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What’s Up
Friday October 8, 2021
8:00 PM
We are once again past the autumn equinox meaning for me I have more hours of darkness to enjoy
the night sky that hours of light to do yard work. It also means that I will have to listen to my wife
complain that it is getting dark too early. The change in season also bring out the cooler weather.
That means that I will be adding additional layers to my evening attire and that the bug repellent can
be put away for another year.
The change in season is also bring with it a change in the characteristics of the night sky. The
southern summer Milky Way, with its vast collection of nebulae, and open and globular star
clusters, that has dominated our southern skies will be below the southwestern horizon by midnight.
While in the southeast, the dominate constellation of our winter skies, Orion will be just about fully
above the horizon at this time.
If you go out early this evening to setup your equipment before astronomical twilight ends you will
be treated to a young moon setting along with a very bright Venus in the southwestern sky and
Jupiter and Saturn in the south by southwest sky. While Jupiter and Saturn are getting dimmer each
evening, they are well situated for observing on this night.
If this were spring, the absence of the Milky Way dominating the night sky would usher the
beginning of galaxy season. But this is fall and without a galaxy cluster like the Virgo cluster to
enjoy we do not declare a fall galaxy season. That is not to say that the night sky is devoid of
galaxies but that the majority of them are dim. Of course there are exceptions. The Andromeda
Galaxy and its companion galaxies are in prime viewing locations. Below Andromeda is the
Triangulum Galaxy and Bode’s and the Cigar Galaxies are always in view.
In the northeast sky a large number of open star clusters gracing the sky. The Double Cluster, C14,
the Spiral Cluster, M34, and the Dragonfly Cluster, C13, are some of the larger and brighter
clusters.
If you are looking for challenging astrophotography objects you should try IC1396, the Elephant’s
Trunk Nebula, C11 the Bubble Nebula, NGC 7380, The Wizard Nebula, or NGC 281, the Pacman
Nebula. All will benefit by using a nebula filter or a Hydrogen alpha filter.
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If you want to see some images that your fellow club members have produced you should visit the
Ladybug Glass Gallery in Algoma WI this month to see the “Big Things in Far Away Places, How
Astronomers see the Universe” exhibit. Opening reception is October 1st from 5 to 8 PM. The
show will run the entire month of October.
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2021 Schedule of Events for NPMAS
January
6
Monthly Meeting – Kuiper Belt Objects
February
3
Monthly Meeting – Astronomy in the
Movies – Fake Science or Real?
8-14 Winter Star Party – Big Pine Key, FL
Cancelled (Being Held as a virtual star
party on YOUTUBE.COM)
March
3
Monthly Meeting – Intermediate
Astrophotography
12-13 Kroes Observing Weekend
April
7
Monthly Meeting – Kevin Nasal
10
Messier Marathon
24
Einstein Science Expo - Cancelled
May
1

Monthly Meeting – Steven O’Meara
Saturday 10:30 AM Note Change in time
7-8
NCRAL Convention, Green Bay - Cancelled
14-15 Parmentier Observing Weekend
June
2

Monthly Meeting – Chandra X-Ray
Observatory
4-5
Parmentier Observing Weekend
10-13 Wisconsin Observers Weekend, Waupaca,
WI

July
7
7-11
9-10

Monthly Meeting – Surprise Topic
Pike River Starfest
Parmentier Observing Weekend

August
1-6
Nebraska Star Party – Valentine, NE
4
Monthly Meeting – Dick Francini
4-7
ALCON 2021 – Albuquerque, NM
6-7
Parmentier Observing Weekend
6-8
Northwoods Starfest, Fall Creek, WI
September
1.
Monthly Meeting – Historic Astronomy
Tools
1-7
Northern Nights Starfest, Palisade, MN
3-4
Parmentier Observing Weekend
11
Public Observing – Brillion Nature Center
October
1-2
Parmentier Observing Weekend
6
Monthly Meeting – Dick Francini,
Astronomical Sites of the Southwest USA
9
Public Observing – Bay Beach Wildlife
Sanctuary
November
1.
Monthly Meeting – Screening of Short Film
“Liminous” A eilm about the work of Larry
Molnar directed by Sam Smartt
5-6
Kroes Observing Weekend
December
1
Monthly Meeting – Year in Review

New Member Welcome
New Members:
Erica and Adam Faris and
family
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Club Monthly Meetings
The NPMAS monthly meetings are open to the public and are held at the Neville Public Museum on the first
Wednesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. We are currently holding our club monthly meetings in two
formats. People can attend the meetings in person at the Neville Museum or you can participate in the
meeting via zoom.
If you wish to attend the meetings in person, the Neville has set up a on-line registration system. The museum
has setup the chairs to maintain social distancing, we encourage everyone to follow the state mandated mask
requirement as well. Please use this link to obtain registration prior to attending:
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum-25049488527
If you would like to attend remotely via zoom, please watch for the email Brian Chopp sends out prior to the
meeting with the link to zoom. Here is this months link:
If you have not used zoom yet, you will find it very simple. Click on the link and follow the steps to enter the
meeting ID and then passcode when prompted. It may ask you to download some software if you have never
used zoom before. After that, you will be put into the meeting. If you have a microphone or camera, you can
participate in the conversation, if not, you can still watch the meeting. We do ask that if you have a
microphone, please disable it during the speakers presentation unless asking or being asked to answer a
question. Being courteous will keep disruptions down to a minimum.

TELESCOPE WORKSHOP
Before each monthly meeting Gerry Kocken is
offering to meet with club members who have
questions about their telescopes or have
telescopes that need adjustments or repairs. If
you would like to meet with Gerry for this
service he requests that you contact him prior to
the meeting so that he knows what he needs to
bring and to schedule his time. You can contact
Gerry at gerryk@kockenwi.com

M31
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New Member Welcome Mat

Please join me in welcoming our new members, Erica and Adam Faris. Below is the information that they
have contributed as their introduction to the club. Please make them welcome at future club activities.
Adam and I have 4 kids (ages 11, 10, 6 and 5). We have been homeschooling since our oldest was in
Kindergarten. I'm not sure how many of the meetings we will be able to attend as we help with youth group at
our church on Wednesday nights. Adam is looking forward to attending the Parmentier Observing night on
Oct 2. That happens to be our space loving daughter's birthday so she will be thrilled to attend on her
birthday.
How did you find out about the NPMAS?
I (Erica) and the kids heard about the NPMAS while we were on a field trip to the museum 2 year ago. We
were interested in joining then but was reminded of the group now since our daughter is very interested in
space
How long have you been interested in Astronomy?
Adam has loved Astronomy since high school and our second daughter has taken interest in the past year. She
would like to be an astronaut when she grows up.
Do you have any particular interest like cosmology, galaxies, planets, etc.?
Our main interests are the moon and stars and we haven’t explored much further than that. We like to track
the Space Station and enjoyed watching the launches of SpaceX satellites.
Can you tell us a little about yourself, your work and other interests?
We are a family of 6 who homeschool. Camping is one of our favorite family activities especially if we can
find a dark place at a campground to watch the night sky. The highlight last year was a camping trip to
Governor Thompson state park during the Perseids meteor shower. The kids were thrilled to see over 40
shooting stars in 1 hour. Adam is a structural engineer and Erica is the director of their homeschool co-op.
What do you expect to get out of the club?
We look forward to learning from those who know the sky more than we do.
Thanks for letting us join your club
Erica and Adam Faris
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Eye in the Sky
Oct. 6, New Moon
Oct. 7, Draconids Meteor Shower
Oct. 9, Close Approach of the Moon and Venus
Oct. 14, Close Approach of the Moon and Saturn
Oct. 15, Close Approach of the Moon and Jupiter
Oct. 17, Dwarf Planet Eris at Opposition
Oct. 20, Full Moon
Oct. 21,22, Orionids Meteor Shower
Oct. 25, Mercury at Greatest Western Elongation
Oct. 29, Venus at Greatest Eastern Elongation
Ref. in-the-sky.org
Seasky.org

M33

CLUB PUBLIC OUTREACH
The education of the public about astronomy is one
aspect of our mission. Our public viewing sessions
are one way we achieve this goal. Another is by
accommodating requests from organizations in the
region for astronomy related speakers or
demonstrations. Types of organizations that have
made requests are schools, public libraries, and
scout troops. The club is always looking for
individuals who would like to contribute to these
activities. Ways that individuals can contribute is
by preparing or giving presentations, assisting at
public viewing sessions or by answering questions
from the public. If you are interested in
contributing to the club’s public outreach activities
you can contact any of the board members or the
Public Outreach Coordinator Robert Nelezen at
robertn330@gmail.com.
M81 and M82
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Public Observing Returns
Club members braved the forces of nature to conduct a public observing session at
the Brillion Nature Center on September 11. As you can see from the photo below of
members setting up their equipment that the sky was not cooperating with the goal of
the event. We were only able to observe the Moon and Jupiter through the broken
clouds in the early evening before the skies completely clouded over. Even with the
poor viewing conditions a few guest showed up and were able to take in views
through the telescopes. Our next scheduled public observing session is this month
on the 9th at Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary. Lets hope for some better viewing
conditions for last outreach activity for the year.

Public Observing – Brillion Nature Center September 11, 2021
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Citizen Science Project - Exoplanet Watch

The club received this letter the other day presenting an opportunity to be involved
in a citizen science project.
Dear Astronomers,
We are writing to invite you to participate in Exoplanet Watch, a new exoplanet
citizen science project funded by NASA’s Universe of Learning and led by NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory.
Exoplanet Watch relies on amateur astronomers and university astronomy
students using ground-based telescopes to make observations of transiting
exoplanets. This will help keep mid-transit times fresh. With more accurate timing,
large observatories and space-based telescopes can make efficient use of
valuable telescope time.
The Exoplanet Watch website lists nightly observation targets, but any exoplanet
transit observations will work.
Light curves generated by Exoplanet Watch are shared with the American
Association of Variable Star Observers (AAVSO). Observers and data analysts are
given credit for their work in any scientific papers resulting from their contributions.
For more information about Exoplanet Watch, visit our website at https://
exoplanets.nasa.gov/exoplanet-watch/about-exoplanet-watch/overview/
Tiny URL: https://go.nasa.gov/3i0UvAI
Join our Slack Workspace to meet our team and ask questions.
http://uol-ets.slack.com
If you are interested in participating in Exoplanet Watch, please
email exoplanetwatch@jpl.nasa.gov to let us know. Feel free to share this email
with other astronomers who may be interested in participating as well.
We look forward to studying exoplanets with you!
Sincerely,
Dr. Rob Zellem and Rachel Zimmerman Brachman
On behalf of the Exoplanet Watch team
exoplanetwatch@jpl.nasa.gov
https://exoplanets.nasa.gov/exoplanet-watch
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Loaner Telescopes

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES

NPMAS members are welcome to use, free of charge for
a one month period, one of the six club telescopes.
Please contact one of the board members to make
arrangements. The six telescopes available are:
10 inch Dobsonian Telescope
60 mm Bushnell Voyager
12 inch Orion SkyQuest IntelliScope
Meade ETX125 Cassegrain Telescope with AutoStar
4” Meade Schmidt Cassegrain
8” F10 Celestron Schmidt-Cassegrain

NPMAS members have access to two observing sites
located on private land and belonging to members of
our club.

Club Library
NPMAS has a collection of astronomy related books
and videos covering a wide variety of topics
including observing, the solar system, stars and
more. Items can be checked out at monthly club
meetings or by contacting Tom Cashman at
920-432-2261

NPMAS BOARD
Board Members

President
Brian Chopp
president@npmas.org

Mark Wells
Mark-wells@SBCGlobal.net

Treasurer
Tom Cashman
treasurer@npmas.org

Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes,
located southwest of Polaski on 10 acres of land.
Members are welcome anytime but please call ahead
to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home – 920-265-9290

Staff/Committee Chairs

Ofeicers

Vice President
Lynn Ward
vicepresident@npmas.org

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 inch classical
Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in
Wisconsin. Members may view through the 30 inch or
setup their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Address:
N4175 Doell Road
Luxemburg, WI 54217
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils – 920-435-7350

Jim Vareka
jim.vareka@gmail.com
Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com
John Lyon
lyonj@uwgb.edu

Secretary
David Wagner
secretary@npmas.org
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