
one is encouraged to bring a 

dish or dessert to share.  You 

do need to bring your own 

beverages.  The club will 

provide the plates, bowls, 

cups and utensils.  The only 

thing we ask is to keep the 

shelter clean. 

The club will provide an ob-

servation check sheet to log 

the times you observed the 

objects.  This check sheet also 

gives you a suggested view-

ing sequence.  Certificates of 

Achievement will be 

awarded to the persons who 

view 5 or more objects using 

the star hop method and 

were observed using binocu-

lars or a telescope.  For 

those NPMAS members who 

don’t have your own equip-

(Continued on page 2) 

The first major viewing event 

of the year is close upon us.  

On March 28th, the 21st 

Messier Marathon will be 

held at Neshota 

Park.  Doors will 

open at 6:00pm. 

Here is a little his-

tory about the per-

son the Marathon is 

named after.  In the 

latter part of the 

18th century, Charles Mess-

ier, a French astronomer, 

created a list of 109 objects 

to aid himself and his associ-

ates in the pursuit of comet 

hunting.  Messier used a num-

ber of telescopes with light 

gathering ability equivalent 

to a modern 80mm telescope 

of today. These objects were 

placed on the list so he and 

his colleagues wouldn’t con-

fuse them with newly discov-

ered comets.  As we look at 

these objects with modern 

equipment, we can see that 

they are some of 

the brightest and 

most spectacular 

galaxies, nebula, 

and star clusters in 

the night sky.  

There are a few 

weeks in early 

spring when an 

ambitious and well prepared 

observer, observing from 

dusk until dawn, can view all 

109 of these objects in a 

single night. 

All members of the NPMAS, 

NEWSTAR, and Door Penin-

sula Astronomical Society are 

invited.  Just as important as 

observing is the food.  This is 

a “potluck” party and every-

Please join us for the March 

monthly meeting.  This 

month’s meeting will be a 

joint meeting with the Pack-

erland Chapter of the Ameri-

can Meteorological Society.  

This month’s talk will be 

about space weather.   

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

March 11th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Wl, Green Bay, WI 54303.  

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the meeting.  

Hope you can join us!   
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21st Annual Messier Marathon 
By Mike Monfils 
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ment, you can call Gerry 

Kocken. our properties person, 

to arrange to obtain one of 

the club’s loaner telescopes. 

Neshota Park is located in 

southeastern Brown County, 5 

miles north of Denmark on CTY 

T.  From the north, the Park is 

3.5 miles south of Poland on 

CTY T.  Turn east on Park 

road.  The Park is about ½ 

mile down on your left. 

If you don’t wish to view 

marathon style, come out and 

view casually, partake in the 

Potluck and visit with friends.  

See you at the 21st Messier 

Marathon, Saturday, March 

28th.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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“TO CATCH THE READER'S ATTENTION, PLACE AN INTERESTING 

SENTENCE OR QUOTE FROM THE STORY HERE.” 
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8 Saturn is at Opposition 

10 Full Moon 

12 Titan Shadow Transit of Saturn—Beginning at 

4:34AM CDT 

20 Vernal Equinox—Happy Astronomical New 

Year! 

26 New Moon 

28 Titan Shadow Transit of Saturn—Beginning at 

3:25AM CDT 

April 2009 

9 Full Moon 

19 Texas Star Party 

22 Lyrid Meteor Shower Peaks 

24 New Moon 

26 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 20° 

26 The Moon, Mercury and the Pleiades will Make 

a Nice Grouping in the Evening Sky 

Eye in the Sky 

 

Spring Cleaning for Your Telescope 
This month is the Messier Marathon, the unofficial start of the 2009 observing season.  As in any race, preparations are 

important.  For this race, that means getting your telescope out of storage and making sure it is ready for the Messier 

Marathon and upcoming observing season. 

Has your telescope been collecting dust all winter?  Are your optics in need of collimation?  Does your equipment need 

other minor repairs?  If so, bring your telescope to a Tuesday Night Telescope Class at Gerry Kocken’s shop, 1519 Grant 

Street, DePere, WI 54115.  Gerry and his team of experts would be happy to help you get your telescope or binoculars 

in top performance for the marathon.   
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This month, the 20th marks the first 

day of spring on Earth.  However, 

Earth isn’t the only planet heading 

toward spring.  Spring is also coming 

to Saturn this September.  Much like 

Earth, Saturn is tilted with respect to its 

orbit; in its case by about 26.7°.  One 

of the aesthetic benefits of this tilt is 

that it allows us to see Saturn’s most 

striking feature, its rings.  During Sat-

urn’s summer and winter, the planet  

fully tilts toward the Sun, opening up 

the rings and affording us a spectacu-

lar view of the ring and ring gaps.  But 

as Saturn approaches its equinox, we 

get a different view.  The tilt of the 

rings from our point of view decreases 

until it closes to 0° and we view the 

rings edge on and they seem to almost 

disappear.   

Saturn’s coming up in the eastern sky 

shortly after sunset and will continue to 

come up earlier as the year goes on.  

If you’ve been out to observing it re-

cently, the thinness of the rings is strik-

ing.  I was out viewing it on January 

30th.  It was a very cold night  and 

Saturn was still low in the sky but I 

could easily make out the rings with 

my 10inch f/6 Discovery Dobsonian 

telescope.  I was not able to make out 

much detail in the rings.  I wasn’t able 

to see the Cassini Division.  This was 

either because Saturn was still too low 

in the sky or because the rings appear 

too flat.  The view was good with my 

15mm eyepiece, which gives about 

101X magnification but Saturn ap-

peared blurry when I added my 2X 

Barlow.  Hopefully as the year goes 

on, and Saturn is situated higher in the 

sky during the early evening hours, I 

will get a better view. 

One thing that I enjoy doing when ob-

serving is to make sketches of my ob-

servations.  I find that it really helps 

me to see more detail in the objects 

that I would otherwise probably miss.  

Over the past four years I’ve made 

several sketches of Saturn.  Its interest-

ing to look back on the sketches and 

see how much Saturn has changed.  

Four years ago the rings 

were really open; they al-

most extending above and 

below Saturn itself.  Today, 

the rings are a thin knife 

edge cutting across the disk.  

It is also interesting to see its 

moons line up in a straight 

line parallel with the rings 

instead of more randomly 

scattered around Saturn. 

It takes Saturn almost 29.5 

years to complete one orbit.  

That means its about  7 years 

and 4.5 months between sea-

sons on Saturn (summer, fall, 

winter and spring) and about 

the same time for the rings to 

go from maximum tilt, 26.7°, 

to minimum tilt, 0°. 

For you advanced observers, 

there is another observation 

that can only be made close 

to Saturn’s equinoxes; 

shadow transits.  Most of us 

are familiar with the transits 

of Jupiter’s moons.  Since 

Jupiter is tilted only a minor 

3.13°, transits of its moons 

are common.  But because 

Saturn is tipped 26.7°, tran-

sits of its moons only occur 

close to equinox.  A couple 

transits of Titan occur in 

March.  I’m sure Dick will 

have a story for us before 

the end of the year. 

So if you haven’t gone out to 

see Saturn during this unique 

viewing period, I suggest you 

do so.  The rings will remain 

very thin for the rest of the 

year.  They will be tilted be-

tween 0° and 5°.  For more 

information, there was a nice article in 

Sky & Telescope in the April 2008 is-

sue.   
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Portraits of  Saturn 
By Brian Chopp 

Above are the sketches I made of Saturn over the last four 
years.  From top to bottom, they were sketched in January 

2006, March 2007, April 2008 and January 2009.   



five events.  Thank you to all that 

helped last year!  These events really 

help us to generate interest in as-

tronomy. 

Along these lines, the club has been 

contacted by several groups inter-

ested in having us hold observing 

sessions this year including the 

Oconto Falls Library, Castle Camp-

grounds, Oneida Golf and Riding 

and Humana Insurance.  More de-

tails to come.   

 

The Cedar Amateur Astronomers invite 

you to attend the 2009 NCRAL con-

vention on May 1st and 2nd.  Friday 

afternoon, May 1st, we will visit the 

82 ft diameter VLBA radio telescope 

near North Liberty, Iowa, then travel 

to Optical Mechanics Inc. in Iowa City, 

and finally go to our club's Palisades-

Dows Observatory.  Transportation 

will not be provided, but there should 

be no problem finding someone to 

ride with.  Saturday's activities will be 

at the Clarion Hotel in Cedar Rapids.  

Our website, www.cedar-

astronomers.org, has the convention 

registration form, reservation informa-

tion for the Clarion Hotel, a prelimi-

nary schedule of events, a description 

of the Palisades-Dows Observatory, 

and maps for the locations to be vis-

ited. 

 

If any NCRAL member wants to give a 

talk at the convention on Saturday, 

please email president@cedar-

astronomers.org.  You are encouraged 

to bring astronomical photos, artwork, 

and measurements, club information, 

etc, for display at the convention.   

Jacob DeWitt, Gerry Kocken and Tom 

Cashmam whom helped out at over 

The February meeting was held Febru-

ary 11th at the Neville Public Museum.  

This meeting was to be our first ob-

serving meeting of the year.  Unfor-

tunately we were clouded out.  In-

stead, Gerry Kocken gave a talk 

covering what to pack and bring 

with you when you go observing.  In 

short, bring everything or set up 

next to Gerry. 

Many awards were given out to 

club members that participated in 

Night Sky Network programs during 

2008.  Over 30 members partici-

pated in at least one event includ-

ing Don DeWitt, Katrina DeWitt, 
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February Meeting Minutes 
By Brian Chopp 
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Amber Gauthier receiving her Night Sky Network award 
from Gerry Kocken for participating in NSN programs in 

2008.  Photo by Ed Smith. 

Do you know someone who has dedi-

cated his or her time and energy to 

promoting astronomy?  Wouldn’t you 

like to let them know they are appreci-

ated for their hard work?  This is your 

chance!  Its time to make nominations 

for the NCRAL’s Regional Award.  This 

award recognizes exceptional individ-

ual effort and meritorious service to 

amateur astronomy through the mem-

ber’s local astronomy club, public out-

reach, the NCRAL or the Astronomical 

League. 

The rules for nominations are as fol-

lows: 

 The individual(s) must be a mem-

ber in good standing either 

through an AL member organiza-

tion or as a current Member-at-

Large in the North Central Region. 

 The three current regional officers 

(Gerry Kocken and Katrina 

DeWitt) and the regional repre-

sentative (Brian Chopp) are not 

eligible for this award.  Past 

award winners (George McCourt 

and Katrina DeWitt) are also in-

eligible. 

 The regional officers and the re-

gional representative are the vot-

ers and will base their decision on 

the information provided.  Each 

member votes independently and 

will use his/her best judgment.  All 

decisions are final. 

 The winner will not be revealed 

until the banquet concluding the 

convention.  Those not selected, 

will not be revealed. 

 All non-winning nominations will 

be kept on file for two years after 

the submissions for future consid-

eration.  After such time, a new 

nomination will need to be submit-

ted. 

There are many deserving candidates 

in our region.  Please consider nomi-

nating a deserving member of your 

organization or Member-at-Large. 

If someone would like to make a nomi-

nation, please notify Brian Chopp at 

bchopp@new.rr.com.  He would be 

happy get you a submission form.  

Nominations must be submitted by 

March 31st, 2009.   

NCRAL Regional Award Nominations 
By Katrina DeWitt—Vice Chair, NCRAL 

2009 NCRAL 
Convention 
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Foth Einstein Project Science Expo 
Photos by Peg Zenko 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

Gary Baier—920-391-9654 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 
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Gary Baier 

gbaier@netnet.net 
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Brian Chopp 
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920-544-0708 

 

Katrina DeWitt 

gate-geek@tds.net 

920-405-8534 

 

George McCourt 
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Chris Schroeder 
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920-406-5277 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact Gerry Kocken at 

920-676-6363 or at ger-

ryk@kockenwi.com to make 

arrangements.  The five tele-

scope available are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


