
pizza after the meeting.  

Hope you can join us.   

Please join us for the Octo-

ber monthly meeting.  There 

are several items to cover 

this month.  First, we will be 

holding elections for the 

NPMAS Board of Directors.  

There are 13 capable and 

diverse club members run-

ning for the board this year.  

You can find out more infor-

mation about them in this 

newsletter.  Please make 

every effort to make this 

meeting and cast your ballot 

for the next board of direc-

tors.   

This month’s meeting will also 

be an observing meeting.  If 

the weather cooperates, we 

will be outside in the museum 

parking lot doing what we 

love, enjoying the wonders 

of the night sky.  The club 

telescopes will be available 

to use; otherwise feel free to 

bring your own scope.  If the 

weather does not cooperate, 

Steve Mofle will be giving a 

talk. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

October 14th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.   

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

Upcoming Events 
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There will be two observing 

weekends held this October.  

The first is a Crivitz Ob-

serving Weekend.  

COW will be held 

on October 16th 

through the 18th 

at the residence 

of Dave 

Jorgenson and 

Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin 

on 100 acres of land, this 

site offers some of the dark-

est skies around.  The field is 

equipped with electric-

ity and the far 

cabin is available 

for use.     

October also 

marks the first 

Kroes Observing Weekend 

of the year.  KOW will be 

held the weekend of Octo-

ber 23rd and 24th.  This is 

the private residence of Tony 

and Tara Kroes, located 

southwest of Pulaski on 10 

acres of land.  Hope you can 

join us.   

Observing Weekends 



Don DeWitt: Geocaching, Benchmark Hunting, spending time 

with my family 

Brian Chopp: Some activities I enjoy doing other than astron-

omy are swimming, drawing, playing with my daughter and 

being outdoors. 

Katrina DeWitt: There’s something other than astronomy?  I 

enjoy reading (mostly non-fiction), learning things, benchmark 

recovery, geocaching, attending Stargate Conventions, 

camping, hiking, and I actively participate in my son’s Boy 

Scout troop. 

Bob Lundt: aviation (flew for over 35 yrs.), ballroom danc-

ing, hot air balloon crew chasing for 9 yrs (400+ flights), 

barefoot water skiing, snow skiing, NASA/manned space 

flight (watched every USA manned launch from Allan 

Shepard to the Challenger flight…Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, 

shuttle space launches), giving blood to the Community Blood 

Center (gave 23 gallons making me #10 on the list of over 

60,000+ people who give to the CBC each year), spending 

time at my cottage. 

Wayne Kuhn: Bass fishing, bowling, golf, bird watching 

Shawn Beauparlant: Nutrition and exercise science, motorcy-

cles, travel, nature. 

Steve Mofle: Photogra-

phy, History, Reading 

Dick Francini: Bowling, 

Golf, Sports 

Dave Jelinek: Music, 

sound equipment and 

recording 

Jim Sentowski: Photog-

raphy 

Kevin Nasal: Triathlon, 

Backpacking, Camping, 

Hiking, Singing in 2 

choirs, WWII history, 

Historical fiction, US 

Navy history 

Tom Cashman: Keep 

several hives of honey-

bees 

Scott Thompson: kite 

flying, bike commuting, Theremin playing.  I cycle through 

hobbies every couple months, and will probably continue to 

do so until I cover them all. 
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2009 NPMAS Board of  Directors Election Candidates 
Answers to Biography Sheet Questionnaire—Compiled by Julie Mofle, Elections Chair  
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Interests and hobbies other than astronomy: 

Tom Cashman: Able to identify where improvements can be 

made. 

Scott Thompson: Dabble in website creation/maintenance, 

familiar with local education scene  (may be useful for plan-

ning outreach sessions with the schools) 

Don DeWitt: I have an intimate knowledge of how the board 

works as I have been on it for close to 20 years.  Also, in my 

job as a General Manager, I need to make decisions on a 

daily basis that effect the well being of my employees.  

Planning fun astronomy related activities are a piece of cake 

in comparison. 

Brian Chopp: I have some experience with computer pro-

gramming and website design.  I am also a very organized 

(Continued on page 3) 

Steve Mofle: Degree in Business, experience working in ad-

vertising and marketing. 

Dick Francini: My observing experiences allow me to con-

tribute in monthly meeting discussions and make presentations 

to the club. 

Dave Jelinek: Instrumental engineering experience, project 

management, and new technology  research. 

Jim Sentowski: Photography, computer information systems 

and have the experience from being on a number of organ-

izational Boards. 

Kevin Nasal: Project Management, business management, 

running my own non-profit, starting two businesses, strong 

planner and organizer, excellent facilitator. 

Areas of expertise and talents that may be beneficial to NPMAS and the Board: 

Name and Year joined NPMAS: 
Steven Mofle, 1986. 

Dick Francini, 1996, I think. 

David Jelinek, 2009. 

Jim Sentowski, 1970. 

Kevin Nasal, 2003. 

Thomas J. Cashman, 1994. 

Scott Thompson, 2008. 

Don DeWitt, 1988. 

Brian Chopp, 2006. 

Katrina DeWitt, 1993. 

Robert W. Lundt, 2004. 

Wayne E. Kuhn, 1993? 

Shawn Beauparlant, 2006. 

to a “bio sheet” questionnaire, which 

was originally created by the outgoing 

Board to be used for the 2009 Elec-

tion.  The following are the candidate’s 

responses.  Candidates and their an-

October is election month for the 

NPMAS.  In order to give club mem-

bers a better insight into the members 

running for the Board of Directors, 

each candidate was asked to respond 

swers are listed in order received of 

completed bio sheets.   
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classes in meeting facilitation and am half way through a 

degree in Supervisory Management. 

Bob Lundt: Commitment, public speaking 

Wayne Kuhn: I own and run a small business and I am a for-

mer editor of The Eyepiece newsletter. 

Shawn Beauparlant: I feel when I’m given a job I will do it to 

my absolute fullest.  I don’t like to disappoint people. 

and dependable person. 

Katrina DeWitt: I am highly organized, detail oriented, punc-

tual, confident, comfortable speaking in front of groups, en-

joy working with and being around people of all ages.  I 

commit myself to the tasks I’m entrusted with, and like to en-

sure all tasks and decisions are seen through to completion in 

a timely manner.  I do not make decisions on what’s popular, 

but on what I believe is the right thing to do.  I also took 

(Continued from page 2) 

Brian Chopp: I became interested when I was young, watch-

ing science fiction movies like Star Wars and Star Trek.  It was 

fun imagining worlds outside of ours.  I got my first telescope 

in 8th grade and had fun exploring the night sky from my 

backyard. 

Katrina DeWitt: LOL, that would be from watching Star Trek 

TNG in ’92.  The episode talked about Plasma Physics and I 

was intrigued. So I went to the old 1977 Encyclopedia set we 

owned, and read up on the subject.  I found it quite fascinat-

ing and found myself at the local library every week check-

ing out books on various astronomy topics and buying the Sky 

& Tel magazine each month to learn the night sky. 

Bob Lundt: Started in elementary school while looking at 

parallel views in religion. 

Wayne Kuhn: I’m curious by nature and I come from the Star 

Trek generation. I find all forms of science interesting. 

Shawn Beauparlant: My Grandpa bought me a telescope 

when I was 10.  But I think I would have discovered it on my 

own anyway.  I remember my first thought while riding in the 

back seat of the car on a dark night. “How come all the scen-

ery zooms by, but the stars just sit there?” 

Steve Mofle: Around 4th grade I saw the crescent moon next 

to Venus and thought WOW this is really cool and from there 

started to check out books on astronomy from the school li-

brary. 

Dick Francini: I’ve been interested in astronomy for years.  I 

joined the club with my daughter, Kerri, who was very inter-

ested in astronomy.  She has gone off in different directions, 

but I’ve become active in the club. 

Dave Jelinek: I became interested in this when my father first 

gave me his 30 power telescope in the 60’s and had my first 

serious look at the moon with it.  Then reading various books 

about the planets and stars kept me intrigued. 

Jim Sentowski: For Christmas, when I was 9 years old, Santa 

brought me a small reflector.  I went out that night and 

looked at the Moon and I could not believe what I could see. 

Kevin Nasal: My father got me involved in the hobby at a 

young age.  I continued my interest while serving in the US 

Navy and upon my departure from the service, I picked up 

the hobby again 4 years after moving to Green Bay. 

Tom Cashman: Always was interested in the stars and plan-

ets. 

Scott Thompson: Came of age during the early space pro-

gram days and was determined to become an astronaut until 

I discovered that simply looking at a spinning merry-go-round 

made me violently nauseous.  Realized that looking at the 

stars would have to do.  An uncle of mine serving in the Viet 

Nam war sent me my first scope, a 2” refractor.  A day later 

it was quarantined by the police because of similar optical 

instruments sent to the U.S. were found to be packed with 

explosives by the clever North Vietnamese.  A couple of 

weeks later it was safely returned to me for years of use. 

Don DeWitt: When I was about 7 or 8, our family took a 

camping trip somewhere in the middle of August to Michi-

gan’s Upper Peninsula.  The skies from our campsite were 

pitch black and we were treated to a Perseid meteor shower 

storm.  That hooked me. 

How did you become interested in astronomy? 
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benefit the club. 

Kevin Nasal: Our club offers a variety of astronomy-related 

activities for the members and the public.  NPMAS also has a 

great relationship with the Neville Public Museum, the NCRAL 

and local astronomy clubs.  Keeping up those relationships 

and the good variety of activities has been a product of 

good leadership by our board.  I would like to continue this 

strong history by volunteering to serve. 

Tom Cashman: To be able to serve the club. 

Scott Thompson: I look forward to coming in from “the 

fringe” to become more involved with the Club’s activities 

and offer (hopefully) some new ideas. 

Don DeWitt: While I have been on the board for a long time, 

I believe I have a lot to offer to the club and would certainly 

like the opportunity to continue to do so on your behalf. 

Brian Chopp: I think that this club is a very valuable asset to 

this community.  It is a great resource for local amateur as-

tronomers and great astronomy public outreach resource for 

the community.  I would be happy to donate my time to keep 

this club going.  I enjoyed  being a part of the board last 

term and would be happy to continue in this regard. 

Katrina DeWitt: I enjoy the challenges and rewards that 

come from leading an organization, and creating schedules 

and events that will benefit its members.  I believe my previ-

ous experiences on the NPMAS Board (and other Boards) can 

be of value in guiding those joining the Board for the first 

time. 

Bob Lundt: To be able to serve the club. 

Wayne Kuhn: I have been on the board in the past and want 

to make myself available if needed. 

Shawn Beauparlant: I think I can give a fresh perspective on 

things and explore other directions for the club. 

Steve Mofle: It has been several years since the last time I 

was on the board of directors for the club.   This absence has 

allowed me to step back and reassess my views of the club 

from the vantage point of a regular member and from a 

different point of view seeing new  opportunities for the club. 

An important item that is affecting the club is the unfinished 

bylaws and the rules of operation that need to be finalized 

and brought forth to the club for ratification.  Since these 

have been unfinished for such an extended length of time it 

has contributed to confusion and lack of purpose and direc-

tion for the club.  By resolving how we conduct our affairs we 

add resources to strengthen accountability, communication 

and cooperation. 

As we finish our bylaws with the goal of improving the club’s 

operations there is a great opportunity in strengthening its 

performance. Currently our officers are elected by the nine 

new board members from among themselves.  I propose and 

will work for the election of our officers to be a direct vote 

by the membership which will result in a more dynamic rela-

tionship between those elected and those who elected them. 

Last but not least would be that once our house is in better 

order, the club will find itself doing more astronomy and hav-

ing a better sense of purpose rather than just treading water.  

This is what motivates me to once again be a board member 

and to serve you the members of this notable club. 

Dick Francini: I’ve enjoyed my 3 terms (or is it 4) on the 

board.  I’ve been able to contribute to the board and club 

membership by being treasurer and helping guide the direc-

tion of the club activities.  I would like to continue these activi-

ties. 

Dave Jelinek: I want to be part of a group that gets others 

excited about the wonders of the universe and feel my pro-

ject management experience can help achieve that. 

Jim Sentowski: I would like to use some of my talents to 

Why do you want to run for the NPMAS Board of Directors? 

people and their varied interests and knowledge are our 

most valuable assets. 

Tom Cashman: Various activities, public outreach, member 

access to Parmentier Observatory. 

Scott Thompson: Great mix of personalities and back-

grounds, all sharing a wonderful single interest.  The members 

are willing and anxious to promote the hobby in many ways. 

Don DeWitt: We have a lot of good people in our club and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Steve Mofle: The social aspect, being with others who share 

your interest and love for  everything astronomy. 

Dick Francini: I like the opportunity to get together with 

other people interested in astronomy. 

Dave Jelinek:  It’s openness, family-like atmosphere, and 

informative topics. 

Jim Sentowski: The broad diversity of the experience of the 

members. 

Kevin Nasal: The people who form our membership.  Our 

What do you like most about the club? 
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compasses a wide range of topics and interests and so do 

our members.  Every member of our club has something 

worthwhile to contribute and they readily do so. 

Bob Lundt: the members. 

Wayne Kuhn: By far the fellowship of being with people 

who share a common interest and the friends I have made. 

Shawn Beauparlant: It’s nice knowing I’m not the only crazy 

person infatuated with the night sky.  There is a unique bond I 

think everyone has, and sharing that is very rewarding. 

lets face it, astronomy is just plain cool. 

Brian Chopp: What I like most about the club is the wide 

range of astronomy interests the club members have.  What-

ever your interests are in astronomy, you can find other club 

members with similar interests and willing to share their ex-

periences. 

Katrina DeWitt: The best thing about our club is the diversity 

of knowledge of its members.  The hobby of astronomy en-

(Continued from page 4) 

event. Another thought on this would be for the general mem-

bership meeting agenda to be sent to all club members in 

advance of the meeting.  This way, we would all have an 

idea of what will be discussed at the meeting and it also acts 

as a summary for those who cannot make it to the meeting 

that month. 

Brian Chopp: One thing I would have liked to have seen 

more of in the past year is more public outreach from an ob-

serving standpoint.  It would have been nice to have more 

public observing nights or sidewalk astronomy nights.  I would 

like to have seen a few more nights where we show the pub-

lic the wonders of the night sky through our telescopes. 

Katrina DeWitt: The easy answer is simply more participation 

at meetings, club activities, and public outreach events.  What 

I would love to improve would be a Board that shows an en-

thusiasm for our club, it’s functions and it’s members.  I’m not 

saying the Board needs to be “cheerleaderish”, but it would 

be nice to see club events and activities talked about that 

doesn’t resemble a boring commentary on the weather. If the 

Board does not show enthusiasm (or regularly attends) club 

events and activities they planned, then why would the mem-

bership at large? 

Bob Lundt: Actually, I am quite pleased with the club.  The 

few idiosyncrasies are okay.  I think there are avenues for 

people who have higher interests, to bring their views to the 

club, and, if need be, form a sub-group within the club (like 

mirror grinding or telescope building). 

Wayne Kuhn: I’m not aware of any major problems or diffi-

culties-I guess I would want to make sure that club members 

have easy access to all the resources the club has. 

Shawn Beauparlant: I think more participation is needed 

with observing and certain events.  I would include myself in 

needing improvement.   

Steve Mofle: Communication, for without it nothing much of 

any consequence is accomplished. 

Dick Francini: I would like to get more members out observ-

ing.  I’d like to have the club have more events to foster ob-

serving, like the moon parties, getting members out to Ron’s 

observatory. 

Dave Jelinek: I haven’t been in the club long enough to know 

this yet, but would be glad to help with any group improve-

ment efforts. 

Jim Sentowski: That’s a tough question since things are going 

very well.  Maybe a better Public Relations effort.  We could 

be the Subject Matter Experts for the local media. 

Kevin Nasal: I would like to see more open relationships with 

local businesses.  For instance, we offered a viewing event to 

Humana for their employees this year.  The continuation of 

outreach to the public through local business is a way we can 

connect our club to the community and showcase the talents 

and know-how of our members. 

Tom Cashman: More public observing nights to introduce 

people to astronomy (the weather must cooperate, too.) 

Scott Thompson: Honestly…at this point, I’m not sure! It 

sounds like there are many opportunities for public outreach, 

but I would love to focus on being visible at even more 

events.  I love the concept of scopes at the local high school 

football games and other  public gatherings.  Any chance for 

some sidewalk astronomy sessions in Green Bay should be 

encouraged. 

Don DeWitt: I guess if there were one thing I would like to 

improve, it would be the clubs overall communication.  We 

have so many different avenues of communication open to us 

such as phones, cell phones, email, instant messaging, web 

sites, etc… but as a group, we do not use them very well.  

One of the things I envision is something like a weekly update 

of upcoming club activities and sky events for that week.  This 

could also include reminders sent out the day of a particular 

If you could improve one thing about the club, what would it be and why? 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

Gary Baier—920-391-9654 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2009 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Gary Baier 

gbaier@netnet.net 

920-391-9654 

 

Brian Chopp 

bchopp@new.rr.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Katrina DeWitt 

gate-geek@tds.net 

920-405-8534 

 

George McCourt 

geokat73@sbcglobal.net 

920-468-9296 

 

Chris Schroeder 

chris@jsaonline.com 

920-406-5277 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Historians 

 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Contact 

 

 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

 

Website 

Yahoo! Coordinator 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

George McCourt 

George McCourt 

Don DeWitt 

Katrina DeWitt 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Mike Monfils 

Katrina DeWitt 

Steve Mofle 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

George McCourt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Don DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Officers 

President 

Gerry Kocken 

gerryk@kockenwi.com 

920-338-9720  

920-676-6363 

 

Vice President 

Don DeWitt 

ddwitt@tds.net 

920-405-8534 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com 

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Amy Hannon-Drew 

momran2@yahoo.com 

920-499-0395 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact Gerry Kocken at 

920-676-6363 or at ger-

ryk@kockenwi.com to make 

arrangements.  The five tele-

scope available are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


