
recent tradi-

tion of 

having a 

white ele-

phant gift 

exchange. 

If you would 

like to participate, you need 

to have a gift for each per-

son attending who wants to 

get a gift. It is entirely up to 

you to buy/bring any gift 

you would like; use your 

creativity. As a guide, in the 

past, only about 20 to 25% 

of gifts turn out to be ―good‖ 

gifts, and balance are 

tongue in cheek, gag type 

gifts. 

See you at Titletown Brewing 

for the January 12th Holiday 

Party!   

The January monthly meeting 

will be our annual club holi-

day party, Wednesday, 

January 12th at Titletown 

Brewing, right across the 

street from the Neville Public 

Museum. 

We have reserved the large 

upstairs room, so we should 

have plenty of space. Dinner 

will start at 7:00, drinks at 

6:00. There is a bar upstairs 

for our use. We will have a 

limited menu of four options. 

They are: 

1. Smoke House Sirloin—

$18.99. 

2. Smothered Chicken—

$16.99.  

3. Sno-Cap Beef Short 

Ribs— $15.99.  

4. Soy Glazed Grilled 

Salmon with Cucumber 

Relish— $17.99.  

There will also be a vegetar-

ian option available.  

You will be billed individu-

ally at Titletown; you don’t 

need to pay in advance. Tax 

and the gratuity of 18% will 

be automatically added to 

the bills (don’t add a tip 

unless you want to).  

I would like to give them a 

rough estimate of the number 

attending and an approxi-

mate breakout of dinners, so 

please let me know by Janu-

ary 7th if you plan to attend. 

Email me at 

dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com. 

We will continue with the 

Our annual winter weekend 

at Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya is fast 

approaching. The dates are 

January 28-30, 2011 at 

YMCA Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya. 

The camp is located at 

12101 Y Camp Road, 

Suring, WI (715-276-7116) 

located on Chute Pond, just 

south of Mountain, WI. Arri-

val time on Friday is 5:00pm 

and checkout time on Sunday 

is noon. The Lakeside Inn 

Restaurant and other places 

to eat are nearby. 

For those of you who signed 

up, remember to bring: 

sleeping bags, pillows, warm 

clothes are a must, swimsuit, 

towel, toiletries, white flash-

light, red flashlight for ob-

serving area, outdoor equip-
(Continued on page 3) 
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miles north of Green Bay on the bay. It 

has very dark skies, distant horizons 

and close proximity to Green Bay. The 

parking lot is plowed. We will have 

access to the clubhouse, which includes 

all the modern conveniences and will 

be open for great conversation and 

warming up. Snacks and beverages 

will be available for purchase or you 

can bring your own. The clubhouse also 

has a full bar. Please, no children be-

hind the bar and no carry-in of alco-

holic beverages.  

To get to Windjammers’ Sailing club, 

take 41/141 north from Green Bay to 

the NEW Zoo exit in Suamico. This is 

the exit for Hwy B/Sunset Beach Road. 

Exit east and go 1/2 mile to the Stop 

sign at Hwy J/Lakeview Drive. Turn 

north on Hwy J and travel 0.9 miles 

until you reach Resort Road, the first 

right turn. Turn east onto Resort Road. 

Take this road 1.4 miles, almost to the 

end, and turn north into Channel Road 

which is Windjammers’ driveway. Go 

through the open gate and park. The 

yard is full of boats so please be 

careful of the trailers.   

Don’t pack your telescope away for 

winter just yet. The members of the 

Windjammer’s Sailing Club have gra-

ciously offered to allow the NPMAS to 

observe at their sailing clubhouse are 

hosting a series of winter star parties.  

Three star parties will be held during 

new moon weekends this winter: Janu-

ary 7th and 8th, February 4th and 

March 4th. This month’s star party 

starts at 3:30pm. Whether you have a 

telescope or just a curiosity to explore 

the sky – everyone is welcome to come 

to the party. 

The sailing club is located about 10 
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Windjammers Observing Weekends are Back 
By Leo Loeb 
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We will be meeting with the hotel con-

ference center contact to have a walk 

through of the facilities and review the 

meals, services, etc. 

For those of you who are thinking of 

volunteering for the event, and we will 

need lots of volunteers, this would be a 

great opportunity to see the location 

and get a feel for how the event will 

take place. 

We are always interested in your 

ideas or suggestions. This will be a big 

event and we will need a lot of help 

from the club. Please participate and 

share you ideas!   

NPMAS will be hosting the 2011 North 

Central Region of the Astronomical 

League (NCRAL) Convention on April 

29th—30th, 2011. This date is quickly 

approaching. 

Our next planning meeting will be 

held 7:00pm, January 18th at the Ra-

mada Plaza Hotel, 2750 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay, WI 54304, which is 

the location of the convention. 

Once again NPMAS will be participat-

ing in the Einstein Science Expo on 

January 15, 2011; this is our third 

year at the event. The event, which 

focuses on hands-on science and tech-

nology, draws over 4,000 school aged 

kids and their families through the 

door.  

This is our club’s biggest public out-

reach event of the year and to make it 

a success, we are in need of volun-

teers! General astronomy knowledge 

is helpful, but not necessary. This year 

we'll be focusing (pun intended) on the 

different styles of telescopes and some 

common misconceptions about them. 

There will be plenty of scopes set up 

for our guests to check out.  

A volunteer sign up form with specified 

time blocks will be available at the 

January monthly meeting. If you have 

any questions, please contact Katrina 

DeWitt.   

ment, reading material, snacks, drinks 

other than coffee and hot chocolate 

(which will be provided for you), ob-

serving equipment, telescope or bin-

oculars, board games, cards etc. 

We look forward to you coming along 

and making the NPMAS Camp U-Nah-

Li-Ya winter weekend a weekend to 

remember!   

(Continued from page 1) 

Page 3 

NCRAL 2011 Meeting 

Einstein Science Expo 
By Scott Thompson 

Camp Uni, Continued 

Photos of the 2010 Einstein Science Expo by 
Ed Smith and Katrina DeWitt 

Membership Renewal 

For those of you that have not renewed your membership with the NPMAS for 

2011, please make sure to renew soon so you can continue to be a part of this 

great club and enjoy all of the benefits it has to offer. This includes access to 

club events such as observing at Parmentier Observatory, Messier Marathon 

and other star parties, use of the club telescopes and library, receiving 

monthly issues of The Eyepiece, access to the members only section of the club 

website and more.  

We have enjoyed having you as members of our club and look forward to 

your participation in 2011. Please note that after January 31st, membership 

services will be discontinued for those that have not renewed.   
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Deep in interstellar space, in a the 

swirling gaseous envelope of a plane-

tary nebula, hosts of carbon atoms 

have joined together to form large 

three-dimensional molecules of a spe-

cial type previously seen only on Earth. 

Astronomers discovered them almost 

accidentally using NASA's Spitzer 

Space Telescope. 

―They are the largest molecules known 

in space,‖ declared Jan Cami of the 

University of Western Ontario, lead 

author of a paper with three col-

leagues published in Science online on 

July 22, 2010, and in print on Septem-

ber 3. 

Not only are the molecules big: they 

are of a special class of carbon mole-

cules known as ―fullerenes‖ because 

their structure resembles the geodesic 

domes popularized by architect Buck-

minster Fuller. Spitzer found evidence 

of two types of fullerenes. The smaller 

type, nicknamed the ―buckyball,‖ is 

chemical formula C60, made of 60 

carbon atoms joined in a series of 

hexagons and pentagons to form a 

spherical closed cage exactly like a 

black-and-white soccer ball. Spitzer 

also found a larger fullerene, chemical 

formula C70, consisting of 70 carbon 

atoms in an elongated closed cage 

more resembling an oval rugby ball. 

Neither type of fullerene is rigid; in-

stead, their carbon atoms vibrate in 

and out, rather like the surface of a 

large soap bubble changes shape as it 

floats through the air. ―Those vibra-

tions correspond to wavelengths of 

infrared light emitted or absorbed—

and that infrared emission is what 

Spitzer recorded,‖ Cami explained. 

Although fullerenes have been sought 

in space for the last 25 years, ever 

since they were first identified in the 

laboratory, the astronomers practically 

stumbled into the discovery. Co-author 

Jeronimo Bernard-Salas of Cornell 

University, an expert in gas and dust 

in planetary nebulae, was doing rou-

tine research with Spitzer's infrared 

observations of planetary nebulae 

with its spectroscopy instrument. When 

he studied the spectrum (infrared sig-

nature) of a dim planetary nebula 

called Tc 1 in the southern-hemisphere 

constellation of Ara, he noticed several 

clear peaks he had not seen before in 

the spectra of other planetary nebu-

lae. 

―When he came to me,‖ recounted 

Cami, an astrophysicist who specializes 

in molecular chemistry, ―I immediately 

and intuitively knew it I was looking at 

buckyballs in space. I've never been 

that excited!‖ The authors confirmed 

his hunch by carefully comparing the 

Tc 1 spectrum to laboratory experi-

ments described in the literature. 

―This discovery shows that it is possi-

ble—even easy—for complex carbo-

naceous molecules to form spontane-

ously in space,‖ Cami said. ―Now that 

we know fullerenes are out there, we 

can figure out their roles in the physics 

and chemistry of deep space. Who 

knows what other complex chemical 

compounds exist—maybe even some 

relevant to the formation of life in the 

universe!‖ 

Stay tuned! 

Learn more about this discovery at 

http://www.spitzer.caltech.edu. For 

kids, there are lots of beautiful Spitzer 

images to match up in the Spitzer Con-

centration game at 

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/s

pitzer/concentration. 

This article was provided by the Jet Pro-

pulsion Laboratory, California Institute 

of Technology, under a contract with the 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration.   

Large Astronomers Stumble onto Huge Space Molecules 
By Trudy E. Bell and Tony Phillips 

Superimposed on a Spitzer infrared photo of the Small Magellanic Cloud is an artist's illustration 
depicting a magnified view of a planetary nebula and an even further magnified view of bucky-

balls, which consist of 60 carbon atoms arranged like soccer balls. 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Contact 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.  

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able. Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements. 

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


