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Eclipse 2017

By David Wagner

The eclipse on August 21st
was the first total eclipse I
have had the pleasure of
viewing. I have seen several partial eclipses, but they
were no match for the spectacle of the total eclipse. I
had been told that words
could not describe the event
and that was certainly true.
I had not planned to make it
to view the eclipse, but due
to a change in plans we
were able to make last minute plans to run to southern Illinois.
With a sketchy weather
forecast for the 21st, my
wife and I decided to stay
overnight in Springfield Ill.
On Sunday evening. Our
thoughts being we were
roughly 3 hours from a long
line of potential locations
stretching from West of St.
Louis to the tip of southern
Illinois to the East.
The morning of the 21st,
brought more questionable
weather forecasts, with
what appeared to be the best
chance of clear sky's the
farther east we could get.
Based on this information,
we decided to get on the
road early and keep driving
as far as we could east before the start of the eclipse.
Our second limiting factor
was that I needed to be back

in Green Bay for work
Tuesday morning, so we
decided to aim for the Marion area east of Carbondale.
We arrived about 30
minutes before the start of
the eclipse and pulled off
into the Crab Orchard Wildlife refuge figuring we could
grab a fire trail or trail head
spot. This worked out perfect. Our location had a
large shade tree to retreat
under when the sun got too
hot.
As the eclipse neared, the
clouds continued to build,
causing some great consternation on my part. But the
Sun Gods shined on our adventure! As the air cooled

the clouds literally disintegrated and we ended up with
a perfectly clear view of
totality.
As I said at the beginning of
the story, words can not describe the sudden darkness
and spectacle of the corona
peaking around the moon.
If you ever get the chance to
view an eclipse, don’t miss
it. I am glad our last minute
plans worked out as good as
they did.
Looking forward to hearing
your story at Wednesday’s
club meeting.

Upcoming Events
Board Meeting
 TBD
Monthly Meeting
 SEPT 6TH
- Nominations—
Eclipse Review
 SEPT 6TH
- SOLAR SYSTEM
MODEL
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The NPMAS Historian
A Photo From The Past

This Month’s Photo Trivia
1. Who is the person in the photo?
2. What date or year was the photo taken?
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Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia
1. Question: Where was the photo taken? Place, event,
etc.
Answer: The photo was taken during the annual
NPMAS Camp U-NAH-LI-YA weekend at a local
restaurant Friday night for dinner.
2. Question: What date or year was the photo taken?
Answer: The photo was taken January 28 2011.
3. Question: Who are the people in the photo?
Answer: The people in the photo left to right are
Rodrigo & Tonima Roesch, Ann & Maddie & Brian
Chopp,Wayne Kuhn, Dick Francini, Don & Katrina
DeWitt.
4. Question: What activities will be done the
following days?
Answer: They were cross country skiing at night,
sledding, sitting in the sauna by the lake, hiking, telescope viewing, and cooking breakfast.
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New Member Welcome
Bob Sullivan—Appleton
Mike Charles—Green Bay

Museum Parking Pass
For the remainder of the summer while the Farmers Market is
going on, you can use the parking pass found on the web link
below.

http://adobe.ly/22Ns9JO

Eye in the Sky
September2017

Ocotober 2017

6th

Full Moon

8th

Draconoids Meteor Shower

20th

New Moon

19th

New Moon

22nd

September Equinox

21-22nd

Orionids Meteor Shower

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2017.html
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/
http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html
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Nominations For NPMAS Board of Directors
Beginning with the August club meeting, we will begin the nomination process for our club board of
directors. Please consider joining the board to help run and organize the club you enjoy.
The board meets on a regular basis early in the year to plan out the club calendar and organize speakers.
After that it is only an occasional meeting as topics dictate. If you know of anyone who would be interested, please be sure to mention this opportunity to them. We are always looking to interested individuals to help keep the club active and interesting.
Wayne Kuhn has announced he will not be participating in the board next year, so we will be looking
for a new club president. The following individuals have expressed interest in serving if elected:

Tom Cashman
Dick Francini
Lynn Ware
David Wagner
Kevin Nasal

Gerry Kocken
Rodrigo Roesch
Gerald Schaefer
Brian Chopp
Mark Wells
Felix Osorio

NEW MEMBER WELCOME
Mike Charles
My first impression of the club from my first meeting exceeded my expectation. The meeting structure was
well organized. There was active participation by attendees. I'm looking forward to future meetings and
observer weekends. The only issue with the club that I discovered is the late hours! Listening to conversations of observing at 2:00am caught my attention. I'll just have to adapt to staying up later.
I found NPMAS through the museum. Either I picked up a brochure or one was sent in the mail as Friends
of the Museum.
I've been interested in astronomy for a long time, probably since the 1970s with the Mariner and Voyager
space probes. My interest focused on the details of missions along with the discoveries on the planets.
My interest in astronomy expanded this past spring when I visited the Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff,
Arizona. Lectures on the universe and planets and exposure for the first time to telescopes provided me an
introduction to astronomy that I hadn't experienced before. So now I'm interested in observing the universe
beyond reading about discoveries on planets.
I'm retired and recently experiencing more free time to explore new interests, such as astronomy. I have a
degree in mechanical engineering and worked for Wisconsin Public Service or other subsidiary of Integrys
Energy Group for over 30 years.
I am excited about the opportunities the club presents to learn techniques and equipment for observing the
universe. Thank you for being so close to home!
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Hugh Swoboda Donation
The family of Hugh Swoboda made a donation to the NPMAS club.
Some of you may know Hugh and those that don’t should know he was a dedicated astronomer and great builder who made many different observing instruments
and equipment.
The club has received mirrors, telescopes, various small items, a large collection of
astronomy related magazines going back to some of the first issues.
A few of the items will be added to the club equipment collection, but many of
them we have decided to offer for sale to club members.
Starting with the June meeting, we will bring the collection of magazines to the
monthly meeting and offer them up for sale.
Below you will find the list of magazines that will be available:
Magazine
The Planetary Report
Telescope Making
Various Titles
Astronomy

Sky & Telescope
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Year

2006
1995
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
2006
2002
2001
2000
1999
1996
1995
1992
1991
1989
1987
1985

Count
3
8
6
1
1
4
7
1
1
1
3
1
2
1
1
2
1
2
1
13
4
2
2
3
1
2
2
1

Sky & Telescope

1984
1982
1978
1976
1974
1973
1972
1971
1970
1969
1968
1965
1961
1960
1959
1958
1957
1956
1955
1954
1951
1949
1948
1947
1946
1945
1944
1943

1
1
1
1
7
10
10
10
9
10
1
1
1
1
1
2
6
11
10
4
2
1
10
1
12
9
10
5
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2017 Schedule of Events for NPMAS
January
4 – Meeting/Holiday Party – Mackinaw’s

August
2 – Meeting – Nominations / Rich Talcott, Astronomy
Magazine—Pluto

February
1 – Meeting – Supernova Prediction

18-19 Parmentier Observing Weekend

4 – Einstein Science Expo—Shopko Hall

21 ‐ Total Solar Eclipse

17-19 – Camp U-Ni-Li-Yah – Wayne Khun, Coordinator

25‐27 – Northwoods Starfest—Fall Creek , WI

20-26 Winder Star Party—Florida Keys

September
6 – Mee ng – Nomina ons/Eclipse Cornucopia

March
1 – Meeting – Telescope Cleaning

22‐23 – Parmen er Observing Weekend

25 - Sheboygan Swap & Sell

30 – Public Observing—Brillion Nature Center

25 – Messier Marathon

October
4 – Mee ng – Solar System Model

April
1 – Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary
5 – Meeting – Jim Sentowski
28-29 – Kroes Observing Weekend
May
3 – Meeting – Barlow Planetarium
21-28 – Texas Star Party
26-28 – Parmentier Observing Weekend

20‐21 ‐ Parmen er Observing Weekend
28 – Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary
November
1 – Meeting – Photographing the Aurora Borealis
17 – Kroes Observing Weekend
December
6 – Meeting – Year in Review

June
7 – Meeting – Observing a Solar Eclipse
22-25 – Wisconsin Observers Weekend—Waupaca,
WI
23-24 – Parmentier Observing Weekend
July
5 – Meeting – Kupier Belt Project
20-23 – Pike River Starfest—Amberg, WI
21-22 - Parmentier Observing Weekend
23-29 – Nebraska Star Party—Valentine, NE
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Items For Sale
These items were part of the donated items from Hugh Swoboda. The board has determined
that a number of items will likely not be a good fit for our collection of loaner scopes and
equipment and as such should be sold to generate revenue for the club. The board felt it
was appropriate to offer these items to club members first. Over the next few months, we
will list a couple of items for sale at the club meetings and then again in the newsletter. If
no one is interested in the items we will attempt to sell them to the general public.
If you have interest in any of these items, please email or contact David Wagner at timberlodge@yahoo.com with a bid price or questions. If multiple members express interest, I
will facilitate a silent auction between the members. Each member will have a chance to
raise their bid if the other member raises theirs, until a max bid is reached.
Smaller portable telescope mount. Completely manual Equatorial Mount.
Stand is aluminum. The unit looks brand new, may never have been used.
There is no manufacturers ID on the unit, but it looks like it could be an entry level Orion.
Everything appears to be here and in working order.
If you are interested please contact Dave Wagner
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Club Member Services
LOANER TELESCOPES

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for
a one month period, one of the six club telescopes available. Please contact one of the board members to make
arrangements. The six telescopes available are:

NPMAS members have access to two observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.



10 inch Dobsonian Telescope



60 mm Bushnell Voyager



12” Orion Sky Quest Intelliscope (Object Locator)



Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star



4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain



8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30
inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or set up
their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils—920-435-7350
Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and
Tara Kroes, located Southwest of Pulaski on
10 acres of land. Members are welcome anytime but please call
ahead to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home—920-265-9290.

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety
of topics including observing, the
solar system, stars and more. Items
can be checked out at monthly club
meeting or by contacting Tom Cashman at 920-432-2261.

NPMAS BOARD
Officers
President
Wayne Kuhn
president@npmas.org
920-468-0765

20156STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Board Members
Mark Wells
Lynn Ward
Tom Cashman

Vice President
Kevin Nasal
vicepresident@npmas.org
Treasurer
Dick Francini
treasurer@npmas.org
920-338-8504
Secretary
Brian Chopp
secretary@npmas.org

Object of the month
Astronomical Events
Volume 29, Issue 5

Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
920-634-5548
David Wagner
timberlodge@yahoo.com
920-606-7788
Kevin Nasal
vicepresident@npmas.org

ALCor Representative
Brian Chopp
Awards Coordinator
Lynn Ward
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya
Wayne Kuhn
Einstein Science Expo Amy Hannon-Drew
Lynn Ward
Historian
George McCourt
Holiday Party
Dick Francini
Librarian
Tom Cashman
Membership
Dick Francini
Messier Marathon
Amy Hannon-Drew
Observatory Rep
Mike Monfils
Observatory Key Holders
Dick Francini
Rodrigo Roesch
Gary Baier
Wayne Kuhn
Brian Chopp
Properties
David Wagner
Public Outreach
Bob Nelezen
Amy Hannon-Drew
Website
Scott Dickson
Newsletter Editor
David Wagner

The Eyepiece
Editor : David Wagner
Circulation : 76
Submissions can be emailed to
timberlodge@yahoo.com
or mailed to
7788 Timberline Rd.
Oconto Falls, WI 54154

The Eyepiece is a monthly publication of the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society. Material in The Eyepiece may be reprinted for nonprofit use with
proper credit and consent from
both the editor and writer. The
editor reserves the right to accept or refuse, edit for content,
etc., any article or image submitted for publication.

Dick Francini
Bob Nelezen
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