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Message from the Chair
NCRAL 2021 Update
Hi Club,
At the most recent NPMAS Board meeting, the board decided to cancel the
upcoming NCRAL convention that we were scheduled to host this coming
May. This was a hard decision because we had many fun events planned and
were excited to host the region but we came to this decision after discussing
with Gerry Kocken, the convention chair, and with input from St. Norbert’s, the
venue we reserved. The ongoing COVID pandemic and the progress of
vaccinations presented too much risk for the convention to be financially
successful. We felt that it made sense to make the call at this time before
opening up registration and starting to incur additional costs.
Thank you to all the club members that put time and effort into on planning the
convention, particularly Gerry. A lot of work and planning had been done
already. NCRAL has hosts slated for the conventions in 2022 and 2023. The
board will be considering if we want to sign up to host one of the conventions
after.
Thanks,

February 2021

Upcoming Events
Board Meeting
TBD
Monthly Meeting
Feb. 3
Astronomy in the Movies –
Fake Science or Real?
Zoom and In person. Watch
your email for your zoom
invitation and information
regarding registration to attend
in person.
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What’s Up
February 11, 2021 8:00 PM
This evening the eastern sky will be dominated by the 1.35 magnitude star Regulus.
Sitting 7° south of due east and 24° above the horizon this multi-star system is the
brightest star in the constellation Leo. The rising of Leo marks the beginning of the galaxy
hunting season. In the constellation Leo five galaxies on the Messier list can be found.
These include M95, M96 and M105 a group of three galaxies that are due east at this time
and about 18° above the horizon. These three galaxies lie within 1.5° of one another and
are part of a larger group of galaxies referred to as the Leo I group or the M96 group. The
M96 group is easily imaged with scopes of 4 inches and greater revealing three Messier
objects along with a number of the other members of the group. The other two Messier
objects in Leo are M65 and M66. These two galaxies along with NGC3628 are referred to
as the Leo Triplet a group of three galaxies that are less than 1° apart in the night sky. The
group can be found approximately 5° north of due east and 14° above the horizon on this
day and time.
On the horizon at this hour is the constellation Coma Berenices with its four Messier
objects. The four, M85, M98, M99 and M100, are galaxies. These galaxies are part of the
Virgo Cluster and will be presented in more detail next month when we look at the galaxies
in Virgo.
Looking towards the northeast we find M81 and M82, Bode’s Galaxy and Cigar Galaxy, in
a good location for viewing or imaging. They are 30° south of due north and 50° above the
horizon at this hour. For star hoppers, draw a line across the bowl of the big dipper from
Phecda to Dubhe. Continue on this line for the same distance that separates these two
stars and you should be in the neighborhood of M81. In the northwest we have only a few
weeks to catch two of the brighter galaxies of the northern skies. The Triangulum Galaxy,
M33, sets just after midnight and the Andromeda Galaxy, M31, sets at 1:14 AM on this
night.
If galaxy hunting is not your cup of tea, then look for the Owl Nebula, M97, in the northeast
sky in the constellation Ursa Major. At this hour it will be about 46° south of due north and
38° above the horizon. Just look about 2° below the big dipper bowl star Merak to find this
planetary nebula. If you find the Owl Nebula you will most likely also find the Surfboard
Galaxy, M108 as these two objects are less than 1° apart.
Happy viewing.
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2021 Schedule of Events for NPMAS
January
6
Monthly Meeting – Kuiper Belt Objects
February
3
Monthly Meeting – Astronomy in the
Movies – Fake Science or Real?
8-14 Winter Star Party – Big Pine Key, FL
Cancelled (Being Held as a virtual star
party on YOUTUBE.COM)
March
3
Monthly Meeting – Intermediate
Astrophotography
12-13 Kroes Observing Weekend
April
7
Monthly Meeting – Kevin Nasal
10
Messier Marathon
24
Einstein Science Expo - Cancelled
May
5
Monthly Meeting – Open
7-8
NCRAL Convention, Green Bay - Cancelled
14-15 Parmentier Observing Weekend
June
2

Monthly Meeting – Chandra X-Ray
Observatory
4-5
Parmentier Observing Weekend
10-13 Wisconsin Observers Weekend, Waupaca,
WI

July
7
7-11
9-10

Monthly Meeting – Surprise Topic
Pike River Starfest
Parmentier Observing Weekend

August
1-6
Nebraska Star Party – Valentine, NE
4
Monthly Meeting – Dick Francini
4-7
ALCON 2021 – Albuquerque, NM
6-7
Parmentier Observing Weekend
6-8
Northwoods Starfest, Fall Creek, WI
September
1.
Monthly Meeting – Historic Astronomy
Tools
1-7
Northern Nights Starfest, Palisade, MN
3-4
Parmentier Observing Weekend
11
Public Observing – Brillion Nature Center
October
1-2
Parmentier Observing Weekend
6
Monthly Meeting – Peter Dzwonkowski &
Electrons
9
Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife
Sanctuary
November
1.
Monthly Meeting – Lynn Ward
5-6
Kroes Observing Weekend
December
1
Monthly Meeting – Year in Review

New Member Welcome
New Members:
Paul Kardish & family
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Club Monthly Meetings
The NPMAS monthly meetings are open to the public and are held at the Neville Public Museum on the first
Wednesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. We are currently holding our club monthly meetings in two
formats. People can attend the meetings in person at the Neville Museum or you can participate in the
meeting via zoom.
If you wish to attend the meetings in person, the Neville has set up a on-line registration system. The museum
has setup the chairs to maintain social distancing, we encourage everyone to follow the state mandated mask
requirement as well. Please use this link to obtain registration prior to attending:
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum-25049488527
If you would like to attend remotely via zoom, please watch for the email Brian Chopp sends out prior to the
meeting with the link to zoom. Here is this months link:
If you have not used zoom yet, you will find it very simple. Click on the link and follow the steps to enter the
meeting ID and then passcode when prompted. It may ask you to download some software if you have never
used zoom before. After that, you will be put into the meeting. If you have a microphone or camera, you can
participate in the conversation, if not, you can still watch the meeting. We do ask that if you have a
microphone, please disable it during the speakers presentation unless asking or being asked to answer a
question. Being courteous will keep disruptions down to a minimum.

TELESCOPE WORKSHOP
Before each monthly meeting Gerry Kocken is
offering to meet with club members who have
questions about their telescopes or have
telescopes that need adjustments or repairs. If
you would like to meet with Gerry for this
service he requests that you contact him prior to
the meeting so that he knows what he needs to
bring and to schedule his time. You can contact
Gerry at gerryk@kockenwi.com
The Leo Triplet M65, M66, NGC3628
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Eye in the Sky

The Regulus System

February 4, Last Quarter Moon
February 11, New Moon
February 11, Conjunction of Venus and Jupiter
February 18, NASA Perseverance Mars landing
February 19, First Quarter Moon
February 27, Full Moon Snow Moon
Ref. In-the-sky.org
earthsky.org
go-astronomy.com

CLUB PUBLIC OUTREACH
The education of the public about astronomy is one
aspect of our mission. Our public viewing sessions
are one way we achieve this goal. Another is by
accommodating requests from organizations in the
region for astronomy related speakers or
demonstrations. Types of organizations that have
made requests are schools, public libraries, and
scout troops. The club is always looking for
individuals who would like to contribute to these
activities. Ways that individuals can contribute is
by preparing or giving presentations, assisting at
public viewing sessions or by answering questions
from the public. If you are interested in
contributing to the club’s public outreach activities
you can contact any of the board members or the
Public Outreach Coordinator Robert Nelezen at
robertn330@gmail.com.
M81 and
M82
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The star in the constellation Leo that we
call Regulus is a complex star system. At
a distance of 79.3 light years from our
sun the star system is the 21st brightest
star in the sky. Designated as a double
star it is likely a system composed of two
double stars that rotate about each other.
The brightest star of the system, Regulus
A, has an apparent magnitude of 1.2. It
is believed to have an as yet unseen
companion that is proposed to be a white
dwarf. The two are believed to orbit a
common center of mass with a period of
40 days. Regulus A has a rotational
period of 15.9 hours. This rapid rate of
rotation and its size, about 3.8 times that
of the sun, produces a star with an oblate
shape. The Regulus BC double is the
visible double of Regulus A. The two
stars of the BC double have magnitudes
of 8.1 and 13.5. They are 95AU apart
and are 5000 AU from Regulus A. They
rotate Regulus A with a period of 600
years.

NASA web site image

NASA Perseverance Rover
The Perseverance Rover is on a mission
to find signs that life once existed on
Mars. The rover is scheduled to land in
the Jezero Crater on February 18th. To
learn everything there is to know about
this mission visit the NASA Perseverance
web site.
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New Member Welcome Mat
Please join me in welcoming our new members, Paul, Lisa and Hudson Kardish.
Below is the information that Paul has contributed as his introduction to the club.
Please make them welcome at future club activities.
Can you tell us a little about yourself, your work and other interests? I am an
attorney (working for companies mostly like Kohler, Schneider etc.) and have been
for about 30 years, also a former FBI Agent based out of Spokane, WA. Married for
13 years to Lisa (native Green Bay and her family ran the Mariner for about 30 years
ending back in the late 90s) and we have an 11 years old son named Hudson (who
attends Leonardo Da Vinci School). Live in the Preble HS area.
How long have you been interested in Astronomy? I have always been
interested but never really studied the sky. I spent a lot of time in Washington state
(Spokane) and had plenty of dark skies which peaked my interest. My 11 year old
son is also interested in space and NASA.
Do you have any particular interest like cosmology, galaxies, planets, etc.?
Might want to try astrophotography, but I would like to at least get a handle on
observing. First things first!
How did you find out about the NPMAS? Through the Neville Museum and was
looking for folks who knew more about this subject than me.
What do you expect to get out of the club? Just would like to understand better
how to approach astronomy, how to become a decent observer, learn about
telescopes and eventually astrophotography.
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Loaner Telescopes

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge
for a one month period, one of the six club telescopes.
Please contact one of the board members to make
arrangements. The six telescopes available are:
10 inch Dobsonian Telescope
60 mm Bushnell Voyager
12 inch Orion SkyQuest IntelliScope
Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with AutoStar
4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain
8” F10 Celestron Schmidt-Cassegrain

NPMAS members have access to two observing sites
located on private land and belonging to members of
our club.

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety of topics
including observing, the solar system, stars and
more. Items can be checked out at monthly club
meetings or by contacting Tom Cashman at
920-432-2261

NPMAS BOARD
Board Members

President
Brian Chopp
president@npmas.org

Mark Wells
Mark-wells@SBCGlobal.net

Treasurer
Tom Cashman
treasurer@npmas.org
Secretary
David Wagner
secretary@npmas.org
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Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes,
located southwest of Polaski on 10 acres of land.
Members are welcome anytime but please call ahead
to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home – 920-265-9290

Staff/Committee Chairs

Ofhicers

Vice President
Lynn Ward
vicepresident@npmas.org

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 inch classical
Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in
Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or
setup their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Address:
N4175 Doell Road
Luxemburg, WI 54217
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils – 920-435-7350

Jim Vareka
jim.vareka@gmail.com
Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
John Lyon
lyonj@uwgb.edu
Jim Sentowski
sentow@gmail.com
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