
Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.   

And as always, we 

will be heading to 

Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the 

meeting.  Hope 

you can join us.   

This month’s Parmentier Ob-

serving Weekend will be 

held June 19th and 20th.  

Parmentier Observatory is 

home to a 30 inch classical 

Cassegrain telescope, the 

largest private observatory 

in Wisconsin.  Members may 

view through the 30 inch or 

set up their own telescopes in 

the adjoining field.  Hope 

you can join us.   

Please join us for the June 

monthly meeting.  This month, 

Jim Sentowski will be 

giving a talk entitled 

An introduction to Ar-

chaeoastronomy - An-

cient Cultures View of 

the Sky.   

The meeting will be 

held from 7:00pm 

until 9:00pm, June 

10th at the Neville 

Each year, the North Central 

Region of the Astronomical 

League gives an award rec-

ognizing exceptional individ-

ual effort and meritorious 

service to amateur astronomy 

through the member’s local 

astronomy club, public out-

reach, the NCRAL or the As-

tronomical League.  This year, 

Don DeWitt was a recipient 

of this award.  This award 

truly is an honor to receive 

and Don was very touched 

when he was presented it at 

the May meeting.  The follow-

ing is the letter of recommen-

dation submitted by George 

McCourt recommending Don 

for the award:   

On behalf of myself, Don’s 

friends, the members of the 

Neville Public Museum Astro-

nomical Society, the public 

and community, the Astro-

nomical League, the NCRAL, 

and all those who have been 

associated with Don and his 

astronomical activities, I 

hereby nominate Donald P. 

DeWitt of the Neville Public 

Museum Astronomical Society 

(Continued on page 6) 
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field 2‖ eye piece in the focuser.  So I 

set out to get this scope and a low 

Alt/Az mount for them to use along 

side me. 

I ordered the scope on Tuesday morn-

ing.  I received an email letting me 

know it shipped that afternoon via 

priority mail through USPS including a 

tracking number.  Two days later on 

Thursday it arrived. 

There wasn’t too much damage to the 

box.  The shipping box is doubled 

walled with plenty of foam packing 

forms holding the scope which was in a 

plastic bag.  Also included was a nice 

little instruction manual with two Allen 

wrenches including one 1.5mm for ad-

justing lateral of the focuser draw 

tube.  The second looks to be for re-

moving the Vixen style dovetail bar. 

My first impulse after removing the 

telescope from the box and plastic 

bag, was to feel its heft.  It felt lighter 

than a 102ED, but the OTA appears 

to be a similar thickness.  The focuser 

assembly and lens cell screw 

on to the OTA.  The heavy ob-

jective cover looks like a screw 

on type but is, in fact, a slip in.  

The sliding dew shield, which 

slides out easily enough, takes 

a little effort to push down, not 

that it is hard, but you have to 

be careful to push it down 

evenly or else it goes a little 

crooked and sticks.  The rack 

and pinion focuser looks similar 

to one that was on my Hardin 

Achromatic and other Asian 

Achros I’ve seen.  The focuser 

works smoothly with a little 

stiffness in one spot about a 

(Continued on page 3) 

After reading a couple of reviews of 

the Astrotelescopes Optical surplus 

bargain, www.astrotelescopes.com/ 

opticalsurplus.html, 102mm f/7 Achro-

matic refractor for $199, I decided to 

get one for the kids to use.  My grand-

kids range from 13 to 2 and had been 

out with Grandpa a few times and 

while I had the 6‖ DOB set up for 

them, all but the oldest could use it.  

They were always drawn to my re-

fractors as they are just easier for 

them to use, especially with a wide 
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Astrotelescopes’ 102 Achromatic 
By Chris Schroeder 

The Eyepiece 

June 2009 

5 Venus is at Greatest Western Elongation, 46° 

7 Full Moon 

13 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

23° 

21 Summer Solstice, 12:46AM CDT 

22 New Moon 

23 Pluto is at Opposition 

July 2009 

7 Full Moon 

19-24 Nebraska Star Party 

21 New Moon 

22 Total Solar Eclipse for Asia and Pacific 

23-25 Wisconsin Observer’s Weekend 

Eye in the Sky 

(Above) A close up of Astrotelescope’s 102mm f/7 
Achromatic Refractor’s optics.  (Right)  Astrotelescope’s 

102mm f/7 Achromatic Refractor is mounted on the 
right, next to a Williams Optics M110ED.  Photos by 

Chris Schroeder 
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third of the way out.  It does seem to 

come to focus easily enough, and it just 

seemed to snap to focus.  The 2‖ to 

1.25‖ adaptor has T-mount threads on 

the end.  The threads are a little rough 

but I was able to screw in a T-ring 

adaptor on to it.  There wasn’t a 

dust cap in the adaptor but I’ve got 

plenty lying around.  The rack itself 

has the usual Asian grease/goo, so 

be careful not to touch it.  The rest 

of the focuser draw tube seemed 

free of the stuff. 

The painted finish appears to be 

shiny enamel with the exception of 

the focuser and the lens cell, which is 

a matte finish.  The construction is all 

metal with the exception of the fo-

cuser knobs which are black plastic.  

Overall I would say the build quality is 

better than most Asian and depart-

ment store Achros I have seen and 

used but not up to the quality of my 

William Optics or Stellarvue tele-

scopes. 

I mounted the scope with my William 

Optics M110ED on the EZ-touch and 

did some daytime viewing using a 

WO 2‖ Quartz star diagonal and 

22mm TV Panoptic.  I was greeted 

with a nice sharp, clear view from the 

center to the edge of the field of view.  

I must say, it was better then I ex-

pected.  Right now it is partly cloudy 

so I should get first light tonight, which 

must be some sort of record.  This will 

be my third new Astro purchase in a 

row that I will get first light the night 

of. 

I placed the scopes outside about 

6:30PM to cool down.  I watched for 

the shuttle Discovery to pass at 

7:32PM but it was to dim and it was 

still too light out.  The ISS was behind it 

by a couple of minutes and I was able 

to see it and track it with 102 and 

Panoptic.  The view was sharp and 

clear.  I went back inside for another 

45 minutes to wait for it to get darker.  

The skies were mostly clear with some 

(Continued from page 2) high thin clouds but very hazy skies so 

the sky glow was pretty bright. 

My first target was M42, the Orion 

Nebula.  I had the TV 13mm Ethos in 

my William Optics M110ED and the 

Baader Hyperion 8-24mm Zoom in the 

102 Achro.  I adjusted the power so 

that they were the same in both 

scopes.  With the sky glow and hazy 

skies, the view wasn’t anything to write 

home about.  The trapezium was 

equally sharp in both scopes but I 

could see more nebulosity in the 

M110ED.  I looked at M45, the 

Pleiades, but they were in even worse 

sky conditions 

and the views 

appeared 

about the 

same. 

I wanted to try 

some high 

power and 

with Saturn towards the east, it was 

clearer and away from the light pollu-

tion.  I could see two moons and nice 

detail in both scopes, nice thin on edge 

rings but no banding was visible on the 

planet.  One thing I noticed was the 

lack of any CA in the 102 even at 

90X.  The wind was blowing pretty 

good so I couldn’t use any more power 

than that.  I switched over to Sirius and 

was greeted with a nice violet star 

with plenty of ―Purple Haze‖ in the 

102 Achro, no surprise there.  I did a 

quick star test and the in-focus and out 

focus looked very nearly the same with 

the outer ring the brightest in both 

views.  I did the same with the 

M110ED and had the same in & out of 

focus views without the brighter outer 

ring or the ―Purple Haze‖ 

The wind was picking up more so 

that’s it for high power, back to 

DSOs.  With clouds blocking the 

Double Clusters and the Leo Tri-

ple was a no go so I went back to 

Orion.  This time I swapped eye-

pieces so the Ethos is in the 102 

Achro.  I adjusted the zoom in the 

M110ED to get the same power.  

With the Ethos in the 102 Achro, I 

watched the stars all around the 

field of view and they stayed 

tack sharp to the edge.  Nice 

optics!  I went back to M42 to get 

a better feel on how both scopes com-

pared.  The amount of nebulosity was 

about equal now but the M110ED still 

showing more contrast and darker 

skies.  The stars seemed equally sharp 

in both scopes but the view was more 

pleasing in the M110ED.  Swapping 

diagonals and EPS didn’t change that 

except with the Ethos in the M110ED, I 

saw a bit more nebulosity. 

After all of this, I still say the 

Astrotelescopes 102 Achromatic 

is a good deal.  It is a nice wide 

field sky sweeper with pretty 

good optics.  So in summary, for 

$199 plus $39 shipping, I think 

this is a very good deal.  If some 

one is looking for a decent 4‖ 

Achromatic refractor that can take a 

little abuse, here you go.  Swap out 

the focuser with a Crayford and you 

have a really good refractor.   
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SO IN SUMMARY, FOR $199 

PLUS $39 SHIPPING, I THINK 

THE ASTROTELESCOPE 102 

ACHROMATIC IS A VERY 

GOOD DEAL.  
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Here is the account of George 

McCourt’s and my trip to Cedar Rap-

ids, Iowa for the North Central Region 

of the Astronomical League Convention 

on May 1 – May 3rd.  For those that 

are not familiar with NCRAL, we, 

meaning NPMAS, are members of the 

Astronomical League.  The League is 

broken up into regions.  We are in the 

North Central Region which includes 

seven states: Wisconsin, Upper Michi-

gan, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, and 

North and South Dakota.  There is a 

yearly meeting in a location within our 

region.  The meeting includes tours, 

presentations, business meeting, and a 

banquet with speakers and of course 

door prizes.  This year’s convention 

was hosed by the Cedar Amateur As-

tronomers. 

Friday morning George and I left my 

office about 7:30am.  We planned on 

being in Cedar Rapids by 2:00pm 

with the tours starting at 3:00pm.  We 

wanted to get checked in and get reg-

istered prior to the tours.  We stopped 

on the west side of Madison for 

breakfast.  The trip went really well.  

The only construction we encountered 

was in Appleton along 41 for several 

miles.  We arrived at the hotel at 

1:15pm.  There we met Kevin Kienholz. 

After check in, the three of us took the 

tours that were scheduled.  First, we 

toured a 82.5’ radio telescope, then a 

tour through Optical Mechanics Inc. 

shop where they make mirrors for Ob-

session Telescopes.  Finally we toured 

the Cedar Amateur Astronomer’s ob-

servatory site which include 4 observa-

tories and a meeting/club  house with 

viewing following.   

The 82.5’ telescope dish was amazing.  

They were running through alignment 

procedures with it all the while we 

were there.  To see this moving in per-

son was a sight.  There are 10 of these 

dishes nationwide to make up the 

VLBA with the closest one to this facil-

ity located in Texas.  They use these 

dishes primarily for detecting and 

measuring the tectonic movement in the 

earth down to about 10,000th of an 

inch.  Pretty amazing.   

We left there about 4:00pm and 

headed over to the OMI (Optical Me-

chanics, Inc) located in Iowa City and 

met with owner Jim Mulherin.  The fa-

cility consisted of several storage units 

tied together with openings in each 

unit for access.  The facility was not 

real impressive.  I guess I expected it 

to be more.  Jim is the president and 

lead optician.  Jim gave us a nice tour 

while explaining the procedures of 

receiving the blanks, grinding, polish-

ing, figuring and coating the mirrors.  

He had numerous mirrors in different 

stages of completion.  They make mir-

rors from 12‖ to as large as 48‖.  

They make all the mirrors for Obses-

sion Telescope.  Obsession used to 

make scopes up to 30‖ but decided to 

make only telescopes up to only 25‖.  

OMI is now making complete scopes 

from 30‖ to 48‖.  He had a 40‖ blank 

on the bench being ground.  He indi-

cated they make about 150 mirrors a 

year.  The cost of the 48‖ mirror blank 

he had for an individual in South Ko-

rea, was $80,000 and with the final 

grinding, polishing, figuring and coat-

ing was going to cost an additional 

$120,000.  This was a great tour.   

Next on to their observatory facility in 

a nature center called the Palisades-

Dows Preserve.  This facility had 4 

observatories and a meeting place.  In 

the domes, the largest scope was a 

24‖ Boller & Chivens Cassegrain, then 

a 16‖ LX200 Meade Schmidt Cas-

segrain in another dome and a 16‖ 

Celestron Schmidt-Cassegrain in the 

last dome.  Finally the fourth observa-

tory was a roll off roof with miscella-

neous scopes inside.  While they gave 

us tours, and several talks, George 

ventured outside for some geo-

caching.  Their fa-

cilities and grounds 

were kept up very 

well.  Viewing fol-

lowed; however, 

we decided to go 

back to the hotel. 

Saturday included 

presentations, the 

NCRAL Regional 

Meeting and of 

course the banquet.  

The first presenta-

tion was given by 

Dr. Robert Mutel, 

Professor of As-

tronomy at the Uni-
(Continued on page 5) 

2009 NCRAL Convention 
By Gerry Kocken 

Photos of the VLBA radio telescope.  The dish is over 82 feet wide.  Photos by George McCourt. 
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versity of Iowa.  His talk was on obser-

vations made with a 14.5 Cassegrain 

located in Arizona, but controlled from 

Iowa.  The second presentation was by 

Dr. Curt Struck and it was on galaxy 

collisions.  The third talk of the morning 

was on the web page of WI Astron-

omy by Tom Grzadzielewski.  A group 

photo followed with lunch.  After lunch, 

(Continued from page 4) we had presentation on education, 

research and outreach at the Grant O. 

Gale Observatory by Dr. Robert Cad-

mus, Professor of Physics at Grinnell 

College.  Then Barry Beaman gave a 

short talk on Variable Star Observing 

Club for the AL/ and AAVSO.  Follow-

ing this was a talk by Jim Mulherin of 

OMI on the 48‖ Dobsonian scope he 

built and is now located in Texas.  The 

final presentation of the day was 

Is Pluto a Planet.  The speaker for 

this was Dr. Thomas Hockey, Pro-

fessor of Astronomy at the Univer-

sity of Northern Iowa.  He was 

great and funny.  The final meet-

ing of the day ended with the 

NCRAL meeting.  Highlights of the 

NCRAL meeting: 

Chairman for the North Central 

Region of the Astronomical 

League for the next two years is 

Gerry Kocken of NPMAS, Vice 

Chair is Rebecca Setzer of the 

Northern Cross Astronomical Soci-

ety, and the Regional Representa-

tive for a three year term is 

Katrina DeWitt of NPMAS.  The 

current Secretary/Treasurer is Don 

Klemt from the Racine Astronomi-

cal Society.  He has one year left 

on his term. 

The activities for the banquet 

started 5:30pm with dinner at 

6:30.  At the end of the meal, I 

presented the NCRAL Awards.  

Typically, we normally have one 

individual in which we present this 

award to, but this year, there was 

a tie for first place, thus two 

awards were given out.  This pres-

tigious award is given out to an 

individual for community outreach 

programs, promoting astronomy to 

the public, public education, com-

mitment to the clubs and to the 

region. 

The two winners this year are Ray 

Stonecipher of the Door Peninsula 

Astronomical Society and our own 

Don DeWitt from NPMAS.  These 

individuals have to be commended in 

their individual efforts for educating 

the public, their respective clubs, 

NEWSTAR and our region in astron-

omy.  Congratulations and big thank 

you, Ray and Don, for your efforts.  If 

you see these individuals, please con-

gratulate them.  They truly deserve it. 

The night ended with a presentation on 

Outer Planet Exploration by Dr. Wil-

liam Kurth, Research Scientist at the 

University of Iowa. 

We had a couple of night caps and 

went to bed.  The next day, George 

and I left the hotel to head home at 

8:15 in the morning and arrived safely 

in DePere at 2:00pm.  I considered this 

year’s convention great, especially the 

tours.   
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Photos of Palisades-Dows observatory facility.  The 
facility contains three dome observatories and a roll-
off roof observatory.  Photos by George McCourt. 

Mirror gridding equipment at Optical Mechan-
ics Inc.  They manufacture mirrors up to 48‖.  

Photo by George McCourt. 



for the NCRAL Region Award.  Don 

has had a very active association with 

the astronomical community for two 

decades since joining the NPMAS in 

1988 at the age of 17. 

After joining the NPMAS in 1988, Don 

became very active in club activities 

including serving on the NPMAS Board 

of Directors for many years, serving as 

Treasurer (1994-1996), Vice Presi-

dent, and as President (2002-2003). 

Don was the creator/founder of the 

NPMAS website and is the current 

webmaster. Don also served as the 

NPMAS newsletter (Eyepiece) editor 

for many years. As an active Board 

member, Don has volunteered to host 

many Board meetings at his home. 

Don’s efforts to promote the use of 

and operation of the telescopes at the 

Parmentier Observatory has provided 

great opportunities for the NPMAS 

members and visitors to this great fa-

cility. Don also continues to assist and 

participate in the NPMAS telescope 

restoration and mirror grinding classes 

held every Tuesday night, thus provid-

ing needed expertise and assistance 

to club members working on their spe-

cial projects. 

In addition to his positions with the 

NPMAS, Don has also served as Vice 

President of the Northeast Wisconsin 

Stargazers (NEWSTAR) (1997) and 

Vice Chairman of the NCRAL (1997-

2000). As Vice Chairman of the 

NCRAL, Don worked hard over the 

years soliciting nominations for the 

NCRAL Region awards as well as ob-

taining the plaques for the awards 

ceremonies. 

Don was an active participant in the 

organization and hosting of the 1991 

and 2001 NCRAL conventions hosted 

by NPMAS and held in Green Bay, WI 

as well as the 2005 convention co-

hosted with DPAS in Sturgeon Bay, WI. 

Sharing astronomy with the public has 

been a big part of Don’s involvement 

(Continued from page 1) in astronomy for a long time including 

NPMAS public observing nights at the 

Wildlife Sanctuary, participation in 

Astronomy Day activities both in 

Green Bay with NPMAS and in Nee-

nah with NEWSTAR at the Barlow 

Planetarium. Don’s public outreach 

activities have included observing and 

class sessions on astronomy with scout 

groups, schools, and evening telescope 

observing at the YMCA Camp U-Nah-

LI-YA during Father Son weekends, 

participation in the Big Event for Little 

Kids held at the ShopKo Hall, and this 

years Einstein Science Exposition. 

Many of these public outreach activi-

ties have been associated with Don’s 

involvement with the Night Sky Net-

work program. 

Other activities have included: 

 3rd to 6th grade school education 

programs for numerous schools in 

the area such as Lincoln Elemen-

tary, McAuliffe Elementary School, 

Edison Middle School, Eisenhower 

Elementary, Franklin Middle 

School, Lombardi Middle School, 

Dickinson Elementary, Notre Dame 

Elementary, Beaumont School, 

Wequiock Elementary, Elmore 

Elementary, Jackson Elementary 

and the Washington Middle 

School. 

 Helping Boy Scout and Girl Scout 

Troupes receive astronomy 

badges. 

 Presentations on Astronomical 

League Observing Programs for 

astronomy clubs including NPMAS, 

DPAS, and NEWSTAR. 

 Given presentations at Mosquito 

Hill Nature Center in New London. 

 In 2000, this person helped or-

ganized and prepared the Come 

To The Moon Party, which club 

members worked together to com-

plete the A.L. Lunar Club Award.  

This was a club function over the 

course of a month. 

 Mars 2003 Mars Observation 

Public Viewing event which at-

tracted 1600 people. 

 Shiocton Sky Divers Club overnight 

viewing event. 

Don’s most recent contribution to ama-

teur astronomy has expanded beyond 

the North Central Region as a staff 

member and worker at the 2007, 

2008, and 2009 Winter Star Parties 

hosted by the Southern Cross Astro-

nomical Society in the Florida Keys. 

On a more personal note, Don has 

been an inspiration to me as an avid 

observing companion, telescope build-

ing partner, fellow event organizer, 

travel buddy to star parties and con-

ventions across the country, and a best 

friend. Thanks Don for all you do for 

astronomy, the NPMAS, and all your 

friends. 

I strongly urge you to award the 

NCRAL Region Award to Don in recog-

nition of his tireless contributions to 

amateur astronomy. 

Respectfully Submitted This 26th Day 

of March 2009.   

George A. McCourt 

NPMAS 
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Don volunteering at Astronomy Day, 2008.  
Photo by Steve Mofile. 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

Gary Baier—920-391-9654 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact Gerry Kocken at 

920-676-6363 or at ger-

ryk@kockenwi.com to make 

arrangements.  The five tele-

scope available are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


