
MAY 4 – 5 NCRAL CONVENTION 
by Wayne Kuhn 
 Due to the extra activity of the past few weeks 
including work, my son’s first communion, and the 
convention, I was not able to get the newsletter  out at 
the beginning of the month before the big event. But 
the nine plus months of planning, preparation, and 
sacrifice paid off! The convention was a complete and 
total success. 
 
Friday’s activities started in the early afternoon for 
most of the NPMAS volunteers. The registration booth 
was put together and the signs were hung for the 
onslaught of conventioneers that were soon to arrive. I 
set up two tables of free literature that were sent to me 
by various companies who were also generous enough 
to donate door prizes.  It was nice to get this job out of 
the way before our guests started arriving. 
 After a quick meal at home I returned to the 
Ramada Inn’s lobby to await my turn to ferry a car 
load of people to Parmentier Observatory. Many of our 
club members were there, manning the registration 
desk and helping out wherever needed. Dick and 
Janice Francini brought their charge, John Dobson, to 
the motel for his turn at a visit to the observatory. At 
7:00 pm I loaded up six conventioneers and headed 
out. 
 As usual for amature astronomers, 
conversation was not a problem. The talk ranged from 
what are the best beginner telescopes to the merits of 
computerized versus manual operated systems. It was 
on the cold side and a little breezy at the observatory 

but from the feedback I got the visitors enjoyed the tour. 
I made the last run of the night to the observatory at 
9:00 pm, waited for this group to complete the tour then 
headed back for Green Bay. Since this group was 
mostly made up of Chicago people we made a detour 
around Lambeau Field for their viewing pleasure. 
 Saturdays events  went off without a hitch. I 
was not able to hear the first few speakers but those who 
did raved about them. The door prizes I was in charge of 
procuring were given out throughout the day with the 
best ones saved for the banquet. This included our grand 
prize, an ETX90EC telescope with Autostar controller 
and deluxe field tripod! My thanks go out to the 23 door 
prize contributors for the 54 door prizes that were given 
out. 
 Everyone involved with the convention 
deserves credit for it’s success. I did not have the time 
to do a thorough article or make a list of the people 
involved. I encourage those volunteers that were there 
to send me their story for printing in the next couple of 
newsletters. 
 

MAY 9TH MONTHLY MEETING 
 Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the 
Neville Public Museum. This months talk is a “mystery 
talk” given by club member Jerry Schaefer. After the 
meeting we are going to try a new venue — Gallaghers. 
Hope to see you at the meeting! 
 

MAY 25 — 28  POW WEEKEND 
 The first Parmentier Observing Weekend is 
finally here! Dust off your binoculars and telescopes 
and join your fellow amateur astronomers for four 
nights (hopefully) of observing bliss. You can set up 
your own equipment in the field below the observatory 
or join Ron for views through his 30 inch telescope. 
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IN MAY 
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE - MAY 
07 – Full moon 
15 – Last Quarter moon 
22 – Mercury at greatest elongation (22 degrees) 
23 – New moon 
29 – First Quarter moon 
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With the Solar Maximum upon us we may even be 
treated to some aurora displays. Mark your calendar 
now to join us and do what we all want to: 
OBSERVE!  
 

JUNE 15—17TH WOW WEEKEND 
 One of the biggest highlights of the year for 
area amateur astronomers and their families is the 
Wisconsin Observers Weekend (WOW). Summer 
camping and observing at Hartman Creek State Park 
just west of Waupaca is the highlight of the weekend. 
Club members bring along their telescopes for a 
weekend filled with the fun of helping some find 
objects for the first time, as well as the enjoyment of 
pursuing the challenge of finding new objects for their 
own enrichment. 
 
WHEN: June 15th – 17th 
WHERE: Hartman Creek State Park (about 5 miles 
west of Waupaca)  
HOW: Fill out the enclosed registration form, pre-
registration is due by June 1st. 
MORE: Information is available on the NEWSTAR 
Web Page at www.new-star.org 
Hope to see you there!  
There is a limit of 80 people this year so register 
ASAP! If you have questions, contact Terry Becker 
at 920-426-2286 or email: tlb@vbe.com 
 

 

NEW MEMBER 
WELCOME MAT 

We had one person join the club in April. He is 
Michael Paprocki, 1920 Basten, Apt. 6, Green Bay, 
WI 54302   Phone: 920-435-6720. 
 Michael is a former member of the NPMAS, 
having lost touch with the club back some years ago. 
He saw one of our flyers while visiting the Neville 
Public Museum’s Egypt exhibit and decided to join 
again after attending the April meeting. 
 He doesn’t have a telescope but does have a 
pair of 7x35 binoculars. His interests include general 
information on space and observing the planets. 
Michael hopes to learn how to use a telescope and 
looks forward to sharing time with other NPMAS 
members who share his interests. WELCOME TO 
THE CLUB! 

ON THE 
HORIZON 

 

The Monthly Publication of the 
Neville Public Museum Astronomical 

Society 
 

The Eyepiece is mailed directly to each member who 
requests it as a benefit of membership. Please submit 
comments, articles, and other material to: 
 

Editor 
Wayne Kuhn  - (920) 468-0765 

Email – waylin98@gbonline.com 
 
Written and graphic material from this publication may be 
reprinted only for non-profit use, provided credit is given to 
the writer(s). and The Eyepiece. Any other use of material is 
subject to the express permission of the author or the editor. 
 

NPMAS WEB PAGE:   www.npmas.com 
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FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Astronomical Discoveries of the Past 
By David Klund 
 Imagine in 1835 there are no cars, phones, 
TVs; electricity is not available for the public, and 
Missouri is the western most state of the union.  
Georgian (Uranus) was discovered by Herschel 50 
years earlier and still is the seventh and remotest 
planet of our Solar System.  Life is simple. 
 Along came a discovery by Sir John Herschel 
that made headlines.  The first installment of this 
discovery appeared in the August 25, 1835 edition of 
the New York Sun on page two, under the heading 
"Celestial Discoveries."  The brief passage read in part 
as follows:  
 

We have just learnt (sic) from an eminent publisher in 
this city that Sir John Herschel at the Cape of Good 
Hope, has made some astronomical discoveries of the 
most wonderful description, by means of an immense 
telescope of an entirely new principle, increasing 
magnification 42,000 times.” 
 As a matter of fact, Herschel had gone to South 
Africa in January 1834, and set up an observatory at 
Cape Town.  Three columns of the first page of the Sun 
contained a story credited to the Edinburgh Journal of 
Science.  (That publication had suspended publication 
some time before.)  There was a great deal of discussion 
about the importance of Herschel’s impending 
announcement of his discoveries. 
On August 25, the Sun ran four columns describing 
what Sir John had been able to see, looking at the moon 
through his new more powerful telescope. 
 So fascinating were the descriptions of trees and 
vegetation, oceans and beaches, bison and goats, cranes 
and pelicans that the whole town was talking even 

PLANET WATCH   by David Klund 

Mercury may be seen bright and early evening hours around the first of the 
month, this could be Mercury’s best showing of the year. Look for it 
dancing around with Saturn and Jupiter around the first. 
Venus can be easily seen just before sunrise as it steadily brightens to about 
–4.5 magnitude by the first of the month.  Venus can be seen in the 
constellation Picses. 
Earth:  Look for the Aquarid  Meteor shower around the 4th of this month. 
Earth’s Moon: Moon reaches perigee (229,547 miles from the Earth) on
the 1st at 10:41 AM CDT.  Full Moon is on the 7th at 8:52 AM CDT.  
Moon reaches apogee (251,124 miles from Earth), on the 14th at 8:30 PM 
CDT. Last Quarter Moon is at 5:11 AM CDT on the 15th.  New Moon is at 
10:46 PM CDT on the 22nd.  First Quarter Moon is on the 29th at 5:09 PM 
CDT.   

Mars rises earlier each night as it heads for opposition in June.  Mars will be shinning at a respectable –
1.1 magnitude around the first of the month and brighten to a magnitude of –2.0 by the end of the month.  
Look for it as it slowly drifts west back into Scorpio.  
Jupiter fades to a -2.0, and could be your last chance to see a clear view of this wonder.  Look for Jupiter 
and Saturn around Aldebaran, in the constellation Taurus and Pleiades (M45).  Watch for a double 
shadow moon transit on Jupiter around the 31st.  May will be the last month to view Jupiter as an evening 
object. 
Saturn will be fading this month as it heads towards the Sun’s glare and conjunction on the 25th. 
Uranus will be visible in the constellation of Capricorn, around 5.8 magnitude, in the early morning hours 
just before dawn as it sneaks up on Mercury around the 10th. 
Neptune will be on the opposite side of Capricorn, you will need a telescope for this one as it shines 
around 7.9 magnitude this month.  
Pluto, located in the constellation Ophiuchus, will be higher in the night sky as it waits for opposition in 
about a month.  Pluto will move closer to the Milky Way during the next few years making it more 
difficult to spot. 
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before the fourth installment appeared on August 28, 
1835, with the master revelation of all: the discovery 
of furry, winged men resembling bats.  The narration 
was printed as follows: 
 "We counted three parties of these creatures, 
of twelve, nine and fifteen in each, walking erect 
towards a small wood...  Certainly they were like 
human beings, for their wings had now disappeared 
and their attitude in walking was both erect and 
dignified...  About half of the first party had passed 
beyond our scope; but of all the others we had 
perfectly distinct and deliberate view.  They averaged 
four feet in height, were covered, except on the face, 
with short and glossy copper-colored hair, and had 
wings composed of a thin membrane, without hair, 
lying snugly upon their backs from the top of the 
shoulders to the claves of their legs. 
 The face, which was of a yellowish color, was 
an improvement upon that of the large orangutan... so 
much so that but for their long wings they would look 
as well on a parade ground as some of the old cockney 
militia.  The hair of the head was a darker color than 
that of the body, closely curled but apparently not 
woolly, and arranged in two circles over the temples of 
the forehead.  Their feet could only be seen as they 
were alternately lifted in walking; but from what we 
could see of them in so transient a view they appeared 
thin and very protuberant at the heel...We could 
perceive that their wings possessed great expansion 
and were similar in structure of those of the bat, being 
a semitransparent membrane expanded in curvilinear 
divisions by means of straight radii, united at the back 
by dorsal integuments.  But what astonished us most 
was the circumstance of this membrane being 
continued from the shoulders to the legs, united all the 
way down, though gradually decreasing in width.  The 
wings seemed completely under the command of 
volition, for those of the creatures whom we saw 
bathing in the water spread them instantly to their full 
width, waved them as ducks do theirs to shake off the 

water, and then as instantly closed them again in a 
compact form.” 
 The Sun reached a circulation of 15,000 daily 
on the first of the stories.  When the discovery of men 
on the moon appeared Day was able to announce that 
the Sun possessed the largest circulation of any 
newspaper in the world 19,360. 
 Later stories told of the Temple of the Moon, 
constructed of sapphire, with a roof of yellow 
resembling gold.  There were pillars seventy feet high 
and six feet thick supporting the roof of the temple.  
More man-bats were discovered and readers of the Sun 
were awaiting more astounding details, but the Sun told 
them the telescope had, unfortunately, been left facing 
the east and the Sun's rays, concentrated through the 
lenses, burned a hole "15 feet in circumference” entirely 
through the reflecting chamber, putting the observatory 
out of commission. 
 Rival editors were frantic; many of them 
pretended to have access to the original articles and 
began reprinting the Sun's series.  It was not until the 
Journal of Commerce sought permission to publish the 
series in pamphlet form, however, that Richard Adams 
Locke, confessed authorship.  Some authorities think 
that a French scientist, Nicollet, in this country at the 
time wrote them. 

Before Locke's confession a committee of 
scientists from Yale University hastened to New York 
to inspect the original articles; it was sent from editorial 
office to print shop and back again until they tired and 
returned to New Haven.  Edgar Allan Poe explained that 
he stopped work on the second part of The Strange 
Adventures of Hans Pfaall because he had felt he had 
been outdone. 

 After a number of his competitors, feeling 
exposed and humiliated because they had "lifted" the 
series and passed it off as their own, confronted Day 
about the report.  The Sun on September 16, 1835, 

admitted the hoax.  When the hoax was exposed people 
were amused and the gained circulation was never lost.  
This went down as “The great Moon Hoax of 1835.” 

COMET WATCH   by David Klund 
 
C/2000 WM1 (LINEAR) Here is a comet with some possibilities.  Perihelion is 
expected to be around Jan. 22, 2002, presently around 17.0 mag. right now, but 
will brighten and become visible around June and July increasing brightness to a 
possible 5.0-4.0 magnitude range just in time for the holidays, later this year.  
This means this could be the first naked-eye comet (not spectacular but naked 
eye) of the new millennium.   

C/2001 A2 (LINEAR) Here is a comet that has surprised everyone.  This comet should reach peak brightness of 
10.0 magnitude mid-May.  Reaching perihelion on the 24th some believe that it might not survive perihelion. 
There are other comets out there, but none brighter than 13th magnitude.  Assuming that the majority of the 
scopes are in the 8” range, I will leave these comets out, unless someone requests them. 
 



Wisconsin Observers Weekend 

Pre-registration form 

Pre-registration Deadline is June 1st, 2001 
 

Pre-registration forms must be received by June 1stth. This years attendance will be limited to 80.  Our web page (www.new-
star.org) will be updated when the registration limit is reached. Registrations received after the registration limit has been reached 
will be returned. Registrations received after June 1st, 2001 will also be returned. At the door registration will be $20 per person 
(children under 18 $5) regardless of length of stay. If you plan on attending our event but not camping in the park, the 
registration fee or at-the-door fees will still apply. Confirmation of your registration will be by email, or by postcard (if no email 
address indicated)  

 
A state park sticker must be purchased at the park office prior to entering the park. Do not include in payment to NEWSTAR.  
 
State Park sticker prices:  
WI resident $18 annual- $5 daily  
Non-resident $25 annual- $7 daily  
 
Fees include NEWSTAR registration fee and camping fees: 
  

ALL WEEKEND: 
 

# of adults ____ X $8 = ________                     # of kids _____ X $2 = ________ 
 

(18 and over)      (ages 6-17) 
 

Total amount enclosed $___________  
 

Pre-registration fees are non-refundable  
 

Name:___________________________________________  
Address:_________________________________________  
City State Zip__________________________________________________________  
Phone:____________________________________  
E-mail:_______________________________________ 
 
Club affiliation ___________________________________  
Make check payable to NEWSTAR. Mail this form and check to:  
 
NEWSTAR  
WI Observers Weekend  
P.O. BOX 1611  
Oshkosh WI 54903-1611 
 
Some State Park/NEWSTAR regulations:  
All vehicles: cars, campers etc. must be parked on the pavement at each group site. Parking in the grassy or sandy area is 
prohibited. (State park rules) If you must get power for your telescope from your vehicle, be prepared to set up near the parking 
lot.  
If you plan to tow a camper, be prepared for close quarters because of the limited parking area.  
Be courteous to your fellow astronomers, use only a red flashlight after dark!  
There is one water pump and two pit toilet stations in the group camp area. Flush toilets and hot showers are available at no 
charge in the family campground a short distance down the road.  
 


