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NPMAS Club Loaner
Telescopes
NPMAS members may use, 
free of charge, for a one 
month, one of the two club 
telescopes available. For 
more details, please contact 
Gerry Kocken, Properties 
Chair, at 920-336-8594.

ASTRONOMY DAY 
by Gerry Kocken

Saturday, April 14 is Astronomy Day for the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society.  
This event is put on in conjunction with The Big Event for Little Kids sponsored by 
Encompass Childcare.  The event will take place at Shopko Hall next to the arena.  Set up 
is Friday afternoon from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  Saturday set up time is from 7:00 am to 8:30 
am.  The doors open to the public at 9:00 am and it runs until 4:00 pm.   Take down is from 
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm.   We are expecting this event will draw between 5,000 to 6,000 people 
that day and for us to expect 500 to 800 kids coming through our booth.  Volunteers need 
to register with Gerry Kocken at gerryk@kockenwi.com or call 336-8594.  Entry is free to 
the workers.  Breakfast is available for free to the workers starting at 8:00am on Saturday.  
Parking is free in the Lambeau Field parking lot.

The activities we are planning for the kids are rocket building and rocket launching which 
have been a huge hit.  We are also planning on having solar viewing outside for the children 
and adults, a manned scope 
and binocular display, 
a meteorite display,  a 
NASA display, deep sky 
and solar system displays, 
and astronomy handouts.  
We will also hand out small 
brochures for the public observing 
event we hold two weeks later on April 27-28th 
at the Wildlife Sanctuary on Danz Ave.

This has always been a fun event.  It is a great way for 
beginners to meet people and get a feel of what we do for public 
outreach programs.  We are looking for volunteers to help out during 
the day on Friday afternoon for set up, and Saturday all day at 
Shopko Hall.  Typically we need at least 30 people to be successful.  
We can use all the help we can get.

I will be setting up some organizational meetings prior to 
the event and I will send out e-mails for notification of the 
meetings.
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January Meeting Minutes 
by Amy Hannon-Drew

The first meeting of 2007 was held on January 10 at the Neville Public Museum. 36 club 
members attended the meeting chaired by club president Gerry Kocken. The meeting started 
with business that covered past viewing events, the Holiday Party, and upcoming events.  
The Kroes Observing Weekend in December was clouded out.  The Holiday Party was a 
great time, with about 30 attendees, a white elephant gift exchange, a great meal and lots of 
laughter! Thank you Julie Mofle for organizing the event.  

Several club members have been able to spot comet McNaught, including Terry LeClair who 
was able to get a photo of the comet from his house. A few new additions to the meeting 
were the ‘Deep Sky Object of the Month’ presented by Ray Nancoz. This month’s object is 
the Rosette Nebula. Steve Mofle has added the help of Starry Night software to illustrate the 
upcoming sky events. Next month’s talk will be by guest speaker Megan Pickett, a physics 
professor from Lawrence University. She will be giving a talk about the evolution of the 
solar system. See you there!

Meetings,  
Events & Star  

Parties

February 7 
Mercury At Its Greatest 
Eastern Elongation - Watch 
for this in the EVENING 
SKY!    

February 12-18  
23rd Annual Winter Star 
Party, West Summerland 
Key, Florida    

February 14  
NPMAS Monthly Meeting  
The Evolution of the Solar 
System – Megan Pickett 

Looking Ahead:

March 17   
Messier Marathon 

April 14    
Astronomy Day 
at  the Big Event for 
Little Kids

Astronomy Photo 
of the Month

The Moon and Venus  
at twilight
 
Date: January 22nd, 2007 at 5:15pm

Camera: Sony DSC-H5 camera

Taken by Don and Katrina DeWitt 

NPMAS Holiday Party 
The Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society held its annual Holiday Party this year on 
Saturday, January 7, 2007 at The Woods, a popular country club in Green Bay.

The special menu was arranged to appeal to most tastes and included choices of chicken, 
seafood, steak, and pasta dishes.  The private room was spacious and decorated with holiday 
lights, a purple and gold Christmas tree, white linens, candles, and ornaments which guests 
took home as souvenirs of the evening.

Approximately forty people attended the dinner and participated in a white elephant gift 
exchange which grew in popularity after its introduction at last year’s event.  Dick Francini 
had the good luck to choose the same present he’d brought with him for the exchange.  
Apparently, that countertop cereal dispenser was destined to belong to Dick.

Door prizes were given away by drawing from the names of all present.  Bags of home-
made cookies, Plossl eyepieces, and even a Meade 70 mm refractor telescope with tripod 
and eyepieces were happily received by lucky attendees.  The telescope, won by George 
McCourt, and eyepieces were generously donated by “Hobbytown” on Oneida Street.  
Thanks, “Hobbytown”!  President Gerry Kocken was instrumental in securing the donations.

Thanks to everyone who made time to attend the Holiday Party!
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Planet Watch For 
February
by Anthony J. Kroes
Mercury is at greatest eastern elongation (18 deg. 
above the western horizon) on the 7th.  Mercury sets 
around 6:41 pm on the 1st and rises about 5:48 am 
by the end of the month. Mercury shines at magnitude -0.9 on the 1st 
but dims perceptibly over the next 2 weeks as the planet approaches the 
western horizon.

Venus dominates the evening sky soon after sunset this month.  Venus 
sets about 7:13 pm on the 1st and about 8:17 pm by month's end. Venus 
is in the constellation of Aquarius and shines at magnitude -3.9.  

Mars can be spotted in the early morning sky shortly before sunrise this 
month. Mars rises at 5:26 am on the 1st and about 4:53 am by month's end. 
Mars is in the constellation of Sagittarius.  Mars shines at magnitude 1.3. 

Jupiter is also visible in the early morning sky rising about 2 to 3 hours 
before Mars this month. Jupiter rises at 3:21 am on the 1st and about 1:48 
am by month's end. Jupiter is in the constellation of Ophiuchus and shines 
at magnitude -2.0.

Saturn is at opposition on the 10th, rising as the Sun sets. Saturn 
dominates the evening sky this month. Saturn rises around 5:57 pm on 
the 1st and about 3:55 pm by month’s end. Saturn is in the constellation 
of Leo and shines at a magnitude of 0.0. 

Uranus can be spotted in the early evening but try to catch Uranus very 
early in the month.  Uranus sets about 7:48 pm on the 1st and about 6:06 
pm by month's end. Look for Uranus and Venus within 0.7 degrees of 
each other on the evening of the 7th. Uranus is in the constellation of 
Aquarius and shines at magnitude 5.9.

Neptune is in conjunction with the Sun on the 8th. Neptune is not visible 
this month. Neptune will return to the morning sky in March. 

Ceres sets at 7:36 pm on the 1st and about 5:49 pm by month's end. 
Ceres may be very difficult to spot as it descends into the twilight glow 
as the month progresses. Try to spot this planet very early in the month. 
Ceres is in the constellation of Aquarius shining at magnitude 9.3.

Pluto has returned to the morning sky. Pluto rises about 4:00 am on the 
1st and about 2:12 am by month's end. Pluto has finally moved out of the 
constellation of Ophiuchus and into the constellation of Sagittarius. Pluto 
shines at magnitude 14.0.

Planet details 
courtesy of www.
freelists.org/
archives/astronews

Keep It Simple 
Stargazers       
by Amy Hannon-Drew

Leaving work early for the November 2006 
transit of Mercury seemed like a no brainer. 
That is until I saw the look on my co-workers 
faces when I explained why! OK – so maybe I 
AM the only one who goes overboard on these 
things! I am not one to go extremely overboard 
when it comes to all things astronomical. I 
like to keep the gadgets I have to drag around 
down to what will fit in a small duffle bag, or 
better yet, down to a pair of binoculars and a 
flashlight. Even better is to go with no gadgets 
and take advantage of the many club members 
who haul out all the stops! 

The transit was no different. I was not 
disappointed when I arrived at the Bay Bank 
location. There were several members of the 
club set up with their scopes of varying sizes.  
The view did not disappoint, and as always, all 
were willing to share their view of the transit. 
Then on a whim I decided to try to project the 
transit through my binoculars. I couldn’t hold 
my binocs steady enough, and the projected 
image was quite small. 

As I was getting ready to put them away, Chris 
Schroeder offered the use of his solar filters 
for binoculars. He wasn’t sure I would be able 
to see the transit, but it was worth a shot! I 
looked through at 10 X 50 power and there 
it was: a seemingly perfect sphere with an 
obvious sunspot along the left side.  I looked 
to where I knew Mercury was and was quite 
surprised to see it! I thought for a minute 
that I was seeing things so I increased the 
power to 22 X 50. I also asked Dick Francini 
for confirmation. He too was surprised, but 
confirmed that we were seeing Mercury! 

Now – don’t get me wrong. Seeing the transit 
through all the different scopes was incredible 
and I thank everyone who shared their view 
with me! But seeing it through that simple pair 
of binoculars (fitted with Chris’ solar filters) 
really made my day! I may have to expand 
my astronomical gadget box to include a pair 
of solar filters. That is if there’s room in the 
duffle bag!
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Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Weekend  
by Julie Mofle

On Friday, January 12, NPMAS members made the annual 
winter camping pilgrimage to the YMCA Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya, a 
few miles south of Mountain, WI.  Actually, it isn’t camping at 
all, but a cozy weekend of leisure, the company of friends, and 
wonderful cooking by our own Chef Gerry Kocken.

The first members of our party arrived in the afternoon and 
headed out to a local restaurant for supper after unloading their 
gear.  Others followed without problems in the dark and on 
the icy road through camp. Attending the weekend event were: 
President and NPMAS Chef Gerry Kocken, Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya  
weekend coordinator George McCourt, Dick Francini, Kevin Nasal, Erik Joski, Brian Chopp and his fiance Anne, Ray Nancoz, Don, 
Katrina and Jacob DeWitt, Kevin Kienholz and Darcy Varona, and Steve, Julie and Judi Mofle.

Friday night cleared enough for some of our hardier observers to set up the few scopes that were brought (many were left at home 
due to repeated weather forecasts of clouds for the area all weekend).  The winter constellations were brilliant against the almost 
black northern skies and there was very little wind to drive the cold to the bones.

Breakfast was a team effort by Chef Gerry and Steve Mofle, the latter long-regarded as Master of the Omelet, with bacon, English 
muffins and jam, and individual omelets made to order by Steve.  

Although there was no snow, Chute Pond was frozen over enough for 
ice fishing and for sliding around on after a pleasant walk through 
the tall woods while the sun sparkled on the frosty drifts of old 
leaves and pine cones. 

As clouds moved in, most of us gravitated toward Cabin 6, the 
larger of the two we’d reserved.  There was buffalo chili warm in 
a crockpot, hot apple and orange cider steeped with spices, and 
home-made cookies and brownies for the hungry.  The hearth was 
constantly ablaze as well and chairs were set all around it to capture 
the cheery light and heat.

Gerry made two shopping trips into Mountain with a few of our party and then got down to the serious business of grilled steaks, 
baked potatoes, and a mixed greens salad for our Saturday supper.  No one can say they don’t eat like a king in OUR club!

Saturday night was time for the camp sauna, which has a changing room, and many NPMAS members treated themselves to a steam 
bath there.  It should be mentioned that the bathhouse was actually kept quite warm and clean and the showers were hot.  Also, I 
only saw one spider in it all weekend.

Sunday morning came too soon and we slowly packed 
up and did a respectable cleaning job of the cabins 
before leaving and even a few repairs.  It is, or should 
be, a club rule of thumb that we leave our campsite 
cleaner than it was when we arrived.

With goodbyes to all and to the camp, we left before 
noon, certain that we’ll be back next winter.  Perhaps 
we’ll have snow and be able to use the snowshoes, 
skis, and the sledding hill and we’ll bring the 
telescopes, no matter WHAT the weather report says!
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Impromptu January KOW 
by Anthony J. Kroes

In keeping with my New Year’s resolution to do more with the 
hobby, I actually got some observing done in January!  KOW I  
and KOW II (the new moon weekends in November and 
December) turned out fairly poorly as far as weather goes, which 
was a disappointment, but not unexpected this time of year.  Other 
than Camp Uni, there were no observing events scheduled in 
January, so it was nice to get a night out under the stars.

With the relatively warm start to winter around here, it was 
looking fairly good for some mid-season observing, but then the 
hammer fell and we actually got some snow and colder temps.  
Not ones to let common sense or reality get in our way, we 
decided we wanted to observe anyway!

On Friday, January 19, I was in contact with Dick Francini and 
Kevin Nasal but the skies looked ‘iffy’.  The temperatures were supposed to be low, and the wind high.  Not ones to be 
dissuaded by the facts, we decided to go for it.  Dick and Kevin would begin setup as close to sunset as they could, and I 
would join them later when I got home from work (one of the benefits of having an observatory – very little setup time).

Dick was first on the scene and began the setup of his 16” Dobsonian.  All of my way home the sky was looking poor, then 
OK, then poor again.  When I got home though, the clouds had pretty much disappeared and we had a clear sky!  By the 
time I got back to the observatory, Kevin had arrived.  The wind had died down, and the sky was clear and dark.

As always with the three of us (we end up observing together a lot) there was part plan and part impromptu observing for 
the evening.  The planned part included the usual selection of Astronomical League observing programs.  Dick wanted 
to work on some of his Planetary Nebulae, Kevin was ready to knock off a few telescopic Messier objects, and I had my 
charts set for some naked-eye observing on my Constellation program.  The impromptu part of the evening would, as usual, 
include whatever happened to be nearby the program objects we were looking at, and anything that came up in conversation. 

Dick was struggling with a difficult object on the Planetary Nebula program, so we worked together to find it.  He had 
looked for planetary nebula Abell 4 in Perseus (AKA ‘PK 144.3-15.5’) before, but had been unable to find it.  A busy 
FOV and a very small very faint nebula allowed it to elude him.  We fired up my 12" SCT, but the Abell planetaries and 
their scientific ‘PK’ numbers are not in the built in Meade database.  Putting the old skills to work (yes, I do know how to 
starhop!)  we jumped to a spot just a couple fields of view away quite easily because the nebula sits very close to M34.  

A few minutes later we thought had the right spot, but were unable to see much.  A trip back to the house for printouts from 
my planetarium software allowed us to zero in on it and we thought we could see something – maybe.  Averted imagination 
is a terrible thing, so we took our new knowledge of the star patterns in the area and went back over to Dick’s scope 
– figuring the extra 4” of aperture would give us the additional light we needed to nab it. We were right, the nebula rose out 
of the background nicely with averted vision when using the OIII and UHC filters, but was, as expected, unviewable without 
them.  We tried both scopes using a 13mm and 19mm eyepiece on each giving us from 100x to around 230x. The program 
recommended between 60x and 100x, and the view was pretty good.  Unfortunately, while the nebula is larger than a stellar 
point, it isn’t by much, and no specific detail was seen other than a small round fuzzy spot. 

The initial confusion over the nebula’s position was caused by the reference material we were using to match the FOV – a 
drawing from an observing book. The star sizes, their position, a few real stars in the FOV that weren’t in the drawing, and 
the position of the nebula in relation to them were all just enough off that the drawing never really matched.  After we had 
found the nebula the drawing finally made sense, but using it as our sole source for locating it initially was the mistake.

Kevin and Dick also positioned their scopes on Saturn during different portions of the evening.  Kevin a bit earlier, just as 
CONTINUED On Page 6
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Gerry Kocken, President 
gerryk@kockenwi.com  
(920-336-8594)
Ed Smith, Vice President 
edsmith000@att.net  
(920-494-5944)
Dick Francini, Treasurer 
dfrancini@polycello.com 
(920-338-8504)
Amy Hannon-Drew, Secretary 
momran2@yahoo.com 
(920-499-0395)

Board Members:
Tom Cashman tcash99930@aol.com
Bill Hennessy fbhenn@sbcglobal.net
Joe Celmer celstar@frontiernet.net
Julie Mofle mofle.2001@sbcglobal.net
Ray Nancoz rayn_wi@charter.net

NPMAS Staff:
AL Awards Coordinator 
 Tom Cashman
ALCor  Ron Parmentier 
Web site  Anthony Kroes
Night Sky Network  Gerry Kocken 

George McCourt 
Steve Mofle

Committee Chairs:
Membership   Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn
Properties  Gerry Kocken
Observatory  Gerry Kocken
Public Outreach  Gerry Kocken
Messier Marathon  Mike Monfils
Astronomy Day Gerry Kocken
Club Picnic         Amy Hannon-Drew
October Field Trip Ed Smith

NPMAS Board 2006 Committee 
Chairs

NPMAS Observing Sites

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on private 
land and belonging to members of our club.
Parmentier Observatory — largest private observatory in WI housing a 
30" classical Cassegrain. Members may view through the 30" or bring their 
own scopes and set up in the field below. 
Observatory Number: 920-845-5626 
Ron Parmentier Home: 920-336-5878
Crivitz Observing — private residence of Dave & Carol Jorgenson. 
Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this 
site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped 
with electricity and a cabin is available for use. Call ahead to make 
arrangements. 
Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home: 715-757-3296
Cedar Drive Observatory — private residence of Tony Kroes and Tara 
Adsit. Located SW of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members welcome 
anytime, but please call ahead to make arrangements. 
Tony Kroes Home: 920-822-4959

it cleared the trees to the east, and Dick tried a bit 
later when the sky had settled somewhat.  The early 
view was a bit unsteady, but things got better over 
the course of the evening.  It was nice to see Saturn 
again, and it should be a great target all summer.

The rest of the viewing went well.  Kevin 
bagged some Messier objects, Dick found some 
more planetaries, and I worked on my drawings 
of Andromeda, Pegasus, and Pisces for the 
Constellation program. Hopefully with a few more 
clear nights the next new moon I can finish them 
up.  If not, there is always late summer!

Problems for the evening were relatively few 
and far between (for a change).  Kevin had a 
reoccurring power issue with some fuses on 
his scope popping off, but a quick stop to the 
workbench had the problem fixed and he was off 
and running smooth for the rest of the night.  The 
only other issues we had were the expected ones of 
observing in January after a very busy week at work:  the cold, the wind, and keeping our eyes open!

The wind pretty much stopped on its own soon after dark, and what little that was still blowing we took care of by 
positioning ourselves strategically around the observatory.  The tired we staved off with the thrill of a nice crisp night under 
the stars observing instead of sitting in front of the television. It was a bit brisk, but a good selection of layered clothing and 
a warm-up break at the house with pizza and a hot beverage did the trick. When we started observing it was 15°F, but by the 
time we called it quits around 11:30 pm, it was hovering right at 0°F.  

While observing is definitely more enjoyable on a warm summer night while wearing shorts and a T-shirt, we still had 
a great time.  Many of the things we looked at aren’t easily viewable during the warmer months, so putting up with a 
few inconveniences is really no big deal.  Planning ahead both for the observing and the weather really helped make it a 
worthwhile night.  Now on to February!
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February
NPMAS Meeting
February 14, 2006

The Evolution of the 
Solar System
Guest Speaker
 Megan Pickett 
starting at 7:00pm
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DPAS Monthly Meeting

NEWSTAR  
Club Meeting

23rd Annual Winter Star Party, West Summerland Key, Florida


