
However, if it is clear, the 

observatory will be open for 

viewing and members are 

welcome to bring their own 

telescopes. 

This meeting will be weather 

dependant. If the weather is 

bad, the meeting will be 

canceled. An email will be 

sent out to the membership 

and the club website will be 

updated indicating “go” or 

“no go”. 

Additional details will be 

sent out to the club as the 

meeting date approaches. 

Hope you can join us!   

Please join us for the June 

monthly meeting. This month’s 

meeting will be a tour and 

history of the Parmentier 

Observatory and will be 

held at the observatory. The 

meeting will be held from 

7:00pm until 8:30pm, June 

8th. 

Members can either drive to 

the observatory 

themselves or if you 

would like to carpool 

or are not sure how 

to get there, there 

will be a group of 

members meeting at 

East Town Mall in 

front of the old Cub 

Foods. Groups will be leav-

ing for Parmentier’s around 

6:30pm. Maps can also be 

found on the Observing Site 

Maps section of our club 

website, www.NPMAS.org. 

The club will provide food. 

Including hot dogs, burgers, 

brats and chips and condi-

ments. Please bring your own 

beverages. 

We plan to 

have the 

meeting be a 

little shorter 

so members 

have a little 

extra time to 

get home. 

A public outreach event has 

been scheduled for Thursday 

June 2nd from 6:30 to 

8:00pm at Danz Elementary 

School in east Green Bay. 

There will be approximately 

90 3rd graders and their 

families in attendance. 

NPMAS Members were 

asked to set up some tele-

scopes inside the commons 

area with targets on the wall 

so the kids can look through 

and learn how telescopes 

work. 

This is the third or fourth 

year in a row NPMAS has 

been asked to participate in 

their Astronomy Program. 

If you are able to volunteer, 

please call Gerry Kocken on 

his cell phone at 920-676-

6363.   

Upcoming Events 
 

Public Outreach 
 JUNE 2—DANZ ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 

POW 
 JUNE 3 AND 4—PARMENTIER 

OBSERVATORY 

Monthly Meeting 
 JUNE 8—PARMENTIER OBSER-

VATORY 

Board Meeting 
 JUNE 15—WAYNE KUHN’S 

BUSINESS 
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June 2011 

1 New Moon 

15 Full Moon 

21 Summer Solstice, 2pm CDT 

27 Bootids Meteor Shower Peaks 

28 Pluto is at Opposition 

July 2011 

1 New Moon 

15 Full Moon 

20 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 27° 

27 The Moon passes 0.5° South of Mars 

30 The Southern Delta Aquarid Meteor Shower 

Peaks 

Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc. 

2. What date or year was the photo taken? 

3. Who are the people in the photo? 

4. What size telescope is inside the observatory? 

Answers to Last Month’s 

Photo Trivia 

1.  Question: Where was 

the photo taken? Place, 

event, etc. 

Answer: The photo was 

taken at the 4-H Camp 

SHAW-WAW-NAS-SEE in 

Kankakee, Illinois. The 

event was the Astrofest Star Party. The Midwest Astrofest Star Party 

was started in 1980 by the Chicago and Racine Astronomical Societies. 

In 1980 and 1981 it was held at the Modine-Benstead Observatory of 

the Racine Astronomical Society. From 1982-2003 it was held at Camp 

SHAW-WAW-NAS-SEE in Kankakee Illinois. From 2004 to present it 

has been held at Vana’s Farm nearby in Kankakee. The Prairies Skies 

Star Party was started and has been held at Camp SHAW-WAW-

NAS-SEE from 2004 to present. 

2.  Question: What date or year was the photo taken? 

Answer: The year was 1987. 

3.  Question: Who are the people in the photo? 

Answer: Back row left to right: Steve Mofle, George McCourt, Dan 

Sheber, Shawn Beauparlant, Ron Parmentier (founding member of 

NPMAS, former President, Vice President, and Board Member of 

NPMAS, and founder of Parmentier Observatory), Stan Sukowaty 

(former NPMAS Secretary, Newsletter Editor, Board Member). Front 

row left to right: Shawn McCourt & Jason Mofle. 

4.  Question: What is the thing on the ground and where can it be 

found? 

Answer: Half sphere chrome dome currently located at Parmentier 

Observatory. It would make a good popcorn bowl.   
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In April, the NPMAS kicked off the 2011 observing season with the 

24th annual Messier Marathon. NPMAS members, as well as members 

of NEWSTAR, had a great time eating, socializing and hunting down 

objects from Charles Messier’s list.  

The skies cooperated for the first half of the evening. It was pretty 

clear until around 12:30am—1:00am when clouds started to thicken. 

Several members were able to find most of the first half of the 110 

objects. The northern lights even made a brief appearance with some 

green spikes of light shooting up into the northern sky. 

Overall, the thirty or so attendees had a great time. Thank you to 

Wayne Kuhn for organizing the event.   
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A Great Start to 2011 Observing 
By Brian Chopp 

Photos by Brian Chopp, Ann 
Chopp and George McCourt 
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The amateurs struck back during the 

2011 convention of the North Central 

Region of the Astronomical League. 

The convention highlighted accomplish-

ments by various amateur astronomers 

in our region and across the country. 

The convention kicked off Friday night 

with tours of Parmentier Observatory 

and Gerry Kocken’s Telescope Work-

shop. 

Gerry had a jaw-dropping collection 

of antique telescope on display at his 

workshop; over 50 in all. I personally 

had been to Gerry’s workshop many 

times and had no idea of the size of 

his telescope collection. Attendees en-

joyed exploring the history on display 

and hung around late for free beer 

and food. 

Also Friday evening, our keynote 

speaker, Jeremy Perez, held a hands 

on astro-sketching workshop. Jeremy 

lead attendees step-by-step through 

techniques for sketching deep-sky ob-

jects, Jupiter and lunar craters, using 

pencils, kneaded erasers, blending 

stumps and other tools. 

Saturday’s activities included the main 

talks, paper sessions, NCRAL business 

meeting and banquet.  

One cool attraction was a life size 

replica of a Mercury space capsule, 
(Continued on page 5) 

The Amateurs Strike Back 
By Brian Chopp 

Above are photos taken during Gerry Kocken’s telescope workshop 
tours. Photos provided by Chris Schroeder, Dick Francini, Gerry 
Kocken and George McCourt 



that we are ready for a break from 

planning and glad to see it end suc-

cesfully. NCRAL 2012 will be held in 

the Chicago area, date and place to 

be determined.   
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created by Matt Hissem, one of our 

paper session speakers. Attendees 

were welcome to climb inside and see 

what it felt like. At 6’ 3”, there was not 

much head room for me even without a 

helmet on but it was surprisingly easy 

to climb in and out of. 

Other great paper session talks were 

given by Paul Fjeld, Tony Kroes and 

Russ Durkey. 

Tony Kroes and Rebecca and Jeff Set-

zer won the trivia contest. In the busi-

ness meeting, Rebecca Sezer was 

voted Chair of the NCRAL and the 

(Continued from page 4) NCSF volunteered to host the NCRAL 

2014 convention. 

Over 50 door prizes were given 

away. I won a set of Burnham’s Ce-

lestrial Handbooks while my wife won 

a DVD. The Northern Cross Astronomi-

cal Society members were the big win-

ners with everyone bringing home a 

prize. The weekend was capped off 

with an entertaining, and “revealing”, 

talk by Duane Clausen. 

Overall, it was a very enjoyable 

weekend and I believe that everyone 

had a great time. I think I speak for 

the conference committee when I say 
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The Amateurs Strike Back, Continued 

Above are photos taken throughout the conven-
tion. Photos provided by Chris Schroeder, Dick 
Francini, Gerry Kocken and George McCourt 
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Safari, anyone? Citizen scientists are 

invited to join a hunt through the gal-

axy. As a volunteer for Zooniverse's 

Milky Way Project, you'll track down 

exotic creatures like mysterious gas 

bubbles, twisted green knots of dust 

and gas, and the notorious “red 

fuzzies.” 

“The project began about four months 

ago,” says astrophysicist Robert Simp-

son of Oxford University. “Already, 

more than 18,000 people are scouting 

the Milky Way for these quarry.” 

The volunteers have been scrutinizing 

infrared images of the Milky Way's 

inner regions gathered by NASA’s 

Spitzer Space Telescope. Spitzer's 

high resolution in infrared helps it 

pierce the cloaking haze of interstellar 

gas and dust, revealing strange and 

beautiful structures invisible to conven-

tional telescopes. The Milky Way Pro-

ject is helping astronomers catalogue 

these intriguing features, map our gal-

axy, and plan future research.  

“Participants use drawing tools to flag 

the objects,” explains Simpson. “So far 

they've made over a million drawings 

and classified over 300,000 images.” 

Scientists are especially interested in 

bubble-like objects believed to repre-

sent areas of active star formation. 

“Every bubble signifies hundreds to 

thousands of young, hot stars. Our 

volunteers have circled almost 

300,000 bubble candidates, and 

counting,” he says. 

Humans are better at this than com-

puters. Computer searches turn up only 

the objects precisely defined in a pro-

gram, missing the ones that don't fit a 

specified mold. A computer would, for 

example, overlook partial bubbles 

and those that are skewed into unusual 

shapes.  

“People are more flexible. They tend 

to pick out patterns computers don't 

pick up and find things that just look 

interesting. They're less precise, but 

very complementary to computer 

searches, making it less likely we'll miss 

structures that deserve a closer look. 

And just the sheer numbers of eyes on 

the prize mean more comprehensive 

coverage.” 

Along the way the project scientists 

distill the volunteers' data to eliminate 

repetitive finds (such as different peo-

ple spotting the same bubbles) and 

other distortions. 

Zooniverse invites public participation 

in science missions both to garner inter-

est in science and to help scientists 

achieve their goals. More than 

400,000 volunteers are involved in 

their projects at the moment. If you 

want to help with the Milky Way Pro-

ject, visit the site, take the tutorial, and 

… happy hunting! 

You can get a preview some of the 

bubbles at Spitzer’s own web site, 

http://www.spitzer.caltech.edu/. Kids 

will enjoy looking for bubbles in space 

pictures while playing the Spitzer con-

centration game at 

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/spitzer-

concentration/.   

This article was provided by the Jet Pro-

pulsion Laboratory, California Institute 

of Technology, under a contract with the 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration. 

Milky Way Safari 
By Dauna Coulter and Dr. Tony Phillips 

Volunteers study infrared images of our galaxy from the Spitzer Space Telescope, identifying inter-
esting features using the special tools of the Milky Way Project, part of the Citizen Science Alliance 
Zooniverse web site. 

The Eyepiece Editor Wanted 

Hi club. After almost four years as editors of The Eyepiece, Ann and I are 

looking to move on to new things. Therefore, the NPMAS board of directors is 

looking for member(s) that would be willing to take over as editor. If you 

would be interested in taking on this important position, please contact 

Katrina DeWitt at president@npmas.com. Ann and I will remain on through 

the remainder of the year if need be. We would like to thank everyone for 

the support that they've given us these past years. We have always received 

nothing but positive comments and “thank yous” from club member and have 

always appreciated this.   



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.  

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 
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Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Katrina DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

George McCourt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

 

Gerry Kocken 

Scott Thompson 

Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-983-9757 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society. Mate-

rial in The Eyepiece may be re-

printed for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer. The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 
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Submissions can be emailed to 

theeyepiece@npmas.org  

or mailed to 

2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 

Volume 23, Issue 6 Page 7 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able. Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements. 

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


