
Upcoming Events 

 

Board Meeting 

TO BE ANOUNCED 

Monthly Meeting 

JUNE 13TH —

Meteor Hunting 

Monthly Meeting 

JULY 11TH 

EYE IN THE SKY 2 

NPMAS HISTORY 2 

NEW MEMBER WELCOME MAT 3 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2012 5 

MEMBER PHOTOS 6 

OBJECT OF THE MONTH 8-10 

DSLR PRESENTATION 11-19 

CLASSIFIED SECTION 20 

NPMAS LIBRARY 21 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 21 

Regular Features: 

June 2012 Volume 24, Issue 6 

N E V I L L E  P U B L I C  M U S E U M  A S T R O N O M I C A L  S O C I E T Y  -  W W W . N P M A S . O R G  

The Eyepiece 

Member Society 

 

 

DSLR—ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY 
Presented by Rodrego Roesch (May Meeting) Cont. Page 11 

OBJECT OF THE MONTH—GALAXIES 
Presented by Dick Francini (May Meeting) Cont. Page 8 



Page 2 The Eyepiece 

June 2012 

4 Partial Lunar eclipse 

4 Full Moon 

5 Transit of Venus 

15-17 Lyrid Meteors 

20 Summer Solstice 

 Venus, Mars, Saturn, Mercury Visible 

July 2012 

3 Full Moon 

19 New Moon 

28,29 Aquarids Meteor Shower 

  

  

 Venus, Mars, Mercury, Saturn Visible 

Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo taken? 

Place, Event, etc. 

2. What date or year was the pho-

to taken? 

3. Who are the people in the  

 photograph? 

4. What telescope is in the photo? 

Who made the telescope? 

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Question: Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc. 

Answer: The photo was taken at a high school in Kenmare, North 

Dakota. The event was a total solar eclipse of the Sun 

2. Question: What date or year was the photo taken? 

Answer: The photo was taken February 26th, 1979 

3. Question: Who are the people in the photograph? 

Answer: On the left is NPMAS member George McCourt, on the 

right an unknown Green Bay area resident. 

4. Question: Who organized the expedition? 

Answer:   Dr. Steven Dutch, Professor at UW Green Bay. Dr. Dutch 

organized and led a tour group of approximately 65 people from 

Green Bay, WI, in two chartered buses, traveling over 800 miles, to 

set up cameras and viewing equipment in Kenmare for the eclipse. 

NPMAS members Ronald Parmentier and George McCourt went on 

the trip. Dr. Steve Dutch just gave a lecture, attended by NPMAS 

members Ted Kordes, Tom Cashman, and George McCourt, titled 

“Mercury and Mars- Vesta and Titan: Out of this World Geology” 

on May 23, 2012 at the Neville Public Museum Geology Club 

Meeting. 

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2012.html 
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/                     http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html 
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Please Welcome our Newest Members: 

 

Tim Willett 

Suamico, WI 

 

______________________ 

Please be sure to pass along a copy of the 

news letter or the link to our website to any 

potential new members. 

 
 

If the weather doesn't cooperate, 

NASA will be holding a live webcast 

of the event: 

http://venustransit.nasa.gov/transitofv

enus/ 

Remember: Never look directly at the 

sun and especially through any magni-

fication without the use of a solar filter! 

 

For ideas on how to view the transit, 

please visit the following website: 

 

http://www.transitofvenus.org/ 

 

 

 

The Transit of Venus is set to occur on 

Tuesday June 5th.  The transit should 

begin at 5:00 PM And last until sun set. 

This will be last transit of Venus to oc-

cur until 2117.  So make sure you plan 

to view this “last of a lifetime event”. 

You are welcome to join other mem-

bers from the Club at University Park 

on Nicolet Drive.   The park is located 

on the east side of the bay just north 

of the UWGB entrance and Sherwood 

Golf Course. They will be setting up 

about an hour before the transit. 

You are welcome to bring your own 

equipment or if you don’t have the 

right stuff, there will be plenty of 

properly equipped scopes available 

to share the view.  
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New Member Welcome 
Mat 

June Meeting 

The regular May Meeting will be 

held at the Neville Public Museum 

on Wednesday the 13th.   

Meeting starts at 7PM  

 

 

Board Meeting 
Exact date has not been 

determined at this time.  

Transit of  Venus 
By Gerry Kocken 

 

Welcome to the club.  Please feel free to make 

use of the club telescopes, Parmetier observing 

weekends, telescope workshop, monthly meet-

ings, club functions and the depth of knowledge 

found in all of our club members.  We look for-

ward to having you as members and friends! 



ers to the group.  Gerry has a large 

collection of antique and modern tele-

scopes and all the hardware, equip-

ment and knowledge to help you get 

going in observing.  Plus it is an excel-

lent way to meet others in the NPMAS 

club. 

With the construction in the area, it is 

best to take the frontage road to 

Grant Street. 

 

Location 

1519 Grant St. 

Depere, WI 54115 

Head to far rear building on the south 

side of the property. Use the back 

door to enter. 

Phone: 920-676-6363 

Gerry Kocken has started up the tele-

scope workshop on Tuesday nights. 

If you have any telescope repairs, 

questions about telescopes, mirrors to 

grind, or just a general interest in as-

tronomy and observing stop by Ger-

ry’s place. 

Watch your email or Call to verify the 

workshop is on before going. 

This is a excellent source for newcom-
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Telescope Workshop Open Tuesday 

The Eyepiece 

Mars Rovers 
David Wagner 

The mars rover Opportunity began 

exploring again after it’s 5th winter on 

mars.  On May 9th, Opportunity re-

ceived wake up commands and drove 

off the outcrop that had kept it’s solar 

panels tilted toward the sun since the 

end of December.  Dust on the solar 

panels has limited the rovers ability to 

recharge, so for the time being, work 

will need to continue in areas that 

keep the panels pointed at a higher 

angle to the sun. 

The Spirit rover has had no communi-

cation in almost two years. 

Opportunity is schedule to continue to 

explore the Cape York Crater area.  

Last fall, this area yielded discovery 

of gypsum and other mineral rich clay 

soils that point to evidence of wet con-

ditions in mars’ distant past. 

The rovers have outperformed their 

life expectancy of 3 months by over 8 

years.  The science and technology 

behind the design, launch and landing 

are a real tribute to our scientific and 

engineering communities. 

Opportunity is scheduled to get a new 

partner on mars this August.  The rover 

Curiosity is scheduled to land this fall.  

Curiosity is a larger machine contain-

ing more scientific research hardware 

than it’s smaller siblings.  Curiosity will 

be searching for chemical signatures of 

biological life.    

With the addition of the Curiosity rov-

er, mars will be one of the most thor-

oughly mapped and explored planets 

beyond earth. 

For more information on the rovers 

check out link to NASA’s rover web-

site: 

http://marsrovers.jpl.nasa.gov/home

/index.html 

Photo Courtesy of NASA 
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June 5  Venus Transit (location to be determined) 

June 13  Monthly Meeting, Amy & Lynn “Meteor Hunting” 

June 15-16 Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend 

June 22-23 Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend 

July 4-8  NCRAL/ALCON Convention, Chicago Astronomical Society 

July 11  Monthly Meeting, Dick Francini “The Local Group and Neighborhood” 

July 13-14  Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend 

July 19-22  Wisconsin Observers Weekend, Waupaca WI 

July 24  AirVenture Star Party (EAA Site, July 25 and 26 are back up dates) 

August 8  Monthly Meeting, Steve Mofle (subject to be determined) 

August 10-11 Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend 

August 12-13 Persied Meteors Peak 

August 17-18 Northwoods Starfest, Fall Creek WI 

September 12 Monthly Meeting, Jim Sentowski (subject to be determined) 

September 13-16 Prairie Skies Party, Kankakee IL 

September 14-15 Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend 

October 6  Public Observing Night, Bay Beach Amusement Park 

October 10 Monthly Meeting, Observing Night/Back up Presentation Recap EAA 

October 12-13 Crivitz Observing Weekend 

October 19-20 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 9-10 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 14 Monthly Meeting, Tony Kroes “Supernovas” 

November 16-17 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 18 Leonid Meteors Peak (verify date) 

December 12 Monthly Meeting “Year in Review” 

December 13-14 Geminid Meteors Peak 

December 14-15 Windjammers Observing Weekend  

2012 Schedule of Event for NPMAS 

Don’t forget to take advantage of the Parmentier observing 

weekends this summer.  Join your fellow club members and 

spend an evening viewing through the big scope! 
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Members Photo Section 

If you have any photos you would like to have included in our monthly newsletter, send them to the editor at:  

timberlodge@yahoo.com - Please include some details of settings, equipment , date and time.  Please send a high resolution image 

if possible. 

Image Title:  Eclipse from west coast 

Author:   Lois and Larry Weyers 

Camera:  Sony Cyber-Shot DSC-HX1 with solar filter 

Author:   Gerry Kocken 

Details:  Sony Cyber-Shot 

Author:   Steve Molfe 

Details: Orion 80mm Short Tube 

Lots of great photos of the 

eclipse were taken by the 

group. 

 

Thanks for sharing! 
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Thank Goodness for Magnetism  
By Dr. Tony Phillips —Space Place Partners 

 

Only 93 million miles from Earth, a 
certain G-type star is beginning to 
act up.  
 
Every 11 years or so, the solar cy-
cle brings a period of high solar ac-
tivity. Giant islands of magnetism—
”sunspots”—break through the stel-
lar surface in increasing numbers. 
Sometimes they erupt like a billion 
atomic bombs going off at once, 
producing intense flares of X-rays 
and UV radiation, and hurling mas-
sive clouds of plasma toward Earth. 
 
This is happening right now. Only a 
few years ago the Sun was in a 
state of deep quiet, but as 2012 
unfolds, the pendulum is swinging. 
Strong flares are becoming com-
monplace as sunspots once again 
pepper the solar disk. Fortunately, 
Earth is defended from solar storms 
by a strong, global magnetic field. 
 
In March 2012, those defenses 
were tested. 
 
At the very beginning of the month, 
a remarkable sunspot appeared on 
the Sun’s eastern limb. AR1429, as 
experts called it, was an angry-
looking region almost as wide as 
the planet Jupiter. Almost as soon 
as it appeared, it began to erupt. 
During the period March 2nd to 
15th, it rotated across the solar disk 
and fired off more than 50 flares. 
Three of those eruptions were X-
class flares, the most powerful kind. 
 
As the eruptions continued almost 
non-stop, Earth’s magnetic field 
was buffeted by coronal mass ejec-
tions or “CMEs.” One of those 
clouds hit Earth’s magnetosphere 
so hard, our planet’s magnetic field 
was sharply compressed, leaving 
geosynchronous satellites on the 
outside looking in. For a while, the 
spacecraft were directly exposed to 
solar wind plasma. 
 

Charged particles propelled by the 
blasts swirled around Earth, produc-
ing the strongest radiation storm in 
almost 10 years. When those parti-
cles rained down on the upper at-
mosphere, they dumped enough en-
ergy in three days alone (March 7-
10) to power every residence in New 
York City for two years. Bright auro-
ras circled both poles, and Northern 
Lights spilled across the Canadian 
border into the lower 48 states. Lumi-
nous sheets of red and green were 
sighted as far south as Nebraska. 
When all was said and done, the 
defenses held—no harm done. 
This wasn’t the strongest solar storm 
in recorded history—not by a long 
shot. That distinction goes to the 
Carrington Event of September 1859 
when geomagnetic activity set tele-
graph offices on fire and sparked 
auroras over Mexico, Florida, and 
Tahiti. Even with that in mind, how-
ever, March 2012 was remarkable 
It makes you wonder, what if? What 
if Earth didn’t have a magnetic field 
to fend off CMEs and deflect the 
most energetic particles from the 
Sun. 
 

The answer might lie on Mars. The 
red planet has no global magnetic 
field and as a result its atmosphere 
has been stripped away over time 
by CMEs and other gusts of solar 
wind. At least that’s what many re-
searchers believe. Today, Mars is a 
desiccated and apparently lifeless 
wasteland. 
 
This article was provided by the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, California 
Institute of Technology, under a 
contract with the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.  

Multiple-wavelength view of X5.4 solar flare on March 6, captured by the 
Solar Dynamics Observatory (SDO) in multiple wavelengths (94, 193, 335 
angstroms). Credit: NASA/SDO/AIA  
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Object of the Month (continued) 
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Object of the Month (continued) 
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Object of the Month (continued) 

Thank you to Dick Francini 

for putting together these 

great presentations for each 

monthly meeting! 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 
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DSLR—Astrophotography (continued) 

Thank you to Rodrego 

Roesch for this very in-

formative presentation. 
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Classified Section 

The Eyepiece 

First Private Docking with ISS—COTS/NASA 
By David Wagner 

The website has a FOR SALE  link in the 
members only forums area of the site.  
Check it out! 
We are looking for submissions from indi-
viduals with items for sale or wanted to buy.  
To keep the items for sale relevant to the 
group, please limit items to the areas of 
Astronomy, Observing, Optics, Science or 
other related fields. 
To submit an ad please provide the follow-
ing: 
Item Description 
Item Photo (.jpg format is best) 
Item Price 

Contact Name 
Contact method (phone or email address) 
 
Please email the advertisement information 
to editor: 
timberlodge@yahoo.com 
 
Please don’t forget to let me know if the 
item sells so I can remove it from next 
months newsletter. 

FOR SALE 
 

Celestron C5 in good shape.   

 Inc visual back and diagonal.   

 Mount is a Smartstar GPS on a Rigid Contrator tripod.  12V cable  

 $225 

 Contact Tom King 406-1387 or thinger62@yahoo.com 

 

Set of 4 super-wide long relief eye pieces from OWL. 

 6MM, 9MM, 15MM, 20MM + Meade 12.5 ortho 

 $100 for all 5 

 Contact Tom King 406-1387 or thinger62@yahoo.com 

 

 

Meade LXD55 127mm f/9.3 refractor.  includes the OTA with a 9x50 straight-

through finder and tube rings, and the equatorial mount with Vixen-compatible 

dovetail and Autostar controller and 2" Celestron mirror diagonal.    Contact 

Tom Riederer  920-734-0248 or hubris47@yahoo.com 

 

 

While many of us still morn the loss of 
the shuttle program, we have a new 
success to cheer in the field of space 
travel.  SpaceX Dragon and Falcon 9 
launches and docks with the Internation-

al Space Station. 

Following a successful launch on May 
22nd, the  Dragon capsule is captured 
by the ISS arm on May 25th and at-
tached to the space station docking 
port.  This marks the first successful com-

mercial flight to the ISS. 

 

For more detailed information on the 
COTS mission, please visit the following 

links 

http://www.spacex.com/downloads/

COTS-2-Press-Kit-5-14-12.pdf 
Photos: http://spacexlaunch.zenfolio.com/ 

Video: http://vimeo.com/spacexlaunch/videos 

Photo Courtesty of SpaceX / NASA 
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.  

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Tom Cashman 

tcash99930@aol.com 

920-432-2261 

 

Bob Lundt 

920-750-3244 

 

Bob Nelezen 

robertn330@gmail.com 

920-621-7656 

 

Rodrigo Roesch 

rroesch@gmail.com 

920-634-5548 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Rep 

Observatory Key Holders 

 

 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

 

Website 

Newsletter 

 

 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Wayne Huhn 

Gerry Kocken 

George McCourt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Gary Bair 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

Gerry Kocken 

Gerry Kocken 

Bob Nelezen 

Scott Thompson 

David Wagner 

Officers 

President 

Gerry Kocken 

president@npmas.org  

920-676-6363 

 

Vice President 

Steve Mofle 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-788-8855 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Wayne Kuhn 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-468-0765 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Muse-

um Astronomical Society. Materi-

al in The Eyepiece may be re-

printed for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer. The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 

The Eyepiece 

Editor : David Wagner 

Circulation : 85 

Submissions can be emailed to 

timberlodge@yahoo.com 

or mailed to 

7788 Timberline Rd. 

Oconto Falls, WI 54154 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the seven club telescopes 

available. Please contact one of the board members to 

make arrangements. The seven telescopes available are: 

10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain 

8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  

Visit Club Website Today 

http://www.npmas.org 


