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The Eyepiece 

With the advent of large 
heavy 2 inch 100 degree 

eyepieces, the problem of 
needing extra counter weight 
on the mirror box side of 
Dobsonian Telescopes has 
greatly increased. This is es-
pecially an issue when looking 
at objects low in the sky. I 
also use a Paracorr Coma 
Corrector which is fairly 
heavy and adds to the weight 
problem. 
Most sliding weight systems 
you can find on the internet 
costs $100 or more. While I 
was at the Northern Nights 
Starfest in Northern Minneso-
ta I saw a great homemade 
system on the scope of one 
Minneapolis club member’s 
dobs, Ken. He had found a 
website for a product called 
the Universal “T” Track Kit. It 
consists of a blue track, dif-
ferent length bolts which side 
back and forth on the track 

pieces to make two dob 
weight slides, so I sold the 

other half of mine to Shawn 
who also was looking for a 
counter weight system for his 
dob. I was hoping I would 
only need one of the 2.5 lb. 
weights, but it turns out I need 
both to properly counter the 
weight of these larger eye-
pieces and the Paracorr. I 
included a picture of the 
weight slide on my scope and 
had the chance to try it out 
while I was at Prairie Skies 
this last weekend, it worked 
great. I added a screw down 
at the bottom of the slide, to 
act as a stop, so the weight 
would not slip off and fall on 
my toe in the middle of the 
night. I left the top open so I 
can remove the weights when 
I’m looking straight up. 
It’s a great solution that’s 
looks relatively professional, 
works quite well and only cost 
me $25!! Thanks Ken. 

Slide Weight Project for DOB Scopes 
By Dick Francini 

(see the picture below), and 
a nice knob which screws 

into the bolt and would hold 
the weigh in place. It ap-
pears this was made to put 
on a table saw to secure 
wood that you are cutting, 
but it certainly makes a su-
per weight slide system for 
a dob. Ken had purchased 
two 2.5 lb. weights from 
Wal-Mart at $2 a piece to 
add to his system. As this 
worked so well for him, I 
also bought these same 
weights. Ken had also add-
ed a piece of rigid plastic 
under his weights so they 
would slide better, I did this 
as well. The “T” track comes 
from Rockler Woodworking 
and Hardware; you can go 
check it out at their website 
at www.rockler.com/
product.cfm?
page=21276&rrt=1. 
The kit comes with enough 
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September 2012 

15 New Moon 

20 Astronomy Day 

20,21 Orionids Meteor Shower 

29 Full Moon 

  

 Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn 

November 2012 

13 New Moon 

11,12 North Taurid Meteor Shower 

16,17 Leonids Meteor Shower 

28 Full Moon 

  

 Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn 

Eye in the Sky 

 

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past 
By George McCourt 

This Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Where was the photo taken? 

Place, Event, etc. 

2. What date or year was the 

photo taken? 

3. Who are the people in the 

photo? 

4. What award was being pre-

sented at the event? 

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia 

1. Question: Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc. 

Answer: The location was the Neville Public Museum in Green Bay Wisconsin. The event was 

Astronomy Day which included displays and activities by the Neville Public Museum Astronomi-

cal Society. 

2. Question: What date or year was the photo taken? 

Answer: 4/17/2004 

3. Question: What was the scissors lift in the photo being used for? 

Answer: To drop bags connected to ballons from a high elevation. 

4. Question: What challenge are the participants attempting?  

Answer:   To drop eggs without breaking them upon impact with the ground.  The design of 

the bag contents was by the participants. 

 

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2012.html 
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/                     http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html 
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Please Welcome our Newest Members: 

Jeff and Elisabeth Harris, Little Suamico 

James Zavala, Green Bay 

Jeremiah Jesmok, Green Bay 

______________________ 

craft’s approximately 2-GHz radio signal. 

 

The Mariner 4 experiment revealed Mars’ 

thin atmosphere. Since then, successful 

radio science occultation experiments 

have been conducted at every planet and 

many large moons. And another one is on 

schedule to investigate Pluto and its com-

panion Charon, when the New Horizons 

spacecraft flies by in July 2015.  Also, 

during that flyby, a different kind of radio 

science experiment will investigate the 

gravitational field. 

 

The most recent radio science occultation 

experiment took place September 2, 

2012, when the Cassini spacecraft carried 

its three transmitters  behind Saturn. The-

se three different frequencies are all kept 

precisely “in tune” with one another, 

based on a reference frequency sent from 

Earth. Compared to observations of the 

free space for calibration just before in-

gress to occultation, the experiment 

makes it possible to tease out a wide vari-

ety of components in Saturn's ionosphere 

and atmosphere. 

 

Occultation experiments comprise only 

one of many categories of radio science 

experiments. Others include tests of Gen-

eral Relativity, studying the solar corona, 

mapping gravity fields, determining mass, 

and more.  They all rely on NASA’s 

Deep Space Network to capture the sig-

nals, which are then archived and studied. 

 

 

 

Mariner 2 to Venus, the first inter-

planetary flight, was launched Au-

gust 27 fifty years ago.  This was a 

time when scientists were first 

learning that Venus might not har-

bor jungles under its thick atmos-

phere after all. A Russian scientist 

had discovered that atmosphere dur-

ing the rare Venus transit of 1761, 

because of the effects of sunlight 

from behind. 

 

Mariner 2 proved interplanetary 

flight was possible, and our ability 

to take close-up images of other 

planets would be richly rewarding in 

scientific return. But it also meant 

we could use the spacecraft itself as 

a “light” source, planting it behind 

an object of our choosing and mak-

ing direct measurements.  

 

Mariner 4 did the first occultation 

experiment of this sort when it 

passed behind Mars as seen from 

Earth in July 1965. But, instead of 

visible light from the Sun, this oc-

cultation experiment used the space-
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New Member Welcome Mat 

Ocotober Meeting 

The regular September Meeting 

will be held at the Neville Public 

Museum on Wednesday the 12th.   

Meeting starts at 7PM  

 

 

Board Meeting 
Exact date has not been 

determined at this time.  

Welcome to the club.  Please feel free to make 

use of the club telescopes, Parmetier observing 

weekends, telescope workshop, monthly meet-

ings, club functions and the depth of knowledge 

found in all of our club members.  We look for-

ward to having you as members and friends! 

Doing Science With A Spacecrafts Signal 
David Doody—Space Place Partners 

Find out more about spacecraft sci-

ence experiments in “Basics of Space 

Flight,” a website and book by this 

author, http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/

basics.  Kids can learn all about 

NASA’s Deep Space Network by 

playing the “Uplink-Downlink” game 

at http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/dsn-

game  

http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/basics
http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/basics
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/dsn-game
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/dsn-game
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Members Photo Section 

If you have any photos you would like to have included in our monthly newsletter, send them to the editor at:  

timberlodge@yahoo.com - Please include some details of settings, equipment , date and time.  Please send a high resolution image 

if possible. 

Image Title:  Milky Way 

Author:   Gary Baier 

Image Title:  Northwoods Starfest 

Author:   Gary Baier 

All these great pho-

tos were taken at the 

Northwoods 

Starfest.  Thanks to 

all of you who were 

willing to share their 

photos. 
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2012 Schedule of Event for NPMAS 

October 6  Public Observing Night, Bay Beach Amusement Park 

October 10 Monthly Meeting, Observing Night/Back up Presentation Recap EAA 

October 12-13 Crivitz Observing Weekend 

October 19-20 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 9-10 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 14 Monthly Meeting, Tony Kroes “Supernovas” 

November 16-17 Kroes Observing Weekend 

November 18 Leonid Meteors Peak (verify date) 

December 12 Monthly Meeting “Year in Review” 

December 13-14 Geminid Meteors Peak 

December 14-15 Windjammers Observing Weekend  

Don’t forget to take ad-

vantage of the Parmentier 

observing weekends this 

summer.  Join your fellow 

club members and spend 

an evening viewing 

through the big scope! 

Crivits Weekend—Oct 12th 

We have a Crivitz weekend 

planned for this weekend, 

Friday Oct 12th 

and  Saturday Oct 13th, at 

Dave Jorgenson’s property 

west of Crivitz. This is a 

very dark sky site, if we get 

a good night the observing 

can be quite spectacular. 

Dave has some beds availa-

ble, but beds are somewhat 

limited, they will be on a 

first come basis. If you plan 

to attend please send me an 

email with which night you 

are coming (Dave needs an 

estimate of the # coming), 

also include if you want to 

spend the night and need a 

bed or if you plan to observe 

and go back to Green Bay. It 

appears we have 4 to 6 available 

beds, these are in the cabin with 

the potty and in the trailer on the 

observing field (heat but no potty 

in the trailer).  Cross your fingers 

that we have good weather and 

dress warmly. Right now Friday 

appears to be our best shot at 

good weather.  

 

Hope to see you all there! 

 

Thanks Dick Francini    
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Classified Section 

The Eyepiece 

The website has a FOR SALE  link in the 
members only forums area of the site.  
Check it out! 
We are looking for submissions from indi-
viduals with items for sale or wanted to buy.  
To keep the items for sale relevant to the 
group, please limit items to the areas of 
Astronomy, Observing, Optics, Science or 
other related fields. 
To submit an ad please provide the follow-
ing: 
Item Description 
Item Photo (.jpg format is best) 
Item Price 

Contact Name 
Contact method (phone or email address) 
 
Please email the advertisement information 
to editor: 
timberlodge@yahoo.com 
 
Please don’t forget to let me know if the 
item sells so I can remove it from next 
months newsletter. 

FOR SALE 
 

Meade LXD55 127mm f/9.3 refractor.  includes the OTA with a 9x50 straight-

through finder and tube rings, and the equatorial mount with Vixen-compatible 

dovetail and Autostar controller and 2" Celestron mirror diagonal.    Contact 

Tom Riederer  920-734-0248 or hubris47@yahoo.com 

Celestron CPC1100 GPS 

 Telrad—2” Diameter 

 Counterweights—New updater hand control—Scope buggy 

 Contact: Rober Nelezen—920-621-7656 

 Email: robertn330@gmail.com 

16” Meade Reflector with Computer Controlled Equatorial mount to sell or 

trade 

 Don Stewart 

 906-438-2277—dstewart@alphacomm.net 

Eye Piece—198mm Televue Panoptic, 68 degree of field. 1.25”, roughly 11 yrs 

old. $160. Contact Dick Francini at  dfrancinipkg@new.rr.com 

Keyspan usb/serial adapter with disk.  Also included are 2 other no-name 

serial/usb adapter.  Also included are 2 adapters from the handset to the 

Keyspan, one is Meade and one Celestron.  $20 for all.   

Telescope Workshop  
Open Tuesday Nights 

lent way to meet others in the NPMAS 

club. 

With the construction in the area, it is 

best to take the frontage road to 

Grant Street. 

 

Location 

1519 Grant St. 

Depere, WI 54115 

Head to far rear building on the south 

side of the property. Use the back 

door to enter. 

Phone: 920-676-6363 

Gerry Kocken has started up the tele-

scope workshop on Tuesday nights. 

If you have any telescope repairs, 

questions about telescopes, mirrors to 

grind, or just a general interest in as-

tronomy and observing stop by Ger-

ry’s place. 

Watch your email or Call to verify the 

workshop is on before going. 

This is a excellent source for newcom-

ers to the group.  Gerry has a large 

collection of antique and modern tele-

scopes and all the hardware, equip-

ment and knowledge to help you get 

going in observing.  Plus it is an excel-
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NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on 

private land and belonging to members of our club. 

Parmentier Observatory 

Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 

inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the larg-

est private observatory in Wisconsin. Mem-

bers may view through the 30 inch or set up 

their own telescopes in the adjoining field. 

Observatory Representative 

Don DeWitt—920-405-8534 

Crivitz Observing 

This is the private residence of Dave 

Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in 

the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site of-

fers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with 

electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call 

ahead to make arrangements. 

Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296 

Cedar Drive Observing 

This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located 

Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome 

anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.  

Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959. 

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Club Member Services 

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS NPMAS BOARD 

Board Members 

Shawn Beauparlant 

LABSPB@yahoo.com  

920-265-4550 

 

Tom Cashman 

tcash99930@aol.com 

920-432-2261 

 

Bob Lundt 

920-750-3244 

 

Bob Nelezen 

robertn330@gmail.com 

920-621-7656 

 

Rodrigo Roesch 

rroesch@gmail.com 

920-634-5548 

ALCor Representative 

Awards Coordinator 

Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya 

Einstein Science Expo 

Historian 

Holiday Party 

Librarian 

Membership 

Messier Marathon 

NCRAL Convention 

Night Sky Network 

 

Observatory Rep 

Observatory Key Holders 

 

 

Properties 

Public Outreach 

 

Website 

Newsletter 

 

 

Brian Chopp 

Chris Schroeder 

Wayne Huhn 

Gerry Kocken 

George McCourt 

Dick Francini 

Tom Cashman 

Dick Francini 

Wayne Kuhn 

Katrina DeWitt 

Gerry Kocken 

Gary Bair 

Don DeWitt 

Gary Baier 

Don DeWitt 

Dick Francini 

Gerry Kocken 

Gerry Kocken 

Bob Nelezen 

Scott Thompson 

David Wagner 

Officers 

President 

Gerry Kocken 

president@npmas.org  

920-676-6363 

 

Vice President 

Steve Mofle 

vicepresident@npmas.org 

920-788-8855 

 

Treasurer 

Dick Francini 

treasurer@npmas.org  

920-338-8504 

 

Secretary 

Wayne Kuhn 

secretary@npmas.org  

920-468-0765 

The Eyepiece is a monthly publi-

cation of the Neville Public Muse-

um Astronomical Society. Materi-

al in The Eyepiece may be re-

printed for nonprofit use with 

proper credit and consent from 

both the editor and writer. The 

editor reserves the right to ac-

cept or refuse, edit for content, 

etc., any article or image submit-

ted for publication. 

The Eyepiece 

Editor : David Wagner 

Circulation : 88 

Submissions can be emailed to 

timberlodge@yahoo.com 

or mailed to 

7788 Timberline Rd. 

Oconto Falls, WI 54154 

LOANER TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 

a one month period, one of the seven club telescopes 

available. Please contact one of the board members to 

make arrangements. The seven telescopes available are: 

10 inch Dobsonian Telescope 

60 mm Bushnell Voyager  

8 inch Triple Axis Newtonian Telescope 

13 inch f/4.5 Dobsonian Telescope 

Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star 

4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain 

8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain 

Club Library 

NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books 

and videos covering a wide variety 

of topics including observing, the 

solar system, stars and more. Items 

can be checked out at monthly club 

meeting or by contacting Tom Cash-

man at 920-432-2261.  

Visit Club Website Today 

http://www.npmas.org 


