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Holiday Party—January 4th
NPMAS held their annual Holiday Party at Mackinaw’s Grill
and Spirits on Green Bays East
side this year. We decided to try
a new location and menu to mix
things up.
We had roughly 30 people in attendance this year and as always
everyone had a great time.
Mackinaws did a great job on
the flood and service.
Dinner was followed by our traditional white elephant gift exchange. There was a great mix
of both gag and great gifts. Anything from wine to artwork to
garden gnomes could be found.
The gift swap was fierce as the
competition for some of the
prizes was pretty intense!

If you have not attended a holiday party yet, please make a
goal to attend next years event,
you will have a great time with
good friends and great food.
As always, Dick Francini did an
excellent job organizing the party and performing as our master
of ceremony for the gift exchange. Thanks Dick!

Upcoming Events
Board Meeting
 MARCH 16
Monthly Meeting
 APRIL 5TH
- Jim Sentowski
Monthly Meeting
 MAY 3RD
- Barlow
Planetarium
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The NPMAS Historian
A Photo From The Past
By George McCourt

This Month’s Photo Trivia
1. Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc.
2. What date or year was the photo taken?
3. Who are the people in the photo?
4. What activities will be done the following
days?
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Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia
1. Question: Where was the photo taken?
Place, event, etc.
Answer: The photo was taken at the Stellafane Convention/Star Party on Breezy Hill
in Springfield Vermont.
2. Question: What date or year was the photo
taken?
Answer: The photo was taken August 6,
1983.
3. Question: Who is the person in green in the
photo?
Answer: The person in the photo is Deborah
Jean Warner author of the 1968 book
“Alvan Clark and Sons Artists in Optics” and
the 1995 revised “Second Edition” coauthored with Robert B. Ariail.
4. Question: What telescope is in the photo?
Answer: The telescope is a 6” refractor telescope built by Richard Berry using an A.
Jaegers Optical Corporation achromat lens
and mounted on a homemade Dobsonian
tripod mount, the latest in telescope mount
design created by the late John Dobson in
the 1950’s.
The Eyepiece

New Member Welcome
Please Welcome: John Nejedlo of Appleton
Please Welcome: Ken Martell of Green Bay
New Member Focus: Nancy Nelson
How did you find out about the NPMAS?
Through an internet search.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy?
While I was interested in looking at the stars since I was young, I didn't get my first telescope until about
10 years ago ....and to my dismay found that I didn't use it very much. After talking with some NPMAS
members (thanks Lynn and Amy!), I gave away my telescope and got a pair of astronomical binoculars. I can take them anywhere!
Do you have any particular interest like cosmology, galaxies, planets, etc? I've interested in
cosmology and will confess to being a very enthusiastic supporter of the Electric Universe theory.
Can you tell us a little about yourself, your work and other interests?I am a retired Foreign
Service officer. In addition to five tours at the Department of State in Washington, DC, I served in Venezuela, Nicaragua, Estonia and Canada. My general expertise was economics, but with a focus on environment and water issues. I retired three years ago and moved to Menasha, Wisconsin. I chose Wisconsin for the university system (my youngest is now a freshman at Madison); I chose Menasha because
they offered Japanese in the high school. (Again, for the benefit of my youngest. While I hope she appreciates it one day, I'm not holding my breath.) I also have a
webite: www.morethanpassingstrange.com. After 25 years of being a straight-laced diplomat I thought,
"Why be normal?"

Eye in the Sky
March 2017

April 2017

12th

Full Moon

20th

March Equinox

28th

New Moon

11th
22, 23rd

Full Moon
Lyrids Meteor Shower

26th

New Moon

29th

International Astronomy Day

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2017.html
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/
http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html
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NCRAL Conference
Mark your calendars for April 21-23, 2017! That is the weekend that the Rochester Astronomy Club will host the annual conference of the Northcentral Region of the Astronomical League (NCRAL). This year’s theme is “astronomical
observing.” The conference will feature a full line-up of lectures, panel discussions, demonstrations, and vendor exhibits. The speaker roster includes astronomers and scientists from the University of Iowa, Iowa State University,
NCRAL, the Minnesota Astronomical Society, University of Minnesota, and Winona State University. Their expertise
ranges from the history of earth-bound astronomical observation to observing from the Kepler satellite.
This will be a truly new experience for our conference! The venue will be the campus of the Eagle Bluff Environmental
Learning Center located about 40 miles southeast of Rochester, on the crest of the rolling hills north of Lanesboro,
Minnesota, a town of about 750 residents. Eagle Bluff is a year-round host to a wide variety of environmental, conservation, and science educational programs. Visitors to the facility range from K–12 field trips, adult education, to
graduate programs. This venue was chosen not only for the great facility, but also because it is away from city
lights. It is THE premier location for dark sky observing in Southeast Minnesota. We will plan on two nights of great
observing (weather permitting) and you are encouraged to bring your telescopes – you won’t believe the skies or
your eyes!
Eagle Bluff (http://www.eagle-bluff.org/ ) is not a hotel but a learning center suited for groups and will have the feel
of both a conference and a star party. The campus has reception and exhibit areas, classrooms, a multi-use auditorium, a large dining hall, and 31 on-site dormitory-style rooms arranged in “pods.” Each room has a private bathroom
with shower and will house up to four people. Rooms will also be available in nearby Lanesboro, but we highly suggest that you take advantage of the accommodations and stay on-site at Eagle Bluff – great views of star clusters,
nebulae, and galaxies under excellent dark skies will be just outside the door.
We’ll let you know when we launch the NCRAL 2017 conference website and open registration. At that time, details
on the conference as well as housing and dining packages will be available.
See you there!
John Attewell, Ph.D.
NCRAL Annual Conference Committee
Rochester, MN

Parmentier Observatory Update
Mike Monfils gave the club a quick update in our last meeting on the status of
the Parmentier observatory repairs. This spring, the painting of the observatory
building itself will take place. As the weather improves a date will be arranged
with the painting contractor.
The large mirror cell for the scope is being made by a local shop. We received
a very favorable quote on the cost to rebuild the cell, so the work was authorized by the board. We hope to have the cell ready for spring reassembly. Everyone is very excited at the prospect of getting the scope back into working order. Many thanks to Mike Monfils and the group for their efforts on this project.
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Public Observing
NPMAS will be conducting our 1st of the year public observing even on Saturday April
1st.
Bay Beach has done an excellent job of promoting this event and last year we had lines of
people waiting at each scope to view.
We can use as many people and scopes as possible. If you can help out, please consider
joining the group and brining your scope. Plan to arrive about 45 minutes before dark.
The public is very excited to look through the eyepiece and see these objects for the first
time. They are very appreciative and inquisitive , so the event is a good time for everyone.
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29 th Annual Messier Marathon by Amy Hannon-Drew
It’s that time of year again! The first major NPMAS observing event of the year is just around the corner so
get out your Messier Marathon cards and get ready for the 2017 Messier Marathon! This event
is Saturday, March 25th at the Brillion Nature Center. This is the same venue as the previous five years
and we hope the weather will cooperate for us.
If you recall, the BNC has a beautiful100 seat room in their facility that is a perfect venue for our event.
There is a kitchen with numerous outlets and a sink, folding chairs and tables, lots of room and a large
stone fireplace. Plus the BNC is giving us the site at no charge in exchange for a NPMAS public observing
event which will be held on September 30th from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at the BNC. This trade will save the club
over $100.00!!!
So, now that you are all caught up on the where and the when, let’s talk about the why. The object of this
star-party is to try and observe as many of the 110 Messier objects as possible in one night. For new
members, here is a little history for you: Charles Messier was a French astronomer who hunted comets in
the 18th century. During his searches he often was fooled by objects that looked like comets but were not.
He eventually compiled a list of these “false comets” so he and other astronomers could avoid mistaking
them for the real thing in the future. We have more information about Charles Messier and the Messier
Marathon on the home page of our website: www.npmas.org
Not many people think about the comets Charles Messier discovered but his list of rejects is known and
revered throughout the astronomy world. It contains the best of the best deep-sky objects to view including the brightest nebula, galaxies, and star-clusters in the night sky. The NPMAS will provide observing
forms for both telescope and binocular observing so you can log your observations. Certificates will be
awarded to everyone who observes 5 or more objects. Even though this is potentially an all night event
you can come and go when you like. Just keep your car headlights off and use a red flashlight. If you are
coming after dark, please use the first parking lot - it is a little distance away from the buildings and your
headlights won’t be as much of a distraction. You can bring a telescope, binoculars or just yourself and
buddy-up with other observers.
The doors will open by 4:30 PM so get there early to score the best observing spot! This will also give us
plenty of time to set up our scopes and eat before the fun begins after sunset (around 7:11 pm ). This is a
potluck party that lasts throughout the night WHETHER THE SKY IS CLEAR OR CLOUDY. Everyone is encouraged to bring a dish or dessert to share. It can be anything from crock-pot chili to lemon bars. The
club will provide plates, bowls, cups and plastic ware - just bring your own beverages.
All members of the NPMAS, NEWSTAR, and Door Peninsula Astronomical Society are invited. The Brillion Nature Center is located at W1135 Deerview Road, Brillion, WI 54110. You can
download a map from their web site: http://www.brillionnaturecenter.net/aboutus/maps It’s a bit off the
beaten path: once you turn off of Cty. PP onto Deerview Road you will travel past a farmer’s yard and continue on a small, winding gravel road until it dead ends at the nature center. There are several parking areas on the property and plenty of places to set up telescopes near the buildings. If you have any questions,
please give me a call at 920-499-0395.
Please join us for this always-fun event!
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Sheboygan Swap and Sell

A reminder that the 2017 Swap-n-Sell is quickly approaching!
Saturday, March 25th from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Aviation Heritage Center
Sheboygan Airport
N6191 Resource Drive
Sheboygan Falls
Speaker schedule:
10:00 Jeff Setzer--Northern Cross Science Foundation: "The Library
Telescope: A New Approach to Astronomy Outreach"
11:00 Astronomy Trivia--test your knowledge against fellow astronomers
12:30 Spaceport Sheboygan
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Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Weekend

By Kevin Nasal

YMCA Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya, that is!
On February 17, 2017, members of NPMAS
traveled north to Suring, Wisconsin to spend
the better part of the weekend at Cabin 9 at
“Camp Uni” for our club’s annual Camp UNah-Li-Ya Winter Weekend. We had some
last minute cancelations and some of us arrived on Saturday, but in the end, those in attendance were: Wayne Kuhn, Dick Francini,
Amy Hannon-Drew and her niece Meghan,
Lynn Ward, Kevin and Beth Nasal, and Rodrigo Roesch, Tonima Dan and Andres
Roesch.
Many arrived Friday night and after getting
settled-in at the cabin, thoughts turned to…
DINNER! The renowned Mountain WI local
favorite Weatherwood Supper Club was the
chosen spot for our Friday dinner out, and as
in years past, it did not disappoint! For some,
it was their first time here – all enjoyed it. If
you’re ever in Mountain, stop by there for
dinner. It is Wisconsin Supper Club dining at
its finest.
Upon our departure, eyes turned skyward. After a warm day topping out near the mid-50s
in Green Bay, the temperatures were still mild
but better yet, we were treated to a clear sky
on our exit from the restaurant. My wife Beth,
who usually isn’t too impressed by things astronomy, exclaimed, “Wow!” when she
looked up at the dark, clear sky with a sugarPage 8

sprinkled mist of stars overhead. Even with parking lot lights blazing, you could see a lot of stars,
many more than are visible in and around Green
Bay. A few of us needed to be pulled into the
waiting cars to take us back as the more serious
sky watchers started busily planning.
We arrived back at camp and soon, Kevin, Dick
and Lynn planned to do some observing from the
frozen surface of Chute Pond. If you’ve never
done star gazing from a frozen winter lake, it’s a
real “Northwoods” treat. While warmer temperatures earlier in the week made it difficult to tell
what conditions were like on distant parts of the
pond, tests conducted (safely) in light of day
showed solid ice in our neck of the woods. After
dressing for an extended observing session on ice,
we ventured out carrying our equipment. Dick
brought Brian Chopp’s 10” Discovery Dobsonian
telescope (unfortunately, Brian fell ill and he and
his family were unable to attend but he was kind
enough to lend us a scope – thanks, Brian). Kevin
had his 15x70 binoculars with tripod and Lynn
had her 10x50 binoculars readied for observing.
Dick intended to look at old favorites, Kevin was
working on the Astronomical League’s Stellar
Evolution Observing Program and Lynn hoped to
spy the elusive Messier Object #40, a double star
in Ursa Major.
We were blessed with great skies. While the seeing wasn’t the best, it was dark and transparent.
Dick called the skies the best he could ever re-
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Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Weekend
member at a Camp Uni Weekend (and he’s
been to most all of them!). He is the master
at finding many of the Messier objects and
quite a few of the more spectacular NGC
objects beyond the Messier list. He spent a
lot of time finding objects, putting them in
the field of view of Brian’s scope and then
inviting us over for the view. It was a lot of
fun as we all gave Dick ideas for objects to
target and observe. After a short while,
Wayne joined us and setup the club Meade
ETX scope. Later, Beth and Amy joined us
for stargazing. All told, we got somewhere
between 2-3 hours of observing in when it
started to get “a little chilly” around
10:30pm. So, we packed it up, ventured inside to the fire and enjoyed some beverages
and company till it came time to hit the hay.
The next morning, we brewed coffee, hot
chocolate and tea and set the fire to blazing
again. Wayne readied a great breakfast of
made-to-order pancakes (thanks, Amy, for
the homemade maple syrup) and sausages.
Lynn brought homemade coffee cake, and
everyone else pitched-in to provide a wide
assortment of cookies and treats – there was
no shortage of food. After sufficiently satiating ourselves, thoughts turned to what to do.
The usual Camp Uni activities include ice
fishing, snow shoeing, cross country skiing,
nature hikes and sledding or tubing down
the big hill. We all thought that due to
warmer temps earlier in the week we would
be unable to enjoy many of these activities.
And Saturday’s high was forecast to be 60
degrees under blue skies! Even so, Anderson
Lake and Chute Pond remained sufficiently
frozen to support vehicles and ice shanties,
and there was still a lot of snow on the
ground. Rodrigo and family were due to arrive later in the afternoon (Tonima works for
a slave-driver!) so Kevin, Beth, Amy, Meghan and Wayne took the opportunity to
strike out and look around at the conditions.
We took a nice hike and wound up at the
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By Kevin Nasal

sled hill where we couldn’t resist and took a few trips
down on the sleds. Then we walked across the entire
length of Chute Pond and met some ice fishermen. We
couldn’t believe the warm, almost summer-like wind
blowing across the lake: it was 60 degrees outside on
February 18th!
On our arrival back at the cabin, we waited for the
Roesch’s to arrive and when they did, a second expedition was made to the sled hill with tubes in hand so all
could try their luck at sledding once again. The nurse
present was happy to report he was not needed for
“work” that day!
When we returned, Wayne treated us to what many of
us feel was the highlight of the weekend – a DVD of
1960s “SuperMarioNation” shows: Stingray and Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons! If you’ve not seen these
Gerry Anderson gems, you are missing out! After a
marathon of episodes, our minds will never be the
same. STINGRAY!!
As evening came, we once again thought about dinner
and this time, a meal of spaghetti with sauce and parmesan cheese, garlic toast and salad was readied by
Kevin, Wayne and others. None walked away hungry!
Unfortunately, while we hoped for a second night of
clear skies, it was not to be. It clouded up shortly after
sundown. So, we settled in and spent much of the evening playing cribbage and euchre, while some read astronomy related books and magazines. Andres was fascinated with his movies! With the fire dying out after
10pm, some rekindled it and stayed up talking while
others went to bed.
Morning broke with brilliant skies once again, and it
was apparent it was going to be another warm day.
Thoughts turned to home and soon, all of us were packing up and helping prepare the cabin for departure after
a second great breakfast cooked by Wayne.
If you’ve never been to our NPMAS Camp U-Nah-LiYa Weekend, all of us who made the trip this year encourage you to try it sometime in the future. A great
time was had by all.
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Board Member Changes
Due to conflicts, two of our board members have had to step down from their position:
-Amy Hanon-Drew
-Bob Nelezen
Thank you both for your contribution, your presence will be missed.
Taking their place, we have two new board members:
-Tom Cashman
-Mark Wells
Thank you both for taking on the board member responsibility.
We look forward to you joining the board.

A couple more images
from our holiday party
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2017 Schedule of Events for NPMAS
January
4 – Meeting/Holiday Party – Mackinaw’s

August
2 – Meeting – Nominations / Rich Talcott, Astronomy
Magazine—Pluto

February
1 – Meeting – Supernova Prediction

18-19 Parmentier Observing Weekend

4 – Einstein Science Expo—Shopko Hall

21 ‐ Total Solar Eclipse

17-19 – Camp U-Ni-Li-Yah – Wayne Khun, Coordinator

25‐27 – Northwoods Starfest—Fall Creek , WI

20-26 Winder Star Party—Florida Keys

September
6 – Mee ng – Nomina ons/Eclipse Cornucopia

March
1 – Meeting – Telescope Cleaning

22‐23 – Parmen er Observing Weekend

25 - Sheboygan Swap & Sell

30 – Public Observing—Brillion Nature Center

25 – Messier Marathon

October
4 – Mee ng – Solar System Model

April
1 – Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary
5 – Meeting – Jim Sentowski
28-29 – Kroes Observing Weekend
May
3 – Meeting – Barlow Planetarium
21-28 – Texas Star Party
26-28 – Parmentier Observing Weekend

20‐21 ‐ Parmen er Observing Weekend
28 – Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary
November
1 – Meeting – Photographing the Aurora Borealis
17 – Kroes Observing Weekend
December
6 – Meeting – Year in Review

June
7 – Meeting – Observing a Solar Eclipse
22-25 – Wisconsin Observers Weekend—Waupaca,
WI
23-24 – Parmentier Observing Weekend
July
5 – Meeting – Kupier Belt Project
20-23 – Pike River Starfest—Amberg, WI
21-22 - Parmentier Observing Weekend
23-29 – Nebraska Star Party—Valentine, NE

Page 11

The Eyepiece

Club Member Services
LOANER TELESCOPES

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for
a one month period, one of the six club telescopes available. Please contact one of the board members to make
arrangements. The six telescopes available are:

NPMAS members have access to two observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.



10 inch Dobsonian Telescope



60 mm Bushnell Voyager



12” Orion Sky Quest Intelliscope (Object Locator)



Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star



4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain



8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30
inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or set up
their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils—920-435-7350
Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and
Tara Kroes, located Southwest of Pulaski on
10 acres of land. Members are welcome anytime but please call
ahead to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home—920-265-9290.

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety
of topics including observing, the
solar system, stars and more. Items
can be checked out at monthly club
meeting or by contacting Tom Cashman at 920-432-2261.

NPMAS BOARD
Officers
President
Wayne Kuhn
president@npmas.org
920-468-0765

20156STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Board Members
Mark Wells
Lynn Ward
Tom Cashman

Vice President
Kevin Nasal
vicepresident@npmas.org
Treasurer
Dick Francini
treasurer@npmas.org
920-338-8504
Secretary
Brian Chopp
secretary@npmas.org

Object of the month
Astronomical Events
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Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
920-634-5548
David Wagner
timberlodge@yahoo.com
920-606-7788
Kevin Nasal
vicepresident@npmas.org

ALCor Representative
Brian Chopp
Awards Coordinator
Lynn Ward
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya
Wayne Kuhn
Einstein Science Expo Amy Hannon-Drew
Lynn Ward
Historian
George McCourt
Holiday Party
Dick Francini
Librarian
Tom Cashman
Membership
Dick Francini
Messier Marathon
Amy Hannon-Drew
Observatory Rep
Mike Monfils
Observatory Key Holders
Dick Francini
Rodrigo Roesch
Gary Baier
Wayne Kuhn
Brian Chopp
Properties
David Wagner
Public Outreach
Bob Nelezen
Amy Hannon-Drew
Website
Scott Dickson
Newsletter Editor
David Wagner
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timberlodge@yahoo.com
or mailed to
7788 Timberline Rd.
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The Eyepiece is a monthly publication of the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society. Material in The Eyepiece may be reprinted for nonprofit use with
proper credit and consent from
both the editor and writer. The
editor reserves the right to accept or refuse, edit for content,
etc., any article or image submitted for publication.

Dick Francini
Bob Nelezen
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