
There are a couple more 

Parmentier Observing 

Weekends scheduled for the 

year.  The second last week-

end is scheduled for October 

21st and 22nd. The Sun will 

be setting early, around 

6:00, so there will be plenty 

of time for observing. 

As always, members are 

welcome to observe through 

the observatory’s 30 in clas-

sical Cassegrain or set up 

their own telescopes in the 

adjoining field. The observa-

tory provides spectacular 

views of galaxies, nebula 

and other deep sky objects.  

 This is also an opportunity to 

participate in the Ron Par-

mentier Observing Program 

(RPOP).  

The new Moon conveniently 

falls in the middle of the 

week in October which gives 

us an opportunity to hold a 

second observing weekend.  

The location of the second 

weekend is to be deter-

mined.  Please look for up-

dates as the weekend gets 

closer.   

Hope you can make it to one 

these weekends.   

Please join us for the Octo-

ber monthly meeting.  We 

will be holding elections for 

the NPMAS Board of Direc-

tors.  There are 9 capable 

and diverse club members 

running for the board this 

year.  Candidates for this 

term’s election are: Shawn 

Beauparlant, Tom Cashman, 

Dick Francini, Gerry Kocken, 

Wayne Kuhn, Bob Lundt, 

Steve Mofle, Bob Nelezen 

and Rodrigo Roesch. Please 

make every effort to make 

this meeting and cast your 

ballot for the next board of 

directors. 

This month’s talk will be 

about observing Jupiter. 

The meeting will be held 

from 7:00pm until 9:00pm, 

October 12th at the Neville 

Public Museum, 210 Museum 

Place, Green Bay, WI 

54303.   

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the meeting.  

Hope you can join us.   

Our last Public Telescope 

Viewing night of 2011 will 

be held on Saturday, 

October 8th from 

7:00pm to 

10:00pm.  We are 

holding this event in 

conjunction with In-

ternational Observe 

the Moon Night.  There 

are several targets on the 

Moon we will be focusing on.   

The event will be held at Bay 

Beach Amusement Park field 

just to the east of the north-

ern parking lot.  This 

would be the large 

open area be-

tween the park 

and the Wildlife 

Sanctuary that 

borders East Shore 

Drive.  While there are 

more street lights in the area 

to contend with, it is an area 
(Continued on page 3) 
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October 2011 

11 Full Moon 

21 Orionid Meteor Shower Peaks 

26 New Moon 

28 Jupiter is at Opposition 

November 2011 

10 Full Moon 

14 Mercury is at Greatest Eastern Elongation, 23° 

17 Leonid Meteor Shower Peaks 

25 New Moon 

Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo 

taken? Place, event, etc. 

2. What date or year was 

the photo taken? 

3. Who are the people in the 

photo? 

4. What telescope is protrud-

ing from the building? 

5. Who is the man in the back 

left of the photo and wear-

ing a straw hat? 

1. Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc.   

Answer: The photo was taken in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. The 

event was the 1991 total solar eclipse. 

2. What date or year was the photo taken?   

Answer: The photo was taken July 11, 1991.  

3. Who are the people in the photo? 

Answer: The people in the photo from left to right are NPMAS 

members Don DeWitt, George McCourt, Gary Jensen, Ron Par-

mentier, Dan Sheber, and Steve Mofle. 

4. What telescope was taken to this event? 

Answer: Don DeWitt’s 

Coulter Optical 8” 

Dobsonian reflector 

telescope packed in a 

plywood crate for 

shipment by plane as 

baggage. The cost to 

ship was $80. 

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia 
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Urban astronomers are always wishing 

for darker skies. But that complaint is 

due to light from Earth. What about 

the light coming from the night sky 

itself? When you think about it, why is 

the sky dark at all? 

Of course, space appears dark at 

night because that is when our side of 

Earth faces away from the Sun. But 

what about all those other suns? Our 

own Milky Way galaxy contains over 

200 billion stars, and the entire uni-

verse probably contains over 100 

billion galaxies. You might suppose 

that that many stars would light up the 

night like daytime! 

Until the 20th century, astronomers 

didn't think it was even possible to 

count all the stars in the universe. They 

thought the universe was infinite and 

unchanging. 

Besides being very hard to imagine, 

the trouble with an infinite universe is 

that no matter where you look in the 

night sky, you should see a star. Stars 

should overlap each other in the sky 

like tree trunks in the middle of a very 

thick forest. But, if this were the case, 

the sky would be blazing with light. 

This problem greatly troubled astrono-

mers and became known as 

“Olbers’ Paradox” after 

the 19th century astronomer 

Heinrich Olbers who wrote 

about it, although he was 

not the first to raise this 

astronomical mystery. 

To try to explain the para-

dox, some 19th century 

scientists thought that dust 

clouds between the stars 

must be absorbing a lot of 

the starlight so it wouldn’t 

shine through to us. But later 

scientists realized that the 

dust itself would absorb so 

much energy from the star-

light that eventually it 

would glow as hot and 

bright as the stars themselves. 

Astronomers now realize that the uni-

verse is not infinite. A finite universe—

that is, a universe of limited size—

even one with trillions of stars, just 

wouldn't have enough stars to light up 

all of space. 

Although the idea of a finite universe 

explains why Earth's sky is dark at 

night, other factors work to make it 

even darker. 

The universe is expanding. As a result, 

the light that leaves a distant galaxy 

today will have much farther to travel 

to our eyes than the light that left it a 

million years ago or even one year 

ago. That means the amount of light 

energy reaching us from distant stars 

dwindles all the time. And the farther 

away the star, the less bright it will 

look to us. 

Also, because space is expanding, the 

wavelengths of the light passing 

through it are expanding. Thus, the 

farther the light has traveled, the more 

red-shifted (and lower in energy) it 

becomes, perhaps red-shifting right 

out of the visible range. So, even 

darker skies prevail. 

The universe, both finite in size and 

finite in age, is full of wonderful sights. 

See some bright, beautiful images of 

faraway galaxies against the black-

ness of space at the Space Place im-

age galleries. Visit 

http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/search/?

q=gallery.   

This article was provided by the Jet Pro-

pulsion Laboratory, California Institute 

of Technology, under a contract with the 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad-

ministration.  

not, you can always help with ques-

tions and crowd control.  If you do not 

yet own a telescope, this is a great 

opportunity for you to check out all the 

different types that fellow members 

own which can help you in your own 

personal selection process. 

We hope to see everybody at our fall 

Public Telescope Viewing Night.   

that is more inviting to the general 

public which should help with the turn-

out and with our lunar focus, this 

shouldn’t be an issue. 

We need your help with your atten-

dance at the event itself.  All club 

members are urged to attend.  If you 

can bring a telescope to show the 

night sky to the public, excellent.  If 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Dark Clues to the Universe 
By Dr. Marc Rayman  

International Observer the Moon Night, 
Continued 

This Hubble Space Telescope image of Galaxy NGC 4414 
was used to help calculate the expansion rate of the universe. 

The galaxy is about 60 million light-years away. Credit: 
NASA and The Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA) 
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin.  Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston.  Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around.  The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use.  Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.   

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Brian Chopp 

choppstar@gmail.com 

920-544-0708 

 

Don DeWitt 

ddewitt@tds.net  

920-405-8534 

 

Wayne Kuhn 

claundrysales@gbonline.com  

920-608-0657 

 

Jim Sentowski 

sentow@new.rr.com  

920-983-2109 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Rep 

Observatory Key Holders 

 

 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

Website 

 

 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Katrina DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

George McCourt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

 

Gerry Kocken 

Scott Thompson 

Officers 

President 

Katrina DeWitt 

president@npmas.org  

920-405-8534 

 

Vice President 

Bob Lundt 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-750-3244 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Kevin Nasal 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-983-9757 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society.  Ma-

terial in The Eyepiece may be 

reprinted for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer.  The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 

The Eyepiece 

Editors : Brian and Ann Chopp 

Circulation : 80 

Submissions can be emailed to 

theeyepiece@npmas.org  

or mailed to 

2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able.  Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements.  

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more.  Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  
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NPMAS Renewal Form 

Dear Cassy O. Peah, 

Another year has raced by and it’s once again time to send out the NPMAS membership renewal forms 

so you can renew your club membership and order Astronomy magazine, observing handbooks, and 

calendars for 2012. 

We will again offer you two options for Astronomy magazine; a one year or two year option. If you 

have difficulty getting to meetings and you would like your order shipped, please indicate this by add-

ing the $4.00 on the shipment line and include this with your payment. Your order will only be shipped if you include the 

$4.00 with your payment. 

You can order either of two different calendars; the RASC wall calendar or The Year in Space desk calendar.  The RASC Ob-

serving Handbook is also available; it’s a very useful book which contains volumes of information about observing and astron-

omy in general, and specific information about things happening in 2012.   

Club membership benefits include attending our monthly meetings, the monthly newsletter, use of the club telescopes, a re-

duced price on Astronomy magazine and calendars, scheduled monthly observing sessions at our member’s observatories, the 

opportunity to attend local and national star parties, the use of your website, and membership in the Astronomical League. 

What a deal for $20 or $30! The Astronomical League sends out a quarterly magazine and has developed numerous interest-

ing observing programs (from beginner to expert level), to help guide you along the path of  learning to become a better 

observer and having fun while doing it.  

Below is an order form that includes both membership renewal and a list of  items you can order through the club at a reduced 

rate. I would also like to take this opportunity to update our database. It is very important we have up to date information, 

especially email addresses, so we can tell you when the newsletter is ready to download and communicate important infor-

mation about club activities to you.  

 Please check the listed address, phone #, and email address for accuracy. Please correct any errors on this form. 

(1) Database section.  Name(s):  _____________________________________________________________ 

   Address:  _____________________________________________ 

   Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________ 

   Email Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

(2) Renewals and purchases. Please indicate your type of membership and the items you wish to order. 

Dues……………………………………………………….… Individual @     $20 _________  

                                                                                        Or Family @    $30 _________ 

Magazine Subscriptions…………………………..… Astronomy—1 year   $34 _________ 

                                                                         Astronomy—2 year   $60 _________  

Other items……………………………………………………………………… 

        2010 RASC Observing Handbook, $22 each, # ordered  _____  Total $ ________ 

        2010 RASC Wall Calendar, $15 each, # ordered               _____  Total $ ________  

        2010 Year in Space Desk Calendar, $11 each, # ordered  _____  Total $ ________ 

Shipment of my order……………………………………………………………. $4       ________ 

             Total Due for Membership and Purchases     $ _________  

Please make checks payable to NPMAS and remit with this form.  Mail to: Dick Francini, 1805 Christie Court, DePere, WI  

54115.  Thank you very much for continuing your membership in the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society.  Clear skies 

and good observing!   Dick Francini—Treasurer NPMAS 


