
 

 

WHAT’S UP 
IN JULY 

JULY 11 MONTHLY MEETING 
 Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the 
Neville Public Museum. This months talk is a 
“Constellation Folklore” given by club member Jim 
Sentowski. 
 This month we will be meeting in the cool and 
roomy auditorium! Then after the meeting we will go 
out for food and drink. Come and join us! 
 
JULY 20-21 POW WEEKEND 
 This is the third Parmentier Observing 
Weekend of the year. If there is any blue in the sky at 
all near sunset it will usually clear up. Take a chance 
and head on out to Ellisville to set up your scope or 
binoculars outside the observatory or join Ron and the 
“30 inch”.  
 You can call the observatory at (920) 845-
5626 if you want to check out the situation 
beforehand. 
 
JULY 25 NPMAS BOARD MEETING 
 Club president Katrina De Witt has called for 
a board meeting to finish leftover business concerning 
the NCRAL convention and to discuss some other 
topics. All NPMAS members are welcome to attend. It 
will be held at the De Witt residence (1081 Raleight 
Street in Green Bay) starting at 7:00 PM. If you need 
directions please call Kat at 405-8534. 
 In August we will start to take nominations for  
 

the 2002—2003 NPMAS board of directors. Please 
think about who you would like to sit on the board and 
lead our club. All current NPMAS members age 18 
years or older are eligible to be nominated. Nominations 
will be taken at the August and September meetings 
only. Individuals not at the meeting are still eligible for 
nomination. However, they will be contacted in order to 
accept or decline the nomination. Voting for the Board 
will take place in October.  
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE - JULY 
05 – Full moon 
09—Mercury at greatest elongation W (21 degree) 
13 – Last Quarter moon 
17 – Venus/Moon Occultation 1:00 PM 
20 – New moon 
27– First Quarter moon 
28—S Aquarid meteors peak (20 per hour) 
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FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP 

OPEN LETTER TO STEPHANIE FRANK 
Dear Stephanie: 
 I read with great interest your thoughts on 
joining NPMAS, including your puzzlement about 
“where I want to go in my life.” And I want to say: 
Stephanie, you’ve taken on positive step! You should 
not despair. You’ve fallen in with the right crowd. 
 Astronomy club members that I’ve associated 
with, including all those in Green Bay’s NPMAS, have 
been among the best people I’ve ever met. They, and I, 
share with you a love of the night sky and all its 
wonderment. 
 The first time I heard the phrase “arc to 
Arcturus” (from the Big Dipper’s handle) was when 
Gary Baier said it at a Parmentier Observatory night. 
My first look at an SCT was, I think, when Jerry 
Schaefer was running it. I watched Don DeWitt and 
Dan Sheber expertly star-hopping their Dobsonians. 
And I think Ron Parmentier convinced me that 
“aperture wins,” although he didn’t exactly say it like 
that. 
 On a visit to McDonald Observatory here in 
Texas, I heard “arc to Arcturus” followed by “and 
spike to Spica.” Since then I’ve learned to “ride to 
Regulus” and then “advance to Alphard.” I think I’ve 
begun to know the night sky a lot better. Do I have a 
favorite star? I think mine might be Fomalhaut. We 
can see it very well here (Texas), and it’s such a good 
alignment star for half the year. 
 You can enjoy amateur astronomy all your 
life, with or without special optics or computers. The 
celestial light show can lift your spirits even when you 
yourself are one of those LOLs. 
 Knowing that, I think you should be of good 
cheer. As for career choices, you have plenty of time. I 
know many people who have changed direction in 
their vocations. One of our New Braunfels club 
members earned an astronomy degree before he was 
inspired to move into radiology and kept on studying. 
Many students switch majors as undergrads, or take 
their bachelor’s into entirely new fields. 
 But if you keep studying, working hard, 
learning everything you can, never stop doing that, 
you’re going to land on your feet. The Yankees 
shortstop Derek Jeter has written a fine book, “The 
Life You Imagine,” in which he says he wanted to be a 
Yankee since he was 8 years old. He advises 
youngsters to set goals early and then really focus on 
getting there unscathed — like he did.  
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 As for myself, I was told by my 6th-grade 
teacher that I was writing very well. I decided that year 
that I would be a newspaperman, and I spent almost 40 
years as a reporter and wire editor before retiring. 
 You mentioned liking aviation. That warms 
my heart! I love airplanes. And I flew them for 19 
years — all as a hobby (albeit an expensive one). I 
soloed fully a dozen different models of aircraft. 
(Models is the right word, not “types” or “kinds.”) 
 If you like math and algebra (I did not!), you 
have all sorts of doors opening to you. My wife and I 
visited the Johnson Space Center just two weeks ago, 
and they were appealing loudly for youngsters to 
absorb all the high math they possibly can — and 
apply for the many jobs in the space industry. Among 
these might be assignment to the astronaut corps. 
 And professional astronomy itself will be 
burdened to answer some of the big questions in 
coming years. Maybe someone your age will find the 
answers. Is there life anywhere else? Is there water on 
Mars? Is E.T. out there, and if he’s found could we 
communicate at all? What is dark energy? What’s the 

fate of the universe? Will it expand forever and become 
just scattered cold cinders? Not necessarily! We don’t 
yet know that’s what’ll happen for certain, says 
University of Chicago cosmologist Rocky Kolb. 
 But with or without math, the possibilities for 
your life are as endless a are the job categories out there. 
What do you like? Let that be your guide. And no 
matter what, keep on reading, keep on learning all the 
knowledge you can absorb. You won’t go wrong. 
 And as long as you love to gaze at the beautiful 
stars in the night sky, you’ll have something worthwhile 
to soothe your spirits. 
 
 Good luck,  
 Larry Pratt 
 
EDITORS’ NOTE: Larry moved to Texas but still keeps 
up his NPMAS membership. Any direct comments can 
be mailed to him at: 2293 E. Common Street, #91, New 
Braunfels, TX  78130 
 
 

PLANET WATCH   by David Klund 

Mercury reaches greatest western elongation with the Sun on the 9th.  
Rises about 45 mins before sunrise to get a glimpse of 0.0 mag. Mercury 
sparring with Jupiter on the 13th.  
Venus can be seen along with Taurus and still shining brightly at –4.2 and 
fading to –4.0 by the end of the month. 
Earth reaches aphelion (94,502,836 miles form the Sun) on the 4th.  Watch 
for the Delta Aqua rid meteors around the evening of the 28th. 
Earth’s Moon: Full Moon is on the 5th at 10:04 AM CDT.  Moon reaches 
apogee (251,857 miles from Earth), on the 9th at 2:48 PM CDT.  Last 
Quarter Moon is at 1:45 PM CDT on the 13th.  New Moon is at 2:44 PM 
CDT on the 20th.  Moon reaches perigee (222,956 miles from the Earth) on 
the 21st at 12:19 PM CDT.  First Quarter Moon is on the 27th at 5:08 AM 
CDT.   

Mars still shining at a magnitude of –2.0, but will fade to –1.5 by the end of the month.  Look for it just 
1/2° south of globular cluster M19. 
Jupiter can be seen in the morning hours as it steadily climbs through out the month.  Presently located in 
the constellation Gemini. 
Saturn can also be seen in the morning hours.  Look for it around mid-July with Venus and Aldebaran 
forming a decent conjunction. 
Uranus will be visible in the constellation of Capricorn, around 5.7 magnitude, watch for it in the early 
morning hours. 
Neptune will be on the opposite side of Capricorn, you will need a telescope for this one as it shines 
around 7.8 magnitude this month as it races towards opposition on the 29th.  
Pluto located in the constellation Ophiuchus dimly placed at 14.0.  Pluto will move closer to the Milky 
Way during the next few years making it more difficult to spot. 
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COMET WATCH   by David Klund 
 
C/2000 WM1 (LINEAR) Well hold on it appears that the information 
that was passed on last month was not entirely correct.  It seems to have 
re-appeared with  a 4.0-5.0 possibilities around December. 
C/2001 A2 (LINEAR) This comet has broken into three chunks and is 
currently around 4.0 magnitude.  Look for it in the constellation Pisces 
around the first of the month as it travels through Pegasus by the end of 
the month.  Should be faintly visible with the naked eye and will dim to 
7.0 by the end of the month if not sooner. 

There are other comets out there, but none brighter than 13th magnitude.  Assuming that the majority of 
the scopes are in the 8” range, I will leave these comets out, unless someone requests them. 
 

 

A LOOK BACK 
AT JUNE 

MONTHLY MEETING JUNE 13 
 We had a very good turnout of 40 people for 
the June meeting. Club business was handled in the 
first hour and Katrina De Witt’s talk on “The Moon” 
took up the second hour. Her slide presentation was 
very informative and entertaining. Good Job Kat! 
 

PARMENTIER OBSERVATORY ON 
W.O.W. WEEKEND:  JUNE 15—16 
By Dan Sheber 
 Even though several of NPMAS members 
were at W.O.W., some of us didn't make the 
registration, or had other things going on that 
prevented us from going 
to W.O.W. But this doesn't mean that we can't 
observe! After all, that is the best part about 
astronomy, isn't it? Even Ron was at the observatory 
on Friday night. I arrived sort of late that evening, as 
usual. When I got there, about 11:15, Ron Parmentier 
and Gary Baier were in the dome observing Mars. 
Seeing wasn't the greatest that night for Mars, but I 
took a peak anyway. Some surface features were 
noticed, but stuff in the atmosphere caused difficulties.  
 After looking at Mars, I headed outside for 
some Deep sky. Since I got there so late, I pulled out 
the binoculars instead of the telescope for some 
Messiers. Mike Monfiles and Gregg Seidl had their 
telescopes set up outside, and were also viewing 
Messiers. All of us had fun viewing Messiers that 
night. I had to actually use a book for a few of the 
Messiers that I don't view as often. I don't have an 
exact count, but I know that I observed at least 30 
through the binoculars. By the time I left, Mike was 
the only member left. He was waiting for 1 more 

object before calling it a night. 
 On Saturday, I was able to get out there by 
about 10:30, and found 3 NPMAS members there when 
I arrived. Mike Monfiles and Gerry Kocken already 
had their telescopes set up, and Stephanie Frank was 
also there to catch a few views. After getting out of my 
car to set up, Stephanie decided to head home. I know 
I'm an ugly guy, but I would like to get to know some of 
these new members one of these days. Anyway, I set up 
my famous 8" dobsonian, and between the three of us, 
we had a great time. In my opinion, the sky conditions 
looked better on Saturday night. I was able to get a few 
Messiers with my binoculars that I had missed the 
previous night to have the whole sky covered. Most of 
my observations were done with telescopes. We even 
looked through each others telescopes at various 
objects. Between my 2 Naglers, the Panoptic, and a few 
filters, I was getting some breathtaking views of The 
Veil Nebula, M17, M5, M8 & 21, M13, M27, M57, 
M81, and M82 just to name a few. Even though this list 
might be at least twice this size, the bottom line was that 
we were having so much fun that it was hard to quit! I 
hope everybody else had as much fun as I did. There's 
nothing wrong with going to the observatory on a 
unscheduled night. 
 

POW WEEKEND JUNE 22—23 
By Gary Baier 
 The Summer Solstice Parmentier observing 
weekend was a great success.  Around 15 people were 
present each night with several of us watching the 
sunrise on both mornings (I’m still tired). Friday started 
out slightly damp and got wetter as the night progressed.  
Mars appeared very nice for being so low in the 
southern sky.  With my 8” Newtonian at 200 power and 
a #15 deep yellow filter I could easily see the polar cap 
and some of the dark areas around it.  Unfortunately 
many of the more noticeable features were on the other 
side of the planet. It will be a few weeks before that side 
is visible to us.  (keep watching) 
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FOR SALE 
 

26mm plossl eyepiece for $10.00 
Contact Wayne Kuhn at 920-468-0765 
Email: waylin98@gbonline.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club 
logo are available for $4.00 each. They 
are four inches long on all three sides. 
Inquire at the July meeting or contact 
Katrina De Witt at 405-8534. Show your 
support for the NPMAS! 
 

OBSERVERS’ DICTIONARY 
 
It’s that time of year when everyone heads out to Star Parties 
and other social type gatherings.  If you are not familiar with 
the language, here is your first lesson, “The language of 
amateur astronomers.”  I feel it is my duty to inform you 
how to talk intelligently amongst amateur astronomers.  Here 
is your first lesson, now repeat after me: 
APERTURE ENVY: A condition usually confined to 
persons with telescopes smaller than ten inches in diameter.  
These persons can be identified at star parties sporting one of 
the following symptoms: left his equipment at home (SEE 
MOOCHER ASTRONOMER), equipment is too small to 
see the objects that everyone else is observing (SEE 
AVERTED IMAGINATION) or suffers from twoinchitis 
(SEE TWOINCHITIS). 
AVERTED IMAGINATION: thereby being convinced he 
really sees it, in certain extreme cases is usually commented 
on by other astronomers with the reply “My what a vivid 
imagination you have (insert name of observer)”. 
CLOUD BAIT: Any   new   piece   of equipment brought to 
a star party for the first time.  Party is invariably either 
clouded out or in extreme cases, rained or snowed out. 
GOTIT: An exclamation indicating success in locating an 
object.  (SEE SMUDGE) 
LIGHT BUCKET:  A really BIG telescope. 
MOOCHER ASTRONOMER: Refers to an observer at a 
star party who does not have a telescope or binoculars of his 
or her own.  Usually identified as one who will persist in 
always being behind you when you are trying to make your 
own observations.  
SMUDGE: A “barely perceptible” object usually refers to 
NGC objects located in the Virgo and Coma Clusters of 
galaxies and needs aperture (SEE LIGHT BUCKET) to see 
any detail. 
SQUAT NEBULA: An object, which is impossible to see, 
as in “I can’t see squat.” 
SUCKERHOLE:  A small break in a persistent clouded 
over sky; condition can be relieved by locating the person 
with the new telescope (SEE CLOUD BAIT) and   asking 
that person to locate a new dark sky site that no one has ever 
been to. 
TAILLIGHT NEBULA: Beautiful red emission nebula that 
easily fills full frame of all cameras regardless of focal 
length of scope.  Origin of nebula is obscure, but is thought 
to be most prominent when visitors are driving away from 
viewing area. 
TWOINCHITIS: A disease common to amateur 
astronomers in which the infected person earnestly believes 
that if his optics had just two more inches of glass he could 
see all the objects he ever wanted to see. 

Provided by David Klund 
 

Saturday started out with high clouds in the 
west that kept moving towards us until 
around midnight.  With the slight southerly 
wind the dew was kept at bay but the viewing 
of Mars was much more difficult. However 
most objects above 30 degrees of altitude 
were excellent. Many said that Saturday was 
the better of the two nights.   
 In about 8 1/2 hours of observing, 
looking through other telescopes and helping 
new observers over the two nights I managed 
to observe 40  Messier objects with my 
telescope and 20 of these with my 10 x 50 
binoculars.  We also observed Uranus and 
Neptune on Friday night with Don DeWitt’s 
18” telescope.  In all it was a very good 
weekend that most of us have not 
experienced in a very long time. 
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NEW MEMBER 
WELCOME MAT 

 
We had two new members join the club in June. First 
is Jeff Brisson: 
 Jeff visited Parmentier Observatory a couple 
of times before he joined. Here is his background in 
his own words: “My age is 39. I do electronic repair 
for the music stores in town, most of them anyway. 
lots of musical amps, pa equipment speaker re-coning 
and instrument repair. Also a lot of warranty repair for 
Fender, Marshall, Ampeg, Crate QSC etc...to name a 
few. I have a shop in the back of dicks music shop 
(that's were they keep me anyway!)” 
 “My interests are playing music, most sports, 
camping, fishing, reading and learning, and now my 
scope. How I found out about the club was the 
Internet. I have always been interested in astronomy 
but I just never had the time to pursue it untill now. I 
would like to learn as muck as I can in the hobby, all 
facets of astronomy. What I hope to gain out of my 
membership is the knowledge that all members can 
teach me and to make friends.” 
 Our second new member is Terry Glembo: 
 “I am an Engineer with Schneider Logistics. 
My wife is a R.N., and I have two children of college 
age. I have been at Schneider for nine years, although 
not always in the same role. I heard about the club 
through David Holubetz, a former member some of 
you may recall. He was a member about 20 years ago 
and a student of Ron Parmentier's. Ron had sold a 
telescope to David, and he still owns that scope. For 
those of you that remember David, he resides in 
Colorado.” 

“My other interests include, flying. I have 
been flying since the early 80's. I fly for recreational 
purposes, and enjoy airshows. I also have a German 
Shepherd, that holds several titles for obedience. In the 
past I have done some shows for kids groups, and 
occasionally take him to visit residents at nursing 
homes. I love the great outdoors. I have done some 
mountain climbing in South America and much of the 
U.S.” 
 “Astronomy has always captivated me. There 
are many unanswered questions and such great 
speculation. I suspect that our knowledge of the 
universe is considerably less than the proverbial, drop 
of water to the oceans. I have a greater interest in deep 
space than the planets. The physics behind space and 
time are fascinating to me, especially as it applies to 
travel. What I hope to get out of the club is quite 
simple—the opportunity to do some viewing of deep 

space and to listen to the speakers you present monthly. 
Oh, and of course the answer to time travel.…” 
 

 

ON THE 
HORIZON 

 
NORTHWOODS STARFEST 
By Gary Baier 
 The 13th annual NORTHWOODS STARFEST 
will be held at the Hobbs Observatory on August 17th, - 
19th. Hobbs is located 13 miles east of Eau Claire, WI 
on the grounds of the Eau Claire County Youth Camp.  
This facility has several very well maintained cabins for 
sleeping, a large nature center and auditorium as well as 
many miles of hiking trails along the Eau Claire River.   
The observatory is operated by the Chippewa Valley 
Astronomical Society, UW-EC and Eau Claire County.   
The observatory has to domes containing a 24” f/5 
reflector with CCD camera and a 14” Celestron SCT.    
 This year has a speaker for Friday and Saturday 
nights. The traditional midnight snacks are always 
wonderful and the Saturday night meal is also supposed 
to live up to it’s reputation.  Many of the NPMAS 
members will be heading west between 10 AM and 5 
PM on Friday if you need a ride. The cost is $40 up 
until July 31 after that it is $50.  This event is limited to 
150 people and it often fills up early. Applications may 
be obtained at http://www.cvastro.org/   More 
information will be available at the NPMAS meeting in 
July. 
 
AGENDA  
Friday, August 17th  
5 pm -- Registration  
• 8:00 PM Impact Craters of Western Wisconsin 

Dr. William Cordua, Professor of Geology—
University of Wisconsin, River Falls.  

 Dr. Cordua received in B. A. in Geology from 
George Washington University in 1969. He then went 
on to complete both his Masters and his Doctorate in 
Geology from Indiana University. He is currently a 
professor of geology and his course load includes 
classes in geology, oceanography, mineralogy and 
petrology. He has received national awards for 
excellence in writing and for excellence in Dr. Cordua 
actively writes popular science articles for amateur gem 
and mineral groups. He has been published twenty-five 
times in professional magazines, abstract volumes and 
journals. He recently submitted a paper to Geology 
titled Deformationin Quartz from the Rock Elm 
Structure, Wisconsin: Evidence of Meteorite Impact. 
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9 pm -- Observing Session  
Midnight -- Snack  
 
Saturday, August 18th  
10 am to 12 -- Brunch, Registration  
1 pm -- Paper Session  
4 pm -- Swap Fest  
5:30 pm --Dinner  
6:30 pm - Door Prizes - Dining Hall - Must be present 
to win  
- 8:00 PM Space Science Marge Lehky NASA 
Aerospace Education Specialist, NASA Glenn 
Research Center Cleveland, Ohio. 
 Marge Lehky received her B.S. in Education 
from Ohio University and then her Masters of Science 
from Oklahoma State University. During the eleven 
years that she worked at NASA Glenn Visitor Center 
she was an Aerospace Lecturer, Center Coordinator 
and Education Program Manager. She assisted in the 
development of the Mobil Aeronautics Education Lab 
and she taught in the Science and Engineering 
Mathematical Aerospace Academy. As an Aerospace 
Education Specialist, Ms. Lehky represents NASA 
Glenn Research Center throughout the states of 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and 
Wisconsin. 
 
9:30 pm -- Observing Session  
Midnight -- Snack  
 
Sunday, August 19th  
8 am -- Breakfast  
Noon -- Checkout  
 
For a printable registration form go to: 
 
http://www.cvastro.org/sf_form.htm  


