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April Meeting

100 Hours of Astronomy

Please join us for the April
monthly meeting. This
month’s meeting will be an
observing meeting. If the
weather cooperates, we will
be outside in the museum
parking lot doing what we
love, enjoying the wonders
of the night sky. The club
telescopes will be available
to use, otherwise feel free to
bring your own scope. If the
weather does not cooperate,
Dick Francini will be giving a
talk.

In April, we will be celebrating the 100 Hours of Astronomy. The 100 Hours of Astronomy Cornerstone Project
is a worldwide event consisting of a wide range of public outreach activities, live
science center,
research observatory webcasts
and sidewalk
astronomy events.
It is a part of the
International
Year of Astronomy. One of the
key goals of 100
Hours of Astronomy is to have as
many people as
possible look through a telescope as Galileo did for the
first time 400 years ago.

The meeting will be held
from 7:00pm until 9:00pm,
April 8th at the Neville Public Museum, 210 Museum
Place, Green Bay, WI
54303. And as always, we
will be heading to Happy
Joe’s for pizza after the
meeting. Hope you can join
us. 

Our first event starts on
Thursday, April 2nd at
6:30pm. We will be doing a
presentation and then ob-

serving at the Brown County
Library, East Branch by East
Town Mall.

100 Hours of Astronomy

Our next event is Saturday,
April 4th from 9:00pm to
10:00pm at the Resch Center
complex. This should be
right after a Gamblers
hockey game so we
hope to reach out to
many people.




be held in the Cedar RapidsIowa City area on May 1st
through the 3rd. The convention will include guest speakers, an observatory tour,
Member Society



APRIL 2ND—EAST BRANCH
LIBRARY
APRIL 4TH—RESCH CENTER
APRIL 5TH—RESCH CENTER

April Meeting


April 8th—Observing Night

NCRAL Convention


MAY 1ST THROUGH 3RD—
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA

The last event is the
following day, Sunday,
April 5th from 4:00pm
to 5:00pm also at the
Resch Center and right
before family night at
the Gamblers hockey
game.
If you would like to help out
or have any questions,
please feel free to contract
Gerry Kocken, Don DeWitt
or Katrina DeWitt. 

2009 NCRAL Convention
This year’s convention of the
North Central Region of the
Astronomical League is
hosted by the Cedar Amateur Astronomers, Inc. It will

Upcoming Events

vendors and more. For more
information, visit their website at www.cedarastronomers.org. 
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First light with the Televue 13mm Ethos
By Chris Schroeder
My recently ordered Televue 13mm
Ethos showed up today with the knock
at the door from that nice Mr. FedEx
driver, and of course we were having
snow flurries at the time. But going
against the usual new Astro gadget
cloud curse, as the evening came
along, it became clear, breezy but
clear. I put the big EP into a 2” star
diagonal sans the 1.25” adaptor,
seems more secure that way. The
scope I choose to use was my WO
M110ED F6 refractor co-mounted with
a Telrad on a WO EZ-Touch on top of
a Bogen 475 tripod, I set it up in the
back yard to cool down while I waited
for it to get dark.
The ISS with Discovery attached was
scheduled to fly-by at 19:32 local at
a magnitude of -1.9, I’ve not had much
luck tracking this in the past other than
with binoculars but with the Ethos’s
100° FOV giving me 50X at 1.98°
TFOV in the M110, I thought what a
way to start. Wowsers, tracking provided to be easy with this large FOV
and I was able to actually see detail
while tracking. I was amazed on how
much detail I was able to see at 50X, I
could make out the solar panels apart
from the main body and the shuttle
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too. Nothing compares to seeing it for
yourself, I’ve been amazed on how
people are able to get images from
their land based telescopes, but what I
saw tonight will stay with me forever.
While I waited for it to
get darker for some DSO
viewing, I turned the
scope to Saturn, a very
nice sharp view with pencil thin rings as seen on
edge with Titian easily
made out. I moved Saturn around the edge of
the FOV and noticing no
distortion in Saturn.
I next tried the Ethos in my Orion
Shorty Plus 2X Barlow; there appeared to be some vignetting and it
sure didn’t seem very secure in this
configuration, so I quickly removed the
Barlow.
Next up I went to the Orion Constellation with the winged nebula (M42)
looking outstanding and crisp stars of
the trapezium standing out nicely.
Using the 2° ring of the Telrad, I next
placed Alnitak and Alnilam, the left
and center stars of the belt, on either
side of the red ring to see how it com-

pared to the calculated 1.98° TFOV
and what I saw in the Telrad showed
what I could see in the EP, pretty cool.
I decided to check out some open clusters, I went to the Hyades near Aldebaran, the red eye, in Taurus then over to the seven
sisters or more commonly
call the Pleiades (M45)
looking like diamonds on
velvet with stars sharp to
the edge of the field of
view. After looking at
them and taking in the
view, the wind started to
pick up so I went to finish off at the
Double Cluster (NGC 869 & 884),
sitting half way between Cassiopeia
and Perseus, the whole FOV just filled
with stars, stars and more stars, just
breath taking.
Speaking of which, the cold wind is
now staring to shake the scope and cut
through my coat and jacket so I bid
fond farewell to the wonders of the
night sky and head back in doors to
warm-up with a broad grin on my
face! 
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Winter Fun in the Florida Key’s Sun
By George McCourt
Don, Katrina, & Jacob DeWitt,
George McCourt, Darcy Varona, and
Kevin Kienholz attended the Winter
Star Party on West Summerland Key
in Florida February 21-28, 2009. We
all headed south on Wednesday, February 18. Darcy & Kevin camped in
the Everglades while waiting for the
star party to begin on Saturday. I’m
not sure about the canoeing with the
alligators and shining flashlights in
their eyes to see the red.
The DeWitts and I stayed with Jack
and Arline Loewenstein Wednesday
night, good friends that Don and I met
at the first WSP we attended in 1992.
We packed up Jack’s telescopes (12”
& 8”) and equipment and headed to
the site on Thursday morning after a
great breakfast at a local restaurant
in Miami. Since we were all staff volunteers, we had work duties Thursday
and Friday before the rest of the attendees arrived on Saturday. We
were kept busy setting up registration,
making and hanging signs, sorting and

folding shirts, shorts, sweatshirts, etc.
for pre-orders for the 650+ attendees. Saturday and Sunday were
work days for us doing registration

and sales as all the people flooded in.
The rest of the week was free time
and we enjoyed observing every
night, especially the southern objects
like Omega Centauri not seen in Wisconsin. Jack’s image intensifier eyepiece was our favorite as we could
clearly see the Horsehead Nebula in
twilight in the 12”. Last year we saw

it in twilight with the 8”.
A day at the Bahia Honda Beach, a
trip to Key West, some geocaching
and benchmarking, a visit to the No
Name Pub on Big Pine Key, smoothies,
and a visit by Tony Cicero and his
friend Tom Walker rounded out the
week. Tony was one of the founding
members of the NPMAS back in 1966
along with Ron Parmentier. He spends
the winter months floating from Vero
Beach to the Gulf on his boat and normally spends the month of February
moored at Marathon Key, 20 miles
west of the star party.
Don, Katrina, Jacob, and I had an
early flight home on Saturday so we
had to leave the Star Party Friday
afternoon after the door prizes. Jack
won the grand prize, a computerized
telescope mount for an 8” refractor.
Kevin and Darcy stayed in Florida for
a couple more days camping with the
alligators and snakes. A good time
was had by all! 

Above—Entrance to the Winter Star
Party. Not a bad view in February.
Above Right—Telescopes set up on
the berm, which gives a great view of
the Southern sky over the Gulf of
Mexico.
The DeWitt Family doing a little geocaching
in the Florida Keys.

Right—A Batman inspired telescope.
Photos by George McCourt
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Snowed Out Messier Marathon
By Brian Chopp
Winter may have had one more storm
up its sleeve, but it wasn’t enough to
spoil the fun at this year’s Messier
Marathon. Over twenty club members
and family attended the marathon,
held at Neshota Park.

Thank you to Don DeWitt and Mike
Monfils for organizing the event. 

Despite the weather, several club
members were able to “view” all 110
Messier objects via a slide show on a
laptop and Chris Schroeder shared
with us a live image of M51, The
Whirlpool Galaxy, broadcasted over
the internet from a remote telescope.
Members also played board games
and of course filled up on all the great
food that was brought to share.

Photos by Brian Chopp and George
McCourt.

Comet Lulin
Tom Jorgenson submitted this photo of Comet
Lulin, which graced our skies in March,
primarily in the constellation Leo. This photo
is a composite of seven 2 minute exposures
spaced 10 minutes apart and spanning 1
hour.
The photo was taken with a Meade 12"
LX200 telescope with a focal length of f/6.3
and a Starlight Express MX916 camera. 
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Club Member Services
LOANER TELESCOPES

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for
a one month period, one of the five club telescopes available. Please contact Gerry Kocken at
920-676-6363 or at gerryk@kockenwi.com to make
arrangements. The five telescope available are:

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.



10 inch Dobsonian Telescope



60 mm Bushnell Voyager



8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope



13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope



Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety
of topics including observing, the
solar system, stars and more. Items
can be checked out at monthly club
meeting or by contacting Tom Cashman at 920-432-2261.

NPMAS BOARD
Officers
President
Gerry Kocken
gerryk@kockenwi.com
920-338-9720
920-676-6363
Vice President
Don DeWitt
ddwitt@tds.net
920-405-8534
Treasurer
Dick Francini
dfrancini@garlockprintin
g.com
920-338-8504
Secretary
Amy Hannon-Drew
momran2@yahoo.com
920-499-0395
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Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30
inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or set up
their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Observatory Contact
Gary Baier—920-391-9654
Crivitz Observing
This is the private residence of Dave
Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in
the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with
electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call
ahead to make arrangements.
Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296
Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located
Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome
anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959.

2009 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Board Members
Gary Baier
gbaier@netnet.net
920-391-9654
Brian Chopp
bchopp@new.rr.com
920-544-0708
Katrina DeWitt
gate-geek@tds.net
920-405-8534
George McCourt
geokat73@sbcglobal.net
920-468-9296
Chris Schroeder
chris@jsaonline.com
920-406-5277

ALCor Representative
Brian Chopp
Awards Coordinator Chris Schroeder
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya George McCourt
Historians
George McCourt
Don DeWitt
Holiday Party
Katrina DeWitt
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Tom Cashman
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Messier Marathon
Mike Monfils
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Katrina DeWitt
Gerry Kocken
Website
Don DeWitt
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Don DeWitt
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