
lic Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.  

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the meeting. 

Hope you can join us.   

Please join us for the July 

monthly meeting. This month’s 

speaker will be Dick Francini. 

He will be giving a talk enti-

tled ―Won’t you be My 

Neighbor‖ based on the As-

tronomical League’s Local 

Group and Neighborhood 

observing program. He will 

start out in our solar system 

and then move out to inter-

esting objects in our galactic 

neighborhood. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

July 13th at the Neville Pub-

This month hosts two Parmen-

tier Observing Weekends! 

The first will be an extended 

weekend held over the 4th 

of July weekend on July 1st, 

2nd and 3rd. The second 

Parmentier Observing 

Weekend will be held July 

29th and 30th . 

For those members that are 

new to the club, Parmentier 

Observatory, the largest 

private observatory in Wis-

consin, houses a 30 inch Clas-

sical Cassegrain telescope 

and a 6 inch Astrophysics 

Refractor. Members may 

view through the 30 inch or 

set up their own telescopes in 

the adjoining field. The ob-

servatory provides spectacu-

lar views of galaxies, nebula 

and other deep sky objects. 

Parmentier Observatory is 

located east of Green Bay 

just north of highway 29 

about half way to Kewau-

nee. Maps are available at 

monthly meet-

ings or on the 

website at 

NPMAS.org. 

Feel free to 

contact any 

board member 

if you have 

questions.  

This is also an opportunity to 

participate in the Ron Par-

mentier Observing Program 

(RPOP).  

RPOP was created in honor 

of and dedicated to Ron 

Parmentier, founder of the 

Parmentier Observatory and 

co-founder of the Neville 

Public Museum Astronomical 

Society. The purpose of this 

program is simple: to gener-

ate interest among 

the members to 

observe at Parmen-

tier Observatory; 

help members, both 

new and experi-

enced, improve 

their observing skills 

and learn some 

new observing 

methods; allow members to 

compare the same object 

through two different types 

and sizes of telescope; and 

most important – to HAVE 
(Continued on page 5) 
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July 2011 

1 New Moon 

15 Full Moon 

20 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 27° 

27 The Moon passes 0.5° South of Mars 

29 Asteroid Pallas is at Opposition 

30 New Moon 

August 2011 

5 Asteroid Vesta is at Opposition 

13 Full Moon 

13 Perseid Meteor Shower Peaks 

22 Neptune is at Opposition 

28 New Moon 

  

Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. What size telescope is this? 

2. When was the telescope built? 

3. Who built this telescope? 

4. Who almost purchased this telescope in 

1994? 

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia 

1.  Question: Where was the photo 

taken? Place, event, etc. 

Answer: The photo was taken at the 

Hobbs Observatory in Fall Creek, WI, 

the location of the Northwoods Starfest 

star party. The event was the NPMAS 

field trip. This years Northwoods Star-

fest is August 26-28, 2011. 

2.  Question: What date or year was 

the photo taken? 

Answer: The year was 1983. 

3.  Question: Who are the people in 

the photo? 

Answer: Left to right: Mike Balza, George McCourt, Tim Pickering, Jeff 

Olson, Dan Sheber, Tom Olson, Ron Parmentier, and Stan Sukowaty. 

4. Question: What size telescope is inside the observatory? 

Answer: The telescope is a 24‖ f5 Newtonian/Nasmyth reflector on a 

rotating turret from a 5‖ gun from a WWII Navy destroyer. The tele-

scope weighs 20,000 pounds. It was acquired from Edwards Air Force 

Base and installed at Hobbs in 1982. It replaced the original 12-1/2‖ 

reflector telescope originally housed in the 18’ dome built in 1978. The 

24‖ was used in the 1960’s for tracking high flying planes. Sixty tons 

of concrete were used for the telescope base. The current observatory 

classroom and second dome were completed in 1989. The idea to 

acquire the 24‖ telescope was the dream of Bob Elliott, Observatory 

Director and retired astronomy/physics professor at UW-Eau Claire.  
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Please welcome our newest club mem-

bers, Andrew Schwalbe and LaBette 

Luecht! Here is a brief introduction of 

them and their interests in astronomy. 

Please take a moment to say hi and 

make them feel welcome at the next 

club event. Welcome to the club! 

Andrew Schwalbe 
How did you find out about the 

NPMAS? 

I found out about NPMAS a couple 

years ago when I decided I'd like to 

expand on my interests. I Googled 

"astronomy club Green Bay", found 

this organization, and this is when I 

started attending the public meetings 

once in a while.  

How long have you been interested 

in Astronomy? 

I wish I could pinpoint a time when I 

first started enjoying astronomy but it 

has always been an interest of mine. 

However, I have never taken action to 

actively pursue my interest beyond 

reading books and articles related to 

astronomy. I've delved a bit into tak-

ing pictures of the night sky and view-

ing through binoculars, but that's about 

where my hands-on experience ends. 

Do you have any particular interest 

like cosmology, galaxies, planets, 

etc? 

When it comes to learning about as-

tronomy, I enjoy learning about galax-

ies and the formation of the universe. 

Stephen Hawking is in my library and I 

enjoy watching PBS (and other) docu-

mentaries on universe formation theory 

and the formation of planets and stars. 

Someday I would like to experiment 

with deep sky astrophotography.  

Can you tell us a little about your-

self, your work and other interests? 

I consider myself a "geek" and accept 

that term with endearment. I enjoy 

space-time movies and anything hav-

ing to do with technology. I even once 

clocked myself solving a Rubik's cube 

in under 3 minutes. My hob-

bies include photography 

and PC gaming, and I enjoy 

being outdoors hiking, walk-

ing, or just taking in nature. I 

graduated from UWGB with 

a B.S. degree in Information 

Science and have held posi-

tions as a Technology Spe-

cialist, Software Engineer, and most 

recently Network Administrator. I live 

and work in Green Bay and am cur-

rently attending graduate school part-

time via distance education with UW-

Stout for a M.S. degree in Career and 

Technical Education. I'm married to my 

high school sweetheart, Sarah, who 

works as an Accountant at WPS. In our 

spare time we enjoy taking walks or 

hiking, visiting parks throughout the 

state, and going up north (just 20 miles 

northwest of Crivitz) to 

our family cabin. 

What do you expect to 

get out of the club? 

Ultimately I am seeking 

camaraderie in ex-

panding my knowledge 

of the night sky. I wish 

to expand my knowledge on identify-

ing constellations and other objects in 

the sky. As I mentioned previously, my 

hands-on experience is rather low, so 

I'm hoping to use a telescope (a 

Meade DS-114 reflector in need of 

several repairs) I just received from 

my brother to assist with my hobby.  
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New Member Welcome Mat 

LaBette Luecht 

How did you find out about the NPMAS? 

As I was researching for beginners astronomy ideas, it was mentioned several 

times to join a local club and I Googled the closest club to Shawano and 

found you! I thought that your website was very well constructed and 

informative. 

How long have you been interested in Astronomy? 

I have always been interested in Astronomy; however, it was not until about 6 

years ago that I bought binoculars and a telescope to start viewing our sky. 

Do you have any particular interest like cosmology, galaxies, planets, 

etc? 

I am interested in just about everything in the sky. I get very excited to find 

something or anything in the sky. I have been able to find some nebulas, 

clusters, and galaxies; however, the past few years I have not been viewing 

anything, so I am definitely out of shape with finding most things in the sky.  

Can you tell us a little about yourself, your work and other interests? 

I am a nurse by profession. Due to a recent illness, I am not currently working, 

but hope to return to nursing as nursing is one of my passions. I enjoy 

spending time with my husband, fishing, listening to music, and surfing the net. 

What do you expect to get out of the club? 

My expectations of the club are to meet other people interested in astronomy 

as well as those who are willing to share some of the information that he or 

she has gathered throughout their sky viewing years.   
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Removal of the trees at Parmentier Ob-
servatory.  Photos provided by Gerry 

Kocken 

The last month or so saw a lot of activ-

ity at Parmentier Observatory. 

First, the observatory had a little land-

scaping done. Gerry Kocken and oth-

ers removed the pine trees at the foot 

of the hill. As the trees continued to 

grow year after year, they began to 

block a good deal of the view to the 

south from the observing field so it was 

decided it was time for them to go. 

The observatory looks a little naked 

without them but observers will have a 

much better view of the southern sky. 

Next, June 3rd and 4th was a Parmen-

tier Observing weekend. Many club 

members were in attendance including 

Bill Schneider, the owner of the tele-

scope. Katrina DeWitt and myself 

spent some time looking at a super-

nova explosion which occurred in M51, 

the Whirlpool Galaxy. It took us some 

time to find M51 due to the issues with 

the setting circles. It’s a little difficult to 

star hop with a 30‖ telescope. 

Finally, Parmentier Observatory was 

the location of the June monthly meet-

ing. That month’s meeting was very 

informal. A tent was set up on the ob-

serving field under which tables were 

set up for the food. The club provided 

burgers, brats and hot dogs and other 

club and members brought side dishes 

and drinks. Members gathered around 

the tent in lawn chairs to listen to sto-

ries about the construction of the ob-

servatory. Afterwards, members went 

inside for tours. 

Mother nature also provided some 

entertainment. An active thunderstorm 

passed to the south towards the end of 

the meeting, putting on a nice display 

of lightning.   

Fun at Parmentier Observatory 
By Brian Chopp 

June monthly meeting held at Parmentier Observatory.  Photos by George McCourt 

 
Sketch of M51, NCG5195 and the supernova.  The 
supernova is highlighted by the orange marks.  The 
supernova was very difficult to see, even through 
the 30‖ telescope.  Adverted vision was needed to 
really make it out.  Sketch by Brian Chopp 
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Strange but true: When it comes to 

finding new extra-solar planets, or 

exoplanets, stars can be an incredible 

nuisance.  

 

It’s a matter of luminosity. Stars are 

bright, but their planets are not. In-

deed, when an astronomer peers 

across light years to find a distant 

Earth-like world, what he often finds 

instead is an annoying glare.  The light 

of the star itself makes the star's dim 

planetary system nearly impossible to 

see. 

 

Talk about frustration! How would you 

like to be an astronomer who's con-

stantly vexed by stars?  

Fortunately, there may be a solution. It 

comes from NASA's Galaxy Evolution 

Explorer, an ultraviolet space tele-

scope orbiting Earth since 2003.  In a 

new study, researchers say the Gal-

axy Evolution Explorer is able to pin-

point dim stars that might not badly 

outshine their own planets. 

 

―We've discovered a new technique of 

using ultraviolet light to search for 

young, low-mass stars near the Earth,‖ 

said David Rodriguez, a graduate 

student of astronomy at UCLA, and the 

study's lead author. ―These M-class 

stars, also known as red dwarfs, make 

excellent targets for future direct im-

aging of exoplanets.‖ 

 

Young red dwarfs produce a telltale 

glow in the ultraviolet part of the elec-

tromagnetic spectrum that Galaxy 

Evolution Explorer can sense.  Because 

dwarf stars are so numerous—as a 

class, they account for more than two-

thirds of the stars in the galaxy—

astronomers could reap a rich bounty 

of targets. 

In many ways, these stars represent a 

best-case scenario for planet hunting. 

They are close and in clear lines-of-

sight, which generally makes viewing 

easier. Their low mass means they are 

dimmer than heavier stars, so their 

light is less likely to mask the feeble 

light of a planet. And because they 

are young, their planets are freshly 

formed, and thus warmer and brighter 

than older planetary bodies. 

Astronomers know of more than five 

hundred distant planets, but very few 

have actually been seen.  Many 

exoplanets are detected indirectly by 

means of their ―wobbles‖—the gravi-

tational tugs they exert on their central 

stars.  Some are found when they tran-

sit the parent star, momentarily dim-

ming the glare, but not dimming it 

enough to reveal the planet itself. 

The new Galaxy Evolution Explorer 

technique might eventually lead to 

planets that can be seen directly. That 

would be good because, as Rodriguez 

points out, ―seeing is believing.‖ 

And it just might make astronomers 

feel a little better about the stars. 

The Galaxy Evolution Explorer Web 

site at http://www.galex.caltech.edu 

describes many of the other discover-

ies and accomplishments of this mission. 

And for kids, how do astronomers 

know how far away a star or galaxy 

is? Play ―How Old do I Look‖ on The 

Space Place at 

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/whats-

older and find out!   

This article was provided by the Jet Pro-

pulsion Laboratory, California Institute 

of Technology, under a contract with the 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration. 

more. All objects are well suited for 

viewing at the observatory. 

For anyone completing the program, a 

special certificate and t-shirt will be 

given out at the annual Holiday Party, 

usually held in January. 

Members interested in starting this 

program will need to purchase a pro-

gram book at any monthly meeting or 

at the observatory for $10.00 each. 

FUN observing with fellow club mem-

bers! 

Similar to the Astronomical League 

observing programs, RPOP has an 

accompanying program book with a 

selected list of 78 objects, 50 of which 

must be observed to complete the pro-

gram. A variety of objects were cho-

sen, including planets, double star, 

variable stars, galaxies, nebula and 

(Continued from page 1) Whether you want to bring your own 

telescope and observe on the field or 

view through the observatory tele-

scopes, please come out and join us!  
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Finding Planets among the Stars 
By Dr. Tony Philips 

Parmentier Observing Weekends, Continued 

Exoplanets are easier to see directly when 
their star is a dim, red dwarf.  



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 
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Observatory Key Holders 
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Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Katrina DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

George McCourt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 
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Dick Francini 

 

Gerry Kocken 

Scott Thompson 

Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-983-9757 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements.  

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


