
he often was fooled by ob-

jects that looked like comets 

but were not.  He eventually 

compiled a list of these 

―false comets‖ so he and 

other astronomers could 

avoid mistaking them for the 

real thing in the future. 

Not many people think about 

the comets Charles Messier 

discovered but his list of re-

jects is known and revered 

throughout the astronomical 

world.  It contains the best of 

the best deep-sky objects to 

(Continued on page 2) 

The 2010 observing season’s 

first major observing event, 

the Messier Marathon, will 

happen on Saturday, April 

10th at Neshota Park.  The 

doors will open by 6:00PM 

and the fun begins after 

sunset (around 7:40 pm).  

This year’s marathon is a 

little later this due to the 

club’s involvement in the Ein-

stein Science Expo in March. 

All members of the NPMAS, 

NEWSTAR, and Door Penin-

sula Astronomical Society are 

invited.  This is a potluck 

party that lasts throughout 

the night whether the sky is 

clear or cloudy.  Everyone is 

encouraged to bring a dish 

or dessert to share.  The club 

will provide plates, bowls, 

cups and plastic ware – just 

bring your own beverages. 

The object of this star party 

is to try and observe as 

many of the 110 Messier 

objects as possible in one 

night.  For new members, 

here is a little history for you: 

Charles Messier was a 

French astronomer who 

hunted comets in the 18th 

century.  During his searches, 

Please join us for the April 

monthly meeting.  This month, 

if the weather is clear, will 

be an observing night.  Dur-

ing the ―speaker‖ portion of 

the meeting, we will go out-

side and observe from the 

museum parking lot.  Club 

scopes will be available or 

feel free to bring you own.  

If the weather doesn’t coop-

erate, a talk will be given on 

the Ron Parmentier Observ-

ing Program.  

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

April 14th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.   

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the meeting.  

Hope you can join us.   

The next NPMAS Board 

Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, April 28th at 

7:00pm.  It will be held at 

Wayne Kuhn’s place of busi-

ness: Commercial Laundry 

Sales, 1130 Elizabeth Street, 

Green Bay WI.   

As always, all club members 

are welcome to attend.   

Upcoming Events 
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 APRIL 10—NESHODA PARK 
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Neshota Park is located in southeast-

ern Brown County, five miles north of 

Denmark on County T.  From the north, 

the park is 3.5 miles south of Poland 

on County T.  Turn east on Park road.  

The Park is about ½ mile down on 

your left.  If you are a new member, 

you have a map in your club folder or 

you can print a copy of the map in this 

newsletter.  Maps are also available 

at the club meeting. 

Please join us for this always-fun 

event!   

We have one Observing Handbook 

and two wall calendars left.  As it is 

now March, I’m thinking a sale is in 

order.  Here are the discounted 

prices.  

2 Wall Calendars, original price $13, 

SALE PRICE $8. 

1 Observing Handbook, original price 

$19, SALE PRICE $13.  

If interested please give me a call 

(338-8504) or drop me an email at 

dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com.  

Thanks Dick Francini, Treasurer 

 

view including the brightest nebula, 

galaxies, and star-clusters in the night 

sky.   

The NPMAS will provide an observing 

form for your use and certificates will 

be awarded to everyone who ob-

serves 5 or more objects.  Even though 

this is potentially an all night event you 

can come and go when you like.  Just 

keep your car headlights off and use 

a red flashlight.  You can bring a tele-

scope, binoculars or just yourself and 

buddy-up with other observers. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Messier Marathon, Continued 

The Eyepiece 

April 2010 

8 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 19° 

14 New Moon 

22 Lyrid Meteor Shower Peaks 

28 Full Moon 

May 2010 

3 Asteroid Pallas is at Opposition 

6 Eta Aquarid Meteor Shower Peaks 

13 New Moon 

25 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

25° 

27 Full Moon 

Eye in the Sky 

 Kroes Observing Weekend 

April marks the first Kroes Observing 

Weekend of the year!  KOW will 

be held the weekend of April 16th.  

This is the private residence of Tony 

and Tara Kroes, located Southwest 

of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  

Hope you can join us.   

For Sale! 
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Our first of two Public Telescope View-

ing nights in 2010 is fast approaching 

on Saturday, April 24th from 7:00pm 

to 10:00pm.  There are some changes 

to this years event that we wanted to 

inform everybody about.  We have 

moved our observing spot to the Bay 

Beach Amusement Park field just to the 

east of the northern parking lot.  This 

would be the large open area be-

tween the park and the Wildlife Sanc-

tuary that borders East Shore Drive.  

While there are more street lights in 

the area to contend with, it is an area 

that is more inviting to the general 

public which should help with the turn-

out. Also, the Moon will be in a waxing 

gibbous phase so most deep sky ob-

jects will be washed out anyway. 

We will be having a talk at the Wild-

life Sanctuary Nature Center from 

7:00pm to 8:00pm no matter what the 

weather so we are advertising this 

event as something we are doing 

whether it is clear or cloudy.  The talk 

will be given by club member Paul 

Fjeld and is entitled "The View From 

Orbit and Beyond : Astronaut Experi-

ences and Images of Earth".  It is 

based around Paul's work as a space 

illustrator and his personal quest to 

find out what it is really like up there, 

but looking mostly down. 

Here is where we need the help of All 

NPMAS members.  First, we need your 

help in promoting this event.  We need 

to get the word out to the general 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Public Observing 
By Don DeWitt 

 

PLANETARY LANDSCAPES 

 

16 MILES 

THE HEIGHT OF OLYMPUS MONS, THE 

LARGEST MOUNTAIN AND VOLCANO IN THE 

SOLAR SYSTEM.  IT IS LOCATED ON MARS 

AND IS ALMOST THREE TIMES AS TALL AS 

MOUNT EVEREST.  

 

1,550 MILES 

THE DIAMETER OF THE SOUTH POLE-AITKEN 

BASIN ON THE MOON, THE LARGEST CRATER 

IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM.  ITS OUTER RIM CAN 

BE SEEN FROM EARTH AS A HUGE CHAIN OF 

MOUNTAINS.  

 

2,480 MILES 

THE LENGTH OF VALLES MARINERIS , THE 

LARGES CANYON IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM.  IT 

IS LOCATED ON MARS.  IT STRETCHES 

ALMOST A QUARTER OF THE WAY AROUND 

MARS. 

 

4,130 MILES 

LENGTH OF THE NILE RIVER, THE LONGEST 

RIVER ON EARTH.  IT IS SLIGHTLY LONGER 

THAN THE AMAZON HOWEVER, THE 

AMAZON DISCHARGES OVER 40 TIMES THE 

VOLUME OF WATER PER SECOND. 

 

17,000 MILES 

THE DIAMETER OF THE GREAT RED SPOT ON 

JUPITER, THE LARGEST STORM IN THE SOLAR 

SYSTEM.  IT IS LARGE ENOUGH TO HOLD 

TWO OR THREE EARTHS. 

ITS ASTRONOMICAL! 

Last month, the NPMAS participated in 

the 2010 Einstein Project Science Fair 

held at Shopko Hall.  The club had 

several telescopes on display for the 

kids to look through as well as a lunar 

crater demonstration.  There were also 

a large number of posters, books and 

other astronomy equipment to look at 

along with free handouts.   

There was a large turnout with a con-

stant flow of kids through our booth.  

Many club member as well as students 

from East High School volunteered to 

help make this event a success.   

Photos by Ed Smith.   

Young Einsteins in Training 
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We all know Sirius (Sirius A) as the 

brightest star in the night sky, but did 

you know it has a very interesting and 

unusual companion orbiting around it?  

The companion, Sirius B, is a white 

dwarf.  At one point, Sirius B was a 

much more formidable star, a red gi-

ant which shed its’ outer layers and 

collapsed into today’s version, a tiny 

white dwarf.  The ―Pup‖, as it is called, 

is only about the size of the Earth but 

has a mass of 98% of the Sun! 

If you have ever looked at Sirius in a 

telescope you are familiar with its 

overwhelming brightness and glare.  

As a result, observing Sirius B poses a 

very difficult observing challenge.  

Until the past few years, this was al-

most an impossible task as Sirius B was 

too close to the Sirius A.  But the Pup is 

slowly moving away from Sirius A and 

now has a 9‖ separation to the east . 

This is still close but a reasonable 

separation to observe visually.  The 

fact that it is due east is helpful, as it is 

on the exact opposite side of Sirius A 

as it is moving through the field of 

your eyepiece.  Here are some figures 

to help explain why this is so tough:  

Sirius A is at -1.5 magnitude and Sirius 

B is 8.5, a ten magnitude difference!  

Sirius A is about 10,000 times brighter 

then the Pup! 

I have tried this observation in the past 

but gave up thinking it was impossible.  

A recent article in Sky & Telescope 

indicated that this was now a possi-

bility; with renewed interest I con-

sulted the internet in hope of 

getting some helpful tips.  Be-

tween the internet and the Sky 

& Telescope article I was able to 

determine I would need out-

standing seeing (not just good 

seeing, but great seeing, the 

kind you hardly ever get 

around this part of the country).  

They also suggested taking a quick 

look at Rigel in nearby Orion, a dou-

ble star with similar separation and a 

large magnitude difference (a 6.7 

magnitude difference as opposed to 

the 10 mag difference with Sirius A 

and B) so you could get a feel for the 

distance between stars to expect when 

you try Sirius. 

They also suggested a few tricks.  One 

is to try the observation in late after-

noon before the sky gets dark.  The 

other suggestion is to let Sirius move 

west into a solid object like a building 

or tree, this way the bright star will 

disappear or at least dim down while 

the Pup is still out in the open.  Remem-

ber they are very close and this effect 

will not last very long. 

Kevin and Shawn were out at 

Tony’s on Friday (March 5th, 

2010) and the conditions were 

excellent, with very good 

transparency and seeing.  

They were able to get 

the Pup in Shawn’s 14.5‖ 

scope without relying on 

the special tricks (see their 

accounts). 

 I went out Saturday night in my 

backyard and was amazed I was ex-

periencing the same great conditions 

they did Friday night.  Seeing was 

exceptional and transparency was as 

good as I can expect from my subur-

ban setting in Lawrence (1 minus see-

ing and 5.4 transparency).  I was using 

my 8‖ scope instead of the 16‖ be-

cause I was working on the AL Urban 

program, so I was at a real disadvan-

tage; I really thought a larger scope 

was required to see the Pup.  With 

Sirius out in the open I thought I might 
(Continued on page 5) 

Observing the Pup 
By Dick Francini 

In this photo, Sirius A is the bight star dominat-
ing the picture.  Sirius B is the tiny dot in the 
lower left side, just below the diffraction spike.  
Photo by the Hubble Space Telescope. 

Sirius B at KOW 
On Friday March 5th. Kevin and I met at Tony’s to do some casual observing. 

Kevin was working on his AL deep sky binocular program and I had my 14.5‖ 

dob. With the seeing so good I decided it would be the perfect time to get 

some great planetary views in and go for some difficult doubles. Obviously it 

was Sirius that I thought of tackling first and wondered if the pup would be 

possible.  Sirius at the time was very close to the meridian putting it at its 

highest point. So in went my 7mm Pentax giving 260 power. My first 

impression was how glaring Sirius is. The diffraction spikes were also intrusive 

but I knew the approximate spot where the pup should be. After 30 seconds 

or so, there it was! I immediately called Kevin over and I was hoping he 

would confirm it. He asked me not to tell him the location of the pup. Sure 

enough, after 30 seconds or so he saw it. When I returned to the eyepiece, I 

had noticed that again it was not there. But after a moment it reappeared. It 

was great night, one that will be remembered. 

Shawn Beauparlant  
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have seen the Pup for a few brief mo-

ments, but not enough to call it a suc-

cess.  Sirius was moving into our large 

oak tree with numerous large 

branches.  I waited until it was in a 

nice opening in the branches and mov-

ing toward a sizable branch.  I 

watched as Sirius A moved into the 

branch.  The normally brilliant star 

dimmed down maybe 50% and the 

Pup became easily visible for a short 

period of time; a tiny point of light 

almost touching the larger primary 

star.  WOW, I was able to see it with 

an 8‖ scope, the technique actually 

worked great.  I would not recommend 

using a scope any smaller than an 8‖ 

and I have to believe a larger scope 

would help make this an easier task.  

The key to a successful observation 

appears to be near perfect seeing 

which reduces the size of Sirius, allow-

ing the Pup to be seen.  Under poorer 

seeing conditions, the atmospheric tur-

bulence spreads out the brilliant light 

from Sirius over a larger blob thus 

blocking the Pup. 

While researching on the internet, I 

came across some interesting informa-

tion on Sirius B.  In 1844, studies of 

Sirius indicated changes in its proper 

motion suggesting an unseen compan-

ion.  In 1862, famous astronomer Al-

van Clark became the first person to 

visually observe the Pup.  As the story 

(Continued from page 4) 

goes, he had his huge 18.5‖ refractor 

pointed at a point on the side of a 

building waiting for Sirius to emerge.  

In 1862 the Pup was west of Sirius and 

it emerged from behind the building 

first before the overpowering Sirius.  

One account seems to suggest that this 

was an accidental observation (I’m not 

sure if this is a true story or not). 

I was surprised that Sirius did not com-

pletely disappear when it moved be-

hind the large thick branch.  There 

must have still been photons coming in 

from around both sides of the branch.  

The picture is a Hubble shot of Sirius A 

and B, the two appeared much closer 

together in my scope, of course Hubble 

has the advantage of not looking 

through moving atmosphere and the 

shot is certainly at much higher power.  

High power is required, I was using 

300X.  A very cool observation which 

should continue to get slightly easier as 

the separation increases to nearly 12‖ 

by around 2025.   

A Pale Green Pup? 
Both Shawn and Dick have captured the event really well – the seeing, as 

they’ve described, was extremely good.  We may get nights like this a 

couple times a year so to be able to observe in these conditions was a lot of 

fun.  Like Shawn described, these are the nights that you may stop what 

you’ve planned on doing to try for challenge objects or just go back and 

observe old favorites to see how they look in outstanding conditions. 

The one thing I noticed during my observing of The Pup was a slight green tint 

in the glare on one side of Sirius.  When I focused on this area, I saw the 

companion star.  It too exhibited a slight pale green glow – there aren’t any 

―green‖ stars that we know of but that’s what it looked like to me.  It was the 

same slight green glow you may see while observing the Orion Nebula in 

some scopes.  Neither Shawn nor Dick said they could see this color, however. 

Hopefully we’ll get some clear nights with great conditions before Sirius sets 

for another year and others can get out and try for this observation.   

Kevin Nasal   

Public Observing, Continued 

public and we would like you to put up 

event flyers in high traffic places that 

you frequent.  That could be your local 

bank, grocery store, gas station, de-

partment store, mall, work cafeteria, 

etc... any place that a lot of people 

tend to congregate.  I have posted the 

flyer on our website so you can 

download from there or feel free to 

call me and I can get you color copies 

(Continued from page 3) to disperse. 

The second thing we need your help 

with is your attendance at the event 

itself.  All club members are urged to 

attend.  If you can bring a telescope 

to show the night sky to the public, 

excellent.  If not and you just want to 

come and hear Paul talk and maybe 

see some of the objects through tele-

scopes, that is fine as well.  If you do 

not yet own a telescope, this is a great 

opportunity for you to check out all the 

different ones that fellow members 

own which can help aid you in your 

own personal selection process. 

We hope to see everybody at our 

spring Public Telescope Viewing Night.  
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

George McCourt—920-468-9296 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements.  

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


