudy, snow or rain, the 
Marathon will be held. So, join us to 
create some new memories. 

The date once again is Saturday, March 
25. Come and join us.

Messier Marathon 
CONTINUED From Page 1



Planet Watch For March
by Wayne E. Kuhn

Mercury will rapidly fade as it sinks into the bright 
evening twilight the first week of March and is in inferior 
conjunction on March 12. While it is visible it will shine 
at magnitude 0.5 and be 8.4" in apparent size.

Venus is still in the morning sky but its visibility 
degrades slightly near the end of the month. It shines at 
magnitude –4.4 and is 29.4" in apparent size. 

Earth’s Moon: First Quarter Moon is on the 6th at 2:16 PM. Moon is at apogee 
(252,450 miles) on the 12th at 8:00 PM. Full Moon is on the 14th at 5:35 PM 
(Prenumbral Eclipse at Moonrise). Last Quarter Moon is on the 22nd at 1:10 PM. 
Moon is at perigee (223,176 miles) on the 28th at 1:00 AM. New Moon is on the 29th 
at 4:15 AM.

Mars is in Taurus and is 50 degrees high in the west-southwest after sunset and sets 
about 1:00 AM in the northwest.  It shines at magnitude 0.9 and shrinks to 6.5" in 
apparent size. 

Jupiter remains in Libra and rises at about 10:30 PM in the east-southeast. It is 
stationary on March 5th and begins retrograde (westward) motion. It shines at 
magnitude –2.3 and is 40.7" in apparent size.

Saturn is in Cancer and stands about 60 degrees high in the southeast at the end of 
evening twilight. It sets by about 4:30 AM, shines at magnitude 0.0 and is 19.8" in 
apparent size. 

Uranus is still in the constellation Aquarius. It shines at magnitude 5.9 and is 3.3" in 
apparent size.

Neptune is in the northern part of the constellation Capricornus all year. It dimly 
shines at magnitude 8.0 and is 2.2" in apparent size. 

Pluto starts the year in the constellation Serpens Cauda but will move ever so slightly 
into Ophiuchus in October. It shines at magnitude 14 and is 0.1" in size.
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Astronomy Photo 
of the Month

In Honor of the 
Messier Marathon

M1 
The Crab Nebula 

 
by Anthony J. Kroes

Meetings,  
Events & Star  

Parties

March 8  
Club Meeting

March 14  
Penumbral Eclipse

March 25  
Messier Marathon

Looking Ahead:

April 8
Astronomy Day 

April 21-22
NCRAL 2006 
Appleton, WI 

May 25-29
WOW, Hartman Creek 

June 10
Yerkes Trip 
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An X-ceptional Night at the Eyepiece– 
July 11, 2004 
by Dick Francini

Pluto has been in the news a lot recently; the 
New Horizons mission to Pluto launched on Jan. 
18 and the February issue of Sky and Telescope 
had an interesting article and an amazing Hubble 
photo of Pluto’s two newly discovered moons 
(P1 and P2), making a total of three for the solar 
system’s smallest planet. There is also the going 
controversy regarding the recent discoveries of 
other large objects out past Pluto in the Kuiper 
Belt that could be considered new planets. Is this 
is what motivated me to finally get around to 
writing this article about Pluto after a year and a 
half, or was it Tony soliciting new articles for the 
newsletter at the holiday party? Maybe the answer 
is a bit of both.

A few years ago I came across some articles 
about amateur astronomers finding Pluto with a 
telescope as small as a 6" (and even one article 
about using a 4 ¼" scope). I had an 8" scope that 
I had modified to try and maximize seeing dim 
deep sky objects. I’ve always wanted to see if I 
could find Pluto, but thought is was out of the 
question with a telescope the size of mine. These 
articles motivated me to give it a try, but I soon realized that this was going to be very difficult task to accomplish as Pluto 
was an extremely dim 13.9 magnitude object and near perfect conditions would probably be necessary. I must have tried 
nine or ten different times with no success and was close to giving up. A few times I though I MIGHT have located it, but it 
does not count as an official observation in my book unless you can say you have seen it for sure, no maybes are allowed.

The evening of July 10 started as anything but a successful night. I arrived at my cottage late and setup as it was getting 
quite dark. I noticed that the sky looked extremely good as there seemed to be more stars then normal and they were visible 
right down to the horizon. It was a cold summer night as a strong cold front had gone through dropping the temperature and 
really clearing out the normal summer humidity. My high expectations of a great observing night quickly disappeared when 
I realized that my Telrad did not seem to be working. I’m a star hopper and use the system of getting into the neighborhood 
with my Telrad, homing in on the object with the finder scope, and finally looking at the object through the eyepiece. 
With the Telrad not operational my system completely fell apart! I decided to try and find an easier object to locate by 
sighting along the edge of the scope’s tube and then fine tuning with the finder. Much to my surprise I was able to locate 
M-51 (the Whirlpool Galaxy), one look in the eyepiece confirmed that this was in fact an exceptional night with both 
seeing (atmospheric turbulence) and transparency (how dark the background sky is) about as good as I have seen from this 
normally good dark sky location. M-51 was spectacular with clearly defined spiral structure in the arms that I have not seen 
with this scope before. Now I’m really disappointed, the best night of the year and I’m out of business. I did not want to 
move to a new location as I was concerned I would be unable to find anything else without my Telrad, so I spent some time 
looking at some other really dim galaxies plotted in Uranometria in the same part of the sky as M-51. Things suddenly went 
from bad to worse as clouds started rolling in, within just a few minutes the sky completely clouded over. After a brief wait 
it became painfully obvious that this was not a momentary delay. 

CONTINUED On Page 5

Image credit: NASA/KSC 
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An X-ceptional Night continued
I took the Telrad inside the cottage to try and determine the problem and wait out the cloud delay. It took two hours for 
the sky to clear. I used the time figure out what was wrong with the Telrad and come to the realization that this might be a 
perfect night to try Pluto again (if it clears and if the sky conditions remain excellent). The Telrad failure was actually very 
simple. I have the pulse feature on my Telrad; it has a second adjustment knob to regulate the timing of the pulse which if 
turned completely in one direction will turn off the light. I never turn it off using this method, I normally use the adjustment 
knob which regulates the brightness to turn the unit off. It never occurred to me to even check the pulse knob. The delay 
allowed me to fix my Telrad, eat some dinner, and realize that I should try Pluto one more time. It’s not often that you can 
say a two hour cloud delay is a good thing!

Once the clouds cleared the sky seemed just as good as before the interruption. It did not take long to navigate to the correct 
area as I was familiar with this part of the sky, I had sought out Pluto four weeks earlier during the previous New Moon. 
I tried different combinations of eyepieces, used different tricks like moving the scope ever so slightly and putting a black 
cloth over my head to block any remaining stray light, and used averted vision without much success. I had a very detailed 
map from Sky and Telescope with all stars plotted down to 14th magnitude, so I knew just where to look. More importantly, 
on this particular night Pluto was in a fairly open area not close to other stars of similar magnitudes. Last month Pluto fell 
in an area with four other 13th and 14th magnitude stars right by it. On that night the sky conditions were not as good and 
objects this dim were not steady; they were popping in and out, so I had no way to determine if the object I was seeing was 
Pluto or one of these close dim stars.

 I also used two tips I read about in the book “The Caldwell Objects” by Stephen O’Meara. First, try and relax, you are often 
standing in an uncomfortable position for an extended period of time and at the same time straining to see an object which is 
just on the edge of visibility. I was able to get into a more comfortable sitting position using an adjustable observing chair. 
You are also probably straining your eye, try and relax your eye and let the details just happen. Second he recommends 
taking breaks and walking away from the eyepiece for a few moments before trying again. I’ve also learned from experience 
that you should resist the temptation to turn on your red flashlight and take another look at your charts, even at the lowest 
setting this small amount of light affects my dark adaptation. You will need to memorize the stars in the field so you do not 
have to continuously go back to your charts.   

After trying numerous different combinations of eyepieces and Barlow, I finally ended up settling on my 8 mm Radian 
eyepiece with a 2X Barlow giving me 305 power and a tiny field of view of only 12 arc minutes across or about 1/5th of 
a degree. This combination seemed to 
give me the clearest view of the dimmer 
stars and also allowed me to use my 
new glasses, due to the excellent eye 
relief afforded by a Radian eyepiece 
and improved even further by use of the 
Barlow. I normally don’t use glasses 
when observing. As I sat and took in 
the view I could see all the stars in my 
picture except the two 14th mag stars 
and Pluto. 

What did Dick see next?

Join us next month for the X-citing 
conclusion to Dick's X-cellent Pluto 
adventure!
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March Space History
Day Year Event

01  1966  Venera 3, Venus Impact (USSR)

06  1986  Vega 1, Comet Halley Flyby

08  1986  Susei, Comet Halley Flyby

09  1986  Vega 2, Comet Halley Flyby 

09  1961  Sputnik 9 Launch (Carried Dog Named Chernushka) 

10  1986  Sakigake, Comet Halley Flyby

13  1986  Giotto, Comet Halley Flyby 

13  1781  William Herschel’s Discovery of Uranus 

16  1966  Gemini 8 Launch (Neil Armstrong & David Scott) 

16  1926  1st Liquid Fuel Rocket Launch By Robert Goddard 

This month we see a flurry of 20th anniversaries.  The cause?  Comet Halley’s return through the solar system during 1986 
on its 76 year orbit!  Scientists planned well ahead to have spacecraft in the vicinity as things moved along – they didn’t want 
to miss this once-in-a-lifetime event.  While the comet was not as spectacular visually (from Earth anyway!) as it had been 
on some previous orbits, the science gathered was outstanding.  The Giotto craft even took images from as close as 1100km, 
capturing amazing surface jets as well as the first-ever image of a comet nucleus.  Since then we have had a number of 
spacecraft fly to comets or take side trips to them while on their way to some other destination to gather additional science.  
Things will only get more spectacular as we go along, so stay tuned!

Photo of Comet Halley taken 
 by the Giotto spacecraft in 1986 

New memberships  
to NPMAS in January  
and February:

Josh Beranek 
430 B Nancy Lane #85 
Pulaski WI 54162 
920-246-4306 
joshberanek@yahoo.com

Kathleen Einan 
217 Greenwood Drive 
Rothschild, WI 54474 
715-355-7717 
katzooma@yahoo.com

Lisa Neuman 
910 Cherry St. Apt 3 
Green Bay WI 54301 
920-676-1599 
neumes420@yahoo.com

Mark Revall 
2998 Maple Grove 
Suamico WI 54173 
920-639-2015 
markr@klemmtanklines.com

New Member Info from Kathleen Einan
How did you find out about the club? A year ago I started a subscription to the ‘Sky and 
Telescope’ magazine. Quite honestly I think that it was a bit advanced for my level of knowledge. 
It was through their web site that I located the NPMAS when I was searching for a local astronomy 
club.

Do you own a telescope or binoculars? I received a Celestron Firstscope 114EQ Short as a gift 
but have not used it much. I have been doing mostly naked eye observation and trying to learn the 
patterns and movements of objects.

How long have you been interested in Astronomy? I am very new to astronomy although I have 
always had a fascination with the night skies.

What would you like to get out of your membership? As a newbie, I am hoping that membership in 
a club will help me learn more about what I am seeing and how to better use my equipment.

New Member Info from Lisa Neuman
How did you find out about the club? From my friends Renada and Diana

Do you own a telescope or binoculars? No.

How long have you been interested in Astronomy? I’ve been interested in astronomy since I was 
little, but I just never pursued it.

Do you have a favorite area in Astronomy (deep sky observing, planets, cosmology, etc)? I went to 
the camp Uni trip and I enjoyed looking at the constellations, planets and galaxies

What can you tell us about yourself? Who are the other members of your family?  I am 25 years 
old and I am trying to gain knowledge about things that interest me.  The others members of my 
family are my 3 kitties:  Libbi, Feona and Marley.

What would you like to get out of your membership? I would like to gain knowledge about the 
world outside the atmosphere.
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Gerry Kocken, President 
gerryk@kockenwi.com  
(920-336-8594)
Ed Smith, Vice President 
edsmith000@att.net  
(920-494-5944)
Dick Francini, Treasurer 
dfrancini@polycello.com 
(920-338-8504)
Amy Hannon-Drew, Secretary 
momran2@yahoo.com 
(920-499-0395)

Board Members:
Tom Cashman tcash99930@aol.com
Bill Hennessy fbhenn@sbcglobal.net
Joe Celmer celstar@frontiernet.net
Julie Mofle mofle.2001@sbcglobal.net
Ray Nancoz rayn_wi@charter.net

NPMAS Staff:
AL Awards Coordinator 
 Tom Cashman
ALCor  Ron Parmentier 
Web site  Anthony Kroes
Night Sky Network  Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 
Steve Mofle

Committee Chairs:
Program  George McCourt
Membership  Wayne Kuhn
Properties  Gerry Kocken
Observatory  Gerry Kocken
Public Outreach  Katrina DeWitt
Messier Marathon  Mike Monfils
Astronomy Day   Amy Hannon-Drew 

 Lynn Ward
Club Picnic  Katrina DeWitt
October Field Trip Katrina DeWitt 
 Ty Westbrook

NPMAS Board 2006 Committee 
Chairs

NPMAS Observing Sites

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on private 
land and belonging to members of our club.

Parmentier Observatory — largest private observatory in WI housing a 
30" classical Cassegrain. Members may view through the 30" or bring their 
own scopes and set up in the field below. 
Observatory Number: 920-845-5626 
Ron Parmentier Home: 920-336-5878

Crivitz Observing — private residence of Dave & Carol Jorgenson. 
Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this 
site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped 
with electricity and a cabin is available for use. Call ahead to make 
arrangements. 
Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home: 715-757-3296

Cedar Drive Observatory — private residence of Tony Kroes and Tara 
Adsit. Located SW of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members welcome 
anytime, but please call ahead to make arrangements. 
Tony Kroes Home: 920-822-4959

For Sale
Club member Bryan Becker writes: “as much as it kills me to admit it, I don’t have time for my telescopes 
anymore. I am selling them to downsize for a smaller, less sophisticated one.”

Meade LX 200 10"  
Includes the following equipment:

 - heavy duty tripod

-  homemade tripod mounted accessory 
table (works great)

- 26mm plossl eyepiece (Orion Sirius)

-  12mm illuminated reticle eyepiece 
(Orion)

- Meade diagonal

- Orion “correct image” diagonal

- Celestron focal reducer/corrector f/6.3

- 8x 50mm finder scope

-  Telrad finder (hard wired, thanks to Tony’s idea-it works 
great)

- Kendrick “Kwik Focus” collimating cover

- Orion full aperture glass solar filter

- Orion Flexshield dew cap

- electric dew zapper (mounted to scope-works great)

-  all cords, power pack, keypad, instruction book, and 
padded form-fitting storage box

Asking $1500.00

I’ll be putting it on Ebay with that as a reserve price 
sometime soon.

Celestron C90 1000mm 
Spotting Scope 
Accessories:

- 5x 24 finder scope

- Orion “red dot” finder

-  T ring & adapter (for Minolta 
camera- I will sell separate if 
wanted. It all works great)

- T ring for Cannon (fits on above adapter)

- .96" star diagonal

- .96" 30mm Kellner eyepiece (Celestron)

- .96" 18mm Kellner eyepiece (Celestron)

- .96" 9mm Kellner eyepiece (Celestron)

- padded carry case (hard plastic)

Asking $150.00

Contact Bryan Becker at  
(920) 339-1021 with questions.

SOLD SOLD
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March
NPMAS Meeting

March 8, 2006

Whirlpool Star 
Party & The Great 

Telescope
Birr Ireland 

Ty and Kathleen Westbrook  

March 2006
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