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Please join us for a public 

observing event at the Bril-

lion Nature Center on Satur-

day, September 22. As you 

may recall, the BNC was the 

site for our Messier Mara-

thon this past spring. In lieu 

of charging us for the site, 

the NPMAS agreed to pro-

vide a public observing 

night as payment. A “win/

win” deal for both of us. 

Public Observing at Brillion Nature Center 
by Wayne Kuhn  

August Object of  the Month—Dark Nebulas 
By Dick Francini Cont. Page 4 

We are scheduled to provide 

a talk starting at 7:00 pm 

and hopefully have clear 

skies for observing until 

9:30 pm. The BNC is adver-

tising it in their newsletter 

as well as at their facility so 

we could use as many 

scopes as possible. Please 

come on out and bring your 

scope, binoculars or just 

yourself to help out. 

The Brillion Nature Center 

is located at W1135 Deer-

view Road in Brillion, WI. 

The phone number for the 

BNC is 920-756-3591.  

 

Here is a link to directions: 

http://

www.brillionnaturecenter.n

et/your-visit-programs/

directions 

What or Dark Nebulas?

• They appear to be voids in the star fields.

• But they are not voids, they are clouds of gas 
and dust.

• They are dense enough to obscure or block 
light from objects behind them, thus causing 
what appears as voids.

• I started the AL Dark Nebula program recently 
at WOW.

• I quickly realized I have given little of no 
attention to DN’s and suspect this is typical of 
most of us. 
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September 2012 

16 New Moon 

22 Equinox 

29 Uranus at Opposition 

30 Full Moon 

31  

 Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn 

Ocotober 2012 

15 New Moon 

20 Astronomy Day 

20,21 Orionids Meteor Shower 

29 Full Moon 

  

 Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn 

Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo taken? 

Place, Event, etc. 

2. What date or year was the 

photo taken? 

3. What is the scissors lift being 

used for? 

4. What challenge are the par-

ticipants attempting? 

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Question: Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc. 

Answer: Las Cruces New Mexico.  Event was two week, 6000 mile tour of observatories, plane-

tariums and astronomical sites taken by Ron Parmentier and George McCourt 

2. Question: What date or year was the photo taken? 

Answer: 1980 

3. Question: Who is the person in the photograph? 

Answer: Clyde Tombaugh who discovered the planet Pluto on February 18, 1930 at Lowell 

Observatory in Flagstaff Arizona. While comparing the glass photographic plates taken on 

1/23 & 1/29/1930 of the region of the star Delta Geminorum using the Blink Comparator, he 

detected the telltale shift of a faint star like image. Ron & George were given a special inside 

tour of the 13 inch Astrographic Telescope with which Clyde discovered Pluto and were also 

treated to viewing the original Pluto discovery glass plates on the origional Blink Comparator. 

4. Question: What telescopes are in the photo?  

Answer:   9” Newtonian Reflector built in 1928 by Mr. Tombaugh from hand ground mirrors 

and farm machinery.  The large scope is a Newtonian made by Mr .Tombaugh with both a 16” 

f10 primary and an 18” F4.5 for alternative viewing with the same scope. 

 

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2012.html 
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/                     http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html 
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Please Welcome our Newest Members: 

No New Members This Month 

______________________ 

Please be sure to pass along a copy of the 

news letter or the link to our website to any 

potential new members. 

telescope to take my own data. In stark 

contrast. everyone observing at Mt Para-

nal tonight is taking data for someone 

else. 

 

The Mt. Paranal astronomers each spend 

105 nights a year here on the mountain 

performing various duties, including tak-

ing data for other astronomers. The latter, 

they call “executing the queue.” Head-

quarters in Germany decides what parts 

of the sky will have priority on any given 

night (the queue). Then the Mt. Paranal 

astronomers march up the mountain and 

carry out this program, choosing calibra-

tors, filling the log books, and adapting to 

changing conditions. They send the data 

back to headquarters, and from there it 

makes its way out to the wider astronomi-

cal community for study. 

 

This new way of working allows the Mt. 

Paranal astronomers to specialize in just 

one or two telescope instruments each. 

Surely this plan is more efficient than the 

old-fashioned way, where each of us had 

to learn every instrument we used from 

scratch—sifting through manuals at 3:00 

AM when the filter wheel got stuck or the 

cryogen ran out, watching precious ob-

serving time tick away. Here at Mt. Para-

nal, much of the work is done in a big 

room full of people, not off by yourself, 

reducing some dangers of the process. 

Also, queue observing cuts down on 

plane travel, an important step for cutting 

carbon emissions. 

 

It’s a brand new age, I thought as I 

watched the giant domes spin in the si-

First a caravan of white observatory 

cars arrives, winding up the narrow 

road to the 2600-m- (~8500-foot-) 

high summit. Then the shutters 

around the domes open, and rays 

from the setting sun alight on colos-

sal mirrors and metal struts. It’s the 

beginning of another busy night at 

Mt. Paranal, Chile, where I am 

learning about new, more efficient 

ways of managing a modern obser-

vatory. 

 

I stepped into the observatory’s con-

trol room to soak up some of the 

new, unfamiliar culture. Here, under 

florescent lights and drop ceilings 

are banks of computer screens, one 

bank to control each of the four big 

telescopes on the mountaintop and a 

few others too. At each bank sits 

two people, a telescope operator and 

an astronomer. 

 

The layout of this workspace was 

not unfamiliar to me. But the way 

these Mt. Paranal astronomers work 

certainly was. When I was cutting 

my teeth at Mt. Palomar observatory 

in California, I would only go to the 
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New Member Welcome Mat 

September Meeting 

The regular September Meeting 

will be held at the Neville Public 

Museum on Wednesday the 12th.   

Meeting starts at 7PM  

 

 

Board Meeting 
Exact date has not been 

determined at this time.  

Welcome to the club.  Please feel free to make 

use of the club telescopes, Parmetier observing 

weekends, telescope workshop, monthly meet-

ings, club functions and the depth of knowledge 

found in all of our club members.  We look for-

ward to having you as members and friends! 

A Brand New Age: Queue Observing at Mt. Paranal 
Dr. Marc J. Kuchner—Space Place Partners 

lent, cold Chilean night. And maybe 

with queue observing, some of the 

romance is gone. Still, my colleagues 

and I couldn’t help saying as we 

stared out across the moonlit moun-

tains: I can’t believe how lucky we 

are to be here. 

Dr. Marc J. Kuchner is an astrophysi-

cist at the Exoplanets and Stellar As-

trophysics Laboratory at NASA’s 

Goddard Space Flight Center. 

NASA’s Astrophysics Division works 

on big questions about the origin and 

evolution of the universe, galaxies, 

and planetary systems.  



ers to the group.  Gerry has a large 

collection of antique and modern tele-

scopes and all the hardware, equip-

ment and knowledge to help you get 

going in observing.  Plus it is an excel-

lent way to meet others in the NPMAS 

club. 

With the construction in the area, it is 

best to take the frontage road to 

Grant Street. 

 

Location 

1519 Grant St. 

Depere, WI 54115 

Head to far rear building on the south 

side of the property. Use the back 

door to enter. 

Phone: 920-676-6363 

Gerry Kocken has started up the tele-

scope workshop on Tuesday nights. 

If you have any telescope repairs, 

questions about telescopes, mirrors to 

grind, or just a general interest in as-

tronomy and observing stop by Ger-

ry’s place. 

Watch your email or Call to verify the 

workshop is on before going. 

This is a excellent source for newcom-
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Telescope Workshop  
Open Tuesday Nights 

The Eyepiece 

August Object of the month continued on page 7 

 

The Largest Dark Nebula-The Great Rift 

Map of The Great Rift
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September 12 Monthly Meeting, Jim Sentowski (subject to be determined) 

September 13-16 Prairie Skies Party, Kankakee IL 

September 14-15 Parmentier’s Observatory Weekend 

October 6  Public Observing Night, Bay Beach Amusement Park 

October 10 Monthly Meeting, Observing Night/Back up Presentation Recap EAA 

October 12-13 Crivitz Observing Weekend 

October 19-20 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 9-10 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 14 Monthly Meeting, Tony Kroes “Supernovas” 

November 16-17 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 18 Leonid Meteors Peak (verify date) 

December 12 Monthly Meeting “Year in Review” 

December 13-14 Geminid Meteors Peak 

December 14-15 Windjammers Observing Weekend  

2012 Schedule of Event for NPMAS 

Don’t forget to take 

advantage of the Par-

mentier observing 

weekends this sum-

mer.  Join your fellow 

club members and 

spend an evening 

viewing through the 

big scope! 

Title: Northwoods Starfest 

By: Gary Baier 
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Members Photo Section 

If you have any photos you would like to have included in our monthly newsletter, send them to the editor at:  

timberlodge@yahoo.com - Please include some details of settings, equipment , date and time.  Please send a high resolution image 

if possible. 

Image Title:  Milky Way 

Author:   Gary Baier 

Image Title:  Northwoods Starfest 

Author:   Gary Baier 

All these great pho-

tos were taken at the 

Northwoods 

Starfest.  Thanks to 

all of you who were 

willing to share their 

photos. 
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August Object of the Month continued page 8 
 

 

Observing DN’s
• Can be very easy, example is the Great Rift which can be 

seen naked eye.

• Some are naked eye but a bit tougher, example is the 
Prancing Horse which requires a very dark sky.

• Some require binoculars, example the Snake Nebula.

• Some are smaller and require a telescope, like DN’s 
associated with the Swan, Trifid, and Lagoon Nebula, and 
Ink Spot.

• Some are very tough like the Horsehead, which requires 

very dark skies and a special filter, H Beta. 

A Few More
• The Ink Spot with OC 

NGC 6520 next to it

• Lagoon in the 
Lagoon Nebula, M 8

Some Interesting DN’s
• Horsehead Nebula B 33 

and Flame  Nebula
• Dark lanes in Trifid 

Nebula, B85
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Classified Section 

The Eyepiece 

Object of the Month (continued) 

The website has a FOR SALE  link in the 
members only forums area of the site.  
Check it out! 
We are looking for submissions from indi-
viduals with items for sale or wanted to buy.  
To keep the items for sale relevant to the 
group, please limit items to the areas of 
Astronomy, Observing, Optics, Science or 
other related fields. 
To submit an ad please provide the follow-
ing: 
Item Description 
Item Photo (.jpg format is best) 
Item Price 

Contact Name 
Contact method (phone or email address) 
 
Please email the advertisement information 
to editor: 
timberlodge@yahoo.com 
 
Please don’t forget to let me know if the 
item sells so I can remove it from next 
months newsletter. 

FOR SALE 
 

Meade LXD55 127mm f/9.3 refractor.  includes the OTA with a 9x50 straight-

through finder and tube rings, and the equatorial mount with Vixen-compatible 

dovetail and Autostar controller and 2" Celestron mirror diagonal.    Contact 

Tom Riederer  920-734-0248 or hubris47@yahoo.com 

Celestron CPC1100 GPS 

 Telrad—2” Diameter 

 Counterweights—New updater hand control—Scope buggy 

 Contact: Rober Nelezen—920-621-7656 

 Email: robertn330@gmail.com 

16” Meade Reflector with Computer Controlled Equatorial mount to sell or 

trade 

 Don Stewart 

 906-438-2277—dstewart@alphacomm.net 

Eye Piece—198mm Televue Panoptic, 68 degree of field. 1.25”, roughly 11 yrs 

old. $160. Contact Dick Francini at  dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com 

Keyspan usb/serial adapter with disk.  Also included are 2 other no-name 

serial/usb adapter.  Also included are 2 adapters from the handset to the 

Keyspan, one is Meade and one Celestron.  $20 for all.   

 Most DN’s are Associated with the  
Summer Constellations.

• Most DN’s are fairly close to 
us.

• Most DN’s lie in the plane of 
the galaxy and are thus in 
the Milky portion of the sky. 

An edge on look at our 

galaxy. 

Pillars of Creation 
are also DN’s

• In the Eagle 
Nebula

• M16 in Serpens

• This is one of the 
most famous 
Hubble photos.
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.  

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Tom Cashman 

tcash99930@aol.com 

920-432-2261 

 

Bob Lundt 

920-750-3244 

 

Bob Nelezen 

robertn330@gmail.com 

920-621-7656 

 

Rodrigo Roesch 

rroesch@gmail.com 

920-634-5548 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Rep 

Observatory Key Holders 

 

 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

 

Website 

Newsletter 

 

 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Wayne Huhn 

Gerry Kocken 

George McCourt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Gary Bair 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

Gerry Kocken 

Gerry Kocken 

Bob Nelezen 

Scott Thompson 

David Wagner 

Officers 

President 

Gerry Kocken 

president@npmas.org  

920-676-6363 

 

Vice President 

Steve Mofle 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-788-8855 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Wayne Kuhn 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-468-0765 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Muse-

um Astronomical Society. Materi-

al in The Eyepiece may be re-

printed for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer. The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 

The Eyepiece 

Editor : David Wagner 

Circulation : 85 

Submissions can be emailed to 

timberlodge@yahoo.com 

or mailed to 

7788 Timberline Rd. 

Oconto Falls, WI 54154 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the seven club telescopes 

available. Please contact one of the board members to 

make arrangements. The seven telescopes available are: 

10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain 

8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  

Visit Club Website Today 

http://www.npmas.org 


