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NPMAS Club Loaner Equipment
During the March club meeting, David Wagner did a presentation on the
equipment that the club owns and has available for loaning to club members.
For the next few months, we will feature one of the scopes or pieces of equipment we have available to borrow. If anyone wants to check out one of these
items, please send an email to David Wagner at timberlodge@yahoo.com

Upcoming Events
Board Meeting
 TBD
-TBD
Monthly Meetings
 APRIL 4TH
-Brandon Hamil
 MAY 2ND
- Steve Dutch
UW Green Bay

Regular Features:

BUSHNELL 700MM X 60MM REFRACTOR
-Talking remote. Guides you through the objects currently visable
from your location and date. Will give you the setting ring numbers
necessary to see the object.
-Nice beginner scope
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The NPMAS Historian
A Photo From The Past

This Month’s Photo Trivia

Answers to Last Month’s Photo Trivia

1. Where was the photo taken? Place, event, etc.?
2. What date or year was the photo taken?
3. Who is the person in the photo?
4. What is historically significant about the telescope?

1. Question: Where was the photo taken?
Answer: The photo was taken at Selner Park in
Kewaunee Wisconsin overlooking the 1895
Kewaunee Pierhead Lighthouse.
2. Question: What date or year was the photo taken?
Answer: The photo was taken June 8, 2004.
3. Question: What was the event?
Answer: The event was an early morning NPMAS
trip to see and photograph the transit of Venus.
4. Question: What equipment was used for this event?
Answer: Telescopes of all sizes as well as binoculars, welders glasses, eclipse shades, and photographic equipment. The transit photo was taken
near the end of the 6 hour event by NPMAS member Dan Ankeney.
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New Member Welcome
GOOD NEWS….WE HAVE SO MANY NEW MEMBERS TO
REPORT THIS MONTH, I MOVED THE NEW MEMBER
PAGE TO 14+15 THIS MONTH

WELCOME TO ALL OF OUR NEW MEMBERS

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING EACH OF YOU AT
CLUB MEETINGS AND EVENTS. DON’T BE SHY, STOP
OUT AND JOIN IN

Eye in the Sky
March

April

2nd

Full Moon—Super Moon

17th

New Moon

20th

March Equinox

31st

Full Moon-Blue Moon

16th
22,23rd
30th

New Moon
Lyrids Meteor Shower
Full Moon

http://www.seasky.org/astronomy/astronomy-calendar-2018.html
http://www.nightskyinfo.com/
http://www.astronomytoday.com/skyguide.html
Volume 30, Issue 2

Page 3

2018 Schedule of Events for NPMAS
January

3 – Meeting/Holiday Party – Mackinaw’s

6-7 - Parmentier Observing Weekend

31 – Lunar Eclipse

11-14 – ALCON 2018—Minneapolis, MN

February

12-15 – Wisconsin Observers Weekend

2-3 – Einstein Science Expo—Shopko Hall
7 – Meeting – Brian Welsch UWGB—Sun
23-25 – Camp U-Ni-Li-Yah

August

1– Meeting – Lynn Ward—Space Junk
10-11 Parmentier Observing Weekend

March

17‐19 ‐ Northwoods Starfest

17 – Messier Marathon

September

24 - Sheboygan Swap & Sell

5 – Mee ng – Gerry Schaefer—Extra Terrestrial Ex‐
oplanets

7 – Meeting – NPMAS Club Equipment Dave Wagner

April

4 – Meeting – Brandon Hamil—MAS
21 – Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary

May

2 – Meeting – Steve Dutch UWGB—Mirror in the Sky

5‐9 – Northern Nights Starfest
7‐8 – Parmen er Observing Weekend
8– Sputnik Fest
15 ‐ Public Observing, Brillion
29 ‐ Yerkes Observatory Club Trip

4-5 – NCRAL Convention Door County
11-12 – Parmentier Observing Weekend

October

June

5‐6 ‐ Parmen er Observing Weekend

8-9 – Parmentier Observing Weekend

13 – Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary

6 – Meeting – Tony Kroes—Unknown topic

9 – Club Picnic at Bay Beach
14-17 – Pike River Starfest

July

4 – NO MONTHLY MEETING DUE TO JULY 4TH
HOLIDAY

3 – Mee ng – Jim Sentoski—Unknown Topic

November
7 – Meeting – Barlow Planetarium
9-10 – Kroes Observing Weekend

December

5– Meeting – Year in Review
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Einstein Project 2018
Once again, the club participated in this years
Einstein project. The attendance was great again
with thousands of people in attendance. The
club had a good turnout for people to man the
booth.
This year the Museum helped sponsor our booth
so we could maintain two spaces. This allowed
us to bring several scopes, displays, and tables
with information available.
As with every year, the kids really enjoy looking
through the scopes at targets we have placed in
the ceiling of the convention center.
If you have not attended this event please consider doing so next year. It is a very rewarding
experience for both the kids and yourself.
Thanks to all the volunteers that made this event
possible and to the Neville Museum for their
sponsorship.
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2018 Club Brochure Completed
Thank you Brian Chopp for your work on the brochure again this year.
Thank you to all the board members and others that worked on putting together another
great upcoming year of activities for the NPMAS
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2018 Club Brochure Completed
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Sheboygan Swap and Sell

The club will be taking a few of the donated items from Hugh Sabota
down to the show. There are a number of items that are not a good fit
for our club scope loaner program and these will be sold here. Proceeds will go to the club general fund for use on future projects, observatory maintenance and club functions.
A reminder that the 2018 Swap-n-Sell is quickly approaching!
Saturday, March 24th from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Aviation Heritage Center
Sheboygan Airport
N6191 Resource Drive
Sheboygan Falls
Speaker schedule:
10:00 Regan Haulotte--NASA solar system ambassador—Upcoming
NASA space missions.
11:00 Michael Bakich--Astronomy’s Stranger Things
Door Prizes: 1 pair of 9 x 60 LW Oberwerk Binoculars and a Canyon
Diablo 95.5g iron meteorite from Geoff Notkin Aerolite Meteorites
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30th Annual Messier Marathon by Amy Hannon-Drew
It’s that time of year again! The first major NPMAS observing event of the year is just around the
corner so get out your Messier Marathon cards and get ready for the 2018 Messier Marathon!
This event is Saturday, March 24th at the Brillion Nature Center. This is the same venue as the
previous five years and we hope the weather will cooperate for us.
If you recall, the BNC has a beautiful100 seat room in their facility that is a perfect venue for our
event. There is a kitchen with numerous outlets and a sink, folding chairs and tables, lots of room
and a large stone fireplace.
So, now that you are all caught up on the where and the when, let’s talk about the why. The object of this star-party is to try and observe as many of the 110 Messier objects as possible in one
night. For new members, here is a little history for you: Charles Messier was a French astronomer
who hunted comets in the 18th century. During his searches he often was fooled by objects that
looked like comets but were not. He eventually compiled a list of these “false comets” so he and
other astronomers could avoid mistaking them for the real thing in the future. We have more information about Charles Messier and the Messier Marathon on the home page of our website: www.npmas.org
Not many people think about the comets Charles Messier discovered but his list of rejects is
known and revered throughout the astronomy world. It contains the best of the best deep-sky
objects to view including the brightest nebula, galaxies, and star-clusters in the night sky. The
NPMAS will provide observing forms for both telescope and binocular observing so you can log
your observations. Certificates will be awarded to everyone who observes 5 or more objects. Even
though this is potentially an all night event you can come and go when you like. Just keep your
car headlights off and use a red flashlight. If you are coming after dark, please use the first parking lot - it is a little distance away from the buildings and your headlights won’t be as much of a
distraction. You can bring a telescope, binoculars or just yourself and buddy-up with other observers.
The doors will open by 4:30 PM so get there early to score the best observing spot! This will also
give us plenty of time to set up our scopes and eat before the fun begins after sunset (around
7:11 pm ). This is a potluck party that lasts throughout the night WHETHER THE SKY IS CLEAR OR
CLOUDY. Everyone is encouraged to bring a dish or dessert to share. It can be anything from
crock-pot chili to lemon bars. The club will provide plates, bowls, cups and plastic ware - just
bring your own beverages.
All members of the NPMAS, NEWSTAR, and Door Peninsula Astronomical Society are invited. The Brillion Nature Center is located at W1135 Deerview Road, Brillion, WI 54110. You
can download a map from their web site: http://www.brillionnaturecenter.net/aboutus/maps It’s
a bit off the beaten path: once you turn off of Cty. PP onto Deerview Road you will travel past a
farmer’s yard and continue on a small, winding gravel road until it dead ends at the nature center.
There are several parking areas on the property and plenty of places to set up telescopes near the
buildings. If you have any questions, please give me a call at 920-499-0395.
Please join us for this always-fun event!
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Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Winter Weekend
A small group from NPMAS went to
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya the last weekend in
February. This year’s group was smaller
than usual due to work obligations and
illness. This was my tenth year going to
spend a weekend in cabins with the astronomy club. I look forward to this every
year. It is a great way to get to know your
fellow club members.
We started off with dinner at the Weatherwood Supper Club on Friday night. If the
weather cooperates, we look through the
one telescope that is brought or binoculars.
One year, the equipment was set up on the
baseball field. Other years, the telescope
was set up on the lake or the lagoon. Even
when the weather doesn’t cooperate, we
usually get a view of the stars on our way
to the bathrooms in the middle of the night.
Observing is not high on my priority list
because it is usually either clear and freezing or snowing.
Wayne made us pancakes and sausage for
breakfast, along with fresh fruit. On Saturday, you are free to do whatever you like.
Some people go cross country skiing or

By Ann Chopp

bird watching, others head to the sledding
hill or the skating pond. Our cabin was near
the ropes course, tire swings, and rock
climbing wall. We spent time outside, walking around the lake and playing broom ball.
The other cabins had groups or families or
friends that were also enjoying the activities
at camp. Tonima brought marshmallows for
the kids to roast in the fire. Keeping the fire
going is such a fun activity for everyone.

and talking about observing programs or
star parties. It is a great place to discuss
what you did last year or what you are
planning this year. You can get advice
on equipment or work on processing
your photos. If you want to read magazines or play board games, there are
people who enjoy that too. We also enjoy snacking all day. Saturday night,
Gerry made us spaghetti with garlic
toast and salad. Mary sent a container of
brownies for dessert. There is a sauna at
I have stayed in six different cabins during
camp that can be used, too.
the years I have gone to Camp U-Nah-LiYa. Cabin 9 is by far my favorite and that is This year it started sleeting Saturday
where we stayed this year. The cabin is new night, turning to snow by morning. We
packed up, swept out the cabin, and
with nice bunks and mattresses. There are
two large rooms with five bunk beds in each, emptied the ashes from the fireplace.
Another year of Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya
along with two small rooms with one bunk
Astronomy Weekend has come and
bed in each. The main room has tables and
chairs, futon couches, and a fire place. More gone, but the memories will remain,
cabins are nearby if we have enough people along with the friendships that have
going. The newly remodeled bathrooms are been strengthened by our time together.
Please join us next year for a new moon
a short walk away, with hot showers.
weekend in January or February.
Saturday afternoon is usually spent sharing
and reading astronomy magazines or books

Photo: Rodrigo, Gerry, Brian, Maddie, Ann, Wayne, Tonima, and Andres
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Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Winter Weekend
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ALCON 2018 Minneapolis

The Astronomical League
National Convention
(ALCON 2018) is being
held July 11th to 14th, 2018
in Minneapolis (and hosted
by our friends at MAS) at
the Hilton Minneapolis-St.
Paul Airport/ Mall of
America. We received a
great 3 minute video from
MAS inviting us to attend,
I attached the video from
you to watch and also attached a brochure with additional details about the
convention .
I expect quite a few
NPMAS members to at-
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tend, I plan on going. I realize
July 2018 is still a long way
from now, but the Minneapolis
club wants to get out the word
early. I don't think you can officially sign up for the convention yet, I'm guessing that will
be up on their website soon
(www.mnastro.org). FYI, here
are the details regarding the hotel:

It appears they have a great schedule of events planned and there is
always lots to do at Mall of America. Here are the video and brochure. Do they have some awesome equipment at their observatories?! Hope to see the there,
thanks Dick Francini

Hilton Minneapolis-St. Paul
Airport/Mall of America
3800 Airport Blvd.E
Bloomington, MN 55425
952-854-2100
Rate: $139 Use Code: ALCON7

http://alcon2018.astroleague.org/

To watch a short introduction video, please visit this weblink:
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Yerkes Club Trip—September 29th
The club has confirmed our
trip and tour of the Yerkes
Observatory. The date for
this tour is September 29th
at 2PM.
More discussion will be
held at the upcoming
monthly club meetings.
Please look at your schedules and let us know if you
have interest in attending.
More information will be
available soon.
If you plan to attend and
can take a few people with
in your vehicle, let us know.
We are looking forward to
the trip.

373 W. Geneva St, Williams Bay WI 53191

Barlow Planetarium November Club Meeting
Once again, Al Peche of the UW
Fox Valley has agreed to host
our club meeting for the month
of November. If you have
never attended the Planetarium, make plans to do so in November. The presentation is
always very unique as they
show it on their domed ceiling
giving a full 180 degree view.
Our meeting will start promptly at 6:30, so plan to be there a
little early. We will start with
a short club business portion of
the meeting then move into the
presentation. We are also currently working on a possible
tour of the Weis Earth Sciences Museum.
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NEW MEMBER SECTION
Randel Steele
Green Bay, WI

Chris Christopherson
Green Bay, WI

Lee Davis
DePere, WI

Karlie Yamry
Pulaski, WI

Adam Rudar
Green Bay, WI

Palmer Sjoberg
Baraboo, WI

Chris Christopherson
How did you find out about the NPMAS?

I was a member in the past but took a break for a couple years while I attended school at UW Oshkosh for a
degree in Professional Physics with a minor in Astronomy
How long have you been interested in Astronomy?

I have been interested in Astronomy for quite a while. My brother-in-law gave me a telescope that his father had used about 10 years ago which solidified my interest. Next thing I knew I had a couple more telescopes and was modifying cameras for astrophotography.
Do you have any particular interest like cosmology, galaxies, planets, etc?

I am especially interested in large star forming regions, their distribution of gases and dust, as well as their
surrounding magnetic fields.
Can you tell us a little about yourself, your work and other interests?

I am currently the Medical Informatics Program Manager at the UW Oshkosh Student Health Center. Previous to that I was a student and Systems Administrator at UW Oshkosh. At UW Oshkosh I studied Physics
and Astronomy and worked on research in Physics Education and Astronomy. My research in Astronomy
entailed: capturing images of the Cygnus Superbubble in Hydrogen-Alpha, Hydrogen-Beta and Oxygen-III;
combining 70 years of polarization measurements of stars with UVBY-Beta measurements of O and B type
stars; and designing an active cooler modification for a DSLR camera to reduce the amount of noise in long
exposure images. My other interests are in programming, machining, electronics and 3D printing.
What do you expect to get out of the club?

My expectations for the club are to be able to connect with a group of people that share an interest in Astronomy, participate in outreach events when able, and observe the night sky in a group setting.
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NEW MEMBER SECTION
Adam Rudar
How did you find out about the NPMAS?

I looked you up on the web.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy?

I have been interested since middle school. I have also always been a big science fiction fan too; so that
sparked a lot of interest in the universe
Do you have any particular interest like cosmology, galaxies, planets, etc?

I have a lot of interest in cosmology and how we know about the universe. Looking at stars through a telescope is totally new to me. A lot of my knowledge is through books and documentaries.
Can you tell us a little about yourself, your work and other interests?

I am a social studies teacher at Notre Dame Academy. My area of expertise is psychology. I have a lot of
hobbies, enjoy projects and love learning new things. We have a young family with two little boys, one was
just born.
What do you expect to get out of the club?

I'm hoping to start learning the basics so I can get some enjoyment out of my telescope. Someday I think I
would like to try astrophotography of galaxies but that is for someday when I have a lot more time and
money in the budget.
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Club Member Services
LOANER TELESCOPES

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for
a one month period, one of the six club telescopes available. Please contact one of the board members to make
arrangements. The six telescopes available are:

NPMAS members have access to two observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.



10 inch Dobsonian Telescope



60 mm Bushnell Voyager



12” Orion Sky Quest Intelliscope (Object Locator)



Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with Auto Star



4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain



8” F10 Celestron Schmidt Cassegrain

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30
inch classical Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or set up
their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils—920-435-7350
Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and
Tara Kroes, located Southwest of Pulaski on
10 acres of land. Members are welcome anytime but please call
ahead to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home—920-265-9290.

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety
of topics including observing, the
solar system, stars and more. Items
can be checked out at monthly club
meeting or by contacting Tom Cashman at 920-432-2261.

NPMAS BOARD
Officers
President
Gerry Kocken
president@npmas.org
920-676-6363

20156STAFF/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Board Members
Mark Wells
Lynn Ward
Tom Cashman

Vice President
Kevin Nasal
vicepresident@npmas.org
Treasurer
Dick Francini
treasurer@npmas.org
920-338-8504
Secretary
Brian Chopp
secretary@npmas.org
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Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
920-634-5548
David Wagner
timberlodge@yahoo.com
920-606-7788

ALCor Representative
Awards Coordinator
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya
Einstein Science Expo

Brian Chopp
Lynn Ward
Wayne Kuhn
Gerry Kocken
Lynn Ward
Historian
George McCourt
Holiday Party
Dick Francini
Librarian
Tom Cashman
Membership
Dick Francini
Messier Marathon
Amy Hannon-Drew
Observatory Rep
Mike Monfils
Observatory Key Holders
Dick Francini
Rodrigo Roesch
Gary Baier
Wayne Kuhn
Brian Chopp
Gerry Kocken
Mike Monfils
Properties
David Wagner
Public Outreach
Open
Website
Scott Dickson
Newsletter Editor
David Wagner
Object of Month
Dick Francini

The Eyepiece
Editor : David Wagner
Circulation : 75
Submissions can be emailed to
timberlodge@yahoo.com
or mailed to
7788 Timberline Rd.
Oconto Falls, WI 54154

The Eyepiece is a monthly publication of the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society. Material in The Eyepiece may be reprinted for nonprofit use with
proper credit and consent from
both the editor and writer. The
editor reserves the right to accept or refuse, edit for content,
etc., any article or image submitted for publication.
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