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September marks the transition from nights shorter than days to the reverse.  With 
astronomical twilight ending before 9 PM on this day the opportunity to explore the night 
skies becomes more convenient with each passing day. This month I will return to looking 
East for objects that are presenting themselves for easy viewing.

In the southeast sky Jupiter, mag -2, is low in the sky and the most dominate object in this 
region of the sky.  The four Galilean moons will perform an interesting series of events on 
this evening.  At 9 PM Jupiter will be 23° above the horizon, in a nice location for easy 
observing.  You should find Ganymede and Callisto close together and at a distance from 
Jupiter on one side of the planet and Io and Europa close together on the other side of 
Jupiter and much closer to the giant planet.  At about 10:30 Io will move behind Jupiter’s 
disk followed by Europa shortly after midnight.  Io should complete its occultation around 
1:30.  Jupiter should set before Europa emerges from behind the planet on this night.  The 
movement of the Galilean moons can be modeled for any night of the year using the 
javascript utility that is available on the following Sky and Telescope web page https://
skyandtelescope.org/observing/jupiters-moons-javascript-utility/#.

Saturn shares the this region of the sky.  But at magnitude 0.36 is not as dominate as is 
Jupiter.  On this evening it will be about 17° south of Jupiter and at about the same 
elevation. Later this month the Moon will do close approaches to each of these two planets 
making for fun photo opportunities.

Using Jupiter this night as a sky marker, we have the globular cluster M2 14° above and 
about 3° towards the north.  M2 is approximately 55,000 light-years away from the Earth 
and as one of the larger globular clusters associated with the Milky Way is approximately 
175 light-years in diameter. Continuing roughly another 12° higher along the line from 
Jupiter to M2 lies M15.  M15 is roughly the same size as M2 and lies approximately 33,600 
light-years from Earth.  Both M2 and M15 have magnitudes of 6.3 making them visible to 
the naked eye under very good conditions and easily found using binoculars or a small 
telescope where they will present as a small fuzzy star.  

Roughly half way between Jupiter and Saturn and about 6° above of a line connecting them 
lie a triplet of objects that present themselves for observers using larger scopes.  The  mag 
8.0 planetary nebula C55, the Saturn Nebula, the mag 8.9 open star cluster M73 and the 
mag 9.2 globular star cluster M72 occupy a region of space only 3.3° across.

I hope you have a safe and successful month of viewing.
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The John Lyon astrophotography show at Ladybug Glass Studio and Gallery in Algoma 
Wisconsin. June 2021

Update on astronomy show, Big Things in Far Away Places, How 
Astronomers See the Universe.

This summer I had a one man show of my astrophotography Ladybug Glass 
Studio and Gallery in Algoma Wisconsin.  I had a very good response to the 
work and I sold a few pieces and gave out a number of brochures about our 
club.  I told everyone who showed interest in my work about the exhibit that was 
planed for next month where all of the members of NPMAS would be invited to 
show their work at the gallery.  Over the past few years I have seen some 
fantastic examples of photography and sketching that have been done by club 
members and I am very excited about the potential for this exhibit and I hope 
that you are too.  Information regarding how to submit work for the show is 
included in the call for art that is on page 9 of this newsletter.  Work can be 
offered for sale or for exhibit only and will be displayed the entire month of 
October in the gallery.  A reception for the opening of the exhibit will be held on 
the evening of October 1.  Work can be delivered to the gallery Wednesday thru 
Saturday 10 to 5 or arrangements can be made to accept work in Green Bay or 
at my house in Luxemburg.  Please contact me if you have any questions.

John Lyon
lyonj@uwgb.edu
920-366-5566

mailto:lyonj@uwgb.edu
mailto:lyonj@uwgb.edu
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Election Time
Nominations for candidates for the NPMAS Board of Directors will be received at the 
September meeting.  If you would like to nominate someone or yourself you can do so at 
the meeting either in person or via zoom.  Nominations can also be made by sending the 
information to club secretary, David Wagner, at secretary@npmas.org  Nominations 
should be submitted by September 12th.  Please consider contributing to the success of 
the club by serving as a member of the Board of Directors.

ALCon 21’

Gerry Kocken virtually represented our club this year at the Astronomical League 
Convention. In return for a door prize donation from the club, Kocken introduced our club 
to attendees at the national convention in August.

Kocken began by talking about how active our club has been in the league and in the 
astronomical community. In addition to attending and participating in national and regional 
activities over the years, NPMAS has had three club members act as chairman for our 
region.

Our club has also had many active observers, including seven Master Observers, and has 
received numerous observing awards and certificates. One of our founding members, Ron 
Parmentier, was awarded the prestigious Leslie C. Peltier Award, an annual award given 
by the Astronomical League to an amateur astronomer who has contributed astronomy 
observations of lasting significance.

Kocken said that our club is also actively involved in public outreach, including the 
Einstein project and Astronomy Day. We have a monthly newsletter, hold monthly 
meetings with guest speakers, and host public observing sessions at least three times a 
year. Our club members also attend conventions and star parties in Wisconsin and all 
around the country.

Kocken also talked about our club equipment and our observatory, Parmentier's 
Observatory, which is currently Wisconsin's largest privately owned observatory. 

Gerry did a great job of representing us and introducing our club to amateur astronomy 
societies all across the United States.

mailto:secretary@npmas.org
mailto:secretary@npmas.org
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Hi club.  Our first public observing night is coming up on September 11th and will be held 
at the Brillion Nature Center from 8:00 to 10:00 pm.  The Moon, Jupiter and Saturn will be 
out, all of which a big hits with the public.  It is a lot of fun and the public really enjoys it. 
 
Public observing is when we invite the public to come and look at the night sky through 
our telescopes.  The event is free to attendees.  Please come and help out.  You can help 
by setting up your telescope and showing objects to the public or by being available to 
answering questions or point out constellations.  This event is held in exchange for our 
use of the Brillion Nature Center’s facilities during the Messier marathon in the spring. 
 
Our second public observing night will be held on October 9th from 7:00 to 9:00 at the 
Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary.
 
Hope to see you there,
 
Brian

Brillion Nature Center Public Observing Session

Close approach of Moon and Jupiter Aug. 21, 2021
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In August, NPMAS was invited to conduct two 
sessions about astronomy at the West Side YMCA. 
Bob Neilzen and Lynn Ward met with more than 30 
kids from the Y's Summer Program for school-
aged children.


The 5-7 age group learned about the stars and 
planets. They also had a demonstration of the 
motions of the Earth, the Moon, and our Sun using 
beach balls. Additionally, the children asked many 
science-oriented questions about clouds, 
volcanoes, and tornadoes.


The 8-12 age group learned about the stars, 
planets, and constellations, in particular the Big 
Dipper, which most kids felt they could recognize.


Bob also talked about telescopes and binoculars, 
and each child looked at a target through Bob's 80 
mm refractor telescope. Everyone took home some 
hands-on activity sheets, as well as reminders of 
upcoming public observing opportunities.

August Outreach Activities
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January	
6	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Kuiper	Belt	Objects	

February	
3	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Astronomy	in	the	

Movies	–	Fake	Science	or	Real?	
8-14		 Winter	Star	Party	–	Big	Pine	Key,	FL	

Cancelled	(Being	Held	as	a	virtual	star	
party	on	YOUTUBE.COM)	

March	
3	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Intermediate	

Astrophotography	
12-13	 Kroes	Observing	Weekend	

April	
7	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Kevin	Nasal	
10	 Messier	Marathon	
24	 Einstein	Science	Expo	-	Cancelled	

May	
1	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Steven	O’Meara	

Saturday	10:30	AM		Note	Change	in	time		
7-8	 NCRAL	Convention,		Green	Bay	-	Cancelled	
14-15	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	

June	
2	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Chandra	X-Ray	

Observatory	
4-5	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	
10	 Partial	solar	eclipse	seen	from	Green	Bay	

at	sunrise	
10-13	 Wisconsin	Observers	Weekend,	Waupaca,	

WI		

July	
7	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Surprise	Topic	
7-11	 Pike	River	Starfest	
9-10		 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	

August	
1-6		 Nebraska	Star	Party	–	Valentine,	NE	
4	 Monthly	Meeting	-	Historic	Astronomy	

Tools	
6-7	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	
6-8	 Northwoods	Starfest,	Fall	Creek,	WI	
19-21	ALCON	2021	-	Virtual	Conference,	(Free)	

September	
1. Monthly	Meeting	–	Multiverse	Theory	-	

Jerry	Schaefer	
1-7	 Northern	Nights	Starfest,	Palisade,	MN	
3-4	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	
11	 Public	Observing	–	Brillion	Nature	Center	

October	 	
1-2	 Parmentier	Observing	Weekend	
6	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Peter	Dzwonkowski	&	

Electrons	
9	 Public	Observing	–	Bay	Beach	Wildlife	

Sanctuary	

November	
1. Monthly	Meeting	–	Screening	of	Short	Film	

“Liminous”	A	eilm	about	the	work	of	Larry	
Molnar	directed	by	Sam	Smartt	

5-6	 Kroes	Observing	Weekend	

December	
1	 Monthly	Meeting	–	Year	in	Review	

2021 Schedule of Events for NPMAS

New Member Welcome 

No new members this month

http://YOUTUBE.COM
http://YOUTUBE.COM
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Sept. 1: Peak of Aurigid Meteor Shower
Sept. 3: Mercury at Evening Peak
Sept. 7: New Moon 
Sept. 9: Perseid Meteor Shower
Sept. 9: Close approach of Moon and Venus
Sept. 10: Comet 4P/Faye at Perihelion
Sept. 11: Asteroid 2 Pallas at opposition
Sept. 14: Neptune at opposition
Sept. 16: Moon and Saturn close approach
Sept. 17: Moon and Jupiter close approach
Sept. 22: Autumnal Equinox
Sept. 26: Full moon

Ref.  In-the-sky.org
earthsky.org
go-astronomy.com

Eye in the Sky CLUB PUBLIC OUTREACH

The education of the public about astronomy is 
one aspect of our mission.  Our public viewing 
sessions are one way we achieve this goal.  
Another is by accommodating requests from 
organizations in the region for astronomy related 
speakers or demonstrations.  Types of 
organizations that have made requests are schools, 
public libraries, and scout troops. The club is 
always looking for individuals who would like to 
contribute to these activities.  Ways that 
individuals can contribute is by preparing or 
giving presentations, assisting at public viewing 
sessions or by answering questions from the 
public.  If you are interested in contributing to the 
club’s public outreach activities you can contact 
any of the board members or the Public Outreach 
Coordinator Robert Nelezen at 
robertn330@gmail.com.

M15, Globular Cluster in Pegasus M2, Globular Cluster in Aquarius

http://earthsky.org
mailto:robertn330@gmail.com
mailto:robertn330@gmail.com
http://earthsky.org
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Club Monthly Meetings 

The NPMAS monthly meetings are open to the public and are held at the Neville Public Museum on the first 
Wednesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.  We are currently holding our club monthly meetings in two 
formats.  People can attend the meetings in person at the Neville Museum or you can participate in the 
meeting via zoom. 

If you wish to attend the meetings in person, the Neville has set up a on-line registration system. The museum 
has setup the chairs to maintain social distancing, we encourage everyone to follow the state mandated mask 
requirement as well.  Please use this link to obtain registration prior to attending:

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum-25049488527

If you would like to attend remotely via zoom, please watch for the email Brian Chopp sends out prior to the 
meeting with the link to zoom.  Here is this months link: 

If you have not used zoom yet, you will find it very simple.  Click on the link and follow the steps to enter the 
meeting ID and then passcode when prompted.  It may ask you to download some software if you have never 
used zoom before.  After that, you will be put into the meeting.  If you have a microphone or camera, you can 
participate in the conversation, if not, you can still watch the meeting. We do ask that if you have a 
microphone, please disable it during the speakers presentation unless asking or being asked to answer a 
question.  Being courteous will keep disruptions down to a minimum. 

TELESCOPE WORKSHOP

Before each monthly meeting Gerry Kocken is 
offering to meet with club members who have 
questions about their telescopes or have 
telescopes that need adjustments or repairs.  If 
you would like to meet with Gerry for this 
service he requests that you contact him prior to 
the meeting so that he knows what he needs to 
bring and to schedule his time.  You can contact 
Gerry at gerryk@kockenwi.com

M83

mailto:gerryk@kockenwi.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/neville-public-museum
mailto:gerryk@kockenwi.com
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Call for Art
Big Thing in Far Away Places

How Astronomers See the Universe

Ladybug Glass Studio & Gallery, 219 
Steele St., Algoma, WI will host an exhibit 
of the artwork of members of the Neville 
Public Museum Astronomical Society 
during the month of October 2021 at the 
gallery in Algoma Wisconsin during 
normal business hours.

NPMAS members are encouraged to 
submit any kind of astronomical artwork 
that they would like to share with the public.  Two dimensional, photographs, 
paintings and sketches and 3-D works are all welcome.  Works can be for display 
only or offered for sale.

As in all art shows, space is limited. The gallery reserves the right to limit the number 
of items displayed.  Every effort will be made to display works from all members who 
submit works for the show.

There is no charge to display your work.  A 25% commission will be collected from 
the sale price for any works sold during the show.

To help us plan, please send the following to ladybugglass@icloud.com before Sept. 
15.

1) jpeg image, 72 dpi, 120 pixels at longest side labeled title_last name
2) size of work
3) medium (photography, drawing, sculpture, etc)
4) description of work

All submissions should be display ready, ie, framed with hanging hardware attached.

While every precaution will be taken to avoid damage or loss, Ladybug Glass Studio 
& Gallery assumes no liability for works while on display.

Please contact us if you need any assistance with printing or display.

The gallery will accept works for the show in September.  Contact either Kimberly 
Lyon at 920-591-2883 or John Lyon at 920-366-5566 with questions or to arrange for 
the submission of your work.  

mailto:ladybugglass@icloud.com
mailto:ladybugglass@icloud.com


�
Volume 33, Issue 9                                                                                                                                             Page �10

Loaner Telescopes 

NPMAS	members	are	welcome	to	use,	free	of	charge	
for	a	one	month	period,	one	of	the	six	club	telescopes.		
Please	contact	one	of	the	board	members	to	make	
arrangements.		The	six	telescopes	available	are:	
		10	inch	Dobsonian	Telescope	
		60	mm	Bushnell	Voyager	
		12	inch	Orion	SkyQuest	IntelliScope	
		Meade	ETX125	Cassegrain	Telescope	with	AutoStar	
			4”	Meade	Schmidt	Cassegrain	
			8”	F10	Celestron	Schmidt-Cassegrain

Club Library 

NPMAS	has	a	collection	of	astronomy	related	books	
and	videos	covering	a	wide	variety	of	topics	
including	observing,	the	solar	system,	stars	and	
more.		Items	can	be	checked	out	at	monthly	club	
meetings	or	by	contacting	Tom	Cashman	at	
920-432-2261

Ofeicers		

President
Brian Chopp
president@npmas.org

Vice President
Lynn Ward
vicepresident@npmas.org

Treasurer
Tom Cashman
treasurer@npmas.org

Secretary
David Wagner
secretary@npmas.org

Board Members

Mark Wells
Mark-wells@SBCGlobal.net

Jim Vareka
jim.vareka@gmail.com

Rodrigo Roesch
rroesch@gmail.com

John Lyon
lyonj@uwgb.edu

NPMAS BOARD

ALCOR	Representative...............Rodrigo	Roesch	
Awards	Coordinator	............................Lynn	Ward	
Camp	U-Nah-Li-Ya		...........................Wayne	Kuhn	
Einstein	Science	Expo		...................Gerry	Kocken	
Historian	........................................George	McCourt	
Holiday	Party	.....................................Dick	Francini	
Librarian	............................................Tom	Cashman	
Membership	………………………….Tom	Cashman	
Messier	Marathon	........................Bill	Hennessey	
Observatory	Rep	...............................Mike	Moneils	
Observatory	Key	Holders	 ........Dick	Francini	
………………………………………………Wayne	Kuhn	
...................................................................Brian	Chopp	
.................................................................Gerry	Kocken	
...................................................................Mike	Moneils	
........................................................................John	Lyon	
Properties	........................................David	Wagner	
Public	Outreach	..........................Robert	Nelezen	
Website	..............................................Scott	Dickson	
Newsletter	Editor	.................................John	Lyon	
Public	Observing	..............................Brian	Chopp	
Social	Media	…………………………Jim	Sentowski

Staff/Committee Chairs The Eyepiece 

Editor : John Lyon 
Circulation : 72 

Submissions can be emailed 
to LYONJ@UWGB.EDU or 

mailed to N6618 Hillside Rd. 
Casco, WI 54205 

The Eyepiece is a monthly 
publication of the Neville 

Public Museum Astronomical 
Society.  Material in the 

Eyepiece may be reprinted 
for nonprofit use with proper 
credit and consent from both 

the editor and writer.  The 
editor reserves the right to 
accept or refuse, edit for 

content, etc., any article or 
image submitted for 

publication.

NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 

NPMAS members have access to two observing sites 
located on private land and belonging to members of 
our club.

Parmentier Observatory
Parmentier Observatory is home to a 30 inch classical 
Cassegrain telescope, the largest private observatory in 
Wisconsin.  Members may view through the 30 inch or 
setup their own telescopes in the adjoining field.
Address:
N4175 Doell Road
Luxemburg, WI 54217
Observatory Representative
Mike Monfils – 920-435-7350

Cedar Drive Observing
This is the private residence of Tony and Tara Kroes, 
located southwest of Polaski on 10 acres of land.  
Members are welcome anytime but please call ahead 
to make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home – 920-265-9290

mailto:LYONJ@UWGB.EDU
mailto:LYONJ@UWGB.EDU
mailto:president@npmas.org
mailto:vicepresident@npmas.org
mailto:treasurer@npmas.org
mailto:secretary@npmas.org
mailto:Mark-wells@SBCGlobal.net
mailto:rroesch@gmail.com
mailto:lyonj@uwgb.edu
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