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Board Meeting
TBD

What’s Up
March 6, 2021 8:00 PM
At last, the month of March is here. The beginning of my favorite observing
season. The nights are still long, the sub-zero temperatures are a thing of
the past, and some great objects are filling the night sky. What more could
you want?

Monthly Meeting
March 3rd, Intermediate
Astrophotography
Zoom and In person. Watch
your email for your zoom
invitation and information
regarding registration to attend
in person.

I decided to start my review of the March night sky using the early night sky
of March 6th. Sunset is at 5:46 PM and astronomical twilight ends at 7:22
PM and while the phase of the Moon is last quarter, it does not rise until 2:55
AM providing about 7 hours of prime viewing time.
Due east we see Leo now about 45° above the horizon and the constellation
Virgo on the horizon. As Virgo rises we have have the opportunity to begin
an exploration of the Virgo Cluster. The Virgo Cluster is a collection of
approximately 1300 galaxies which is located 53.8 million light years away.
The Cluster contains about 30 galaxies with a magnitude greater than 12 and
spans an area of the sky that is about 8 degrees in diameter. In this
collection are 16 galaxies in the Messier list.
Once you tire of searching for galaxies you can turn your attention to globular
clusters. M3 and M53 are now above the horizon in the eastern sky and as
the night ages my favorite globular cluster, M13, the Great Hercules Cluster
will rise above the northeast horizon. As the month ages, these globular
clusters will be in a great location for viewing or for imaging.
If you like to observe conjunctions, we have Mars residing 2.6 degrees south
of the Pleiades on March 3rd. To get them in the same field of view you will
need a short focal length scope and a low power eyepiece.
If you have not gotten you fix of the winter constellations for the year you
better hurry. March is the last month to get reasonable views of Orion before
it sets in the western horizon for the year. Happy Viewing
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Pike River Starfest
The Pike River Starfest is entering its 7th year. The starfest is located in northern Wisconsin. It boasts the
darkest skies at any starfest in the State of Wisconsin. Last year a reading of 21.85 on the Sky Quality Meter
at 11:30pm two days in a row. The starfest will take place on Wednesday night July 7th thru Sunday morning
July 11th. The site is located at N14720 US Hwy 141, Amberg Wisconsin.
The site can accommodate approximate 30 camp sites. Tents and mobile homes are welcome. The site will
have portable toilets on site. There is no power to the sites themselves, however there is power at the
building for charging baReries and if a person chooses to camp next to the building, power will be supplied.
There will be 3 picnic tables available. Water and soap for doing dishes, clean water for rinsing along with
clean towels will be supplied. A camp stove and grill will also be available. Midnight snacks will be served
similar to Northwoods Starfest. In the event of cloudy weather, a ﬁre pit for a bonﬁre is available. In event of
rain, I have a conference room with a full library of astronomy books available and TV with a DVD player. The
conference room will also be used for serving midnight snacks.
During the days, hiking, tubing on the Pike River, trout ﬁshing on the Pike River (Class a Trout stream) golf,
white water raYing on the Menominee River or PeshZgo River within in a 35-minute drive, Iron Mountain Iron
Mine in Norway, which is a 25-minute drive, or tour any or all of MarineRe County’s 15 waterfalls. Dave’s Falls
is within walking distance of the camp sites, ½ mile. There is a daily fee charged to enter county parks, which
allows as many parks you want to visit in one day. There are also several history museums in which you can
visit in the area. There are two hotels in the area, 9 miles south in Wausaukee and 9 miles north in Pembine.
Showers are available 2 blocks north at the Italian Inn for $5.00.
RegistraZon is $10.00 per night per person. Pre-registraZon is required. Fees will not be returned in event of
weather or cancellaZon. When campsites are ﬁlled registraZon will be halted. First come, ﬁrst served.
RegistraZon is due by June 15th. AYer that dues will increase to $15.00 per night per person unZl June 30th.
Please indicate what nights you plan on aRending and how many individuals in your party. RegistraZon fees
should be sent to Gerry Kocken, PO Box 142, Amberg, Wi. 54102. For addiZonal informaZon or quesZons,
please contact me at gerryk@kockenwi.com or phone (920) 676-6363.
Standard rules for star parZes will be enforced.
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Pike River Starfest - Pictures from past years.
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2021 Schedule of Events for NPMAS
January
6
Monthly Meeting – Kuiper Belt Objects
February
3
Monthly Meeting – Astronomy in the
Movies – Fake Science or Real?
8-14 Winter Star Party – Big Pine Key, FL
Cancelled (Being Held as a virtual star
party on YOUTUBE.COM)
March
3
Monthly Meeting – Intermediate
Astrophotography
12-13 Kroes Observing Weekend
April
7
Monthly Meeting – Kevin Nasal
10
Messier Marathon
24
Einstein Science Expo - Cancelled
May
5
Monthly Meeting – Open
7-8
NCRAL Convention, Green Bay - Cancelled
14-15 Parmentier Observing Weekend
June
2

Monthly Meeting – Chandra X-Ray
Observatory
4-5
Parmentier Observing Weekend
10-13 Wisconsin Observers Weekend, Waupaca,
WI

July
7
7-11
9-10

Monthly Meeting – Surprise Topic
Pike River Starfest
Parmentier Observing Weekend

August
1-6
Nebraska Star Party – Valentine, NE
4
Monthly Meeting – Dick Francini
4-7
ALCON 2021 – Albuquerque, NM
6-7
Parmentier Observing Weekend
6-8
Northwoods Starfest, Fall Creek, WI
September
1.
Monthly Meeting – Historic Astronomy
Tools
1-7
Northern Nights Starfest, Palisade, MN
3-4
Parmentier Observing Weekend
11
Public Observing – Brillion Nature Center
October
1-2
Parmentier Observing Weekend
6
Monthly Meeting – Peter Dzwonkowski &
Electrons
9
Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife
Sanctuary
November
1.
Monthly Meeting – Lynn Ward
5-6
Kroes Observing Weekend
December
1
Monthly Meeting – Year in Review

New Member Welcome
The Dorn Family, Gabe, Amber,
Jeb and Amelia
Kory Klimoski
David Murphy
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New Member Welcome Mat
Please join me in welcoming our one of our new members this month, Kory Klimoski.
Below is the information that Kory has contributed as his introduction to the club. Please
make him welcome at future club activities.
Can you tell us a little about yourself, your work and other interests? I was born
and raised in Green Bay. Spent 30 years working for the military and I am now back in
Phlox Wisconsin living at my families farm.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy? I have been interested in the sky
and astronomy for about 40 years. Since I was single digits in age. Always loved it!
Do you have any particular interest like cosmology, galaxies, planets, etc.? I am
interested in science in general and all aspects of astronomy, astrophysics and science.
I am a computer guy by trade working on all aspects of computers and technology. I also
like nature, gardening, hunting and politics.
How did you find out about the NPMAS? I looked online for Astronomy clubs in the
area. I was a member of the Omaha Astronomical Society beginning in 2018.
What do you expect to get out of the club? I hope to get good contacts, good ideas
and share my interests in astronomy.

Photo Gallery - Beginner Astrophotography
This Month our contributor is Ryan Hass, Photos taken with an iPhone 11 pro
through one of the club’s loaner scopes.
The Orion Nebula

The Pleiades
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Club Monthly Meetings
The NPMAS monthly meetings are open to the public and are held at the Neville Public Museum on the first
Wednesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. We are currently holding our club monthly meetings in two
formats. People can attend the meetings in person at the Neville Museum or you can participate in the
meeting via zoom.
If you wish to attend the meetings in person, the Neville has set up a on-line registration system. The museum
has setup the chairs to maintain social distancing, we encourage everyone to follow the state mandated mask
requirement as well. Please use this link to obtain registration prior to attending:
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum-25049488527
If you would like to attend remotely via zoom, please watch for the email Brian Chopp sends out prior to the
meeting with the link to zoom. Here is this months link:
If you have not used zoom yet, you will find it very simple. Click on the link and follow the steps to enter the
meeting ID and then passcode when prompted. It may ask you to download some software if you have never
used zoom before. After that, you will be put into the meeting. If you have a microphone or camera, you can
participate in the conversation, if not, you can still watch the meeting. We do ask that if you have a
microphone, please disable it during the speakers presentation unless asking or being asked to answer a
question. Being courteous will keep disruptions down to a minimum.

TELESCOPE WORKSHOP
Before each monthly meeting Gerry Kocken is
offering to meet with club members who have
questions about their telescopes or have
telescopes that need adjustments or repairs. If
you would like to meet with Gerry for this
service he requests that you contact him prior to
the meeting so that he knows what he needs to
bring and to schedule his time. You can contact
Gerry at gerryk@kockenwi.com

Markarian’s Chain in the constellation Virgo
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Eye in the Sky
March 3, Mars is 2.6 degrees south of the Pleiades.
March 5, Last Quarter Moon
March 5, Conjunction of Mercury and Jupiter, hour
before sunrise in the southeastern sky
March 6, Mercury at greatest western elongation
March 13, New Moon
March 20, Spring Equinox
March 21, First Quarter Moon
March 28, Full Moon, the Worm Moon

CLUB PUBLIC OUTREACH
The education of the public about astronomy is one
aspect of our mission. Our public viewing sessions
are one way we achieve this goal. Another is by
accommodating requests from organizations in the
region for astronomy related speakers or
demonstrations. Types of organizations that have
made requests are schools, public libraries, and
scout troops. The club is always looking for
individuals who would like to contribute to these
activities. Ways that individuals can contribute is
by preparing or giving presentations, assisting at
public viewing sessions or by answering questions
from the public. If you are interested in
contributing to the club’s public outreach activities
you can contact any of the board members or the
Public Outreach Coordinator Robert Nelezen at
robertn330@gmail.com.

M90 and M89 in the Virgo Cluster
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NPMAS Sale or Swap Page
Below are some images of two scopes that a friend of a club
member is trying to sell. In addition to the scopes she has
some additional astronomy related equipment available for
sale. If you are interested you can contact her through her
Facebook page: Ann John Faucher | Facebook
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Loaner Telescopes

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge
for a one month period, one of the six club telescopes.
Please contact one of the board members to make
arrangements. The six telescopes available are:
10 inch Dobsonian Telescope
60 mm Bushnell Voyager
12 inch Orion SkyQuest IntelliScope
Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with AutoStar
4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain
8” F10 Celestron Schmidt-Cassegrain

NPMAS members have access to two observing sites
located on private land and belonging to members of
our club.

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety of topics
including observing, the solar system, stars and
more. Items can be checked out at monthly club
meetings or by contacting Tom Cashman at
920-432-2261

NPMAS BOARD
Board Members

President
Brian Chopp
president@npmas.org

Mark Wells
Mark-wells@SBCGlobal.net

Treasurer
Tom Cashman
treasurer@npmas.org
Secretary
David Wagner
secretary@npmas.org

Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes,
located southwest of Polaski on 10 acres of land.
Members are welcome anytime but please call ahead
to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home – 920-265-9290

Staff/Committee Chairs

Ofhicers

Vice President
Lynn Ward
vicepresident@npmas.org

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 inch classical
Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in
Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or
setup their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Address:
N4175 Doell Road
Luxemburg, WI 54217
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils – 920-435-7350

Jim Vareka
jim.vareka@gmail.com
Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
John Lyon
lyonj@uwgb.edu
Jim Sentowski
sentow@gmail.com
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