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December is here.  The month with the shortest days of the year, or as we like to focus on, it is the 
month with the longest nights.  On this day we will experience eleven hours and thirty minutes of 
dark sky.  The moon will set before the sun and not rise again 7:40 in the morning.  If it is clear we 
should have a great opportunity to do some winter viewing.

First on my list for viewing this evening are the planets.  Venus continues to brighten early this 
month with it maximum brightness occurring on December 7th.  On this night Venus, Saturn and 
Jupiter will dominate the southwestern sky after sunset with Jupiter having a magnitude of 
approximately -2 and Venus a magnitude of approximately -3 and Saturn sitting between them with 
a magnitude of approximately 1.  Over the next few nights a sliver of a moon will work its way 
across this portion of the sky producing some excellent wide field photo opportunities.  With a lens 
with a focal length of less than 50mm you should be able to capture all four objects in one field of 
view.  Uranus and Neptune are also in our night sky this month.  Neptune will have a magnitude of 
approximately 8.  The general location of Neptune this evening can be found by drawing a line from 
Saturn to Jupiter and then continuing on that line for about 25% further than the distance between 
Jupiter and Saturn.   Uranus will have a magnitude of approximately 6 and will lie at the middle of a 
a line drawn between the stars Menkar and Hamal.

In the east the Orion Constellation and the winter Milky Way are rising above the horizon.  A 
collection of brighter open star clusters grace this portion on the winter Milky Way.  Included in this 
group are M38, the Starfish cluster, M36, the Pinwheel Cluster, M37, January Salt and Pepper 
Cluster,  M35, the Shoe-Buckle Cluster, and NGC2169, the 37 Cluster.  A collection of nebulae can 
also be found in this section of the winter Milky Way.  Some are easy astrophotography targets and 
others are hard.  The Flaming Star Nebula, C31, and the Crab Nebula, M1, are two of my favorite 
targets.  While the Fly Nebula and the Spider Nebula, NGC1931 and IC417 respectively, are 
challenging targets for astrophotographers and require significant aperture for visual astronomers.

November offered a few good nights for viewing in Green Bay and one of those nights just 
happened to occur on a night when we observed a partial lunar eclipse.  Let’s hope for some more 
good viewing nights as we finish 2021.

What’s Up
Friday, Dec. 3rd  6PM
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As 2021 comes to a close, it’s time to look ahead to our 31st annual NPMAS Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Winter Weekend! 
It would have been 32nd except that the pandemic forced us to cancel last year’s event. Now we are back on track and are 
looking to get together Friday, January 14th thru Sunday, January 16th, 2022 at YMCA Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya. The Camp is at 
12101 Y Camp Road, Suring, WI (715-276-7116) and is located on Chute Pond, just south of Mountain, WI. Arrival time on 
Friday is 4:00 pm and checkout time on Sunday is 1:00 pm.  

This annual adventure includes cross country skiing on over seven miles of trails in and around the Nicolet National 
Forest, snow shoeing, ice skating, broomball on the ice rink, ice fishing, snow tubing/sledding, wood sauna on the lake, and 
relaxing by a warm fireplace with your NPMAS friends. The Camp has a big supply of cross country skis with poles, ski 
boots, ice skates, and snow shoes, all free of charge! You can choose to do as much or as little as you like. 

Unfortunately due to the Camp’s loss of income last year because of the pandemic they have had to raise their rates 
and are no longer able to give our club a discount. Therefor the cost this year will be $50.00 per person and children 15 and 
under are only $40.00 each. Included in this cost are your two nights lodging for the weekend, two free meals, and access to 
all camp facilities, equipment, and activities. Usually the majority of our group will travel to a local restaurant and eat together 
on Friday night. The club will provide a free breakfast (pancakes, sausages, etc.) Saturday morning and a free supper (TBD) 
on Saturday night!  

We have reserved a newly remodeled cabin #14 that is the same 24 person capacity as our usual #9 cabin (with 
furnace and fireplace) but it also has an indoor bathroom! The bunks have mattresses only so bring your own sleeping bags 
and linens. Parking is available right next to each cabin. The Camp’s website does not have any pictures of Cabin #14 but here 
is a link to a virtual tour of the very similar Cabin #9: 

YMCA Camp-u-nah-li-ya (core-crafted.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com) 

What to bring: Sleeping bags, pillows, warm clothes, swimsuit (for the sauna), towel, toiletries, white flashlight, red 
flashlight for observing area, outdoor equipment, reading material, snacks, drinks (other than coffee and hot chocolate which 
will be provided for you), observing equipment, telescope or binoculars, board games, cards etc. The skies are among the 
darkest in Wisconsin so bring your telescopes along and brave the frozen lake. 

This is always a really fun time so if you’ve never gone before give it a try! We will pass a sign-up sheet again at the 
next club meeting and at the Club Holiday party on January 12th, 2022 at Mackinaw’s. Please provide names and ages of all 
attending adults and children. You can also email Wayne Kuhn at waylin98@new.rr.com if you intend on going so we can get 
a head count for the Camp and coordinate arrival times and activities. This is really a great value for two nights in the woods 
of northern Wisconsin and with two free meals included. We look forward to you coming along and making the NPMAS 
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya Winter Weekend a weekend to remember! 

Wayne Kuhn Cell: 920-680-0657 

	
Tubing down the sled hill

Camp Unit Winter Weekend

http://core-crafted.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com/360-tours/ymca-camp-u-nah-li-ya-360-tour.html
mailto:waylin98@new.rr.com
http://core-crafted.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com/360-tours/ymca-camp-u-nah-li-ya-360-tour.html
mailto:waylin98@new.rr.com
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January 5, Meeting Canceled

January 12, Holiday Party at Mackinaws 
Grill and Spirits in Green Bay

January 14-16, Camp U-Na-Li-ya Winter 
Weekend.

February 2, Monthly Meeting. John Briggs 
will speak about his trip to the Antarctic.

March 2, Monthly Meeting, Barlow 
Planetarium for a 7 PM show.

April 2, Messier Marathon, Brillion Nature 
Center.

2022 Schedule of Events 
for NPMAS

New Member Welcome

No new Members

Jupiter, Saturn and Venus November 22, 2021

NASA News

The James Webb Space Telescope has a 
target launch date of Wednesday, Dec. 22.

Voyager 1, launched Sept. 5, 1977, is more 
than 23 billion miles from Earth and it takes 
over 21 hours for its signals to reach the 
Earth.  It is now exploring interstellar space.  
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Club Monthly Meetings 

The NPMAS monthly meetings are open to the public and are held at the Neville Public Museum on the 
first Wednesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. 

Eye in the Sky

TELESCOPE WORKSHOP

Before each monthly meeting Gerry Kocken is offering to 
meet with club members who have questions about their 
telescopes or have telescopes that need adjustments or 
repairs.  If you would like to meet with Gerry for this 
service he requests that you contact him prior to the 
meeting so that he knows what he needs to bring and to 
schedule his time.  You can contact Gerry at 
gerryk@kockenwi.com

CLUB PUBLIC OUTREACH
The education of the public about astronomy is one aspect of 
our mission.  Our public viewing sessions are one way we 
achieve this goal.  Another is by accommodating requests 
from organizations in the region for astronomy related 
speakers or demonstrations.  Types of organizations that have 
made requests are schools, public libraries, and scout troops. 
The club is always looking for individuals who would like to 
contribute to these activities.  Ways that individuals can 
contribute is by preparing or giving presentations, assisting at 
public viewing sessions or by answering questions from the 
public.  If you are interested in contributing to the club’s 
public outreach activities you can contact any of the board 
members or the Public Outreach Coordinator Robert Nelezen 
at robertn330@gmail.com.

Dec. 4; New Moon
Dec. 6; Conjunction of Moon and Venus
Dec. 6; φ-Cassiopeid Meteor Shower peak
Dec. 7; Conjunction of Moon and Saturn
Dec. 7; Venus at greatest brightness
Dec. 9; Conjunction of Moon and Jupiter
Dec. 10; Moon at First Quarter
Dec. 14; Peak of Geminid Meteor Shower
Dec. 18; Full Moon
Dec. 21; Winter Solstice
Dec. 22; Ursid Meteor Shower Peak
Dec. 26; Moon at Last Quarter

Lunar Eclipse November 19, 2021

mailto:gerryk@kockenwi.com
mailto:robertn330@gmail.com
mailto:gerryk@kockenwi.com
mailto:robertn330@gmail.com
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Loaner Telescopes

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for 
a one month period, one of the six club telescopes.  
Please contact one of the board members to make 
arrangements.  The six telescopes available are:
  10 inch Dobsonian Telescope
  60 mm Bushnell Voyager
  12 inch Orion SkyQuest IntelliScope
  Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with AutoStar
   4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain
   8” F10 Celestron Schmidt-Cassegrain

Club Library 

NPMAS	has	a	collection	of	astronomy	related	books	and	videos	covering	a	wide	variety	of	topics	including	
observing,	the	solar	system,	stars	and	more.		Items	can	be	checked	out	at	monthly	club	meetings	or	by	
contacting	Tom	Cashman	at	920-432-2261

OfRicers		

President
Gerry Kocken
president@npmas.org

Vice President
Scott Dickson
vicepresident@npmas.org

Treasurer
Tom Cashman
treasurer@npmas.org

Secretary
Mark Wells
secretary@npmas.org

Board Members

Jerry Schaefer

Trevor Dammon

Dick Francinni

NPMAS BOARD

ALCOR	Representative...............Rodrigo	Roesch	
Awards	Coordinator	............................	
Camp	U-Nah-Li-Ya		...........................Wayne	Kuhn	
Einstein	Science	Expo		...................Gerry	Kocken	
Historian	........................................George	McCourt	
Holiday	Party	.....................................Dick	Francini	
Librarian	............................................Tom	Cashman	
Membership	………………………….Tom	Cashman	
Messier	Marathon	........................	
Museum	Exhibit	Coordinator	George	McCourt	
Observatory	Rep	...............................Mike	MonRils	
Observatory	Key	Holders	 ........Dick	Francini	
………………………………………………Wayne	Kuhn	
...................................................................Brian	Chopp	
.................................................................Gerry	Kocken	
...................................................................Mike	MonRils	
........................................................................John	Lyon	
……………………………………………		Scott	Dickson	
Properties	........................................David	Wagner	
Public	Outreach	..........................Robert	Nelezen	
Website	..............................................Scott	Dickson	
Newsletter	Editor	.................................John	Lyon	
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NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 inch classical 
Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in 
Wisconsin.  Members may view through the 30 inch or 
setup their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Address:
N4175 Doell Road
Luxemburg, WI 54217
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils – 920-435-7350
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