
MARCH 14TH MONTHLY MEETING
Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the

Neville Public Museum. This months talk is “How to use
the Club Telescopes” given by club member Ray
Nancoz. After the meeting everyone is invited to Happy
Joes!

MARCH 20TH GIRL SCOUTS
Girl Scout Observing Session Part I
By Katrina DeWitt

Once again, I have been approached to put on a
star party for a group of girl scouts. This event is to take
place on Tuesday, March 20th from 6:15 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
at Notre Dame Elementary School in East De Pere.

Due to the large number of girls in this troop (20
second graders), I am asking for several club members to
volunteer their time and telescopes to help me out. In
case of clouds, I have agreed to conduct some astronomy
day activities.

This is a great opportunity to show some
newcomers what the sky has to offer. (It’s also a great
opportunity to prime your scope before Messier
marathon too). If you are able to help, please contact me
at 405-8534 or kdewitt@venomtech.com as soon as
possible.

Thanks in advance for your help!

MARCH 24TH MESSIER MARATHON
This is it! The official start of the 2001

observing season is here. If you haven't done so already,
mark your calendars and start dusting off your eyepieces.

The Messier Marathon is our first scheduled
group observing session of the year and we hope that
everyone can make it out. I suppose I should back up
just a bit for our new members. The Messier Marathon is
a dusk to dawn observing party in which it is possible to
see all 109 Messier objects-which consist of galaxies,
nebula and clusters, in just one night.

All members of the NPMAS, NEWSTAR, Door
Peninsula Astronomical Society and Sheboygan
Astronomical Society are invited. It is a “potluck” party
and everyone is encouraged to bring a favorite dish or
desert to share. You do need to bring your own drinks.
The club will provide the plates, bowls cups and
utensils. The only other thing we ask is to keep the
shelter clean .

You don't need to own a telescope and you do
not have to stay all night to come to the Messier
Marathon. In fact, new people are encouraged to come
out and check out the variety of telescopes and eyepieces
that will be there. We will even have the club's 10-inch
dobsonian out there for you to try out.

Gary Baier is in charge of this year’s Messier
Marathon. He will be at the Neshota Park shelter around
3:00 PM to get things started so you can show up
anytime after that. If you are going to observe in a
marathon fashion, you should be there, set up and ready
to observe by 6:00 to 6:15 p.m. A map to Neshota Park
is on page 7.

The NPMAS will provide an observing form for
your use and the rules are as follows:
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE – March
03 – First quarter moon
09 – Full moon
12 – Zodiacal Light visible next two weeks
16 – Last quarter moon
20 – Equinox
25 – New moon
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MESSIER MARATHON RULES

1) A special certificate will be given to everyone
who observes 5 or more Messier Objects.

2) Gold stars will be placed on the certificate for
every 10 objects observed after the initial 10
objects.

3) All objects must be located by the star hopping
method to be eligible for the certificate. You may
use setting circles but will not receive a certificate.

4) The NPMAS will provide you with a list
containing a suggested observing sequence. You
can also make you own list if you prefer.

5) You will be required to write down the time you
observe each object.

6) All observations must be made in either a
telescope or binoculars to be eligible for a
certificate.

Please note that these rules are for the people
that want to observe in a marathon style. You are not
required to observe in a marathon style, nor are you
required to stay all night. Remember, this is a PARTY so
come on out even if it is cloudy. The February  issue of
the Reflector (the one you just received) has the
suggested Messier Marathon search sequence starting on
page 12.

The date once again is Saturday, March 24th.

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS
By Katrina DeWitt

I need some info from any and all
members who have completed any of the
Astronomical League Observing Programs.
What I need is your names, the name of the
observing program, the certificate number and
the date of completion.

I am presently making a display to show
at our NCRAL Convention and future monthly
meetings of our member accomplishments. If
you have completed any of the 16 observing
programs, please submit your info to Katrina
DeWitt for placement on the recognition board
as soon as possible.
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MARCH 28TH CONVENTION MEETING
Please join us at our next NCRAL 2001

convention planning/board meeting. It will start at 7:00
p.m. at Ron Parmentier’s home at 161 Rosemont in
Green Bay. Call Ron at 336-5878 if you need directions.
We need volunteers to help out at the convention. Please
give us a hand!

MARCH 29TH GIRL SCOUTS
Girl Scout Observing Session Part II
By Katrina DeWitt

On Thursday, March 29th, I will be conducting
an evening of astronomy for eight fifth graders. The time
would be from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the troop leaders
house 3761 N. Holland Rd. in New Franken. The
purpose of this evening will be to help them complete
several required activities to earn their badge.

I have already put together the activities and
planned the evening. What I need are one or two
volunteers to help oversee the activities and bring along
a scope for a star party the last half hour of the evening.
If anyone is interested in helping me out, please call or
e-mail me. Thanks for your help!

We had two new memberships join in February -
the first one is the David J. Bopray family, 2630 Zak
Lane, Green Bay, WI 54304   Phone: 920-499-9314

PLANET WATCH   by David Klund

Mercury will reach its greatest western elongation in the early morning
hours on the 11th.  Mercury should be at its brightest by the end of the
month beaming around –.2.
Venus has reached its maximum brightness of (–4.6) as it starts to dip
towards the sun’s inferno.  By the end of the month, Venus will set
approximately 20 min. after sunset.  Now for the treat, by the end of the
month you should be able to see Venus in the early morning hours and in
the evening right after sunset.  This opportunity will happen again in 2009.
Earth reaches it point of vernal equinox at 7:31 CST on the 20th this
month.  A point in our orbit, where daylight and evening hours will be
approximately equal.

Earth’s Moon: First Quarter Moon is on the 2nd at 8:03 PM CST.  Moon reaches perigee (223,554
miles from the Earth) on the 8th at 2:55 AM CST.  Full Moon is on the 9th at 11:23 AM CST.  Last
Quarter Moon is at 2:45 PM CST on the 16th.  Moon reaches apogee (251,950 miles from Earth), on the
20th at 5:25 AM CST.  New Moon is at 7:21 PM CST on the 24th.
Mars rises around midnight as it heads for opposition in June.  Mars will be shinning at a respectable 0.5
magnitude around the first of the month and brighten to a magnitude of –0.2 by the end of the month.
Look for it in Ophiuchus, where it will remain for the rest of the month
Jupiter shining at a respective -2.2, and fading, is an easily sighted object even with an unaided eye.
Look for Jupiter and Saturn between Aldebaran, in the constellation Taurus and Pleiades (M45).
Saturn will be beaming at a magnitude of 0.2 and fading to 0.5 by months’ end, but still showing off its
southern hemisphere and rings in all their glory.
Uranus will be visible in the constellation of Capricorn, around 5.9 magnitude, in the early morning
hours just before dawn as it sneaks up on Mercury around the 10th.
Neptune will be on the opposite side of Capricorn, you will need a telescope for this one as it shines
around 8.0 magnitude this month.
Pluto, located in the constellation Ophiuchus, will be visible for a few hours before dawn as it waits for
opposition in about three months.  Pluto will move closer to the Milky Way during the next few years
making it more difficult to spot.

NEW MEMBER
WELCOME MAT



David found out about the NPMAS through a
clerk at Hobby Town, a hobby shop on the west side of
Green Bay. He had recently purchased a Meade
ETX90EC telescope and was looking for help with
learning how to use it. David also owns a pair of Traq
10x50 binoculars. David, 64,  is a retired city bus driver
and former US Marine.  He and his wife, Geri, raised
two children but are now empty nesters.

Our second new member is Stephen Delvoye,
829 15th Avenue, Green Bay, WI 54303   Phone: 920-
405-8793   Email: delvoye@gbonline.com

“I found the N.P.M.A.S. by accident while on
the internet, it was on somebody's favorite list. I am 38,
married 12 years, 0 kids, 1 dog (a corgie). I am a boiler
operator at Georgia Pacific West (old Fort Howard).
Other hobbies include flyfishing, canoeing, target
shooting, my cabin, anything up north.”

“I have been interested in astronomy for years, I
purchased my scope about 5-6 years ago, a 4" reflector
(Sky & Telescope Feb. 2001, page 10 describes it best) I
also use a pair of Swift 7.5 x 42 binoculars quite often,
especially up north. I am interested in deepsky objects
but haven't found too many. I usually get frustrated and
go back to the planets.”

“I joined the N.P.M.A.S. with the intention of
being less of an armchair amateur and learning how to
use my scope better. I also wish to purchase a better
scope eventually and I want to make sure I make the
right choice. I look forward to attending the meetings,
unfortunately, my work schedule will get in the way of
some of them. See you on the 14th.”

WELCOME DAVID & STEPHEN!!!

CONVENTION VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
By Katrina DeWitt

Only two months remain before the NCRAL
convention and its guests arrive. The convention
committee has been working hard over the last year
planning, preparing, collecting and organizing
everything that needs to be done. However, we still find
ourselves short in a few important areas.

Listed below are a few areas that need
volunteers. Most don’t require much work or extended
periods of time. Our goal is to allow everyone to enjoy
the convention. In order to do so, the workload needs to
be spread out among many members, not just a few.
Please take the time to look over the list and volunteer to
fill in a slot. With your contribution, everyone can have
fun.

Friday Night (hotel)

Registration Desk: 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.    2 people
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.    2 people
7:00 – 10:00 p.m.  2 people

Saturday
Registration Table: 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.    2 people

9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 1 person
11:30 – 1:30 p.m. 1 person
1:30 – 4:00 p.m.    2 people

Other Areas:

4:00 – 4:30 p.m. 2 people to move the astrophoto display
from one room to the other in preparation for the
banquet

10:05 – 10:30 a.m.  2 people to help get the masses to
the group photo area ASAP!

COMET WATCH   by David Klund

C/1999 T1 (McNaught-Hartley) – should still be a small telescope object
now, shining at 9.0 magnitude and probably dimming to 10.5 magnitude by
the end of the month.  Look for it, in the early morning hours, around the
upper east side above the keystone traveling north and should be slightly
east of the head of Draco by the end of the month.

C/2000 WM1 (LINEAR) Here is a comet with some possibilities.  Perihelion is expected to be around
Jan. 22, 2002, presently around 17.0 mag. right now, but will brighten and become visible around June and
July increasing brightness to a possible 5.0-4.0 magnitude range just in time for the holidays, later this
year.  This means this could be the first naked-eye comet (not spectacular but naked eye) of the new
millennium.
There are other comets out there, but none brighter than 13th magnitude.  Assuming that the majority of
the scopes are in the 8” range, I will leave these comets out, unless someone requests them.



7:30 a.m. – Noon 1 person with camera to go around and
take pictures of the convention for newsletter and
archival purposes.

6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 1 person with camera to take
pictures of the convention for newsletter and archival
purposes.

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 1 person to assist in correcting trivia
contest entries.

John Dobson:
Need someone to house him from Thurs – Sun. includes
picking/dropping him off at the airport.

On Call volunteers (may be called upon if we need
extra help, must be attending the convention):

Friday :  3:00 – 6:30 p.m.    3 people
6:30 – 10:00 p.m.   3 people

Saturday: 7:00a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  2 people
12:00 – 5:00 p.m.          1 person
5:00 – 10:00 p.m.          2 people

Please contact Katrina DeWitt at 405-8534 if you would
like to add your name to the volunteer list.

MONTHLY MEETING - FEBRUARY 14TH
We had an excellent group of forty-four people

at last months club meeting at the museum. Regular club
business filled the first hour and Dan Sheber gave his
talk on “The Efficient Observer” in the second. Dan
covered how to plan an observing session and what to
bring with you to make your outing more enjoyable.
Eyepiece observing tips and tricks were also given.
Great job Dan!

STEPS FOR FINDING A DESIRED
DEEPSKY OBJECT

By Dan Sheber

1) Get to know the constellations and at least
one bright star within each constellation.

2) Look for the nearest bright star in relation
to your desired deepsky object.

3) Sometimes you need to look at other bright
stars in the area (shapes or formations known as
asterisms) in order to find your bright star.

4) Once you have the correct bright star within
the field of your finderscope, look for a trail of
fainter stars that lead to your desired object.

5) Use your finderscope to hop from one star to
another until you reach the local grouping of stars.
The local group of stars are stars that are within 3
degrees of the desired object.

6) Look at the position of your object in
relation to its nearest stars, usually two of them.

7) Position the finderscope so that the crosshair
lies at the imaginary position of your desired
deepsky object.

8) Look into the telescope eyepiece at low
power (50x – 100x). Sometimes averted vision is
needed to spot an object.

9) Increase power if desired (this will
sometimes reveal fainter objects).

10) Write down you observation.

SOMETHING FUN
CAN YOU LOGICALLY COMPLETE THE SQUARE?

ANSWER AT THIS MONTH’S MEETING

A LOOK BACK
AT FEBRUARY



THE WOLF RIVER STAR PARTY
from the Chicago Astronomical Society web page

The Wolf River Starparty will be held for six
nights (5-18-01 through 5-23-01) at the Robert S. Lyle
Scout Reservation just east of the very small town of
Elcho, Wisconsin. Elcho is in northern Wisconsin
about 40 minutes, by car, southeast of Rhinelander.
You may camp at the site or rent a cabin/hotel room at
an off-site accommodation.

Your completed registration form with the
correct payment amount must be mailed as soon as
possible. The postmark deadline is May 1, 2001. The
price per night is $12.00 per adult (ages 16 and up)
and $6.00 per night for children (ages 6 to 15). Use
the registration form. A map showing you how to find
the site will be mailed to you after the registration is
processed.

Attendance is limited to 25 observers. For a
complete list of activities, accommodations, rules, and
a registration form go to:

http://www.chicagoastro.org/

Come and enjoy the spring sky in Wisconsin!

The Christmas Morning Eclipse
Taken by Mitch Woesner with a Pentex “K”, 50mm lens,

hand held over a 25mm eyepiece on a 120mm Orion
refractor. Kodak 800 ASA film, F4 at 1/250 second

ANTIQUE ASTRONOMY BOOKS FOR SALE

LUNAR PHOTOGRAPHS FROM APOLLOS 8, 10, 11
VF, EX-LIB, B & W PHOTOS OF THE MOONS SURFACE,
COLOR PHOTOS OF LANDING, 1971, NASA $25.00

NAVIGATIONAL AND NAUTICAL ASTRONOMY
SOME COVER SPOTTING, VG-, LEARN YOUR POSITION
FROM THE STARS, 1943, DUTTON $10.00

ASTRONOMY WITH AN OPERA GLASS
NEAR FINE, LEARN THE SKIES VISUALLY FROM SERVISS
GREAT BOOK, 1895, SERVISS $60.00

ASTRONOMY WITH THE NAKED EYE
VG, LEARN THE SKIES VISUALLY FROM SERVISS, CANALS
ON MARS, SLIGHT DAMPENING ON CORNER, 1908,
SERVISS $25.00

ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYBODY
ASTRONOMY FOR THE SIMPLE FOLK, VG, DJ GOOD
W/TEARS 1927, COPY RIGHT 1902, SIMON NEWCOMB

$20.00
CONTACT:
DAVE KLUND
(920) 499-6429
OR AT CLUB MEETING

The Lunar Terminator
taken by Mitch Woesner with a Pentax

“K” camera with 50mm lens, hand held
over a 25mm eyepiece on a 120mm

Orion refractor. Kodak 800 ASA film


