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The Eyepiece 

Member Society 

Our annual winter weekend at Camp U-Nah-

Li-Ya is fast approaching. The dates are 

January 28-30, 2011. However, don’t wait 

until then to decide as payment must be 

made by December 31st! 

So why would anyone want to go to the north 

woods in the dead of 

winter?  How about 

dark, clear skies where 

you can start observ-

ing at 6:00 pm and set 

up is just a hop, skip, 

(Continued on page 5) 

Please join us for the December monthly 

meeting.  This month, Shawn Beauparlant will 

be our speaker.  He will be giving a talk 

about telescopes and accessories, the perfect 

topic for those of you getting your Christmas 

list ready for Santa. 

The meeting will be held from 7:00pm until 

9:00pm, December 8th at the Neville Public 

Museum, 210 Museum Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.   

And as always, we will be heading to Happy 

Joe’s for pizza after the meeting.  Hope you 

can join us.   

This year’s holiday party will 

be on Wednesday, January 

12th (our normal meeting 

date) at Titletown Brewing, 

right across the street from 

the Neville Public Museum. 

This is a historic Green Bay 

building; it’s the old down-

town Chicago and North-

western train station. The 

building is over 100 years 

old and it is on the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

The building was renovated 

in 1996 and converted into 

a restaurant and microbrew-

ery. They have done a good 

job of retaining the old fla-

vor of the train station. 

I have reserved the large 

upstairs room, so we should 

have plenty of space. Dinner 

will start at 7:00, drinks at 

6:00. There is a bar upstairs 

for our use. We will have a 

limited menu of four options. 

They are: 

1. Smoke House Sirloin—

$18.99. 8 oz. sirloin 

seasoned and grilled, 

accompanied by 

December Meeting 

Holiday Fun at Titletown Brewing 
By Dick Francini 

Winter Wonderland Weekend 
By Katrina DeWitt 

mashed potatoes and 

gravy and fresh sautéed 

vegetables. Add sau-

téed mushrooms or sau-

téed onions for $0.79 

each. 

2. Smothered Chicken—

$16.99. Chicken breasts 

smothered with cheddar 

cheese, mushrooms, and 

onions served with rice 

and fresh sautéed vege-

tables. 

3. Sno-Cap Beef Short 
(Continued on page 2) 



BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

We will continue with the recent tradi-

tion of having a white elephant gift 

exchange. For those of you not famil-

iar with this tradition, each person par-

ticipating in the gift exchange should 

bring a wrapped gift. They are put on 

a table and when its your turn, people 

go up and select a gift. If they don’t 

like it, you can ―trade it‖ for a gift 

already taken by someone else. As 

you can probably guess, the few good 

gifts make the rounds among those in 

the room. It has turned out to be a fun 

and highly anticipated tradition.  

It is entirely up to you to buy/bring 

any gift you would like; use your crea-

tivity. As a guide, in the past, only 

about 20 to 25% of gifts turn out to 

be ―good ― gifts, and balance are 

tongue in cheek, gag type gifts. You 

are NOT required to spend a lot of 

money, it’s totally up to you; make 

something, re-gift that turkey gift you 

got for Christmas last year, buy an 

actual good gift or a crazy gift. This is 

what makes it fun.  

IMPORTANT, you need to have a gift 

for each person attending who wants 

to get a gift. If you don’t want to par-

ticipate in the white elephant gift ex-

change, that’s fine, please come any-

way and just inform me so we will end 

up with the correct number of gifts.  

See you at Titletown Brewing for the 

January 12th Holiday Party!   

Ribs— $15.99. Boneless beef 

short ribs braised in Railyard Ale, 

finished on our open flame, grilled 

and topped with Sno-Cap root 

beer barbeque sauce accompa-

nied by mashed potatoes and 

gravy and fresh sautéed vegeta-

bles. 

4. Soy Glazed Grilled Salmon with 

Cucumber Relish— $17.99. 

Grilled Atlantic salmon with a soy 

honey glaze (with a hint of ginger) 

and served with rice and fresh 

sautéed vegetables. 

There will also be a vegetarian option 

available.  

You will be billed individually at Title-

town (you don’t need to pay in ad-

vance) and you can get your drinks on 

the same bill if you tell the bartender. 

Tax and the gratuity of 18% will be 

automatically added to the bills (don’t 

add a tip unless you want to).  

I would like to give them a rough esti-

mate of the number attending and an 

approximate breakout of dinners, so 

please sign up (on the sign-up sheet) 

at the December meeting. If you plan 

on attending and can’t make the De-

cember meeting, please drop me an 

email at dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Holiday Party, Continued 

The Eyepiece 

December 2010 

1 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 21° 

4 Venus is at Greatest Brilliancy 

5 New Moon 

14 Geminid Meteor Shower Peaks 

21 Full Moon—Total Lunar Eclipse, 2:00am CST 

21 Winter Solstice 

January 2011 

2 Jupiter is 0.6° South of Uranus, 8:00am CST 

3 Quadtantid Meteor Shower Peaks 

4 New Moon 

8 Venus is at Greatest Western Elongation, 47° 

9 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

23° 

19 Full Moon 

Eye in the Sky 

Parmentier Observatory Representative 
At the November Board meeting, the NPMAS Board of Directors, after careful 

consideration, has appointed Don DeWitt as the new Parmentier Observatory 

Representative. Don will now be in charge of the lease agreements, 

maintenance, inventory and usage records of all NPMAS member activity at 

Parmentier Observatory. 

This position was created and held by George McCourt from 2007-2010. 

Please join me in thanking George for his valuable service ensuring the 

NPMAS members have access to the observatory and his diligence at 

maintaining and promoting the observatory to the membership. Thank you Don 

and George!    
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Another year has come and gone and 

with it, another twelve issues of The 

Eyepiece.  Ann and I hope you enjoyed 

receiving the issues each month.  We 

very much enjoyed publishing them for 

you.  

Much of what makes The Eyepiece 

worthwhile are the articles and photos 

submitted by the club.  We would like 

to take a minute to thank those of you 

that kept the club informed or shared 

your enthusiasm of astronomy with the 

club by writing articles and submitting 

photos.  Without your help, this news-

letter would not be what it is.   

We would like to extend thanks to 

Barlow Bob, Dick Francini, Don DeWitt, 

Ed Smith, George McCourt, Gerry 

Kochen, Jim Sentowski, Katrina DeWitt, 

Kevin Nasal, Leo Loeb, Peg Zenko, 

Shawn Beauparlent, Tom Cashman and 

Wayne Kuhn for sharing their articles 

and pictures with us. 

We always welcome anything you 

would like to submit and share with the 

club.  We look forward to the publish-

ing 2010 and your continued support. 

Thank you, 

Brian and Ann Chopp 

Editors of The Eyepiece 
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Thank You for Your Support 

 

LIGHT SPEED 

 

0.143 

THE AMOUNT OF TIME, IN SECONDS, IT 

TAKES LIGHT TO MAKE ONE TRIP AROUND 

THE EARTH 

 

8:20 

THE AMOUNT OF TIME, IN MINUETS AND 

SECONDS, IT TAKES LIGHT TO TRAVEL FROM 

THE SUN TO THE EARTH. 

 

6:31:48 

THE AMOUNT OF TIME, IN HOURS, MINUTES 

AND SECONDS, IT TAKES FROM LIGHT TO 

TRAVEL FROM EARTH TO THE VOYAGER 1 

SPACE CRAFT. 

 

4.3 

THE AMOUNT OF TIME, IN YEARS, IT TAKES 

FOR LIGHT TO TRAVEL FROM PROXIMA 

CENTARI TO EARTH.  PROXIMA CENTARI IS 

THE CLOSEST STAR TO OUR SUN. 

 

2,360,000 

THE AMOUNT OF TIME IT TAKES FOR LIGHT 

TO TRAVEL FROM THE ANDROMEDA GALAXY 

TO EARTH.  THE ANDROMEDA GALAXY AND 

THE MILKY WAY ARE SISTER GALAXIES, BOTH 

PART OF OUR LOCAL GROUP OF GALAXIES. 

ITS ASTRONOMICAL! 

Please welcome our newest 

club member, Rodrigo 

Roesch!  Here is a brief intro-

duction of him and his inter-

ests in astronomy.  Please 

take a moment to say hi and 

make him feel welcome at 

the next club event.  Wel-

come to the club Rodrigo! 

How did you find out about the 

NPMAS? 

I found the NPMAS by looking for as-

tronomy clubs near Green Bay on the 

internet. 

How long have you been interested 

in astronomy?  

I have been interested in Astronomy 

for about 21 years.  

Do you have any particular interest 

in like cosmology, galaxies, planets, 

etc? 

I like deep sky observing and also 

astrophotography, especially nebu-

laes. 

Can you tell us a little about your-

self, your work and 

other interests? 

I am originally from 

Guatemala where I use 

to be part of an as-

tronomy club and an 

astronomy association. 

Later on, I moved to 

the US to study for a master's degree 

in food science. After I finished, I 

moved to Canada to study for a PhD 

in the same area and after three 

years I returned to the US due to a job 

opportunity. Currently, I work for 

Schreiber foods in the R&D area. Be-

sides astronomy I also like hiking, 

camping and photography, especially 

landscapes. 

What do you expect to get out of this 

club? 

Meet new people, make new friends, 

learn new things and also contribute 

with new learnings if possible.   

New Member Welcome Mat 
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2010 was a very active year for Par-

mentier Observatory and I would like 

to take a few kilobytes to break down 

some interesting numbers for you.   

 We had 11 nights of observing at 

the observatory in 2010.   

 On those 11 nights, we had 32 

club members and their friends 

observe through the dome.   

 A total of 90 observations were 

made through the telescopes in 

the dome.  We did not track no 

finds but the good news is that 

there were not too many of those.   

 One of the most interesting obser-

vations was not through any of the 

telescopes, but a naked eye ob-

servation of the Moon in May at 

just 24.5 hours old first spotted by 

Jacob DeWitt.  Jim Callaway took 

some pictures of that event and 

they are posted in his picture 

folder on the club website for 

your viewing pleasure. 

 Minus the key holders, we had two 

people tie for the highest mem-

bership attendance.  Congrats to 

Brian Chopp and Jacob DeWitt 

for making it out for four of the 

evenings.  

Now some THANK YOU’S are in or-

der.  The first goes out to George 

McCourt.  George has been the Ob-

servatory Representative since we 

have had the need for one after Ron 

Parmentier’s passing and we would not 

able to use the facility if it were not 

for his efforts.  I have some big shoes 

to fill.  

Next, thanks to the Schneider Family, 

namely Richard as the owner of the 

observatory and Bill and Cheryl as the 

land owners for allowing us to use 

their telescope and land.  It is greatly 

appreciated.  

I would also like to thank the RPOP 

Committee for putting a really fun 

observing program together that we 

used as a guide for observing all year 

long.  The committee consisted of 

George McCourt, Brian Chopp, Dick 

Francini, Katrina DeWitt and myself. 

Next, thanks to fellow key holders Dick 

Francini and Gary Baier.  We have 

had some pretty productive nights out 

there this year and I am sure we will 

have more next year.  

Thanks to Gerry Kocken for mowing 

the lawn for us this past year.  

Finally, thanks to everybody that came 

out and observed this past year.  I 

hope you had as much fun as I had 

observing with you and that we can do 

it again next year.  

With that, we close the log book on 

2010 and start the planning for 

2011.  One of the neat things we are 

planning that you should mark your 

calendars for now is the June monthly 

meeting.  Instead of having it at the 

museum, we will have it at the obser-

vatory.  Shawn Beauparlant will be 

firing up the grill and Dick Francini will 

be leading the caravan for those that 

have never been there and are not 

sure where to go.  More details to 

follow as we get closer.  

Don DeWitt 

Parmentier Observatory Representa-

tive 

 

Parmentier Observatory 2010 Recap 

Jupiter’s Belt Returns 

While Jupiter is always a great target for observing, with the dance of its moons, stripes of light and dark clouds and 

the great red spot, this year, observers were given a special treat with the disappearance of one of its prominent dark 

cloud bands, the South Equatorial Belt. The missing belt gave me the chance to make my first observations of the great 

red spot which usually sits in this belt.  It appeared as a orange spot in the middle of a larger white area as was 

surprisingly easy to find. 

Jupiter’s South Equatorial Belt seems to be reappearing 

After disappearing almost a year ago.  What causes the 

belt to disappear?  The Southern Equatorial Belt is usually 

dark, and is somewhat lower down in Jupiter’s atmosphere 

than other clouds. Once in a while, the wind patterns 

change, and white ammonia ice forms above the belt, 

hiding it. That pattern stays around for a while, then 

eventually breaks up. As that happens, we get patches of 

clearer air, allowing us to see down into the atmosphere 

farther, where the dark belt still lies.  So get out and 

watch the South Equatorial Belt come back to life.   

Information from Discover, photo from NASA  



No roughing it here! 

Winter fun abounds at Camp Unie as 

well – sledding, cross country skiing, 

ice skating, and the ever popular 

sauna (rolling in the snow is optional). 

Even better—camp provides all the 

necessary equipment which is included 

in the price. Of course, members are 

welcome to bring their own. 

So what do you get—2 nights lodging, 

use of camp equipment, dark skies, 

and oh yeah, a Saturday evening 

meal prepared just for you (and all 

the other attendees) all for the cost of 

$25.00 a person. Don’t wait to sign 

up! Space is limited!  

Make your checks out to NPMAS and 

get them to our treasurer, Dick 

Francini, 1805 Christie Court, DePere, 

WI 54115, by December 31st or 

you’ll be missing out on the fun! Hope 

to see you there!   

and a jump from the cabin? Ok, I ad-

mit, we’ve had a few cloudy week-

ends, but they are the exception, not 

the norm. 

Not all that into astronomy? How 

about hanging around a lakeside 

cabin, cuddled up in front of fireplace 

enjoying the great company of fellow 

club members and their families? Cab-

ins sleep 10-12 people comfortably 

and are heated by a gas furnace and 

include modern lighting and electrical. 
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Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Weekend, Continued 

The Eyepiece 

Once again NPMAS will be participat-

ing in the Einstein Science Expo on 

January 15, 2011. This is our third 

year at the event, focusing on hands-

on science and technology, draws over 

4,000 school aged kids and their 

families through the door. This is our 

club’s biggest public outreach event of 

the year and to make it a success, we 

are in need of volunteers! General 

astronomy knowledge is helpful, but 

not necessary. A volunteer sign up 

form with specified time blocks will be 

available at the December monthly 

meeting. If you have any questions, 

please contact Katrina DeWitt.   

The next board meeting will be held 

December 1st at Wayne Kuhn’s place 

of business: Commercial Laundry Sales, 

1130 Elizabeth Street, Green Bay WI.  

We will finalizing club activities and 

speakers for 2011 as well as working 

on other topics.   

We would love to have other club 

members attend and give their input 

and share their ideas on what would 

be fun to do in 2011.  So if you have 

any ideas on events, field trips, topics 

you would like to hear about at a 

monthly meeting, please come out and 

join us!   

December is the last Kroes Observing 

Weekend of the year!  KOW will be 

held the weekend of December 3rd 

and 4th.  This is the private residence 

of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of 

land.   

Tony has a open space next to his ob-

servatory.  The field has very good 

horizons to the South and West with 

especially dark skies to the North, 

away from Appleton and Green Bay.  

It is a very short drive for those of you 

on the West side of Green Bay.  Hope 

you can join us.   

Einstein Science Expo Board Meeting KOW 
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Next time you hike in the woods, 

pause at a babbling stream. Watch 

carefully how the water flows around 

rocks. After piling up in curved waves 

on the upstream side, like the bow 

wave in front of a motorboat, the wa-

ter speeds around the rock, spilling 

into a riotous, turbulent wake down-

stream. Lightweight leaves or grass 

blades can get 

trapped in the 

wake, swirling 

round and round in 

little eddy currents 

that collect debris. 

Astronomers have 

found something 

similar happening 

in the turbulent 

wake of a tiny gal-

axy that is plunging 

into a cluster of 

1,500 galaxies in 

the constellation 

Virgo. In this case, 

however, instead of collecting grass 

and leaves, eddy currents in the little 

galaxy’s tail seem to be gathering 

gaseous material to make new stars.  

―It’s a fascinating case of turbulence 

[rather than gravity] trapping the gas, 

allowing it to become dense enough to 

form stars,‖ says Janice A. Hester of 

the California Institute of Technology in 

Pasadena. 

The tell-tale galaxy, designated IC 

3418, is only a hundredth the size of 

the Milky Way and hardly stands out 

in visible light images of the busy 

Virgo Cluster. Astronomers realized it 

was interesting, however, when they 

looked at it using NASA's Galaxy Evo-

lution Explorer satellite.  ―Ultraviolet 

images from the Galaxy Evolution 

Explorer revealed a long tail filled 

with clusters of massive, young stars,‖ 

explains Hester.    

Galaxies with spectacular tails have 

been seen before. Usually they are 

behemoths—large spiral galaxies 

colliding with one another in the 

crowded environment of a busy cluster. 

 Tidal forces during the collision pull 

gas and stars of all ages out of these 

massive galaxies to form long tails. But 

in IC 3418, the tail has just young 

stars. No old stars.  

―The lack of older stars was one tip-

off that IC 3418’s tail isn’t tidal,‖ says 

Hester. ―Something else must be re-

sponsible for these stars‖ 

Hester and eight coauthors published 

their findings in the June 10, 2010, 

issue of The Astrophysical Journal Let-

ters.  The team described the following 

scenario: IC 3418 is speeding toward 

the center of the Virgo cluster at 

1,000 kilometers per second. The 

space between cluster galaxies is not 

empty; it is filled with a gaseous at-

mosphere of diffuse, hot hydrogen. 

Thus, like a bicyclist coasting downhill 

feels wind even on a calm day, IC 

3418 experiences ―a stiff wind‖ that 

sweeps interstellar gas right out of the 

little galaxy, said Hester—gas that 

trails far behind its galaxy in a 

choppy, twisting wake akin to the 

wake downstream of the rock in the 

babbling brook. Eddy currents swirling 

in the turbulent wake trap the gas, 

allowing it to become dense enough to 

form stars. 

―Astronomers have long debated the 

importance of gravity vs. turbulence in 

star formation,‖ Hester noted. ―In IC 

3418’s tail, it’s ALL turbulence.‖ 

To many astronomers, that’s a surpris-

ing tale indeed. 

See other surprising UV images from 

the Galaxy Evolution Explorer at 

http://www.galex.caltech.edu. Kids 

(and grownups) can play the challeng-

ing new Photon Pileup game at 

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/

galex/photon/ .   
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The Turbulent Tale of  a Tiny Galaxy 
by Trudy Bell and Dr. Tony Phillips 

In the ultraviolet image on the left, from the Galaxy Evolution Explorer, 
galaxy IC 3418 leaves a turbulent star forming region in its wake. In the 
visible light image on the right (from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey), the 

wake with its new stars is not apparent. 

NCRAL 2011 Meeting 
NPMAS will be hosting the 2011 North Central Region of the Astronomical 

League (NCRAL) Convention on April 29th through May 1st, 2011.  This date is 

quickly approaching. 

Our next planning meeting will be held 7:00pm, December 14th at the home of 

Don and Katrina DeWitt, 1081 Raleigh Street, Green Bay.  We will continue 

planning the convention as well as get registration packets together. 

We are always interested in your ideas or suggestions.  This will be a big event 

and we will need a lot of help from the club.  Please participate and share you 

ideas!   
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

George McCourt—920-468-9296 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2010 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Field Trip 

Historians 

 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Contact 

 

 

Picnic 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

Website 

 

Yahoo! Coordinator 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

George McCourt 

Katrina DeWitt 

Jim Sentowski 

George McCourt 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

George McCourt 

Shawn Beauparlant 

 

Gerry Kocken 

Don DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

Don DeWitt 

Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-983-9757 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-

terial in The Eyepiece may be 

reprinted for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer.  The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 

The Eyepiece 

Editors : Brian and Ann Chopp 

Circulation : 85 

Submissions can be emailed to 

theeyepiece@npmas.org  

or mailed to 

2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements.  

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


