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Jupiter Observing

November 2012

By Dick Francini (continued on page 4)

Upcoming Events

This Years Jupiter Observing Cycle
•

We are starting into a new Jupiter observing cycle.

•

Jupiter is rising around 11, but is low in the sky until well after
midnight, BUT

•

It keeps getting better each week, next month at this time it rises by
9.

•

At opposition on 12‐3 it transits at midnight. In late fall and most of
the winter, Jupiter will be high in the sky most of the evening.

•

It’s also getting larger and brighter as we approach opposition, this
year it hits 2.8 mag and 48” in size on 12‐3.

•

Last year opposition was on Oct 29th, but this year Jupiter is 10
degrees higher in the sky!!

Board Meeting
 TO BE ANOUNCED
Monthly Meeting
 NOVEMBER 14TH
-SUPERNOVAS
Monthly Meeting
 DECEMBER 12TH
-YEAR IN REVIEW

Jupiter this year vs. last year
•

Note the changes

Late Aug 2012
North band (NEB) is much
wider and appears to be two
distinct bands separated by
a lighter area.
•

NEB appears a pale
reddish or yellowish
color.

•

South band (SEB) is much
thinner and appears
darker then the NEB.

•

GRS seems dimmer with
less orange color without
a dark outline. I have not
had the chance to see it
yet this year.

•

•

Dark patches on the S
side of the north band
(NEB) make the band
look it has a darker
bumpy edge.
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Eye in the Sky
November 2012
13

December 2012

New Moon

3

Jupiter at Opposition

11,12

North Taurid Meteor Shower

13

New Moon

16,17

Leonids Meteor Shower

28

13-14

Full Moon

Geminids Meteor Shower

21

Solstice

28

Full Moon

Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn

Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2012.html
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/
http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html

From the NPMAS Historian—A Photo from the Past
By George McCourt

This Month’s Photo Trivia

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia

1.

Where was the photo taken?
Place, Event, etc.

1. Question: Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc.

2.

What date or year was the photo
taken?

Answer: The photo was taken in Madison Wisconsin at the North Central Region of the Astronomical league annual convention held in conjunction with the National Astronomical Leage
Convention.

3.

Who are the people in the photo?

2. Question: What date or year was the photo taken?

4.

Who attended this event the following year and became a guest
speaker at the 2001 NCRAL convention hosted by MPMAS in
Green Bay?

Answer: The photo was taken on 7/31/1993
3. Question: Who are the people in the photo?
Answer: The people from left to right are NPMAS members Steve Mofle, Brian Dickson,
Ronald Parmentier, Don DeWitt, George McCourt, and Ted Kordes.
4. Question: What award was being presented at the event?
Answer: The award was the NCRAL annual award. It is given to a member of the NCRAL
that demonstrates extraordinary skill, generosity and devotion to promoting amateur astronomy and support of the NCRAL events and goals. The 1993 award was presented to Ronald
Parmentier.
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New Member Welcome Mat

______________________

Welcome to the club. Please feel free to make
use of the club telescopes, Parmentier observing
weekends, telescope workshop, monthly meetings,
club functions and the depth of knowledge found
in all of our club members.

Please be sure to pass along a copy of the
news letter or the link to our website to any

We look forward to having you as members and
friends!

Please Welcome our Newest Members:
Scott Dickson, Neenah, Wi

A Cosmic Tease: Trials of the Herschel Space Telescope Science Teams
By Dr. Marc J. Kuchner —Space Place Partners

You see, this team is looking at a series of
images of stars taken by a device called a
bolometer that is blind to ordinary starlight.
Instead, the bolometer inside Herschel senses
infrared light, a kind of light that we would
probably refer to as heat if we could feel it.
But the idea of pointing the bolometer at the
stars was not to collect ordinary starlight. It
was to measure heat coming from the vicinity
of these stars, like an infrared security camera,
in case there was something else to be found
lurking nearby.
Vast fields of marble-sized chunks of
ice and rock spun slowly in the darkness
this week, and I sat in the back of a grey
conference room with white plastic
tables spread with papers and laptops. I
was sitting in on a meeting of an international team of astronomers gathered
to analyze data from the Herschel Infrared Observatory. This telescope, sometimes just called Herschel, orbits the
Sun about a million miles from the
Earth.
The meeting began with dinner at Karl’s
house. Karl charred chorizo on the backyard grill while the airplanes dribbled
into Dulles airport. Our colleagues arrived, jetlagged and yawning, from Germany, Sweden, and Spain, and we sat on
Karl’s couches catching up on the latest
gossip. The unemployment level in
Spain is about twenty percent, so research funding there is hard to come by
these days. That’s not nice to hear. But
it cheered us up to be with old friends.
The meeting commenced the next morning, as the vast fields of ice and rock
continued to spin—shards glinting in the
starlight. Or maybe they didn’t. Maybe
they didn’t exist at all.
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And lo and behold, for a handful of stars, the
bolometer measurements were off the charts!
Maybe something was orbiting these stars.
From the details of the bolometer readings—
which channels lit up and so on—you would
guess that this stuff took the form of majestic
fields or rings of icy and rocky particles. It
would be a new kind of disk, a discovery
worth writing home to Madrid about.
There are several teams of astronomers analyzing data from the Herschel Space Telescope. They call themselves by oddly inappropriate sounding acronyms: GASPS, DUNES,
DEBRIS. For the time being, the scientists on
these teams are the only ones with access to
the Herschel data. But in January, all the data
these teams are working on will suddenly be
released to the public. So they are all under
pressure to finish their work by then. The team
whose meeting I was sitting in on would like
to publish a paper about the new disks by
then.
But it’s not so simple. The stars that this team
had measured were relatively nearby as stars
go, less than a few hundred light years. But
the universe is big, and full of galaxies of all
kinds—a sea of galaxies starting from maybe
a hundred thousand light years away, and
stretching on and on. Maybe one of those

background galaxies was lined up with
each of the stars that had lit up the bolometer—fooling us into thinking they were
seeing disks around these stars.
The team argued and paced, and then
broke for lunch. We marched to the cafeteria through the rain. Meanwhile, vast
fields of marble-sized chunks of ice and
rock spun slowly in the darkness. Or maybe they didn’t.
What else did Herschel recently uncover?
Find out at http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/
comet-ocean.
Dr. Marc J. Kuchner is an astrophysicist
at the Exoplanets and Stellar Astrophysics
Laboratory at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center. NASA’s Astrophysics Division works on big questions about the
origin and evolution of the universe, galaxies, and planetary systems. Explore
more at http://www.science.nasa.gov/
astrophysics/.

November Meeting
The regular November Meeting
will be held at the Neville Public
Museum on Wednesday the 14th.
Meeting starts at 7PM

Board Meeting
Exact date has not been
determined at this time. 
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Members Photo Section
If you have any photos you would like to have included in our monthly newsletter, send them to the editor at:
timberlodge@yahoo.com - Please include some details of settings, equipment , date and time. Please send a high resolution image
if possible.

Location: Pound, WI
Camera: Canon Powershot
S2IS
ISO400, 13 sec exposure,
F3.7
Jarred Edgecombe

3x5 Min 1600 ISO
Rodrigo Roesch

Jupiter Observing

By Dick Francini (continued)

Spectacular pictures are by Chris Go
•

Chris is one of the premiere planetary
photographers in the world.

•

He images the planets on a regular basis,
so you can see the changes that are
occurring over time. This is especially
interesting with Jupiter as it changes
often and sometimes dramatically.

•

Jupiter is super bright, sometimes a
colored filter or Variable Polarizing Filter
will help dim the brightness down to a
more comfortable level.

•

I sometimes use the 80A blue filter to
dim the brightness but it makes Jupiter
look really weird. I also think it helps it
calm the image down a bit when seeing
is only average.
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2012/2013 Schedule of Event for NPMAS
November 9-10

Kroes Observing Weekend

November 14

Monthly Meeting, Tony Kroes “Supernovas”

November 16-17

Kroes Observing Weekend

November 18

Leonid Meteors Peak (verify date)

December 12

Monthly Meeting “Year in Review”

December 13-14

Geminid Meteors Peak

December 14-15

Windjammers Observing Weekend

January 9

NPMAS Holiday Party, Titletown Brewery

January12

Einstein Project, 9:00-4:00

February 4-10

Winter Star Party - Florida Keys

February 8 -10

Camp U-Na-Li-Ya, Winter Weekend

Don’t forget to take advantage of the Parmentier
observing weekends this
summer. Join your fellow
club members and spend
an evening viewing
through the big scope!

February 13

Monthly Meeting, The Basics Of Working With Digital Images

March 13

Monthly Meeting, The Basics of the Messier Marathon, Location, Star- Hopping, And Messier Objects

March 23

Sheboygan Swap & Sell

April 6

Messier Marathon

April 10

Monthly Meeting, Astronomy, Longitude & Time – Three Things to Build an Empire

April 12-14

NCRAL Convention, Rochester, MN

May 8

Monthly Meeting, Air Venture Star Party, Michael Bakich

May 10-11

Parmentier Observatory Weekend

May 18

Public Observing at Bay Beach

June 6-9

Wisconsin Observers Weekend, Waupaca WI

June 7-8

Parmentier Observatory Weekend

June 12

Monthly Meeting, C11- with Hyperstar

July 5-6

Parmentier Observatory Weekend

July 10

Monthly Meeting at Parmentier Observatory, Club Picnic

July 17-21

Alcon Meeting, Atlanta, GA

July 30

Air-Venture Star Party, EAA Grounds, Oshkosh, WI

August 2-3

Parmentier Observatory Weekend

August 9-11

Northwood’s StarFest, Fall Creek, WI

August 14

Monthly Meeting, Northern Lights

September 2-8

Northern Nights Starfest, Minnesota

September 6-7

Parmentier Observatory Weekend

September 7

Club Field Trip, Sputnik Days, Manitowoc, WI

September 11

Monthly Meeting, Air-Venture Star Party Re-cap

October 3-6

Prairie Skies Party, Kankakee, Ill

October 4-6

Crivitz Observing Weekend

October 4-6

Parmentier Observatory Weekend

October 9

Monthly Meeting, Election Night, Comets

October 12

Public Observing at Bay Beach

November 1-2

Kroes Observing Weekend

November 13

Monthly Meeting, Topic TBD

December 6-7

Kroes Observing Weekend

December 11

Monthly Meeting, Year in Review
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Club Membership Renewal
And This Year’s Winner Is:
Everyone should have received the 2013 renewal
letter by now. I sent them all
out on Wednesday the 26th.
I enjoy seeing who gets the
renewal back to me first.
Normally we have one or
two winners, but this year I
received four renewals back
on Friday the 28th, way to

go club members, two days,
very impressive!
This year’s winners are:
Mark Revall
Brian Chopp
Bob Peterson
And Charles Nordell
There is no fabulous prize,
just a big “that a boy”!

please get those renewals
back to me as soon as you
can, especially if you have
an Astronomy magazine subscription.
Thanks Dick Francini

To the other club members,

Kroes Observing Weekend—Nov 16,17
Tony Kroes will be conducting an observing weekend at
his property.
The property is located 10 miles south of Pulaski and has
some excellent observing conditions.
Please contact Tony to confirm you will be attending.
920-822-4959
Hope to see you all there!

Sputnikfest— Amy & Lynn Adventures
The highlight of Octobers
monthly meeting was the
presentation by Amy and Lynn
of their trip to Sputnikfest in
Manitowoc. Their entertaining
slideshow highlighted the discovery of a little know local
festival in honor of the 1962
crash of a piece of Sputnik 4 in
the city of Manitowoc.
Stay tuned for the next big
adventure for Amy and Lyn
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For information on
Sputnikfest 2013
visit the Rahr-West Museum website:
http://www.manitowoc.org/index.aspx?nid=1109
The Eyepiece

Object of the Month October

by Dick Francini (continued page 8-9)

Here is a Great Photo of the Pair from Rodrigo

Location of NGC 6946/ NGC6939

What’s Interesting About This Pair?
•

I always have enjoyed situations where you can get two very
different objects in the same field. These two are 35’ apart, they fit
nicely into a wide field eyepiece view.

•

The two are at totally different distances; NGC 6946 is about
10,000,000 LY’s away, and NGC 6939 is only 4000 LY’s away and is in
our galaxy.

•

NGC 6946 is one of the closest spiral galaxies, and yet it’s somewhat
difficult to observe visually due to it being partially obstructed by
interstellar gas and dust. It lies near the galactic plane. Under
normal circumstances it would be one of the better objects in the
sky.

•

NGC 6939 does not appear to be especially obstructed.
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Object of the Month October

•

by Dick Francini (continued)

Note how much clearer and pinpoint the stars in NGC 6939 appear. Compare them to
the stars above 6939, most of the stars in the top 2/3’s of the photo appear fuzzier. If
you look closely you can see the nebulosity (the gas and dust) in the top 2/3’s of the
photo. This is the obscuring gas and dust that makes 6946 more difficult to see visually.

Many photos don’t pickup this nebulosity (this photo is
an example of this). Great job Rodrigo!
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Object of the Month October

by Dick Francini (continued)

Some Facts About NGC 6946
•

About 40,000 LY’s across (compared to our Milky Way Galaxy about 90,000 LY’s apart).

•

In the Caldwell list (#12) and Arp Peculiar Galaxies list (#29). Peculiar due to the core
being off center.

•

Called The Fireworks Galaxy due to an unusually large amount of star formation. This
star formation is a bit of a mystery, as most galaxies with very high star formation are
interacting with another large galaxy. This one has no large galaxy near it.

•

Current theory is that it has extra clouds of molecular gas associated with it bar (it’s a
barred spiral galaxy), causing the extreme star formation. They are calling it an “inner
bar” of molecular gas.

•

Also it has had the most supernovas of any galaxy (one every few years for the last 60
yrs.). They also found colliding SN remnants for the first time in this galaxy.

•

One of the closest spiral galaxies at 10 million LY’s. There has been a lot of discrepancy
about this distance over the years. At one time it was believed to be a member of our
local group. I saw distances from 30 to 10 million LY’s while doing research. The 10
million seems to be a more recent estimate (guess?).

Here is an awesome Hubble photo showing some
of this star formation (the pink areas).

Observing this Pair.
•

Fairly easy to see the core of 6946 and the OC
6939 in a wide field eyepiece. A dark location
helps you to see more detail in the galaxy.

•

You probably need a larger telescope to get a
good look a the spiral arms in 6946. I’m
guessing a 12” or more.

•

See if you can notice how the stars around
6946 are a bit fuzzy in comparison to the stars
in the OC 6939.
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Classified Section
The website has a FOR SALE link in the
members only forums area of the site.
Check it out!
We are looking for submissions from individuals with items for sale or wanted to buy.
To keep the items for sale relevant to the
group, please limit items to the areas of
Astronomy, Observing, Optics, Science or
other related fields.
To submit an ad please provide the following:
Item Description
Item Photo (.jpg format is best)
Item Price
Contact Name
Contact method (phone or email address)
Please email the advertisement information
to editor:
timberlodge@yahoo.com
Please don’t forget to let me know if the
item sells so I can remove it from next
months newsletter.

FOR SALE


Meade LXD55 127mm f/9.3 refractor. includes the OTA with a 9x50 straightthrough finder and tube rings, and the equatorial mount with Vixen-compatible
dovetail and Autostar controller and 2" Celestron mirror diagonal. Contact
Tom Riederer 920-734-0248 or hubris47@yahoo.com
 Celestron CPC1100 GPS
Telrad—2” Diameter
Counterweights—New updater hand control—Scope buggy
Contact: Rober Nelezen—920-621-7656
Email: robertn330@gmail.com
 16” Meade Reflector with Computer Controlled Equatorial mount to sell or
trade
Don Stewart
906-438-2277—dstewart@alphacomm.net
 Keyspan usb/serial adapter with disk. Also included are 2 other no-name
serial/usb adapter. Also included are 2 adapters from the handset to the
Keyspan, one is Meade and one Celestron. $20 for all.
Tom King email thinger62@yahoo.com

Telescope Workshop
Open Tuesday Nights
Gerry Kocken has started up the telescope
workshop on Tuesday nights.
If you have any telescope repairs, questions
about telescopes, mirrors to grind, or just a
general interest in astronomy and observing
stop by Gerry’s place.
Watch your email or Call to verify the workshop is on before going.
This is a excellent source for newcomers to the
group. Gerry has a large collection of antique and modern telescopes and all the
hardware, equipment and knowledge to help
you get going in observing. Plus it is an excellent way to meet others in the NPMAS club.
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With the construction in the area, it
is best to take the frontage road to
Grant Street.
Location
1519 Grant St.
Depere, WI 54115
Head to far rear building on the
south side of the property. Use the
back door to enter.
Phone: 920-676-6363 to confirm the
workshop is still planned
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Club Member Services
LOANER TELESCOPES

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for
a one month period, one of the seven club telescopes
available. Please contact one of the board members to
make arrangements. The seven telescopes available are:

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.



10 inch Dobsonian Telescope



60 mm Bushnell Voyager



12” Orion Sky Quest Intelliscope (Object Locator)



Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star



4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain



8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety
of topics including observing, the
solar system, stars and more. Items
can be checked out at monthly club
meeting or by contacting Tom Cashman at 920-432-2261.

NPMAS BOARD
Officers
President
Gerry Kocken
president@npmas.org
920-676-6363
Vice President
Steve Mofle
vicepresident@npmas.org
920-788-8855
Treasurer
Dick Francini
treasurer@npmas.org
920-338-8504
Secretary
Wayne Kuhn
secretary@npmas.org
920-468-0765

Crivitz Observing
This is the private residence of Dave
Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in
the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with
electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call
ahead to make arrangements.
Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296
Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located
Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome
anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home—920-822-4959.

2011 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Board Members
Shawn Beauparlant
LABSPB@yahoo.com
920-265-4550
Tom Cashman
tcash99930@aol.com
920-432-2261
Bob Lundt
920-750-3244
Bob Nelezen
robertn330@gmail.com
920-621-7656
Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
920-634-5548

Visit Club Website Today
http://www.npmas.org
Volume 24, Issue 11

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30
inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or set up
their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Observatory Representative
Don DeWitt—920-405-8534

ALCor Representative
Brian Chopp
Awards Coordinator
Chris Schroeder
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya
Wayne Huhn
Einstein Science Expo
Gerry Kocken
Historian
George McCourt
Holiday Party
Dick Francini
Librarian
Tom Cashman
Membership
Dick Francini
Messier Marathon
Wayne Kuhn
Night Sky Network
Gerry Kocken
Gary Bair
Observatory Rep
Dick Francini
Observatory Key Holders Gary Baier
Dick Francini
Gerry Kocken
Properties
Rodrigo Roesch
Public Outreach
Gerry Kocken
Bob Nelezen
Website
Scott Thompson
Newsletter
David Wagner
Club Trip
TBD
Object of the month
Dick Francini
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