
 

 

WHATS UP 
IN SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 12 MONTHLY MEETING 
 Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the 
Neville Public Museum. This months talk is “Buying 
Commercial Telescopes” given by club members 
Wayne Kuhn. After the meeting we will go out for 
food and drink. Come and join us! 
 
SEPTEMBER 13—16 ASTROFEST 
 The biggest star-party of the year is here! Last 
years attendance was well over 1,100 people. You can 
still go even if you haven’t pre-registered but it will 
cost you $100.00 per person at the door ($85.00 for 6 
to 12 year olds). Check out http://www.chicagoastro.org/ 
for more information. 
 
SEPTEMBER 21 & 22 FALL PUBLIC 

OBSERVING WEEKEND 
 Our last public observing event of the year 
(boy, where did the summer go?) will once again be 
held at the Green Bay Wildlife Sanctuary grounds off 
Danz Avenue.  The public observing hours are 7:30 
PM to 10:00 PM on both Friday and Saturday. Set-up 
will start around 6:30 PM. 
 Please bring your telescope, binoculars, red 
lights, or at the very least—yourself! The more club 
members we have the better the show. Please put up as 
many posters as you can to help advertise. 
 
 

 

 

MAGAZINE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 
 
also be a great opportunity to scan the Milky Way with 
binoculars! 
 
AUGUST 17—19 NORTHWOODS 
   STARFEST 
 At the time of this being printed there were a 
few spots left for the Northwoods Starfest held at the 
Hobbs Observatory in Eau Claire, WI. For more 
information refer to the article and registration form in 
last months newsletter. If you want to see if you can still 
sign up contact Gary Baier at 920-391-9654. 
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE – SEPT. 
02 – Full moon 
10—Lunar occultation of Saturn (5:13 AM) 
10 – Last Quarter moon 
16 – Zodiacal light visible for next two weeks 
15—Lunar occultation of Jupiter (3:45 PM) 
17 – New moon 
22—Fall Equinox 
24 – First Quarter moon 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo 
are available for $4.00 each. They are four 
inches long on all three sides. Inquire at the 
July meeting or contact Katrina De Witt at 
405-8534. Show your support for the NPMAS! 
 

 
Ron Parmentier needs to have your Astronomy 
and Sky & Telescope magazine subscription 
renewals to him by AUGUST 31.  The 
breakdown is as follows: 
 
Astronomy Magazine:    
 $29.00 for one year 
 Sky & Telescope Magazine:  
 $29.95 for one year 
  
 Club membership dues are not due until 
December 31 but as long as you are making a 
check out for magazine subscriptions, why not 
get it out of the way too? Single memberships 
are $15.00 for one year and Family 
memberships are $25.00 for one year. 
 If you have any questions you can call 
Ron at 336-5878. Please make checks payable 
to the NPMAS and send them to Ron at 161 
Rosemont Drive, Green Bay WI 54301 
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WE WANT YOU FOR THE 
NPMAS BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS! 

By Katrina and Don DeWitt  

 The month of August began the solicitation for 
nominations for the NPMAS Board of Directors. 
Eighteen brave people have stepped forward so far. 
There is still time for you to get your name on the 
ballot, as nominations will be accepted during our 
September club meeting.  The current list of those 
nominated to date will appear at the end of this article.    

 To be eligible for nomination, you must be a 
current member, aged 18 years or older. Nominations 
will be taken from the general membership. You can 
either self nominate or be nominated by another 
individual. Individuals not at the meeting are still 
eligible for nomination. However, they will be 
contacted in order to accept or decline the nomination. 
Those nominated have until September 30th to decline. 

 If you're unsure whether you'd like to run for 
the Board, let me tell you a little about what it is and 
what it does. The Board consists of nine members 
elected at the October general membership meeting. 
Each of the nine positions is a two-year term. These 
nine individuals select the President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and treasurer.  

The main duties of the Board consist of 
managing the affairs of the society and developing and 
scheduling society activities. The biggest of these 
include selection of topics and speakers for the 
monthly meetings for the following year, planning of 
Astronomy Day and Public Observing Weekends.  

 The Board generally meets on average four 
times a year to conduct the business of the Society. 
During special events, such as Astronomy Day, 
additional meetings may be called. Board members 
must attend at least half of all meetings held.  

 This is a great opportunity to get involved 
with the Society. The Board is not a difficult job, nor 
does it require any special skills or talents. So please, 
nominate yourself or someone you know for the 
Board.  If you need more information on the Board, 
please talk to a current Board member. They'll be 
happy to answer any questions you may have.  

I'll see you all at the Ballot box in October!! 

 

The Monthly Publication of the 
Neville Public Museum Astronomical 

Society 
 

The Eyepiece is mailed directly to each member who 
requests it as a benefit of membership. Please submit 
comments, articles, and other material to: 
 

Editor 
Wayne Kuhn  - (920) 468-0765 

Email – waylin98@gbonline.com 
 
Written and graphic material from this publication may be 
reprinted only for non-profit use, provided credit is given to 
the writer(s) and The Eyepiece. Any other use of material is 
subject to the express permission of the author or the editor. 
 

NPMAS WEB PAGE:   www.npmas.com 

NPMAS 
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Katrina DeWitt 
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Steve Wicker 

1286 San Jose Place 
Green Bay, WI 54303 

920-496-0288 
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PLANET WATCH   by David Klund 

Mercury reaches greatest eastern elongation with the Sun on the 18th.  
Mercury shining at 0.1 mag. and will be doubling up with Spica on the 19th. 
Venus can be seen jetting across Cancer and Leo this month.  Still shining 
brightly during the early morning as twilight gives into daybreak at –3.8 
mag.  
Earth reaches autumnal equinox at 6:04 PM CDT on the 22nd.  For those 
of you with sundials watch your time.  Sundials appear to be a minute fast 
around the first to approximately 10 minutes by the end of the month. 
Earth’s Moon: Moon reaches apogee (252,482 miles from Earth), on the 
1st at 2:00 AM CDT.  Full Moon is on the 2nd at 4:43 PM CDT.  Last 
Quarter Moon is at 1:59 PM CDT on the 10th.  Moon reaches perigee 
(222,531 miles from the Earth) on the 16th at 10:48 PM CDT.  New Moon 
is at 5:27 AM CDT on the 17th.  First Quarter Moon is on the 24th at 4:31 
AM CDT.  Moon reaches apogee (252,144 miles from Earth), on the 29th at 
12:34 AM CDT.   

Mars still shining at a magnitude of –0.8, but will fade to –0.4 by the end of the month.  Look for it just 
above the teapot of Sagittarius. 
Jupiter can be seen rising around 2:00 AM as it steadily climbs through out the month, presently located 
in the constellation Gemini. 
Saturn can be seen rising around midnight shining around 0.0 mag.  Saturn reaches western quadrature
on the 7th.  But watch for the occultation of Saturn during the morning hours on the 10th.  
Uranus will be visible in the constellation of Capricorn, around 5.7 magnitude, watch for it in the early 
morning hours. 
Neptune will be on the opposite side of Capricorn, you will need a telescope for this one as it shines 
around 7.8 magnitude. 
Pluto located in the constellation Ophiuchus dimly placed at 14.0.  Pluto will move closer to the Milky 
Way during the next few years making it more difficult to spot. 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo are 
available for $4.00 each. They are four inches 

long on all three sides. Inquire at the club 
meeting or contact Steve Wicker at 920-496-0288. 

Show your support for the NPMAS! 
 

Nominations for the NPMAS Board 
of Directors (in alphabetical order): 

Dan Ankeney Tom Cashman 
Don DeWitt  Katrina DeWitt 
Dick Francini Stephanie Frank 
Julie Holzer  Gerry Kocken 
Tony Kroes  George McCourt 
Steve Mofle  Mike Monfils 
Ray Nancoz  Ron Parmentier 
Beth Schultze Dan Sheber  
Shari Wagner 
 

HELP WANTED 
I am looking for club members who own newer style 
telescopes and would be willing to bring them to the 
September meeting. Please contact Wayne Kuhn at 
468-0765 or email waylin98@gbonline.com 
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FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
W.O.W. REVIEW 
By Steve Wicker 
 This year W.O.W. (Wisconsin observers 
weekend) sure lived up to its name, wow!  
 On Friday my wife Sue and I couldn't leave 
until after 3:00 pm, being as I had to work. During the 
day when I could, I would peek outside and all I could 
see was cloudy skies and rain. So I thought oh boy, 
here we go again—another crummy weekend for 
astronomy. After I got home from work the rain 
stopped, and by the time we hit the road it was 4:30 
pm and the skies were starting to look promising.  
 We arrived at Hartman Creek State park, 
about 6:00 pm. We had a nice group of club members 
their. Katrina, Don and Jacob DeWitt, Wayne, 
Linda, Tyler and Ashley Kuhn, George McCourt. 
Master Chef Steve Mofle, and his friend and club 
member Julie Holzer, Tony Kroes and his friend 
Tara, and Dick Francini. For dinner we cooked 
hamburgers and hotdogs over a campfire, nothing 
fancy but it sure hit the spot.  
 Friday evening the skies were nice and clear 
but it was very humid and a little breezy. Dick 
Francini and I worked together on our quest for 
Hershel objects. I managed to bag about 14 but 
Katrina DeWitt beat all of us with 66! Around 
midnight or so the wind calmed down and the 
humidity also seemed to lessen. I stayed out until 
about 2:00 am before heading for bed.  
 Saturday morning the skies were clear. It was 
a beautiful morning. Our Master Chef Steve Mofle 
made some awesome omelets - you name it and he had 
it. After cleaning up from breakfast we all went over to 
the other campsite to get our registration packets. They 
were making doughnuts and omelets in a bag, and 
some deep-fried apples! I think I will have to steal a 
few of those ideas next time I go camping. The rest of 
the day my wife and I went bike riding and we had a 
great time.  
 At dinner we all were making shish kabobs on 
the campfire, and out of nowhere a storm came up. 
Everyone rushed to cover or put their telescopes away 
before the storm hit. Sue and I and Dick Francini sat 
the storm out in our van as it poured out and got very 
windy. We all sat and watched Katrina “lightning rod” 
DeWitt stand outside in the storm measuring the wind 
speed. Katrina reported the wind speed to be about 50 
mph! But as quick as the storm came it left with a 
beautiful double rainbow, and we noticed the rainbow 

went right into Tony Kroes tent. I wonder where he is 
hiding that pot-O- gold!  
 Everyone set back up and it ended up to be a 
clear night again although the seeing wasn't quite as 
good but I still managed to bag a few more Hershels. 
Sunday morning was the start of another nice day as the 
sun was shining brightly. But it was time to head for 
home. It was another great weekend with good food, 
good friends and a great time had by all.  
 
Editor’s Note: My apologies to Steve for not printing 
this article sooner. 
 

NORTHWOODS REVIEW 
By Ray Nancoz 
 The weekend of August 18th was the annual trek 
to Chippewa Falls for the Northwoods Starfest.  Once 
again NPMAS was well represented with a large 
contingent.  I wouldn’t be too far off by saying that 
everyone who went was there. 
 Friday began with fine weather and a nice drive 
out to central nowhere.  After settling in the nice cabins 
provided at the Beaver Creek Reserve it was out for 
dinner and back in time for the Friday night talk on 
meteor impacts in western Wisconsin.  Unfortunately 
the sky clouded up and there was little observing that 
night except some done with the computer controlled 
scopes that could point without seeing any guide stars.  
It’s sad too say that the highlight was watching the 
battle between Katrina and the folding chair.  Of coarse 
it wasn’t much of a battle as the chair quickly got the 
upper hand and swallowed her whole.  So after the 
midnight snack provided by the organizers we called it 
an early night. 
 Saturday started with an iffy weather forecast.  
The day was spent listening to the scheduled talks and 
watching the satellite images.  At this star party the 
meals are provided so there wasn’t any work to be done, 
just a relaxing day.  As evening approached there were 
signs of the skies clearing.  As it turns out, the sky 
stayed clear throughout the night but it was a never-
ending fight with the dew.  Don DeWitt and George 
McCourt played with Don’s eighteen inch Dobsonian, 
Katrina DeWitt finished her Hershel list on George’s 
scope, while Steve Wicker, Dick Francini, and myself 
worked on our own Hershel lists on our own scopes.  
Yes, I know, I was using the club scope.   
 Gerry Kocken and Tony Kroes were also 
there with their own astronomical toys.  Wayne Kuhn 
shared his newest toy with the group - Cannon 15x50 IS 
binoculars. They are definitely an excellent set of optics.  
Also with us was a rookie, Debbie Roemer, who 
wandered from scope to scope sampling the many types 
of observing and telescopes—Exactly why going to a 
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star party is so useful for a beginner.  This time the 
midnight snack was just a kick off to a long fruitful 
night.   When Saturn rose high enough the air was 
fairly steady giving decent viewing.  Jupiter rose a few 
hours later and also looked pretty good.  It’s nice to be 
seeing these giants again after being gone for so long. 
 The group slowly filtered off to bed but most 
stayed up to about three to four o’clock and Tony and I 
packed it in at five.  And that’s all I have to say about 
that.  Hope to see ya all there next year! 
 

 

NEW MEMBER 
WELCOME MAT 

 
We had one new addition to our club in August: Chad 
Rabitoy, 2657 Don Gerard Way, Green Bay, WI 
54311   Phone: 920-406-9587 
Email: cdrabitoy@yahoo.com 
 I asked Chad a few questions via email and 
here is his response:  
 “This past spring, my family and I attended 
the "Astronomy Day" at the Barlow Planetarium in 
Menasha. I talked with some the members of 
NEWSTAR and really wanted to join their club, but I 
didn't want to drive to Menasha all the time. It was 
then by fate that I saw a poster in the Brown County 
Library for the NPMAS Public Observing Weekend at 
the Wildlife Sanctuary. I was unable to make it to the 
Public Observing Weekend but I made a copy of the 
flier and found your web site. From there I mustered 
up my courage to attend the May meeting at the 
Neville Public Museum. This was great!! I enjoyed 
Jerry Schaefer’s talk pertaining to physics and the 
different types of launching theories. I left the meeting 
thinking "I need to hang with these smart *%#*&@"! 
I decided right then that I would join.” 
 “I have been interested in astronomy for as 
long as I can remember, but like many people I had 
never pursued those interests to my fullest capability. 
My children asked me so many questions that I 
couldn't answer, that I was forced to either answer 
their questions with "I don't know", make up the 
answers, or start to learn things. So I started to learn 
the basics of astronomy, and became more and more 
interested. I am still at the infancy stages of this 
endeavor, but with a club like this, I feel confident that 
I will be pointing out Messier objects like Charles 
himself. No Pressure There!! j/k” 
 “At this point I have no particular interest 
area's but would like to just get an over view and see 
what strikes me the most. This past weekend (8-10 & 
8-11) I was camping up in Bolder Junction (which is 

why I wasn't at the Summer Picnic) I met a couple of 
guys with decent sized "Light Buckets" and I had 
"Aperture Envy" all weekend. Mooch....Mooch.....and 
more Mooch. We where pulling up Messiers like 
nothing. It was an absolutely beautiful weekend. “ 
 “What do I hope to get out of the membership? 
I hope to find a mentor who can help me learn, but I 
know that this is a self learning journey as well, so my 
expectations are not to high. I also hope to make some 
friends and help others to get interested in the wonders 
of the universe. We had a great time this weekend 
brining up Messier M11, M13, M31 and M33 (just to 
name a few) and showing the young kids the beauty of 
the universe. At this point I am working on the 
"Universe Sampler" and plan to start "Messier Objects" 
soon. I have a pair of 7 x 35 bino's and hope to some 
day build a 10" Dobsonian or something (not sure 
yet).  
 “I am 31 years old and fill my days working as 
an electrical designer for Jacobs Engineering in De 
Pere. Outside of work I enjoy camping, fishing, biking, 
woodworking and snow skiing to name a few. But I also 
have small children (4 yrs and 10 yrs) and love spending 
time with them, so like many people, my time for these 
things is limited. I also am a Webelos leader for the Cub 
Scout Pack at Christa McAuliffe School.” 
 “Some people go to bed and dream of doing 
wonderful things, others stay awake and do them.” 

Welcome to the club Chad! 
 

 

A LOOK BACK 
AT JULY 

 
MONTHLY MEETING AUGUST 8 
 We had a very good turnout of 41 people for the 
August meeting. Club business was handled in the first 
hour including the awarding of several Astronomical 
League observing certificates. Katrina De Witt 
received certificate #37 of the Sunspotters Club, Don 
De Witt received certificate #1878 of the Messier Club, 
and Anthony J. Kroes received certificate #19 of the 
Hershel II Club. Congratulations to all! 
  The second hour featured a talk on “The 
Mechanics of a Telescope” given by club members 
Steve Mofle and George McCourt. Steve started the 
presentation by going through the basics on how to set 
up, orient, collimate and use various telescopes. George 
followed up with additional explanations using several 
telescopes that were on the stage. The talk was very 
informative, especially for the beginners in the club. 
Great job Steve & George! 
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NPMAS PICNIC AUGUST 11 
By Wayne Kuhn 
 The 18th annual club picnic had a new 
venue for this year—Lilly Lake in eastern 
Brown County. Around 25 people attended the 
event which featured a lot of food and good 
conversation. The kids had playground 
equipment as well as badminton to keep 
themselves amused. I brought my paddleboat
for the occasion and several club members took 
advantage of it.  
 Luckily the weather cooperated and 
everyone had a great time. 
 
PERSEID PARTY AUGUST 11 
By Wayne Kuhn 
 After the picnic, most of us reconvened 
at Parmentier Observatory for some Perseid 
meteor watching as well views through a few 
telescopes. Many others who weren’t at the 
picnic decided to join us as well as the cars 
were parked on both sides of the clearing all 
the way back to the fencerow.  
 We weren’t disappointed. I myself saw 
over a dozen meteors and I’m sure others saw 
many more. The skies stayed clear for most of 
the night and several club members stayed 
until   the moon rose around 2:30 AM. A Great 
turnout for a great event! 
 

COMET WATCH   by David Klund 

C/2001 Q2 It is rare these days when an amateur discovers a comet...it is 
even rarer when it happens to be a visual discovery and rarer still when it 
happens at a star party.  Such was the case on Saturday night (Aug. 22nd.) 
when Vance Avery Petriew discovered a comet during a star party at 
Cyprus Hills Interprovincial Park, Saskatchewan, Canada.  Perihelion has 
been established as September 2, 2001 and turns out to be a periodic comet 
of 5.5 years.  The comet has maxed out in brightness and now its time to say 
good-bye will be 13+ mag by the end of the month. 

C/2001 A2 (LINEAR) This comet has been verified at around 9.0 mag. this month which means it still is 
a good telescope object.  Look for it in the constellation Vulpecula around the first of the month as it 
travels by M27 (Dumbbell) by the end of the month.   
There are other comets out there, but none brighter than 13th magnitude.  Assuming that the majority of 
the scopes are in the 8” range, I will leave these comets out, unless someone requests them. 
 
 
 

NPMAS members relax under the pavilion at Lily Lake 

Ray, Mike, & Dick listen to Tony Kroes explain something in Italian 
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Public Stargazing 
Weekend 

 
LOOK THROUGH TELESCOPES AND SEE: 

 
• Craters on the moon 
• The Planet Mars 
• The Andromeda Galaxy 
• The Ring Nebula 
• Star Clusters 
• Colorful double stars 

and more! 
 
 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
September 21th & 22th 

7:30 – 10:00 PM 
AT THE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
GROUNDS ON DANZ AVENUE 

Sponsored by: 
The Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society 
and the Wildlife Sancturary. Call 391-3671 for more 
information or visit 
www.npmas.com 


