
JANUARY 10TH MONTHLY MEETING
Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the

Neville Public Museum. This months talk is “Choosing
Filters” given by club member Gary Baier.

Advance payments for Camp Unie Winter
Weekend are also due. After the meeting everyone is
invited to Happy Joes for food and/or drink.

NOTE FROM RON PARMENTIER: Bring your
membership dues for 2001 to the club meeting if you
have not already paid. Also Ron has five Observer’s
handbook 2001 that are available for $14.00 each. If
you have any questions call Ron at 336-5878.

JANUARY 17TH CUB SCOUT SHOW
On Wednesday, January 17th, I will be giving a

star party to 9-10 cub scouts and their parents from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. While the cold weather may be less than
ideal, I am in need of more members to show up to
accommodate the number of people expected. I will be
doing the star party from one of the cub scout's home at
393 Bretcoe Drive. It is located in the Preble Park area
on the east side of Green Bay. Hopefully, we will have
clear skies, but if not, I have agreed to do pull out some
astronomy day activities to entertain the kids inside.

If anyone is interested in helping out, please
contact Katrina DeWitt at kdewitt@venomtech.com or
call 405-8534. Thanks in advance for your help!

JANUARY 24TH NCRAL 2001 MEETING
Please join us at our next NCRAL 2001

convention planning/board meeting. It will start at 7:00
p.m. at Gary Baier’s home at 437 Robert Lane in Green
Bay. Call Gary at 391-9654 if you need directions.

We need volunteers to help out with at the
convention. Please give us a hand!

JANUARY 26-28TH U-NAH-LI-YA
There is still time to sign up for Camp Unie

Winter Weekend!!! We need your advance payment by
January 10th - the day of the club monthly meeting. A
full write-up of this event is in the December issue of
The Eyepiece.
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE – January
02 – First quarter moon
03 – Quandrantid meteors peak (90/hr)
07 – Double shadow transit – Jupiter (10:13 pm)
09 – Full moon – Total Lunar Eclipse (3:24 pm)
15 – Double shadow transit – Jupiter (1:36 am)
17 – Venus at greatest elongation E (47 degrees)
16 – Last quarter moon
24 – New moon
28 – Mercury at greatest elongation (18 degrees)

Mercury emerges in the evening twilight about
midmonth and can be seen low in the southwest after
sunset. Venus is at it’s best at midmonth and can be
seen about 25 degrees high during twilight in the
southwest. Mars moves from Virgo to Libra early in
the month. It rises near 2 a.m. in the southeast and
stands about 25 degrees high at the beginning of
morning twilight. Both Jupiter and Saturn are in
Taurus high in the southeast at the end of evening
twilight. Jupiter sets around 4 a.m. and Saturn sets
about 3 a.m.

WHAT’S UP
IN JANUARY
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The cost for the weekend is $61.00 for adults
and $51.00 for those under 18. A very reasonable price
considering what you get: two nights lodging, six meals,
unlimited use of all facilities, cross country skis, ice
skates, sauna etc. If you are interested in going please
send your check made payable to the NPMAS to Ron
Parmentier, 161 Rosemont Drive, Green Bay, WI
54301. Advance payment is required by the January
10, 2001 NPMAS meeting. You can also call Ron at
336-5878 if you need more information.

We had a new family membership and a new
single membership join the club in December. I asked
the Klund family to tell us a little about themselves and
here is their response:

“Hi to everybody in the NPMAS. My name is
Dave Klund (Email triplet@new.rr.com Mail: 1540 Polo
Run Terrace, Ashwaubenon, WI 54313) and we have
just relocated to the Green Bay area. Just one question,
is it always this cold here in Green Bay?”

“I actually found out about your club through
the Sky and Telescope Astronomy Club Directory.
I was fascinated by the Cheyenne Lore at Boy Scout
Camp when I was earning my astronomy merit badge.
So I have been involved with astronomy on and off
for nearly 30 Years. Jeez, I can't believe I just said that.
I am 42 and married. My wonderful wife, Tove, and I
have two children, a 6 year old son, Davis and 2 1/2
year daughter named Darbi. I am a consultant
for the overhead crane industry which I have done
numerous projects for NASA, Steel Mills, Paper Mills
and other Government Projects.”

“I have been a very active member of past
clubs. I have helped form the Sirius Lookers out of
Sedona, AZ and the Desert Skies Astronomy Club out
of El Paso, TX. I also was the Newsletter Editor during
my entire time at each location (Sedona 2 years and El
Paso 2 1/2 years) and President of Sirius Lookers for 1
year. I have done research on archeaoastronomy and
ethnoastronomy of the plains tribes, and have given
numerous talks about the plains tribes through the
forest service. I am also collector of antique astronomy
books, antique maps and etchings of the moon. I own
10x50 and 20x80 binoculars and also own a
CG-14 Celestron Scope.”

“The only thing I look for in a club is the
camaraderie and (I am) a firm believer you only get out
of a club what you put into it or participate in.”

The Monthly Publication of the
Neville Public Museum Astronomical

Society

The Eyepiece is mailed directly to each member who
requests it as a benefit of membership. Please submit
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Wayne Kuhn  - (920) 468-0765

Email – waylin98@gbonline.com

Written and graphic material from this publication may be
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the writer(s). and The Eyepiece. Any other use of material is
subject to the express permission of the author or the editor.
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The other new member is Debbie Roemer, 859
Shorewood Blvd., Manitowoc, WI 54220. Phone: 920-
684-9289. I was unable to interview Debbie but I can
tell you that she has a pair of Bushnell 7x35 binoculars
and has been to several club meetings and the Holiday
Party.

WELCOME TO THE CLUB!!!

HOLIDAY PARTY DECEMBER 9TH

By Wayne Kuhn
My wife and I missed the opening cocktails but

we made it in time to take our seats at the dinner table,
give our order to the waitress, and make a little small
talk while we waited for our food. My head count was
42 people – a very good showing on a snowy night.

Everyone seemed to enjoy their meal (I didn’t
hear any complaints) and we even got a free dessert!
After dinner Jill Last gave away each table’s center
pieces (plants) by doing a drawing of numbers. Ron
Parmentier and I also handed out books and other
items to those that ordered them.

Though I was unable to talk with everyone at
the party it seemed all had a good time. Jill Last did a
great job on this years Holiday Party and has
volunteered again to do next years also. Thanks Jill!

MONTHLY MEETING DECEMBER 13TH

Twenty-six people showed up for the December
meeting. Club business was handled
in the first hour including a
certificate presentation to club
member Ray Nancoz. Ray
completed the A.L. Lunar program
and received certificate #253.
Congratulations, Ray!

The second hour featured a slide presentation of
the building of Parmentier Observatory.  George
McCourt handled the slide projector and gave narration
with some additional comments provided by Ron
Parmentier. The talk brought forth an understanding of
the great effort, planning, and expense that went into the
project. This in turn translates into a better appreciation
of Parmentier Observatory, a wonderful facility that all
NPMAS members can use. Great job George & Ron!

FINDERSCOPE FRUSTRATION
By Dick Francini
Editors Note: I originally received this article this past
spring. My apologies to Dick for not printing it sooner!)

One of the first things I learned in my relatively
short astronomy "career" of three plus years, is that the
finderscope that comes as standard equipment on
inexpensive, beginner telescopes is totally useless in
helping the newcomer find anything in the immense and
confusing sky. I decided a Telrad was the answer, and
purchased one. This turned out to be a huge help, but I
still felt a larger finder in combination with a Telrad
would be an improvement.

I bought a 12x60 Apogee finder (12 power,
60mm objective lense) with a diagonal. The diagonal
allows you to look into the finder without having to
twist yourself up like a pretzel, but has some unexpected
negative consequences. I was now able to find most
bright objects by using the Telrad to get to the
approximate correct area of the sky. I then could pan
around in some kind of an organized search pattern with
the finder to locate the object (most bright objects are
visible in the 12 power finder).

Despite this apparent improvement I still didn’t
feel I was getting the maximum from my finderscope. I
was unhappy with the view. I felt it should be sharper
(have better contrast), allow me to see more stars, and
there was a fairly significant coma problem (the stars
around the outside of the field of view appear smeared
like little comets) which degraded the view. The
diagonal also gives a third view of the sky which
doesn’t match your star charts. You now have three
views to content with, the actual view of the sky (like
looking at the sky with your eyes alone or through your
Telrad or on your star charts), the finder w/diagonal
view (still right side up but backwards) and the reflector
telescope view (both backwards and upside down or
inverted).

To me this was far too confusing. It made star
hopping using the finder almost impossible. After
reading a section in the book "Star Ware" on
finderscopes, I decided to remove the diagonal and try
to use one of my telescope eyepieces to improve the
view. The author feels diagonals on finders are a very
bad idea. I was hopeful the coma problem was being
caused by the eyepiece that came with the finder  and
not the finder itself.

My results turned out better then I could have
ever expected. By adapting the finder to use an old

A LOOK BACK
AT DECEMBER

FROM THE
MEMBERSHIP
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inexpensive 25mm eyepiece (I believe it is a Kellner
type) and removing the diagonal, the view has improved
dramatically. There is far more contrast and I’m now
seeing more stars (to 8th magnitude easily, with some
additional dimmer stars from my backyard in
Lawrence), and the coma is corrected enough that it is
no longer a problem. While I was fixing it I added a
simple helical (screw in or out) focuser made of PVC
pieces.

The view through the finder is now an excellent
match to my Sky Atlas 2000, which shows stars to 8th
magnitude. Of course, you have to turn the sky atlas
upside down for the star patterns to match. The power
changed from 12 to about 10, which is still ample
magnification. The only downside I can see, is the need
to twist oneself into some odd contorted shapes to look
through the finder, especially when observing near the
sky’s zenith. I’m experimenting with different mounting
positions to hopefully minimize a potential sore back.

One additional unexpected benefit was an
increase from a field of view of 3 degrees to a beautiful,
wide 5 degree field. As you can tell, I’m thrilled at how
this project came out. I feel I can now use the
finderscope the way to was intended, to star-hop to both
bright objects and small and dim objects. I practiced
looking for some of the small and insignificant open
clusters from the Herschel 1 list in Monoceros and
Puppis, and was able to find them in the finderscope
with relative ease. I have also finished off my 109
Messier objects with the help of my improved finder,
bagging the last 18 galaxies in Leo and the Virgo
Cluster.

I would like to add one more thing before
closing which may be helpful to other beginners. I
understood the concept of the view through a straight
through finder matching the telescope view and also
matching the turned upside down star chart, and how
helpful this would be. What I never fully grasped until I
went outside and practiced with the straight through
finder was, how easy it would be to move around the
sky and find objects by using the upside down star
chart. This was accomplished by simply moving in the
direction the upside down star chart tells you to go
while looking through the finder. No more confusion
about up is down and right is left.

The author of the "Star Ware" book also talks
about another method of looking through the finder with
one eye and viewing the sky with the other eye, at the
same time, thus possibly eliminating the need for a
Telrad. I haven’t mastered this one yet and I think Ill
keep my Telrad for now. You can see this is a story with
a happy ending. I hope my ramblings can be of some
help to any other frustrated finderscope uses. Maybe I

Planisphere (David Chandler) brand new
Laminated with holder - $6.00

9mm Orion Plossel eyepiece, used
1.25” barrel - $20.00

Rigel 1x reflex finder sight, brand new
w/two mounts - $35.00

CONTACT: Wayne Kuhn, 2142 Spring Creek
Circle, Green Bay, WI 54311
Phone: 920-468-0765
Email: waylin98@gbonline.com

Meade DS90EC telescope, includes: tripod,
Autostar, electric focuser, solar filter, 9mm &
25mm eyepieces, 6x30 finder – $550.00

Great scope but must sell to finance LX90
purchase.
CONTACT: Greg Seidl, 2580 S Hwy T, Green Bay,
WI 54311   Phone: 920-863-6167
Email: K9KL@gbonline.com

55mm Televue Plossl $175.00
35mm Panoptic $285.00
27mm Panoptic $250.00
22mm Panoptic $210.00
13mm Type 1 Nagler $220.00
9mm Nagler $180.00
4.8mm Nagler $120.00
2x Televue Big Barlow plus the Panoptic barlow
interface $135.00

These eyepieces are in very good condition and I
wrote on the original boxes when I bought them
and where. They have original caps. I would like to
sell the Panoptics with 2x Televue Big barlow plus
Panoptic barlow interface together if possible other
wise I might have trouble selling some of these
alone.
CONTACT: Dan Wendelborn, 1330 Stratford
Court, Neenah, WI 54956
Phone: 920-729-1295
Email: dfwendelborn@aol.com

I have several Mesier and Caldwell cards available
$5.00 each They are laminated and hold up well. I
also have some moon maps for $3.00 each. These
are the items seen in the S & T catalog.
CONTACT: Gary Baier, 437 Robert Lane, Green
Bay, WI 54311   Phone: 920-391-9654
Email: gbaier@netnet.net
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should have titled this "The Finderscope-It Can Be Your
Friend".

Update December 2000 - since I wrote this
article I’ve given more thought to how to mount the
finder in order to allow for a more comfortable viewing
experience (less chance of a stiff back). I’ve mounted
the finder on a siding mount that allows me to move the
finder backward or forward on the telescope. I now sit
on a footstool at the mirror end of my telescope to use
my finder with much less twisting and contortion. This
setup allows me to move the finder forward when
viewing near the zenith and back when viewing near the
horizon, keeping the finder eyepiece in a more
convenient position.

Sliding the finder during an observing session
requires only minimal adjustment in order to keep the
finder aimed properly. I made the sliding mount out of
aluminum yardsticks and plastic drawer guides (the kind
you find on the underside of most kitchen drawers). I
also had to add a sliding weight system (the track is also
made of aluminum yardsticks and drawer guides), as the
finder dramatically threw the weight distribution of the
telescope off center. The weight system consists of two
hand exercise weights attached to a block of wood with
a thumbscrew for tightening.

All these changes have made observing easier
and far more pleasant. I’m now 160 objects into the
Herschel I list thanks to my changes and learning to
star-hop. Tinkering with your telescope can be a great
learning experience, and it’s also fun!

ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY
By Dave Klund

I am interested in and new to astrophotography.
Before I get involved in subject I do a considerable
amount of research. This is what I have found.

n They will buy daylight film, and then take their
pictures at night.

n They will buy the slowest film on the market, and
then acquire $300 worth of equipment to make it
faster.

n They will buy film rated at ISO 400 then expose it
at 1600.

n They will develop color slide film as negatives and
make slides of print film.

n They will amass an assortment of lenses of various
sizes and focal lengths, but will take them all off to
make deep sky photos.

n Astrophotographers will buy the fastest lenses
available at f/1.2 and f/1.4, then stop it down to f/2
for taking pictures.

n They will use a camera that will stop action at
1/1000 of a second to expose a shot of an unmoving
object for 40 minutes.

n They’ll equip their telescopes with the finest setting
circles to locate dimly seen objects, then
(discontinue) their use in favor of sky hopping from
one object to another.

n They’ll buy telescopes you can’t even look through,
and put film in the scope instead of their camera.

n Astrophotographers are forced to develop their own
film because processors see nothing worth printing.

n Normally nice people, when taking pictures they
become so sensitized to the dark that even a bright
remark will cause the pupils to dilate and their
dander to rise.

n All kidding aside, astrophotographers really do
know their stuff.  So if you want to know the best
film to use, all you need to do is ask, one. Right?

Well let me put it to you this way, I asked four.
No. 1:  “Fuji 400 is the best thing on the market, and
you can push it”
No. 2   “The only color film to use is 3M 1000.  For
black and white use panchromatic.”
No. 3:  “I never use anything but 2415.”
No. 4:  “Don’t sweat it.  All you need is Ektachrome
400 and Tri-X.”

So there you have it.  Now are there any
astrophotographers out there that can give me a little
advice or take me under their wing?

COMET WATCH
By Dave Klund
C/1999 T1 (McNaught-Hartley) – should be emerging
now and should be picked up with a magnitude of 8.0
and fading 9.2 by the end of the month.
C/2000 W1 (Utsunomiya-Jones) – Here is a comet that
was discovered by two individuals independently,
meaning that you and I still have a chance of spotting a
comet and have it named after us.

It was quite surprising that LINEAR didn’t pick
this up. Here is another interesting tidbit Syogo
Utsunomiya of Japan and Albert F. Jones, who is now
80 years old, may be the oldest comet discover on
record. Jones also discovered a comet in 1946!

Perihelion was around the
26th and is glowing around 7.0
magnitude as it makes its way around
Sagittarius. There are other comets
out there, but none brighter than 13th
magnitude.  Assuming that the
majority of the scopes are in the 8”
range, I will leave these comets out,
unless someone requests them.


