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What’s Up 
April 9, 2021 9:13 PM

I have chosen April 9th as the day to start my review of the April sky.  On this 
Friday night astronomical twilight ends 9:13 PM and we are two days before the 
new moon.  With astronomical twilight beginning at 4:31 we have close to 7 hours 
of dark skies.  As the month progresses, the nights will get shorter and by the end 
of the month we will have less than 6 hours of astronomical dark skies.

Early in the month the eastern sky will be dominated by the double star Arcturus.  
On this evening it starts out about 30 degrees above the horizon due east.  About 
10 degrees above Arcturus lie the globular clusters M3 and M53.  M3 is slightly 
north of due east and M53 is about 10 degrees south of due east.  In the region 
from M53 and south 20 degrees and 15 degrees above M53 lie 16 galaxies that 
are included in the Messier List.  Above and north of M3 lie another 5 galaxies that 
are in the Messier List.  As the night progress three additional globular cluster rise 
into good viewing positions.  M5, the Rose Cluster is low on horizon due east and 
M92 and M13 are about 15 degrees above the northeast horizon.  These last two 
globular clusters are some of my favorite viewing and photographing deep sky 
objects.

Looking north we find M81, Bode’s Galaxy, and M82, Cigar Galaxy, about 20 
degrees above Polaris marking their maximum elevation.  These two galaxies can 
be easily be found in the same field of view as they are only about half of a 
degree apart.  About 20 degrees below Polaris is the Iris Nebula, C4.   

As this is Messier Marathon season, if you wait long enough you can view most of 
the Messier Objects.  My three favorite summer nebula, M16, M17 and M20, rise 
at about 2 AM on this day along the southeastern horizon.  They are fun to view 
and to photograph and are something to look forward to as spring becomes 
summer.

Happy Viewing.
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The snow and ice is melting, the skunk cabbage is in bloom, possums are creeping about, and the bats are stirring 
in their hibernacula.   Clear harbingers of spring, and clear indication that amateur astronomers need to be dusting 
off their equipment and getting ready for the Messier Marathon. This first major NPMAS observing event of the 
year is just around the corner. The event is Saturday, April 10 at the Brillion Nature Center. This is the same 
venue as the previous years.   

Last year's Marathon was thwarted by the pandemic, hence this will the 32nd annual MM, again.  With the 
pandemic now waning the Marathon is going ahead, but with appropriate Covid precautions.  The nature center is 
requiring no more than 10 people at a time inside the building, and those inside need to be masked.  We are 
allowed a maximum of 50 people outdoors.  For these reasons we are not planning a pot luck this year; people 
may bring their own food.   

The BNC has a beautiful 100 seat room in their facility that is a perfect venue for our event. There is a kitchen 
with numerous outlets and a sink, folding chairs and tables, lots of room and a large stone fireplace. The BNC is 
giving us the site at no charge in exchange for a NPMAS public observing event which will be held on 
September 11th. Due to the Covid restrictions this year our use of this lovely facility will be limited to individuals 
or small groups having a snack and warming up, or using the restrooms. 

The object of this star-party is to try and observe as many of the 110 Messier objects as possible in one night. For 
new members, here is a little history for you: Charles Messier was a French astronomer who hunted comets in the 
18th century. During his searches he often was fooled by objects that looked like comets but were not. He 
eventually compiled a list of these “false comets” so he and other astronomers could avoid mistaking them for the 
real thing in the future.  

Not many people think about the comets Charles Messier discovered but his list of rejects is known and revered 
throughout the astronomy world. It contains the best of the best deep-sky objects to view including the brightest 
nebula, galaxies, and star-clusters in the night sky. The NPMAS will provide observing forms for both telescope 
and binocular observing so you can log your observations. Certificates will be awarded to everyone who observes 
5 or more objects. Even though this is potentially an all night event you can come and go when you like. Just 
keep your car headlights off and use a red flashlight. If you are coming after dark, please use the first parking lot - 
it is a little distance away from the buildings and your headlights won’t be as much of a distraction. You can bring 
a telescope, binoculars or just yourself and buddy-up with other observers. 

The doors will open by 5 PM so get there early to score the best observing spot! This will also give us plenty of 
time to set up our scopes before the fun begins after sunset (around 7:30 pm). While observing, please ask first 
before looking through some else's scope, and don't assume it's Ok.  Some people might not want others 
breathing over their equipment.  

All members of the NPMAS, NEWSTAR, and Door Peninsula Astronomical Society are invited. The Brillion 
Nature Center is located at W1135 Deerview Road, Brillion, WI 54110. You can download a map from their 
web site: http://www.brillionnaturecenter.net/aboutus/maps  It’s a bit off the beaten path: once you turn off of Cty. 
PP onto Deerview Road you will travel past a farmer’s yard and continue on a small, winding gravel road until it 
dead ends at the nature center. There are several parking areas on the property and plenty of places to set up 
telescopes near the buildings. If you have any questions, please give me a call at 920-323-3307, or contact any 
club officer. 

Please join us for this always-fun event! 

32nd Annual Messier Marathon (again!)
                       by Bill Hennessy
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It is Messier marathon season again proclaimed an article that I was reading.  It stated that the coming 
weekend would be the best time to catch all 110 Messier objects this spring.  Since I have never tried 
the marathon before and I that needed a diversion from the Covid-19 induced social distancing that I 
was observing I decided to check it out.  The outlook for observing on the weekend of March 12/13 
was ideal.  Zero cloud cover, above average seeing and nearly a new moon were all in the forecast.  
Some of the best observing conditions that I have seen so far this year.  I downloaded one of the many 
suggested observing sequences for the marathon from the web and reviewed how these objects would 
present themselves over the course of the night using a planetarium program.  I found that for my 
location that I should be able to observe 100 of the objects over the course of the night.  The last 10 
objects on my list would not rise above my eastern horizon before morning twilight would obscure 
them from view.  So my goal became to observe all 100 of these Messier objects.  Now I must confess 
that I was not going to attempt a classical Messier marathon but a photographic one.  My hobby is 
astrophotography so I was going to try to image 100 Messier objects over the course of one night using 
an AT115EDT scope on a pier mounted CEM60 go-to mount.  My imaging camera would be an 
ASI1600MM pro monochrome camera using a luminance filter.  My guide scope is a TeleVue Ranger 
which is fitted with an ASI120MM camera.

On the evening of March 12 I got a good dinner in me and lots of layers of clothing on me and got out 
to the observatory a little before 7 PM.  It took a few minutes to get all of the equipment connected and 
calibrated and I had my first image at 7.05 PM.  A 2 minute exposure of M74, the Phantom Galaxy in 
Pisces and I was off and running. Over the next three hours I captured 28 more images before I took my 
first break of the night.  After a 20 minute break my next session lasted until 12:30 during which I 
collected another 25 images.  Over these two sessions I had noticed a problem with my go-to accuracy.  
I started to miss intended targets after moving to a new area of the sky.  I addressed this problem by 
syncing the mount on a bright star in the region that I was imaging whenever the problem became 
apparent.  My next and last session started at 1 AM and lasted until 3:30 in the morning.  I should have 
just taken a break at this time, but I was tired and cold so I shut down the observatory and went to bed.  

The next day I analyzed my images with a program called All Sky Plate Solver to make sure that I had 
really captured the objects that I had intended to.   I got 90 confirmed captures of the 92 different 
objects I had tried to capture.  The two objects not confirmed were objects obscured by the horizon, but 
I really got them.   Why only 92  and not 100?  Well, my observatory has a blind spot that is located 
around the zenith.  When the objects in Ursa Major and Canes Venatici were to be imaged they were in 
my blind spot and I missed 6 objects from that region of the sky.  I could have waited for them to move 
out of the blind spot, but at 3:30 AM I was finished.  I also missed two objects that were obscured by 
my northern and southern horizons at the time I tried to capture them.  

So was it worth it?  I enjoyed the challenge until about 2AM.  After that I was really struggling to keep 
going.  It took me two days to get over being tired.  The images that I collected were OK, but not poster 
quality.  So yes, just to say that I tried makes it worth it.  Will I try it again?  Well, maybe next 
weekend.

My March Messier Marathon Experience
By John Lyon
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January	
6	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Kuiper	Belt	Objects	

February	
3	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Astronomy	in	the	

Movies	–	Fake	Science	or	Real?	
8-14		 Winter	Star	Party	–	Big	Pine	Key,	FL	

Cancelled	(Being	Held	as	a	virtual	star	
party	on	YOUTUBE.COM)	

March	
3	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Intermediate	

Astrophotography	
12-13	 Kroes	Observing	Weekend	

April	
7	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Kevin	Nasal	
10	 Messier	Marathon	-	Brillion Nature Center
24	 Einstein	Science	Expo	-	Cancelled	

May	
1	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Steven	O’Meara	

Saturday	10:30	AM		Note	Change	in	time		
7-8	 NCRAL	Convention,		Green	Bay	-	

Cancelled	
14-15	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	

June	
2	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Chandra	X-Ray	

Observatory	
4-5	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	
10-13	 Wisconsin	Observers	Weekend,	Waupaca,	

WI	

July	
7	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Surprise	Topic	
7-11	 Pike	River	Starfest	
9-10		 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	

August	
1-6		 Nebraska	Star	Party	–	Valentine,	NE	
4	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Dick	Francini	
4-7	 ALCON	2021	–	Albuquerque,	NM	-	

Cancelled	
6-7	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	
6-8	 Northwoods	Starfest,	Fall	Creek,	WI	

September	
1. Monthly	Meeting	–	Historic	Astronomy	

Tools	
1-7	 Northern	Nights	Starfest,	Palisade,	MN	
3-4	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	
11	 Public	Observing	–	Brillion	Nature	Center	

October	 	
1-2	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	
6	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Peter	Dzwonkowski	&	

Electrons	
9	 Public	Observing	–	Bay	Beach	Wildlife	

Sanctuary	

November	
1. Monthly	Meeting	–	Screening	of	Short	Film	

“Liminous”	A	film	about	the	work	of	Larry	
Molnar	directed	by	Sam	Smartt	

5-6	 Kroes	Observing	Weekend	

December	
1	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Year	in	Review	

2021 Schedule of Events for NPMAS

New Member Welcome 

New Members: Jeff Parish

May Monthly Meeting

Coming to us by Zoom from Botswana is the 
world-renowned astronomer Stephen James 

O’Meara.  Known for his eyesight and observing 
skills Stephen will share with us some of his 

achievements as a visual astronomer.

http://YOUTUBE.COM
http://YOUTUBE.COM
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Club Monthly Meetings 

The NPMAS monthly meetings are open to the public and are held at the Neville Public Museum on the first 
Wednesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.  We are currently holding our club monthly meetings in two 
formats.  People can attend the meetings in person at the Neville Museum or you can participate in the 
meeting via zoom. 

If you wish to attend the meetings in person, the Neville has set up a on-line registration system. The museum 
has setup the chairs to maintain social distancing, we encourage everyone to follow the state mandated mask 
requirement as well.  Please use this link to obtain registration prior to attending:

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum-25049488527

If you would like to attend remotely via zoom, please watch for the email Brian Chopp sends out prior to the 
meeting with the link to zoom.  Here is this months link: 

If you have not used zoom yet, you will find it very simple.  Click on the link and follow the steps to enter the 
meeting ID and then passcode when prompted.  It may ask you to download some software if you have never 
used zoom before.  After that, you will be put into the meeting.  If you have a microphone or camera, you can 
participate in the conversation, if not, you can still watch the meeting. We do ask that if you have a 
microphone, please disable it during the speakers presentation unless asking or being asked to answer a 
question.  Being courteous will keep disruptions down to a minimum. 

TELESCOPE WORKSHOP

Before each monthly meeting Gerry Kocken is 
offering to meet with club members who have 
questions about their telescopes or have 
telescopes that need adjustments or repairs.  If 
you would like to meet with Gerry for this 
service he requests that you contact him prior to 
the meeting so that he knows what he needs to 
bring and to schedule his time.  You can contact 
Gerry at gerryk@kockenwi.com

M13

mailto:gerryk@kockenwi.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum
mailto:gerryk@kockenwi.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum
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April 4, Last Quarter Moon 
April 11, New Moon
April 17, Moon and Mars Close approach
April 20, First Quarter Moon
April 22, Lyrid meteor shower peak activity
April 26, Full Moon

Ref.  In-the-sky.org
go-astronomy.com

Eye in the Sky

CLUB PUBLIC OUTREACH
The education of the public about astronomy is one 
aspect of our mission.  Our public viewing sessions 
are one way we achieve this goal.  Another is by 
accommodating requests from organizations in the 
region for astronomy related speakers or 
demonstrations.  Types of organizations that have 
made requests are schools, public libraries, and 
scout troops. The club is always looking for 
individuals who would like to contribute to these 
activities.  Ways that individuals can contribute is 
by preparing or giving presentations, assisting at 
public viewing sessions or by answering questions 
from the public.  If you are interested in 
contributing to the club’s public outreach activities 
you can contact any of the board members or the 
Public Outreach Coordinator Robert Nelezen at 
robertn330@gmail.com.

M53 with NGC5053

mailto:robertn330@gmail.com
mailto:robertn330@gmail.com
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New Member Welcome Mat

Please join me in welcoming our new member this month, Jeff Parish.  Below is the 
information that Jeff has contributed as his introduction to the club.  Please make him 
welcome at future club activities. 

Can you tell us a little about yourself, your work and other interests? I'm retired, 
live here in GB.  Keep active with a little fitness stuff, curling in the winter, 
intermittent travel, love science shows on TV when I have the time.  I have two 
grandsons, 8th grade and 10th grade here in GB.  I am the go to help with homework 
guy, and try to expand their interest in the sciences.  We do some insect collecting 
and hiking in the summer, pin them up, identify.  Adding some night sky stuff is a goal!

How long have you been interested in Astronomy?  I always have had an interest 
in all sciences.  I have a BS in Biology and an MS is Science Education from UWGB.  
I taught biology (I say with great pride) at GB Southwest 1975-1983 before I made a 
career change into medical product sales.  I just enjoy the subject, the outdoors.

Do you have any particular interest like cosmology, galaxies, planets, etc.? I 
just like finding out stuff I never knew before.  Some of it is so mind blowing.  I really 
liked the session on Active Galactic Nuclei.  So I'm broad field. 

How did you find out about the NPMAS?  I know Brian Chopp as we are both 
curlers at the Green Bay Curling Club.  His locker is close to mine.  In casual 
conversation he mentioned he was President of the Astronomy Club.  So I started 
dropping in on meetings last year, before Covid.

What do you expect to get out of the club? Right now I'd just like to observe, 
learn, look and see, make some acquaintances. 

Mars and the Pleiades
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Loaner Telescopes 

NPMAS	members	are	welcome	to	use,	free	of	charge	
for	a	one	month	period,	one	of	the	six	club	telescopes.		
Please	contact	one	of	the	board	members	to	make	
arrangements.		The	six	telescopes	available	are:	
		10	inch	Dobsonian	Telescope	
		60	mm	Bushnell	Voyager	
		12	inch	Orion	SkyQuest	IntelliScope	
		Meade	ETX125	Cassegrain	Telescope	with	AutoStar	
			4”	Meade	Schmidt	Cassegrain	
			8”	F10	Celestron	Schmidt-Cassegrain

Club Library 

NPMAS	has	a	collection	of	astronomy	related	books	
and	videos	covering	a	wide	variety	of	topics	
including	observing,	the	solar	system,	stars	and	
more.		Items	can	be	checked	out	at	monthly	club	
meetings	or	by	contacting	Tom	Cashman	at	
920-432-2261

Officers		

President
Brian Chopp
president@npmas.org

Vice President
Lynn Ward
vicepresident@npmas.org

Treasurer
Tom Cashman
treasurer@npmas.org

Secretary
David Wagner
secretary@npmas.org

Board Members

Mark Wells
Mark-wells@SBCGlobal.net

Jim Vareka
jim.vareka@gmail.com

Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com

John Lyon
lyonj@uwgb.edu

Jim Sentowski
sentow@gmail.com

NPMAS BOARD

ALCOR	Representative...............Rodrigo	Roesch	
Awards	Coordinator	............................Lynn	Ward	
Camp	U-Nah-Li-Ya		...........................Wayne	Kuhn	
Einstein	Science	Expo		...................Gerry	Kocken	
Historian	........................................George	McCourt	
Holiday	Party	.....................................Dick	Francini	
Librarian	............................................Tom	Cashman	
Membership	………………………….Tom	Cashman	
Messier	Marathon	........................Bill	Hennessey	
Observatory	Rep	...............................Mike	Monfils	
Observatory	Key	Holders	 ........Dick	Francini	
………………………………………………Wayne	Kuhn	
...................................................................Brian	Chopp	
.................................................................Gerry	Kocken	
...................................................................Mike	Monfils	
........................................................................John	Lyon	
Properties	........................................David	Wagner	
Public	Outreach	..........................Robert	Nelezen	
Website	..............................................Scott	Dickson	
Newsletter	Editor	.................................John	Lyon	
Public	Observing	..............................Brian	Chopp	
Social	Media	…………………………Jim	Sentowski

Staff/Committee Chairs The Eyepiece 

Editor : John Lyon 
Circulation : 72 

Submissions can be emailed 
to LYONJ@UWGB.EDU or 

mailed to N6618 Hillside Rd. 
Casco, WI 54205 

The Eyepiece is a monthly 
publication of the Neville 

Public Museum Astronomical 
Society.  Material in the 

Eyepiece may be reprinted 
for nonprofit use with proper 
credit and consent from both 

the editor and writer.  The 
editor reserves the right to 
accept or refuse, edit for 

content, etc., any article or 
image submitted for 

publication.

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

NPMAS members have access to two observing sites 
located on private land and belonging to members of 
our club.

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 inch classical 
Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in 
Wisconsin.  Members may view through the 30 inch or 
setup their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Address:
N4175 Doell Road
Luxemburg, WI 54217
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils – 920-435-7350

Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, 
located southwest of Polaski on 10 acres of land.  
Members are welcome anytime but please call ahead 
to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home – 920-265-9290

mailto:LYONJ@UWGB.EDU
mailto:president@npmas.org
mailto:vicepresident@npmas.org
mailto:treasurer@npmas.org
mailto:secretary@npmas.org
mailto:Mark-wells@SBCGlobal.net
mailto:rroesch@gmail.com
mailto:lyonj@uwgb.edu
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