
Two observing weekend are 

scheduled in the last half of 

the month of September.  

Late September can be a 

great time for observing in 

northern Wisconsin.  With 

fall approaching, the Sun will 

be setting early, around 

7:00 and with a bit of luck, 

the temperatures can be 

very comfortable with highs 

in the low 70s. 

The first observing weekend 

will be held at Parmentier 

Observatory on September 

23rd and 24th, on the au-

tumnal equinox.  As always, 

members are welcome to 

(Continued on page 3) 

Please join us for the Sep-

tember monthly meeting.  

This month’s speaker will be 

Paul Fjeld.  Paul was the last 

official NASA artist on the 

Apollo program. Since then, 

his obsession with the missions 

to the moon and, specifically, 

the Lunar Module (LM) that 

landed us there, has only 

increased - to the point 

where he is now the man-

ager of one of the remaining 

LMs and lead contractor for 

the Smithsonian Institute's LM-

2 refurbishment program. 

Join him as he describes the 

development of that space-

craft and reveals recent re-

search into how the improb-

able feat of a landing on the 

lunar surface was achieved. 

We will also continue to take 

nominations for the NPMAS 

board of directors.  The elec-

tion will be held during the 

October meeting. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

September 14th at the 

Neville Public Museum, 210 

Museum Place, Green Bay, 

WI 54303.   

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the meeting.  

Hope you can join us.   

It is election time for the 

NPMAS Board of Directors!  

We started the process by 

accepting nominations of 

members willing and able to 

serve on the board at the 

August membership meeting 

and will continue to accept 

nominations at the Septem-

ber 14th membership meet-

ing.  Several club members 

have accepted nominations 

including Wayne Kuhn, Dick 

Francini, Rodrigo Roesch, 

Gerry Kocken, Bob Nelezen, 

and Tom Cashman. 

So what is the 

Board and what 

do they do?  It 

consists of nine 

elected individuals 

who serve for a 

two year term.  The new 

term begins on November 

1st.  Each elected Board 

member must be at least 18 

years old and a member in 

good standing.  

What responsibili-

ties does the Board 

have?  The main 

(Continued on page 3) 
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3 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

18° 
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23 Autumnal Equinox 
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27 New Moon 

October 2011 
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21 Orionid Meteor Shower Peaks 
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Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo taken? Place, 

event, etc. 

2. What date or year was the photo 

taken? 

3. Who are the people in the photo? 

4. What telescope was taken to this 

event? 

 

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc.   

Answer: The photo was taken at the Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctu-

ary. Set up was by the old Nature Center now the location of the 

Observation Building. The event was the Neville Public Museum 

Astronomical Society’s public observing night. Mercury and Venus 

were visible early in the evening and Saturn, Jupiter, and the 

Moon were also visible. 

2. What date or year was the photo taken?   

Answer: The photo was taken June 5, 1981.  

3. Who is the person looking through the telescope?   

Answer: The person in the photo is Hugh Swoboda, a former 

member of the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society. 

Hugh was a former solar researcher and a telescope maker. The 

photo was taken by Mark Weyenberg and appeared in a June 

6, 1981 News Chronicle article written by Ellen Tufts. 

4. What NPMAS activity 

happened 12 days after 

this event? 

Answer: Ground breaking 

for the Parmentier Obser-

vatory on June 17, 1981.  
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The new Moon conveniently falls in the 

middle of the week in September 

which gives us an opportunity to hold a 

second observing weekend.  The sec-

ond weekend will be a Kroes Observ-

ing Weekend.  KOW will be held the 

weekend of September 30th and Oc-

tober 1st at the Cedar Drive Observa-

tory.  This is the private residence of 

Tony and Tara Kroes, located South-

west of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.   

Tony has a open space next to his ob-

servatory for setting up scopes.  The 

field has very good horizons to the 

South and West with especially dark 

skies to the North, away from Apple-

ton and Green Bay.  It is a very short 

drive for those of you on the West 

side of Green Bay.   

Hope you can make it to one or both 

of these weekends.   

observe through the observatory’s 

30 in classical Cassegrain or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining 

field. The observatory provides spec-

tacular views of galaxies, nebula and 

other deep sky objects.  If you have 

not had a chance to come out and 

look, I would highly recommend it. 

This is also an opportunity to partici-

pate in the Ron Parmentier Observing 

Program (RPOP).  

(Continued from page 1) 

Hi club. After almost four years as 

editors of The Eyepiece, Ann and I are 

looking to move on to new things. 

Therefore, the NPMAS board of direc-

tors is looking for member(s) that 

would be willing to take over as edi-

tor(s). If you would be interested in 

taking on this important position, 

please contact Katrina DeWitt at 

president@npmas.com. 

The newsletter is an important part of 

the club.  It’s a key form of communica-

tion, keeping members informed of 

events going on 

within the club, par-

ticularly for those 

that aren’t able to 

attend monthly 

meeting.   

The job does take a little time each 

month to put the edition together but is 

very rewarding.  I would be happy to 

pass on any articles, files, etc. that I 

have to the next editor. 

We have not had anyone voice an 

interest yet.  Please don’t hesitate to 

call if you have any thoughts on taking 

on the position.  I would be happy to 

answer your questions. 

Ann and I will remain on through the 

remainder of the year if need be. We 

would like to thank everyone for the 

support that they've given us these 

past years. We have always received 

nothing but positive comments and 

“thank yous” from club member and 

have always appreciated this.   

during special events, such as Einstein 

Science Expo or preparation for next 

year’s schedule.  Board members must 

attend at least half of all meetings 

held. 

This is a great opportunity to get in-

volved with the Society.  The Board is 

not a difficult job, nor does it require 

any special skills or talents, just a love 

of astronomy and a desire to make 

NPMAS the best club it can be.  Elec-

tions will be held at the October 12th 

meeting.  

duties of the Board consist of manag-

ing the affairs of the society and de-

veloping and scheduling society activi-

ties.  The biggest of these is to create 

the yearly schedule including the selec-

tion of topics and speakers for the 

monthly meetings, scheduling public 

outreach events such as the Einstein 

Science Expo and public observing 

weekends and other observing week-

ends like POW. 

The Board generally meets once every 

other month but can be more often 

(Continued from page 1) So please, nominate yourself or some-

one you know for the Board.  If you 

need more information on the Board, 

please talk to any current or past 

Board member.  They'll be happy to 

answer any questions.   
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POW and KOW, continued 

The Eyepiece Editor Wanted 

Elections, continued 
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Once again, the Chippewa Valley 

Astronomical Society hear Eau Claire, 

hosted an excellent star party, the 

Northwoods Starfest, the weekend of 

August 26th.  Attendance from our 

club was strong with about 15 mem-

bers attending. 

Mother nature did her part too this 

year.  Attendees were able to get a 

lot of observing in Friday night as it 

was clear all night, although seeing 

was average.  Dick Francini spent time 

hunting down the supernova in M101, 

the second supernova visible to large 

amateur scopes in the last couple 

months. 

The skies Saturday night were not 

quite as good.  There was a light rain 

just after sunset and it was partly 

cloudy to mostly cloudy most of the 

night although seeing was great where 

the sky was clear.  Manu club members 

gathered around Shawn Beauparlant’s 

telescope, having fun jumping from 

sucker-hole to sucker-hole viewing their 

favorite objects in whichever area of 

the sky happened to be clear.  Around 

40 objects were observed; not too 

bad for a mostly cloudy night. 

Gerry Kocken brought his 10” Alvin 

Clark refractor and treated the star 

party attendees to great views, par-

ticularly of Jupiter. 

Many club members won door prizes.  

It was a clean sweep for my family, 

with Ann, Maddie and I each taking 

home a prize.  Maddie was the big 

winner, bringing home a 70mm Orion 

GoScope telescope.  Her new scope 

was the reason for the cloudy skies on 

Saturday. 

As always, the food and talks were 

great.  Overall, it was a great week-

end.   

Northwoods Starfest 
By Brian Chopp 

Top Left: Maddie Chopp with her 70mm Orion Go-
Scope.  She was even able to stay up late enough to 

view a few stars.  Top Right: Shawn setting up on Friday 
while other attendees “supervise”.  Bottom Right: Steve 

Mofle and Tony Kroes are getting ready to wheel 
Gerry’s Clark back onto the trailer for the ride home.  

Photos by Brian and Ann Chopp 



Volume 23, Issue 9 

News flash: You may be closer to in-

terstellar space than you previously 

thought. 

A team of researchers led by Tom 

Krimigis of the Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity Applied Physics Laboratory an-

nounced the finding in the June 2011 

issue of Nature.  The complicated title 

of their article, “Zero outward flow 

velocity for plasma in a 

heliosheath transition layer,” 

belies a simple conclusion: 

The solar system appears to 

be a billion or more kilome-

ters smaller than earlier esti-

mates. 

The recalculation is 

prompted by data from 

NASA’s Voyager 1 probe, 

now 18 billion kilometers 

from Earth. Voyagers 1 and 

2 were designed and built 

and are managed by 

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labo-

ratory. Aging but active, the 

spacecraft have been trav-

eling toward the stars since 

1977 on a heroic mission to 

leave the solar system and 

find out what lies beyond.  

To accomplish their task, the 

Voyagers must penetrate the 

outer walls of the heliosphere, a great 

bubble of plasma and magnetism 

blown in space by the solar wind. The 

heliosphere is so big, it contains all the 

planets, comets, and asteroids that 

orbit the sun. Indeed many astrono-

mers hold that the heliosphere defines 

the boundaries of the solar system.  

Inside it is “home.”  Outside lies the 

Milky Way.  For 30+ years, the 

spacecraft have been hurtling toward 

the transition zone. Voyager 1 is clos-

ing in. 

Much of Voyager 1’s long journey has 

been uneventful.  Last year, however, 

things began to change. In June 2010, 

Voyager 1 beamed back a startling 

number: zero. That’s the outward ve-

locity of the solar wind where the 

probe is now.  

“This is the first sign that the frontier is 

upon us,” says Krimigis. 

Previously, researchers thought the 

crossing was still years and billions of 

kilometers away, but a new analysis 

gave them second thoughts.  Krimigis 

and colleagues combined Voyager 

data with previously unpublished 

measurements from the Cassini space-

craft. Cassini, on a mission to study 

Saturn, is nowhere near the edge of 

the solar system, but one of its instru-

ments can detect atoms streaming into 

our solar system from the outside. 

Comparing data from the two loca-

tions, the team concluded that the 

edge of the heliosphere lies some-

where between16 to 23 billion kilome-

ters from the sun, with a best estimate 

of approximately 18 billion kilometers.  

Because Voyager 1 is already nearly 

18 billion kilometers out, it could cross 

into interstellar space at any time—

maybe even as you are reading this 

article. 

“How close are we?” wonders Ed 

Stone, Caltech professor and principal 

investigator of the Voyager project 

since the beginning.  “We don't know, 

but Voyager 1 speeds outward a bil-

lion miles every three years, so we 

may not have long to wait.” 

Stay tuned for the crossing. 

For more about the missions of Voy-

ager 1 and 2, see 

http://voyager.jpl.nasa.gov/. Another 

Voyager project scientist, Merav 

Opher, is the guest on the newest 

Space Place Live cartoon interview 

show for kids at 

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/space-

place-live.   
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Solar System Size Surprise 
By Dr. Tony Phillips 

This artist's concept shows NASA's two Voyager spacecraft exploring a turbulent region of space known as the 
heliosheath, the outer shell of the bubble of charged particles around our sun. Image credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech. 



NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Rep 

Observatory Key Holders 

 

 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

Website 

 

 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Katrina DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

George McCourt 
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Tom Cashman 
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Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 
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Gerry Kocken 

Scott Thompson 

Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-983-9757 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-

terial in The Eyepiece may be 

reprinted for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer.  The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 
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Submissions can be emailed to 

theeyepiece@npmas.org  
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2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 
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LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements.  

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


