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Comet Garradd
The Comet That

Monthly Meeting
JULY 11TH —
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Won’t Quit!

Monthly Meeting
AUGUST 8TH

Photo by Rodrigo Roush

Regular Features:

Venus Transit Viewing
by David Wagner
The club had an excellent turnout
and some perfect conditions for the
transit of Venus. The club members had a lot of equipment on hand
to share this once in a lifetime
event. Thought the afternoon, the
club played host to a number of
curious visitors to the park giving
many of these people their first
view through a telescope. Check
out the photo section for some of
the excellent images of the transit.
Thank you to all who brought their
equipment.
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Full Moon

2

Full Moon

19

New Moon

5

Curiosity Rover Lands on Mars

28,29

Aquarids Meteor Shower

Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Visible

12,13

Perseids Meteor Shower

17

New Moon

31

Full Moon
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn Visible

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2012.html
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/
http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past
By George McCourt

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia
1. Question: Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc.
Answer: The photo was taken at the home of the person in the photo
on Rosemont Dr. Green Bay.
2. Question: What date or year was the photo taken?
Answer: The photo was taken in March 1974
3. Question: Who are the people in the photograph?

This Month’s Photo Trivia

Answer: NPMAS founding member Ronald Parmentier

1. Where was the photo taken?
Place, Event, etc.

4. Question: What tcope is in the photo? Who made the telescope?

2. What date or year was the photo taken?
3. What groups are in the
photograph?
4. What telescopes are housed at
this location?
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Answer: The telescope is a 1902 vintage 5-1/2 inch Petitdidier
refractor telescope. The telescope was made by Octave Leon
Petitdidier who was born in France in 1853. The telescope in the
photo was owned by Stephen Walther, the founder of Astronomy
Magazine. Ronald Parmentier restored the telescope for Mr. Walther. Following the death of Stephen Walther, the telescope was
displayed in the foyer of Astronomy Magazine. In March of 1999
the telescope was knocked over by cleaning crews and the lens
was fractured. In 1908, Petitdidier’s objective lenses sold for $80
for a 3” and $1250 for an 8” lens.
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New Member Welcome
Mat
Welcome to the club. Please feel free to make
use of the club telescopes, Parmetier observing
weekends, telescope workshop, monthly meetings, club functions and the depth of knowledge
found in all of our club members. We look forward to having you as members and friends!

Please Welcome our Newest Members:
Chad Hughes
Green Bay, WI
Terry and Nina Schmitt
Depere, Wi
______________________
Please be sure to pass along a copy of the
news letter or the link to our website to any
potential new members.

Transit of Venus by Chris Christopherson

Curiosity to Land on Mars
By David Wagner

If all goes as planned the twin rovers
on mars will have a big brother. The
rover Curiosity is scheduled to land on
mars on August 5th. The Curiosity is
much larger than the two previous rovers and has the ability to dig beneath
the surface of the red plant. The
planned landing site is Gale Crater.
The crater should offer a excellent opportunity to dig deeper into the type of
rock formations found by the previous
rovers to hold such enticing signs of
water.
In roughly 26 days, the rover should
enter mars orbit and following a plunge
through the atmosphere will fire a series of pyrotechnic blasts that will eject
the weights used for the planetary lifting entry, remove the heat shield and
deploy the parachute.
The rover should touch down and prepare for months of scientific discovery.
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July Meeting
The regular July Meeting will be
held at the Neville Public Museum
on Wednesday the 11th.
Meeting starts at 7PM
Photo Courtesy of NASA/JPL
At over 2000 pounds and standing nearly
7 feet tall, this rover is packed with more
hardware and instruments designed to
hunt for signs of water and possible life.
See the NASA website for more information and up to the minute mission status.
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/msl/
index.html

Board Meeting
Exact date has not been
determined at this time. 
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International Dark Sky Contest
David Wagner

Enter the International Dark-Sky Association's Darksky Giveaway for an
astronomically grand prize- a set of eight
TeleVue Ethos eyepieces valued at
$5,665, generously donated by Televue
Optics.
To enter the IDA's Darksky Giveaway, you
must be an IDA member before the
entry closeout date of August 31, 2012. If
you are not a member, joining is
easy and the cost of a one-year membership
is only $35.00. To join or renew
your membership, visit www.darksky.org
and select the "Join" tab at the top
of the webpage. You can also join by calling the IDA office at (520)
293-3198. Entering to win is also a
breeze. Visit darksky.org/giveaway
where you can fill out the entry form online
and read the official rules.
Individual memberships help IDA perform
its mission in stopping light
pollution and helps to support its many
programs. Through the International
Dark Sky Places program, IDA and its partners certify locations with
exceptional nightscapes as International
Dark Sky Communities, International
Dark Sky Parks, and International Dark Sky
Reserves. The Dark Sky Parks and

Image supplied by NASA Visible Earth
Protected Area Program currently works
with national parks to help them
utilize quality outdoor lighting. IDA's new
Suburban Outreach Sites project
partners with astronomy clubs to establish
accessible programs for kids and
their parents. These programs help IDA to
engage communities and to raise awareness
and ultimately "to preserve and protect the
nighttime environment
and our heritage of dark skies through environmentally responsible outdoor
lighting."

which is why IDA is thrilled to offer its
members such a premium giveaway from
Televue Optics. Make sure you enter the
DarkSky Giveaway by the
deadline and good luck!
To learn more, visit www.darksky.org.
The winner will be announced at the Pacific Astronomy and Telescope Show in
September 2012, but does not need to
attend PATS to win.

IDA members make a big difference in their
communities and around the world,

Telescope Workshop
Open Tuesday Nights
Gerry Kocken has started up the telescope workshop on Tuesday nights.
If you have any telescope repairs,
questions about telescopes, mirrors to
grind, or just a general interest in astronomy and observing stop by Gerry’s place.
Watch your email or Call to verify the
workshop is on before going.

ers to the group. Gerry has a large
collection of antique and modern telescopes and all the hardware, equipment and knowledge to help you get
going in observing. Plus it is an excellent way to meet others in the NPMAS
club.
With the construction in the area, it is
best to take the frontage road to
Grant Street.

Location
1519 Grant St.
Depere, WI 54115
Head to far rear building on the south
side of the property. Use the back
door to enter.
Phone: 920-676-6363

This is a excellent source for newcom-
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2012 Schedule of Event for NPMAS
July 11

Monthly Meeting, Dick Francini “The Local Group and Neighborhood”

July 13-14

Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend

July 19-22

Wisconsin Observers Weekend, Waupaca WI

July 24

AirVenture Star Party (EAA Site, July 25 and 26 are back up dates)

August 8

Monthly Meeting, Steve Mofle (subject to be determined)

August 10-11

Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend

August 12-13

Persied Meteors Peak

August 17-18

Northwoods Starfest, Fall Creek WI

September 12

Monthly Meeting, Jim Sentowski (subject to be determined)

September 13-16

Prairie Skies Party, Kankakee IL

September 14-15

Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend

October 6

Public Observing Night, Bay Beach Amusement Park

October 10

Monthly Meeting, Observing Night/Back up Presentation Recap EAA

October 12-13

Crivitz Observing Weekend

October 19-20

Kroes Observing Weekend

November 9-10

Kroes Observing Weekend

November 14

Monthly Meeting, Tony Kroes “Supernovas”

November 16-17

Kroes Observing Weekend

November 18

Leonid Meteors Peak (verify date)

December 12

Monthly Meeting “Year in Review”

December 13-14

Geminid Meteors Peak

December 14-15

Windjammers Observing Weekend

Don’t forget to take advantage of the Parmentier observing
weekends this summer. Join your fellow club members and
spend an evening viewing through the big scope!
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Members Photo Section
If you have any photos you would like to have included in our monthly newsletter, send them to the editor at:
timberlodge@yahoo.com - Please include some details of settings, equipment , date and time. Please send a high resolution image
if possible.

Lots of great photos of the
Transit of Venus were taken by
the group.
Thanks for sharing!

Image Title: Transit of Venus
Author: Rodrio Roesch

Image Title: Transit of Venus
Author: Jim Sentowski

Image Title: Transit of Venus
Author: Chris Christopherson
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How Many Discoveries Can You Make in a Month?
By Dr. Tony Phillips —Space Place Partners

This year NASA has announced the
discovery of 11 planetary systems
hosting 26 planets; a gigantic cluster of galaxies known as “El Gordo;” a star exploding 9 billion light
years away; alien matter stealing
into the solar system; massive bullets of plasma racing out of the galactic center; and hundreds of unknown objects emitting high-energy
photons at the edge of the electromagnetic spectrum.
That was just January.
Within NASA’s Science Mission
Directorate, the Astrophysics Division produces such a list nearly
every month. Indeed, at this very
moment, data is pouring in from
dozens of spacecraft and orbiting
observatories.
“The Hubble, Spitzer, Chandra,
and Fermi space telescopes continue to make groundbreaking discoveries on an almost daily basis,”
says NASA Administrator Charlie
Bolden.
NASA astrophysicists and their colleagues conduct an ambitious research program stretching from the
edge of the solar system to the
edge of the observable Universe.
Their work is guided in large part by
the National Research Council’s
Decadal Survey of Astronomy and
Astrophysics, which identified the
following priorities:
Finding new planets—and
possibly new life—around
other stars.
Discovering the nature of
dark energy and dark matter.
Understanding how stars
and galaxies have evolved
since the Big Bang.
Studying exotic physics in
extreme places like black
holes.
Observing time on Hubble and the
other “Great Observatories” is allocated accordingly.
Smaller missions are important, too:
The Kepler spacecraft, which is onVolume 24, Issue 7

Artist’s concepts such as this one are based on infrared spectrometer data from
NASA’s Spitzer Space Telescope. This rendering depicts a quadruple-star system
called HD 98800. The system is approximately 10 million years old and is located 150
light-years away in the constellation Crater. Credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech/T. Pyle (SSC)

ly “medium-sized” by NASA standards, has single-handedly identified
more than 2300 planet candidates.
Recent finds include planets with
double suns, massive “superEarths” and “hot Jupiters,” and a
miniature solar system. It seems to
be only a matter of time before Kepler locates an Earth-sized world in
the Goldilocks zone of its parent star,
just right for life.
A future astrophysics mission, the
James Webb Space Telescope, will
be able to study the atmospheres of
many of the worlds Kepler is discovering now. The telescope’s spectrometers can reveal the chemistry of
distant exoplanets, offering clues to
their climate, cloud cover, and possibilities for life.
That’s not the telescope’s prime mission, though. With a primary mirror
almost 3 times as wide as Hubble’s,
and a special sensitivity to penetrating infrared radiation, Webb is designed to look into the most distant
recesses of the universe to see how
the first stars and galaxies formed
after the Big Bang. It is, in short, a
Genesis Machine.
Says Bolden, “We’re on track in the

construction of the James Webb
Space Telescope, the most sophisticated science telescope ever constructed to help us reveal the mysteries of the cosmos in ways never
before possible.” Liftoff is currently
scheduled for 2018.
How long will the list of discoveries
be in January of that year? Stay
tuned for Astrophysics.
For more on NASA’s astrophysics
missions, check out http://
science.nasa.gov/astrophysics/.
Kids can get some of their mindboggling astrophysics questions
answered by resident Space Place
astrophysicist “Dr. Marc” at http://
spaceplace.nasa.gov/dr-marcspace.

This article was provided by the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology,
under a contract with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
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Object of the Month (continued)

Comet Garradd Facts
•

Discovered in August 2009 G. J. Garradd

•

First became visible to amateur astronomers in July 2011

•

Still visible today almost one year later!

•

Was 6th magnitude for around 6 months (from Oct 2011 until
March 2012), making it easily visible through small scopes and
binoculars (almost naked eye)

•

The longest any comet has been this bright since Hale Bopp in 1997

•

Currently moving away from us and down to 9.5 magnitude.

•

Currently in Cancer which will soon be dropping below the
nighttime horizon

Comet Garradd passed close to many deep sky objects
during the last year.
•
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Close to M71
8/26/11

•

Passing almost in
front of M71
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Object of the Month (continued)

More close passes.
•

Going by the Coat hanger (Open
Cluster CR 399) on 9/9/11

•

Near M92 on 2/3/12

•

Note the two tails, ion to left and
dust to right

Why did Comet Garradd hang around so long?
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•

It’s unusually bright and large so it was visible from great
distances

•

Somewhat unusual “circumpolar” orbit, so it was high in the
sky near the zenith for many months

•

Seemed to be moving slower due to it’s large distance from
the Earth

•

If it had come closer to either the Sun or the Earth it would
have been a spectacular naked eye comet for many months
(any would have been classified a “Great Comet”).
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Object of the Month (continued)

Comet Garradd’s Orbit
Note the two tails, dust tail in red and ion trail in light
blue

A few more facts
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•

Closest to Sun on 12/23/11, but still a distant 1.55
AU’s

•

Never got very close to the Earth either, closest on
3/5/12 at 1.27 AU’s, part of the reason it seemed to
move so slow

•

Part of the time that it was at it’s brightest in Oct and
Nov 2011 it was 2.0 AU’s from Earth

•

Could be visible for most of the rest of the year from
Southern Hemisphere.
The Eyepiece

Object of the Month (continued)

Garradd’s Path
•

In Hercules from mid Sept
2011 through mid Feb 2012!
5 months!

•

Late Feb to Late
March

Garradd’s position in May in
Cancer
Thank you to Dick Francini
for putting together these
great presentations for each
monthly meeting!
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Classified Section
The website has a FOR SALE link in the
members only forums area of the site.
Check it out!
We are looking for submissions from individuals with items for sale or wanted to buy.
To keep the items for sale relevant to the
group, please limit items to the areas of
Astronomy, Observing, Optics, Science or
other related fields.
To submit an ad please provide the following:
Item Description
Item Photo (.jpg format is best)
Item Price
Contact Name
Contact method (phone or email address)

FOR SALE
Meade LXD55 127mm f/9.3 refractor. includes the OTA with a 9x50 straightthrough finder and tube rings, and the equatorial mount with Vixen-compatible
dovetail and Autostar controller and 2" Celestron mirror diagonal. Contact
Tom Riederer 920-734-0248 or hubris47@yahoo.com
Keyspan usb/serial adapter with disk. Also included are 2 other no-name
serial/usb adapter. Also included are 2 adapters from the handset to the
Keyspan, one is Meade and one Celestron. $20 for all.
Tom King email thinger62@yahoo.com

Please email the advertisement information
to editor:
timberlodge@yahoo.com
Please don’t forget to let me know if the
item sells so I can remove it from next
months newsletter.

Object of the Month (continued)

Early heads up on new Comet C/2011
PanSTARRS L4
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•

It may be a naked eye comet in March 2013

•

Early estimates of it’s track indicate it could be as bright
as magnitude 0, STAY TUNED

•

It will be much lower in the sky then Garradd

•

Early comet brightness predictions are often not very
accurate

•

Weird name due to it being discovered by an asteroid
tracking program named Pan-STARRS

•

Will pass much closer to the Earth and the Sun then
Garradd
The Eyepiece

Club Member Services
LOANER TELESCOPES

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for
a one month period, one of the seven club telescopes
available. Please contact one of the board members to
make arrangements. The seven telescopes available are:

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.

10 inch Dobsonian Telescope
60 mm Bushnell Voyager
8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope
13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope
Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star
4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain
8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety
of topics including observing, the
solar system, stars and more. Items
can be checked out at monthly club
meeting or by contacting Tom Cashman at 920-432-2261.

NPMAS BOARD
Officers
President
Gerry Kocken
president@npmas.org
920-676-6363
Vice President
Steve Mofle
vicepresident@npmas.org
920-788-8855
Treasurer
Dick Francini
treasurer@npmas.org
920-338-8504
Secretary
Wayne Kuhn
secretary@npmas.org
920-468-0765

Crivitz Observing
This is the private residence of Dave
Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in
the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with
electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call
ahead to make arrangements.
Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296
Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located
Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome
anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959.

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Board Members
Shawn Beauparlant
LABSPB@yahoo.com
920-265-4550
Tom Cashman
tcash99930@aol.com
920-432-2261
Bob Lundt
920-750-3244
Bob Nelezen
robertn330@gmail.com
920-621-7656
Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
920-634-5548

Visit Club Website Today
http://www.npmas.org
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Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30
inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or set up
their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Observatory Representative
Don DeWitt—920-405-8534

ALCor Representative
Brian Chopp
Awards Coordinator Chris Schroeder
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya
Wayne Huhn
Einstein Science Expo
Gerry Kocken
Historian
George McCourt
Holiday Party
Dick Francini
Librarian
Tom Cashman
Membership
Dick Francini
Messier Marathon
Wayne Kuhn
NCRAL Convention
Katrina DeWitt
Night Sky Network
Gerry Kocken
Gary Bair
Observatory Rep
Don DeWitt
Observatory Key Holders Gary Baier
Don DeWitt
Dick Francini
Properties
Gerry Kocken
Public Outreach
Gerry Kocken
Bob Nelezen
Website
Scott Thompson
Newsletter
David Wagner

The Eyepiece
Editor : David Wagner
Circulation : 85
Submissions can be emailed to
timberlodge@yahoo.com
or mailed to
7788 Timberline Rd.
Oconto Falls, WI 54154

The Eyepiece is a monthly publication of the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society. Material in The Eyepiece may be reprinted for nonprofit use with
proper credit and consent from
both the editor and writer. The
editor reserves the right to accept or refuse, edit for content,
etc., any article or image submitted for publication.
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