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The Eyepiece 

Member Society 

I have again reserved the 

large upstairs room, so we 

should have plenty of space. 

The reason I decided to go 

back to Titletown Brewing 

three years in a row—the 

setup is perfect for a group 

our size. Dinner will start at 

7:00, drinks at 6:00. There is 

a bar upstairs for our use. 

We will have a limited menu 
(Continued on page 4) 

Our tenure as editors of The 

Eyepiece has come to an end. 

It has been a pleasure creat-

ing the club newsletter these 

past 4 years. We hope all of 

you have found them to be 

informative and enjoyable.  

We would like to thank all of 

the club members that 

helped us create the newslet-

ter this past year by submit-

ting articles, pictures or any-

thing else. They include: Tom 

Cashman, Don DeWitt, 

Katrina DeWitt, Dick 

Francini, Amy Hannon-Drew, 

Paul Fjeld, Gerry Kocken, 

Tony Kroes, Wayne Kuhn, 

Leo Loeb, George McCourt, 

Chris Schreder, Ed Smith, and 

Scott Thompson. 

We would like to give a 

special thanks to Dick 

Francini and George 

McCourt. Over the past four 

year, these two members did 

an exceptional job contribut-

ing to the newsletter. Of the 

47 editions we published, 

submissions by one or both of 

them were included in 34 of 

them. Thank you for all of 

your work! 

The Holiday Party has been 

setup on Wednesday Janu-

ary 11th, 2012 (our 

normal meeting 

date) at Titletown 

Brewing right 

across the street 

from the Neville 

Public Museum. This is a 

historic Green Bay building; 

it’s the old downtown Chi-

cago and Northwestern train 

station. The building is over 

100 years old and it is on 

the National Register of His-

toric Places. The building 

was renovated in 

1996 and con-

verted into a res-

taurant and micro-

brewery. They have 

done a good job of re-

taining the old flavor of the 

train station. 

Live Long and Prosper 

Spread Some Holiday Cheer 
By Dick Francini 

We are also excited to an-
nounce that Dave Wagner 
will be taking over as editor 
of The Eyepiece starting next 
year!  We are sure that 
Dave will do a great job as 
editor and we wish him luck 
at his new post.  Please con-
tinue to show Dave the same 
appreciation you have shown 
us and don’t forget to send 

in those article and pictures.  

Thank you, 

Brian and Ann Chopp 
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December 2011 

10 Full Moon 

14 Geminid Meteor Shower Peaks 

22 Winter Solstice 

22 Mercury is at Greatest Western Elongation, 

22° 

24 New Moon 

January 2012 

4 Quadrantid Meteor Shower Peaks 

9 Full Moon 

23 New Moon 

31 Asteroid Eros is at Opposition 

Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt—Photo by Richard Berry 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo taken? 

Place, event, etc. 

2. What date or year was the 

photo taken? 

3. Who owns the Dobsonian tele-

scope at the right of the photo, 

in front of the person walking to 

the right, and pointing at the 

observatory dome? 

4. What telescopes are housed at 

the observatory? 

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Question: Where was the photo taken? Place, event, 

etc. 

Answer: The photo was taken at Yerkes Observatory in 

Williams Bay, WI. The event was the NPMAS field trip. 

2. Question: What date or year was the photo taken? 

Answer: The photo was taken in 1969. 

3. Question: Who are the people in the photo? 

Answer: The people in the photo from left to right are NPMAS members Robert 

Boettge, Karvin Leffel, Joan Phenicie, and Ron Parmentier. 

4. Question: What telescope is in the building to the left? 

Answer: The telescope is the 1897 40‖ f 18.6 Alvan Clark Refractor, the largest refrac-

tor telescope in the world. Yerkes Observatory was founded by George Ellery Hale 

and Charles T. Yerkes and is operated by the University of Chicago. The telescope is 

housed in a 90 foot diameter dome. The telescope was displayed in 1893 at the 

World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago.   
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Please welcome our newest club mem-

ber, Thomas Chauvaux ! Here is a 

brief introduction of him 

and his interests in astron-

omy. Please take a mo-

ment to say hi and make 

him feel welcome at the 

next club event. Welcome 

to the club Thomas!  

Can you tell us a little 

about yourself, your 

work and other interests? 

I'm 18 and I'm an exchange student 

from Belgium. I travel with the Rotary 

youth exchange program. I arrived the 

19th of August and will stay in Green 

Bay until next summer.  

I'm attending East High School as sen-

ior. I'm in AP Calculus and Chemistry. 

One of my favorite activities is scout-

ing and I'm going to take part at a 

troop in Green Bay.  

How did you find out about the 

NPMAS? 

I discovered NPMAS while I 

talking with my physic 

teacher, Mr Baier. He rec-

ommended that I join the 

club, now it's done! 

How long have you been 

interested in Astronomy? 

I have been interested in 

astronomy since my father bought me 

a refractor scope for my birthday few 

years ago but I officially joined the 

astronomical community three years 

ago. In Belgium, I'm involved in a local 

astronomical club and I wanted to fol-

low the pattern in astronomy.  

Do you have any particular interest 

like cosmology, galaxies, planets, 

etc? 

I don't have special field of interest 

but I'm more keen on astrophotogra-

phy and cosmology.  

Can What do you expect to get out of 

the club? 

I think the main interest for me to join 

NPMAS is the club gives me the oppor-

tunity to rent a scope for a couple of 

weeks. I owe an ETX 125 Maksutov 

Cassegrain in Belgium but it was to 

hard to bring it here and too expen-

sive to buy one here just for a year. 

And of course I hope improve my 

knowledge by the same occasion 

maybe for my future job!  

Thank you for your warm welcome! 

I've already attended a POW and 

had a lot of fun. I'm looking forward 

to participating in a star party!   

 

beverages will be available for pur-

chase or you can bring your own. The 

clubhouse also has a full bar. Please, 

no children behind the bar and no 

carry-in of alcoholic beverages.  

To get to Windjammers’ Sailing club, 

take 41/141 north from Green 

Bay to the NEW Zoo exit in 

Suamico. This is the exit for 

Hwy B/Sunset Beach Road. Exit 

east and go 1/2 mile to the 

Stop sign at Hwy J/Lakeview 

Drive. Turn north on Hwy J and 

travel 0.9 miles until you reach Resort 

Road, the first right turn. Turn east onto 

Resort Road. Take this road 1.4 miles, 

almost to the end, and turn north into 

Channel Road which is Windjammers’ 

driveway. Go through the open gate 

and park. The yard is full of boats so 

please be careful of the trailers.   

Enjoying spectacular stellar winter 

targets, like the Pleiades and Orion 

Nebula, can be a chilly challenge dur-

ing the frigid winter months. But not 

when you observe during Windjam-

mers Observing Weekends. Our star 

party will be held at the Wind-

jammers Sailing Club on De-

cember 16th. Whether you 

have a telescope or just a 

curiosity to explore the sky – 

everyone is welcome to come 

to the party. 

The sailing club is located about 10 

miles north of Green Bay on the bay. It 

has very dark skies, distant horizons 

and close proximity to Green Bay. The 

parking lot is plowed.  

We will have access to the clubhouse, 

which includes all the modern conven-

iences and will be open for great con-

versation and warming up. Snacks and 
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New Member Welcome Mat 

Windjammers Observing Weekends 
By Leo Loeb 

December Meeting 
Please join us for the December 

monthly meeting. This month’s talk 

will be a year in review. We will 

be looking back at all of the fun 

events that took place in 2011. 

The meeting will be held from 

7:00pm until 9:00pm, December 

14th at the Neville Public 

Museum, 210 Museum Place, 

Green Bay, WI 54303.  

And as always, we will be 

heading to Happy Joe’s for 

pizza after the meeting. Hope 

you can join us.   

Board Meeting 
The next NPMAS Board Meeting 

will be held Wednesday, 

December 7th at 7:00 at Gerry 

Kocken’s office, 1519 Grant St, 

De Pere, WI. All club members 

are welcome to attend.   



topped with sweet chili vinai-

grette. 

There will also be a vegetarian option 

available.  

You will be billed individually at Title-

town (you don’t need to pay in ad-

vance) and you can get your drinks on 

the same bill if you tell the bartender. 

Tax and the gratuity of 18% will be 

automatically added to the bills (don’t 

add a tip unless you want to). I will 

need to give them the number attend-

ing and a breakout of dinners by Jan 

6th, so please sign up (on the sign-up 

sheet) at the December meeting. If you 

plan on attending and can’t make the 

December meeting, please drop me 

an email at dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com. 

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

We will continue with the recent tradi-

tion of having a white elephant gift 

exchange. For those of you not famil-

iar with this tradition, each person that 

wants to participate brings a wrapped 

gift. They are put on a table and peo-

ple go up and select a gift. If they 

don’t like it, you can ―trade it‖ for a 

gift already taken by someone else. 

As you can probably guess, the few 

good gifts make the rounds around the 

room. It has turned out to be a fun and 

highly anticipated tradition. It is en-

tirely up to you to buy/bring any gift 

you would like, use your creativity. As 

a guide, in the past only about 20 to 

25% of gifts turn out to be ―good ― 

gifts, and balance are tongue in 

cheek, gag type gifts. You are NOT 

required to spend a lot of money, it’s 

totally up to you; make something, re-

gift that turkey gift you got for Christ-

mas last year, buy an actual good gift 

or a crazy gift. This is what makes it 

fun. IMPORTANT, you need to have a 

gift for each person attending who 

wants to get a gift. If you don’t want 

to participate in the white elephant 

gift exchange, that’s fine, please come 

anyway and just inform me so we will 

end up with the correct number of 

gifts.  

See you at Titletown Brewing for the 

January 11th Holiday Party!    

 

of four options: 

1. Smoke House Sirloin—$18.99 

8 oz. sirloin seasoned and grilled, 

accompanied by smashed red skin 

potatoes and fresh sautéed vege-

tables. Add sautéed mushrooms or 

sautéed onions for $.79 each. 

2. Harvest Chicken—$15.99   

Grilled chicken breasts layered 

with apple bacon stuffing over 

roasted butternut squash and red 

skin potato hash, topped with 

sage and blue cheese butter. 

3. Sno-Cap Beef Short Ribs—$15.99 

Boneless beef short ribs braised in 

Railyard Ale, finished on our open 

flame, grilled and topped with 

Sno-Cap root beer barbeque 

sauce. Accompanied by mashed 

potatoes and gravy and fresh 

sautéed vegetables. 

4. Brown Sugar Salmon—$18.99 

Atlantic salmon grilled to medium 

with a brown sugar chili spiced 

rub served with an asiago polenta 

cake, roasted corn succotash and 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Holiday Party, Continued 

The Eyepiece 

As 2011 comes to a close, its time to 

look ahead to our 22nd annual 

NPMAS Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya winter 

weekend. It is scheduled for the third 

weekend in January 2012 from Friday 

the 20th to Sunday the 22nd at YMCA 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya. The camp is lo-

cated at 12101 Y Camp Road, Suring, 

WI (715-276-7116) and is located on 

Chute Pond, just south of Mountain, WI. 

Arrival time on Friday is 5:00pm and 

checkout time on Sunday is noon. Many 

of us usually eat at the Lakeside Inn 

Restaurant on Friday night but there 

are other eating places are nearby.  

This annual adventure includes cross 

country skiing on over seven miles of 

trails in and around the Nicolet Na-

tional Forest, snow shoeing, ice skating, 

broomball on the ice rink, ice fishing, 

snow tubing/sledding, 

wood sauna on the lake, 

and relaxing by a warm 

fireplace. You can choose 

to do as much or little as 

you like. 

The cost is $30.00 per 

person and children under 

10 are $25.00 each. 

Included in this cost is 

your lodging for the 

weekend, access to all 

camp facilities, equip-

ment, and activities, and 

one meal on Saturday. 

The Camp has a big sup-

ply of cross country skis with poles, ski 

boots, ice skates, and snow shoes. The 

skies are among the 

darkest in Wisconsin so 

bring your telescopes 

along.  

Lodging is in heated 

group cabins and this 

year we have reserved 

cabins #13 and #15. 

These two cabins sleep 

up to 10 and each has a 

fireplace with wood pro-

vided by the Camp. The 

bunks only have mat-

tresses so bring your own 

(Continued on page 6) 

A Weekend of  Winter Fun 
By Wayne Kuhn 

Jacob, Katrina and Wayne 
cross-country skiing. Photo by 

Brian Chopp 
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Winter is here and we have already 

had our first taste of snow. The colder 

months may not be a great time for 

outside astronomy, but they are an 

excellent time for armchair astronomy. 

The NPMAS has an extensive collection 

of astronomy and astronomy related 

books and movies, many of which 

were generously donated by club 

members.  

 

Club members are welcome to check 

out, fee of charge, any of the material 

in our library. Please see Tom Cash-

man or another NPMAS officer at the 

monthly meetings if you would like to 

check something out. The following is a 

list of items available for your reading 

a viewing pleasure: 

   

Charts and Maps 

 A Field Guide to the Stars and 

Planets by Donald H. Menzel, 

1964 

 Astronomy’s Guide to the Night Sky 

2008 by Astronomy Magazine 

 Burnham’s Celestial Handbook - 

Volumes 1 - 3 by Robert Burnham, 

Jr., 1978 

 Getting Started in Astronomy by 

Sky & Telescope 

 Guide to Observing Deep Sky Ob-

jects by Jeff A. Farinacci, 2008 

 Moon Map by Sky & Telescope 

 Night Watch - A Practical Guide to 

Viewing the Universe by Terence 

Dickinson, 1998 

 Philips Color Star Atlas - Epoch 

2000 by John Cox & Richard 

Monkhouse, 1991 

 Photo-Guide to the Constellations 

by Chris Kitchin, 1998 

 Star Atlas by Dr. Jacqueline Mitton 

and Dr. Simon Mitton, 1979 

 The Six-Inch Lunar Atlas by Don 

Spain, 2009 

 

Equipment 

 Eyepiece Selection by Al Lawrence, 

2005 (2 copies) 

 Radio Astronomy and How to Build 

Your Own Telescope by John Hey-

wood, 1964 

 

General Astronomy 

 1001 Things Everyone Should 

Know About the Universe by Wm. 

A. Gutsch, Jr., PhD, 1998 

 Amazing Universe by Herbert 

Friedman, 1975 

 Astronomy - An Introduction for the 

Amateur Astronomer by Jacqueline 

Mitton, 1978 

 Astronomy in Color by Peter Lan-

caster Brown, 1972 

 Atlas of Deep Sky Splendors by 

Hans Ehrenberg, 1983 

 Catalogue of the Universe by Paul 

Murdin and David Allen, 1980 

 Cosmos by Carl Sagan, 

1980 (2 copies) 

 Don’t Know Much 

About the Universe by 

Kenneth C. Davis, 2002 

 Exploring the Solar Sys-

tem - Other Worlds by J. 

Kelly Beatty 

 Heavenly Errors—Misconceptions 

About the Real Nature of the Uni-

verse by Neil F. Comins, 2001 

 Measure Solar System Objects and 

Their Movements for Yourself by 

John D. Clark, 2009 

 Observational Astronomy for Ama-

teurs by J. B. Sidgwick, 1957 

 Photographic Tour of the Universe 

by Gabriele Vanin, 1996 

 Stars and Planets by Ian Ridpath, 

1978 

 Stephen Hawking’s Universe - The 

Cosmos Explained by David Filkin, 

1997 

 The Illustrated Encyclopedia of As-

tronomy and Space Editor Ian Rid-

path, 1979 

 The Natural History of the Universe 

by Colin A. Roman, 1991 

 The New Cosmology by Harold W. 

G. Allen, 2002 

 Through the Eyes of Hubble - The 

Birth, Life, and Violent Death of 

Stars by Robert Naeye, 1998 

 Your Guide to Planets, Stars, and 

Galaxies by Richard Talcott - As-

tronomy Magazine 

 

Lists 

 List of Notable Asteroids - from 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 List of Periodic Comets - from 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 List of Meteor Showers - from 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

Video Tapes/DVD’s 

 All About Telescopes and Binocu-

lars by Bob Bonadurer 

 Comets & Asteroids - Volume 1, 

1997 

 Cosmos Series - Volumes 

1-6 & 8 

 Cosmos Series - 

DVD set 

 Legacy of GENINI - 

Original NASA Film, 

1994 

 Star Gaze - Hubble’s View 

of the Universe, 2000 - (DVD) 

 The Planets - Patrick Stewart nar-

rates 

 The Solar System CD-ROM 

 Star Trek - The Motion Picture (2 

copies) 

 Star Trek II - The Wrath of Khan 

 Star Trek III - The Search for Spock 

 Star Trek IV - The Voyage Home 

 Star Trek V - The Final Frontier 

 Star Trek VI - The Undiscovered 

Country 

 Star Trek - First Contact 

 Star Trek - 25th Anniversary Spe-

cial 

 Star Trek - Generations 

 Back to the Future - Volumes 1 - 3 

 2001: A Space Odyssey 

 Sphere 

 

Other 

 Jesus Christ’s Meteorite Prophecy 

by Edward W. Plouff, 1999 

 

Astronomy from the Warmth of Your Home 
By Brian Chopp and Tom Cashman 



sleeping bags and linens. Parking is 

available right next to each cabin.  

What to bring: Sleeping bags, pillows, 

warm clothes are a must, swimsuit, 

towel, toiletries, white flashlight, red 

flashlight for observing area, outdoor 

equipment, reading material, snacks, 

(Continued from page 4) drinks other than coffee and hot 

chocolate (which will be provided for 

you), observing equipment, telescope 

or binoculars, board games, cards, etc.  

This is always a really fun time and we 

hope to see everyone there. Please 

send your advance payment to Dick 

Francini by December 16th, 2011. 

Please provide names and ages of all 

attending adults and children. His ad-

dress is 1805 Christie Court, DePere, 

WI 54115. We look forward to you 

coming along and making the NPMAS 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya winter weekend a 

weekend to remember!   
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A Weekend of  Winter Fun, Continued 

The Eyepiece 

Left, Rodrigo and Tonika getting ready to go snowshoeing. Center is one of the warm and cozy cabins at Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya. Right is Wayne at the 
nearby Cathedral of Pines near Lakewood. Photos by Wayne Kuhn and Brian Chopp. 

NASA's Mars Science Laboratory 

(MSL) spacecraft—which includes the 

newest Red Planet rover, the car-sized 

Curiosity—began its mission with an 

on-time launch aboard a United 

Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket Nov. 

26, 2011 at 10:02 a.m. EST.  

The Atlas V lifted 

off with MSL on the 

first opportunity, 

rising from Space 

Launch Complex 41 

on Cape Canaveral 

Air Force Station in 

Florida following a 

smooth countdown 

throughout the 

morning. A signal 

from NASA's space-

craft was received by officials on the 

ground shortly after spacecraft sepa-

ration. The spacecraft is flying free 

and headed for Mars after separa-

tion. 

"Our spacecraft is in excellent health 

and it's on its way to Mars," said Pete 

Theisinger, Mars Science Laboratory 

Project Manager.  

The spacecraft will spend eight months 

traveling to Mars. Once it arrives in 

August 2012, it 

will begin a 

tricky process 

called entry, 

descent and 

landing. During 

this process, the 

shell that pro-

tected the 

spacecraft dur-

ing its journey to 

Mars will release 

a parachute to 

slow the spacecraft as it zooms down 

to the Martian surface. Seconds later, 

the bottom of the shell, called the heat 

shield, will drop away. Then the re-

maining piece of the shell will sepa-

rate from the spacecraft, and a spe-

cial vehicle will slowly lower the rover 

to the surface of Mars. 

The Curiosity rover is about the size of 

a small SUV, but it's not quite as fast. 

With a top speed of only 1.5 inches 

per second, Curiosity needs a place to 

land that's not only clear of rocks and 

other landing hazards, but also full of 

interesting places to investigate 

nearby. Mars scientists considered 60 

different landing sites before picking 

Gale Crater. About as large as Con-

necticut and Rhode Island, combined, 

Gale Crater was chosen because it is 

thought to contain elements that are 

important to the search for the ingredi-

ents of life.  

By investigating the area around its 

landing site, the Curiosity rover will 

study whether Gale Crater on Mars is 

or was a place that could sustain life.  

 

Next Stop, Mars 
By NASA 

Image from NASA/JPL Caltec 

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/education/marsrover.cfm
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.  

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Tom Cashman 

tcash99930@aol.com 

920-432-2261 

 

Bob Lundt 

920-750-3244 

 

Bob Nelezen 

arfarm@bayland.net 

920-621-7656 

 

Rodrigo Roesch 

rroesch@gmail.com 

920-634-5548 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Rep 

Observatory Key Holders 
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Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Katrina DeWitt 

Scott Thompson 

George McCourt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Katrina DeWitt 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

 

Gerry Kocken 

Scott Thompson 

Officers 

President 

Gerry Kocken 

president@npmas.org  

920-676-6363 

 

Vice President 

Steve Mofle 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-788-8855 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Wayne Kuhn 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-468-0765 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Mu-

seum Astronomical Society. Mate-

rial in The Eyepiece may be re-

printed for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer. The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 

The Eyepiece 

Editors : Brian and Ann Chopp 

Circulation : 85 

Submissions can be emailed to 

theeyepiece@npmas.org  

or mailed to 

2832 Friendly Circle 

Green Bay, WI  54313 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the five club telescopes avail-

able. Please contact one of the board 

members to make arrangements. 

The five telescope available 

are: 

 10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

 60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

 8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian 

Telescope 

 13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

 Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  


