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NPMAS Picnic By David Wagner
Upcoming Events
Board Meeting
 TBD
Monthly Meeting
 SEPTEMBER 3RD
-LYNN AND AMY
Monthly Meeting
 OCTOBER 1ST
-VIEWING
7:30PM
The NPMAS picnic was
held on August 13th. The
picnic was timed to coincide
with the Persieds Meteor
Shower so everyone could
take advantage of the dark
skys out at the Parmentier
observatory.
We had a great turn out with
36 people attending. The
club sponsored hot dogs and
hamburgers with Gerry
Kocken doing a great job
manning the grill. The food
table was overflowing with
a great variety of items that
everyone brought to share.

If you went away hungury it wea not due to
the lack of good food.
Near dusk, George
McCourt conducted a
presentation on the construction and history of
the Parmentier observatory. The slide show
was a good history of
boththe observatory construction and a history
lesson on one of the club
founders, Ron Parmentier. Many current
members helped in the
construction so it was

interesting to hear their
stories about the project.
Several club members
brought their scopes and
the observatory was
open to view through
the big scope. The meteor shower started just
after dark and picked up
more as the evening
progressed.
It was a great time for
all. The cool evening
temps did not detract
from everyone's enjoyment.
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The NPMAS Historian
A Photo From The Past
By George McCourt

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia
This Month’s Photo Trivia
1. Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc.
2. What date or year was the photo taken?
3. Who is the person in the photo?
4. What was his title? What was his significance to
Green Bay and the NPMAS?
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1. Question: Where was the photo taken? Place,
event, etc.
Answer: The photo was taken on Chute Pond at
the YMCA Camp U-NAH-LI-YA in Suring WI.
The event was the annual NPMAS winter
weekend.
2. Question: What date or year was the photo
taken?
Answer: The photo was taken January 16,
2010.
3. Question: Who are the people in the photo?
Answer: Left to right NPMAS members Kevin
Nasal, George McCourt, Dick Francini, and
Brian Chopp.
4. Question: What other activities were done during the event?
Answer: In addition to observing Mars and
deep sky objects with Brian’s 10 inch Dobsonian telescope, Kevin’s binoculars, and Wayne’s
ETX telescope the attendees went out Friday
night for dinner, enjoyed Beth Nasal’s Jello
shots, went cross country skiing, sat in the sauna, and played a long game of Talisman.
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New Member Welcome
Please Welcome our Newest Members:

New members this month:

Lynn Austin - Green Bay

New Member Focus: Betsy Spry
How did you find out about the NPMAS? I've heard about the group for quite a few years and had seen it advertised in the Neville news. Several summers ago I stumbled upon the group when they were out with their telescopes across from UWGB and was fascinated with members interest in astronomy.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy? Since I was a child I've had a fascination with the stars, constellations and being out at night "wondering" about the universe, so I guess one would say I've been interested in
this general subject forever. Every time I'm outside at night I locate my favorite constellations like the Big and Little
Dippers, and I'm wondering how the night sky has changed since I 'm really not up to date on the recent discoveries. Two years ago my son moved near Kennedy Space Center in Florida to attend Florida Tech for a Masters in
Space Technology and on the side, he writes sci fi novels... he's also fascinated with astronomy and space exploration.. .so becoming more knowledgeable myself will give me more in common with him.
Can you tell us a little about yourself,? As for me, I'm semi retired having worked both in business and counseling.
I continue my counseling practice very part time as an LCSW focusing on Wellness and Spiritual Guidance. I'm also
a part time artist and attend the Academy of Fine Art full time during the school year. My ancestors have lived in the
Green Bay/Door County area since the mid 1800s running several businesses and involved in community service. I'm
divorced and have three grown children, two who live out of state. And now the latest addition to my family is a new
puppy, a little French Bulldog who's now 4 months old and hopefully she will be coming with me to some of the events
that are "dog friendly".
What do you expect to get out of the club? Regarding group involvement I'm hoping to learn what's happening in
Astronomy, in a general way and also to get out at night to look at the stars. Maybe I'll be able to paint and do some
space art of some kind down the road too

Eye in the Sky
September 2014
9th

October2014

Full Moon

4th

Astronomy Day

23rd

Equinox

8th

Full Moon + Lunar Eclipse

24th

New Moon

8th

New Moon

22nd-23rd Orionids Meteor Shower—New Moon
22nd-23rd Partial Solar Eclipse

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2014.html
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/
http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html
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Droughts, Floods and the Earth's Gravity, by the GRACE of NASA By Dr. Ethan Siegel
When you think about gravitation here on Earth, you very
likely think about how constant it is, at 9.8 m/s2 (32 ft/s2).
Only, that's not quite right. Depending on how thick the
Earth's crust is, whether you're
slightly closer to or farther
from the Earth's center, or
what the density of the material beneath you is, you'll experience slight variations in Earth's
gravity as large as 0.2%, something you'd need to account for
if you were a pendulum-clockmaker.
But surprisingly, the amount of
water content stored on land in
the Earth actually changes the
gravity field of where you are
by a significant, measurable
amount. Over land, water is
stored in lakes, rivers, aquifers,
soil moisture, snow and glaciers. Even a change of just a
few centimeters in the water
table of an area can be clearly
discerned by our best spaceborne mission: NASA's twin
Gravity Recovery and Climate
Experiment (GRACE) satellites.
Since its 2002 launch, GRACE
has seen the water-tableequivalent of the United States
(and the rest of the world)
change significantly over that
time. Groundwater supplies are
vital for agriculture and provide half of the world's drinking water. Yet GRACE has
seen California's central valley
and the southern high plains
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Image credit: NASA Earth Observatory image by Jesse Allen, using GRACE data provide courtesy of Jay Famigleitti, University of California Irvine and Matthew Rodell,
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. Caption by Holli Riebeek.

rapidly deplete their groundwater
reserves, endangering a significant
portion of the nation's food supply.
Meanwhile, the upper Missouri
River Basin—recently home to severe flooding—continues to see its
water table rise.
NASA's GRACE satellites are the
only pieces of equipment currently
capable of making these global,
precision measurements, providing
our best knowledge for mitigating
these terrestrial changes. Thanks to
GRACE, we've been able to quantify the water loss of the Colorado
River Basin (65 cubic kilometers),
add months to the lead-time water
managers have for flood prediction,
and better predict the impacts of
droughts worldwide. As NASA scientist Matthew Rodell says, "[W]

ithout GRACE we would have no
routine, global measurements of
changes in groundwater availability.
Other satellites can’t do it, and
ground-based monitoring is inadequate." Even though the GRACE
satellites are nearing the end of their
lives, the GRACE Follow-On satellites will be launched in 2017,
providing us with this valuable data
far into the future. Although the climate is surely changing, it's water
availability, not sea level rise, that's
the largest near-term danger, and the
most important aspect we can work
to understand!
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2014 Schedule of Events for NPMAS
September 3 Monthly Meeting, Presentation by Lynn and Amy
September 6 Sputnik Day, Manitowoc, WI
September 19-20 Parmentier Observing Weekend
September 19-21 Crivitz Observing Weekend
September 26-27 Parmentier Observing Weekend
October 1 Monthly Meeting, Viewing at 7:30pm
October 4 Public Viewing
October 8 Lunar Eclipse 3:30am
October 8 Draconoids Meteor Shower
October 21 Orionids Meteor Shower
October 23 Partial Solar Eclipse 4:30pm
October 24-25 Parmentier Observing Weekend
November 5 Monthly Meeting, Presentation by Jim Sentowski, Dark Energy
November 5 Taurids Meteor Shower
November 17 Leonids Meteor Shower
November 21-22 Kroes Observing Weekend
December 3 Monthly Meeting, Presentation by Rodrigo Roesch, Year in Review
December 13 Geminids Meteor Shower
December 19-20 Kroes Observing Weekend
December 22 Ursids Meteor Shower
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Images from NPMAS Picnic
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courtesy of Dick Francini
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Images from NPMAS Picnic
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Lunar Eclipse October 8th

By David Wagner

Image courtesy www.timeanddate.com—Please visit them for an animation of the eclipse
Intense red shading: Observers within this area can see the eclipse from beginning to end.
Red shading right/east of intense shading: Observers within this area can see the eclipse until moonset/sunrise.
No coloring: Eclipse is not visible at all

Telescope Workshop
If you have any telescope repairs, questions about telescopes, mirrors to grind, or
just a general interest in astronomy and
observing stop by Gerry’s place.

Location
1519 Grant St.
Depere, WI 54115

Watch your email or call to verify the
workshop is on before going.
This is a excellent source for newcomers to
the group. Gerry has a large collection of
antique and modern telescopes and all
the hardware, equipment and knowledge
to help you get going in observing. Plus it
is an excellent way to meet others in the
NPMAS club.
Head to far rear building on the south
side of the property. Use the back door to
enter.
Phone: 920-676-6363 to confirm the
workshop is still planned
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Club Member Services
LOANER TELESCOPES

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for
a one month period, one of the seven club telescopes
available. Please contact one of the board members to
make arrangements. The seven telescopes available are:

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.



10 inch Dobsonian Telescope



60 mm Bushnell Voyager



12” Orion Sky Quest Intelliscope (Object Locator)



Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star



4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain



8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety
of topics including observing, the
solar system, stars and more. Items
can be checked out at monthly club
meeting or by contacting Tom Cashman at 920-432-2261.

NPMAS BOARD
Officers
President
Gerry Kocken
president@npmas.org
920-676-6363
Vice President
Bob Lundt
vicepresident@npmas.org
920-750-3244
Treasurer
Dick Francini
treasurer@npmas.org
920-338-8504
Secretary
Wayne Kuhn
secretary@npmas.org
920-468-0765
Object of the month
Astronomical Events
Club Trip Coordinator
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Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30
inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or set up
their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Observatory Representative
Dick Francini—920-338-8504
Crivitz Observing
This is the private residence of Dave
Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston. Located in
the north woods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped with
electricity and the far cabin is available for use. Please call
ahead to make arrangements.
Dave Jorgenson and Carol Eggleston Home—715-757-3296
Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, located
Southwest of Pulaski on 10 acres of land. Members are welcome
anytime but please call ahead to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home—920-265-9290.

2013 STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Board Members
Shawn Beauparlant
LABSPB@yahoo.com
920-265-4550
Gary Baier
garybaier@att.net
Bob Nelezen
robertn330@gmail.com
920-621-7656
Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
920-634-5548
Brian Chopp
choppstar@gmail.com

Dick Francini
Bob Nelezen
Amy Hannon

ALCor Representative
Awards Coordinator
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya
Einstein Science Expo
Historian
Holiday Party
Librarian
Membership
Messier Marathon
Night Sky Network

Brian Chopp
Chris Schroeder
Wayne Huhn
Gerry Kocken
George McCourt
Dick Francini
Tom Cashman
Dick Francini
Wayne Kuhn
Gerry Kocken
Gary Bair
Observatory Rep
Dick Francini
Observatory Key Holders
Dick Francini
Gerry Kocken
Rodrigo Roesch
Gary Baier
Wayne Kuhn
Brian Chopp
Tony Kroes
Properties
Gerry Kocken
Public Outreach
Bob Nelezen
Gerry Kocken
Website
Scott Dickson
Newsletter Editor
David Wagner
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Editor : David Wagner
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timberlodge@yahoo.com
or mailed to
7788 Timberline Rd.
Oconto Falls, WI 54154

The Eyepiece is a monthly publication of the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society. Material in The Eyepiece may be reprinted for nonprofit use with
proper credit and consent from
both the editor and writer. The
editor reserves the right to accept or refuse, edit for content,
etc., any article or image submitted for publication.
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