
 

WHAT’S UP 
IN OCTOBER 

OCTOBER 12 MONTHLY MEETING 
 Please join us from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at 
the Neville Public Museum. This month’s talk is 
“Backyard Weather Forecasting” given by club 
member Jeff Last. This will be a joint meeting with 
the Packerland Meteorological Society.  
 

Elections for the new NPMAS board of 
directors will be held at this meeting. 
Please come out to vote! The list of 

the nominees and an accompanying 
article are on pages 2 & 3. After the 

meeting we will go out for food and drink. Come and 
join us! 
 
OCTOBER 12—14         COW WEEKEND 
 COW stands for “Crivitz Observing 
Weekend” and once again the fabulous skies of 
Northern Wisconsin beckon! Club member Dave 
Jorgenson is inviting all NPMAS members to join 
him for two nights of observing at his home just west 
of Crivitz. Dave has a couple of cottages that can be 
used or you can tent out.  
 New members have a map to Dave’s place in 
their NPMAS folder. Otherwise Wayne Kuhn will 
have extras available at the October club meeting. If 
you have any questions call Dave directly at 715-
757-3296 or email him at djscycles@cybrzn.com 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 17 BOARD MEETING 
  A NPMAS board meeting has been 
called to finalize next year’s event schedule and to 
select the new officers of the board. The meeting will 
start at 7:00 PM and will be held at the DeWitt 
residence. All NPMAS members can attend. If you 
need directions to the DeWitt’s, call Kat or Don at 
405-8534. 
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE - October 
02 – Full moon 
09—Double shadow transit on Jupiter (6:22 AM) 
09 – Last Quarter moon 
16 – New moon 
19—Double shadow transit on Jupiter (9:12 PM) 
21—Orionid meteor shower peaks (20 per hour) 
23– First Quarter moon 
26—Double shadow transit on Jupiter (11:05 PM) 
27—Daylight savings time ends (10:00 PM) 

Once again we are starting to put the schedule for 
next year together and your input is requested. We 
have 12 monthly meetings that need topics and 
speakers. If you have a suggestion for a particular 
astronomy related subject, please contact Don 
DeWitt before the October 17 board meeting. Also, 
if you are interested in giving a talk about 
something, let Don or a board member know. 
 Also, in past years we have dedicated one 
weekend for club members to get together and 
casually work on their Astronomical League Lunar 
Club observations. We would like to know what 
interest there is in doing the same type of thing, but 
expanding it a bit by doing it several months in a 
row at different phases of the Moon. I think it would 
be kind of neat if 8-10 people (or certainly more if 
interested) would work on it together and turn it in 
at the same time.  
 Please let us know if there is anything else 
that you would like to see the club doing in the 
coming year. 
 



 

NPMAS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ELECTIONS 

 
By Katrina & Don DeWitt 

 On the opposite page you will find a list 
of 18 club members. These brave souls have 
accepted a nomination for the NPMAS Board of 
Directors. 
          Every two years the Society votes for nine 
individuals to serve on the Board. This newly elected 
Board then meets to elect a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer amongst themselves. 

         In addition, the Board meets to put together and 
finalize the schedule of events for the coming year. 
These nine members vote and decide on issues on the 
Society’s behalf. 

 So what does this have to do with you, the 
member? It’s your vote that will help decide which 
nine individuals are elected to the Board. As our 
society is continuing to grow and evolve, we need a 
strong Board, those individuals who are able to 
generate enthusiasm within the Society, are able to 
look toward the future, and make decisions in the 
best interest of the Society and its members. Your 
vote will help elected the nine nominees best suited 
for this task. 

 Voting will take place at the beginning of the 
October 10th general membership meeting. A ballot 
will be handed out to all current members age 16 
years and older. If you absolutely cannot make the 
meeting, you are still able to vote by absentee ballot. 

 Absentee ballots must be requested and 
returned to Steve Wicker by 5:00 PM Wednesday, 
October 10th. Please write on the outside of the 
envelope "BALLOT" in big letters so it will not be 
opened until all ballots are counted on Wednesday 
night. Under no circumstances will we accept 
voting via e-mail or phone! Ballots not completed 
properly will not be counted. To get an absentee 
ballot call Steve at 496-0288 or email him at 
wickster@venomtech.com 

 When all votes are handed in, they will be 
tabulated and the results will be made known before 
the end of the October meeting. So please vote. The 
direction and the future of the club rest with you! 

 

VOTE 
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Nominations for the NPMAS 
Board of Directors (in alphabetical 

order): 

 

Dan Ankeney Tom Cashman 
Don DeWitt  Katrina DeWitt 
Dick Francini Stephanie Frank 
Julie Holzer  Dave Jorgensen 
Gerry Kocken Tony Kroes  
George McCourt Mike Monfils 
Ray Nancoz  Ron Parmentier 
Beth Schultze Dan Sheber  
Jim Vareka   Shari Wagner 
 

PLANET WATCH   by David Klund 

Mercury is at inferior conjunction with the sun on the 14th.  Beginning on 
Oct. 27th you will be able to witness a rare treat.  Venus and Mercury will 
be within 1° of each other for 11 days.  Now for the good stuff there will be 
two conjunctions between these two marvels, but not in the typical north-
south direction that we are used to.  The first of these quasi-conjunctions 
will be on the 30th and their closest approach of .59° on the 29th along with 
its greatest elongation at 19°. 
Venus can be seen dancing around the sky with Mercury around the end of 
the month.  Still shining brightly during the early morning as twilight gives 
into daybreak at –3.8 mag.  Venus reach perihelion with the Sun on the 5th. 

Earth daylight savings time ends on the 28th. 
Earth’s Moon: Full Harvest Moon is on the 2nd at 8:49 PM CDT.  Last Quarter Moon is at 11:20 PM 
CDT on the 9th.  Moon reaches perigee (224,849 miles from the Earth) on the 14th at 4:00 PM CDT.  
New Moon is at 2:23 PM CDT on the 16th.  First Quarter Moon is on the 23rd at 9:58 AM CDT.  Moon
reaches apogee (251,614 miles from Earth), on the 26th at 12:34 AM CDT.  Moon reaches apogee 
(252,482 miles from Earth), on the 1st at 2:00 AM CDT.   
Mars still shining at a magnitude of –0.4, but will fade to –0.0 by the end of the month.   
Jupiter reaches quadrature on the 7th.  
Saturn can be seen rising around 10PM shining around -0.2 mag.  Saturn reaches western quadrature on 
the 7th.  But watch for the occultation of Saturn during the morning hours on the 10th.  
Uranus will be visible in the constellation of Capricorn, around 5.8 magnitude, watch for it in the early 
morning hours. 
Neptune will be on the opposite side of Capricorn, you will need a telescope for this one as it shines 
around 7.8 magnitude. 
Pluto sinks too low and too early   to tracked this month. 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo are 
available for $4.00 each. They are four inches 

long on all three sides. Inquire at the club 
meeting or contact Steve Wicker at 920-496-
0288. Show your support for the NPMAS! 

 

FOR SALE 
One 14mm Konig by Apogee for $30.00 
One Orion 2x Barlow (1.25") for $20.00 
 
The eyepiece has a 60-65 degree F.O.V. and 
does give good images. Both items are in brand-
new condition. Last chance! 
Dan Sheber - 468-0180 
 



 

A LOOK BACK 
AT SEPTEMBER 

 
MONTHLY MEETING SEPTEMBER 12 
 We had a good turnout for the September 
meeting. Wayne Kuhn led off the first hour with his 
talk on “Buying Commercial Telescopes”, which 
focused on the history of amateur telescopes and how 
to choose the correct one for your type of observing.  
 The second hour featured club business 
including observing awards to Wayne Kuhn (Lunar 
Club), Steve Mofle (Lunar and Hershel II Clubs), 
Julie Holzer (Lunar Club), Dan Sheber (Binocular 
Messier), and Ray Nancoz (Double Star Club). 
Congratulations! 
 
ASTROFEST SEPTEMBER 13 - 16 
 by Tammy Wicker 
9-13-01:  On the way to Astrofest on Thursday 
was an interesting time. Like Ron said it felt like a 
family reunion at his house because of all the club 
members meeting there. I thought the car-a-van thing 
worked out fairly good. I also thought that the two-
way radio's worked really well for all of us to let each 
other know things. There were 24 people taking part 
in the car-a-van: Steve, Sue and Tammy Wicker, 
Wayne Kuhn, Beth Schultze, Don, Kat, and Jacob 
DeWitt, Steve Mofle, Julie Holzer, Jim Vareka, 
Dan Ankeney, Ron Parmentier, Dick and Janice 
Francini, Gerry and Jean Kocken, George 
McCourt, Alan, Sherry, Carly and Andy Wagner, 

Ted Kordes, and Dave Jorgenson. This night we 
had sloppy joes supplied by Gerry Kocken. 
9-14-01:  On Friday we were all finally settled 
in. We looked at the vendors and relaxed during the 
day. For dinner that night we had my parents 
awesome booyah - man that was really good! When 
nighttime came everyone seemed to be out till about 
midnight or so when of course clouds decided to roll 
in. 
9-15-01:  On Saturday we all hung out and 
talked about stuff and a lot of us bought some things 
from vendor’s row. Then later on that evening we 
assembled for the door prize giveaway. 
 Those who won from our club were: Janice 
Francini - a little hand held telescope, Ted Kordes - 
He also won a hand held telescope but it was a little 
bit smaller than Janice's, George McCourt -
Astrocards, Dick Francini - book, and my mom, Sue 
Wicker, won a Meade ETX60AT telescope. It was 
pretty cool that my mom won a telescope because 
now she can get involved more with my dad. It 
shouldn’t take her too long to learn how to use it 
because it has a computer on it. 
 Everyone seemed to be out pretty late that 
evening. I would also like to say a special thanks to 
Gerry Kocken who made an awesome turkey dinner 
for our group. It felt like thanksgiving.  
9-16-01:  Well on Sunday we all got up early 
and started to pack up to go home which kind of 
stunk because then the next day most of us had to go 
back to work. Over all the weekend was a blast I 
thought. One thing is the weekend went too fast.  

NPMAS club members relax and enjoy a group meal at Astrofest 
 



 

FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
 
A LITTLE ASTRONOMER IS BORN 
By Poppie (Steve Wicker) 
 I have been interested in astronomy since I 
was around 10 years old. I really don't know what 
drew me to the stars, other than having a teacher at 
school help support my interest. This teacher was the 
first one to show me the craters on the moon through 
a telescope - I will never forget that. Next thing you 
know I got a 60mm telescope from my parents for 
Christmas.  
 One of the things I like most about 
astronomy is being able to share it with others. It still 
always amazes me how many people, both kids and 
adults, have not even seen the moon through a 
telescope. For me to have the privilege to show 
someone views through my telescope is always a 
thrill.  
 One evening around my granddaughter’s 2nd 
birthday, I thought I would share a naked eye view of 
a star with her. They were getting ready to leave so I 
took her outside and found Vega, straight up. 
 Now I wasn't quite sure how a two-year old 
was going to react. I thought she was likely going to 
look at it as if I was showing her my favorite power 
tool—look at me funny and scurry away. So I picked 
her up and pointed up at Vega. Her mouth dropped 
wide open (I caught her binky) and her eyes got as 
big as saucers! For a while she just lay in my arms 
and looked, then she pointed her little finger at Vega 
and kept saying star....star.…  
 She just loved it. She didn't want me to put 
her down. Thanks to Poppie (that's what she calls 
me,) I think she is hooked on the stars. Now I can’t 
wait when she is a little older to take her to a star 
party. I can hear her now, looking through my 
telescope—instead of saying star....star..... Taylor 
will be saying Poppie look!!! Its NGC 4564....NGC 
4565!!  
 
Astro-Chef  
Recipes for the discriminating observer's palate. A 
new column featuring star party favorites. 
by Julie E. Holzer  
 Within nearly every astronomy club's 
membership there are cooks, bakers and 
gastronomical mavericks whose culinary skills go 
largely unnoticed, except when the star party buffet 
beckons. This column, with cooperation from these 

generous and adventurous individuals, will share new 
additions to keep everyone's buffet interesting and 
memorable.  
 This September, allow me to present the 
ever-so-popular dessert dish by Steven L. Mofle:  
 

Dirt Road  
 1 bag Oreo cookies (regular size)  
 1 large box instant chocolate pudding  
 1 stick butter, melted  
 16 oz. Cool Whip topping  
 16 oz. cream cheese, softened  
 Crust: Crush Oreo cookies into large crumbs. 
Remove enough to sprinkle on top. Mix rest with 
melted butter and pat crumb mixture into the bottom 
of a 13" by 9" pan. Freeze crust. 
 Filling: Blend cream cheese and 1/2 of Cool 
Whip together and spread evenly over cookie crust. 
Freeze. Prepare pudding as directed. Pour pudding 
over cream cheese/Cool Whip layer. Freeze about 1 
hour. Spread rest of Cool Whip over pudding layer 
and sprinkle with rest of Oreo crumbs. Chill  
 To Serve: Cut into squares. Use a thin spatula 
to remove pieces from pan. 
 

YOU KNOW YOU'RE REALLY INTO 
THE DEEP SKY STUFF WHEN... 

1.... you consider the moon a major annoyance.  
2.... you consider Jupiter 'light pollution'.  
3.... you spend most of your time looking at or for 
objects you can barely see.  
4.... your favorite objects are objects you can barely 
see.  
5.... you remove the LED on your drive control panel, 
because THAT ruins your dark adaptation!  
6.... you actually know how to USE setting circles.  
7....you consider the Milky Way 'light pollution'.  
8....you actually use 'Uranometria', and can quote 
page numbers.  
9....you frequently disagree with Burnham’s, and 
have seriously considered publishing your own 
"observer's guide".  
10....you see absolutely no value in using a Telrad.  
11....your principal finder scope is larger than 80mm.  
12....you consider 15 minutes to be a 'quick' 
exposure.  
13....you can make ten trips lugging equipment back 
and forth across a cow pasture without stepping on a 
single cow pie, using only the illumination of that 
garishly bright Milky Way to guide you.  
14....you wear sunscreen and sun glasses during full 
moon periods.  
15....you're caught by the police climbing light poles 
at night trying to "unscrew" the bulbs.  



16....you keep thinking that if only the stars would go 
away, it might really get dark.  
17....you wonder how your favorite objects missed 
getting included, in the New General Catalog or the 
Index Catalog.  
18....you're not sure that anything in this solar system  
counts as astronomy any more.  
19....you're amazed that anyone needs artificial light 
to read charts.  
20....you could do a Messier Marathon from memory, 
if you still bothered with Messier objects.  
21....you can read all the NGC abbreviated visual 
descriptions without using the key, but you have to 
be careful not to cheat by just remembering what 
things look like.  
22....your choice of a new vehicle is determined by 
the size of your scope.  
23....you complain about severe light pollution when 
the limiting magnitude is "only" 6.5.  
24....you paint the LED's on your equipment with red 
fingernail polish so that they are dimmer.  
25....you bring a gallon of coffee, or a 12 pack of 
Coca-Cola, to the viewing session. If the caffeine 
doesn't keep you awake the urge to "go" does.  
26....you complain you can't really see the faint stuff 
because the Gegenschein is too bright.  
27....you begin to realize that even the deepest red 
flashlight is affecting your vision.  
28....you plan to get your glasses fully multi-coated 
or get new ones made of ED glass. 
29....you ask your eye doctor if it is possible to get 
your contact lenses fully multi-coated.  
30....you use an infrared flashlight. 

Submitted by David Klund 
 

 
 

THOUGHTS ON BEING AN ASTRONOMY 
CLUB 
By Fr. Jim Fahey 

Reprinted with permission from The Sirius 
Observer, newsletter of the Michiana Astronomical 
Society, South Bend, IN. 

 
There is a conflict of sorts between the 

notions of astronomy and club. The study and 
practice of astronomy are experiential, personal and 
intellectual, while the idea of a club involves public 
dealings with at least a number of other persons. 
Exploring these differences is valuable for members 
of astronomy groups. 

To begin with, no club is needed for the 
study or practice of astronomy. Nor, on the other 
hand, is the study or practice of astronomy required 
as a condition for membership in an astronomy club. 
Reconciling these two ideas requires exploring what 
constitutes a club. 

A club is a form of voluntary association of 
people lasting some period of time, usually open-
ended. Since it is neither a forced grouping – such as 
work team, nor a simply inescapable one – such as 
one’s family, a freely chosen association is essential 
to a club. This is where it gets interesting and 
testable. We will, if we can help it, only associate 
with those whom we find agreeable, pleasant to be 
with. Agreement is the key here. That the association 
is pleasant is an emotional reaction to the fact of 
agreement. (Similarly, there is an emotional reaction 
that someone who is disagreeable is unpleasant.) The 
real question is what agreement entails. It is not a 
matter of personality traits, not a matter of esteem or 
respect, not derived from gender or age, certainly not 
a question of some lesser degree of love or care. 

Agreement (and this is testable) is between 

COMET WATCH   by David Klund 

C/2001 Q2 This comet hasn’t faded as quickly as everyone expected.  Still 
around 11.4 mag and will fade to 13.0 by the end of the month.  Look for it 
around the head of Hydra around the first of the month as it slowly travels 
down its back. 
C/2001 A2 (LINEAR) this comet has been verified at around 11.0 mag. 
this month, which means it may be your last chance to view this comet 
telescopically.  Look for it in the constellation Aquila around the first of the 
month as it travels into the constellation Delphinus by the end of the month. 

19P/BORRELLY Should be around 9.0 mag around the first of the month look for it north of the 
Proesepe (M44) cluster in Cancer as it travels into Leo fading to 9.3 mag. 
There are other comets out there, but none brighter than 13th magnitude.  Assuming that the majority of 
the scopes are in the 8” range, I will leave these comets out, unless someone requests them. 
 

 



ideas in the mind. If someone agrees with you on 
certain ideas, if you think alike, you will like the 
person, find them agreeable and pleasant to be with. 
It is in the likeness of ideas that agreement is found. 
There is no credit for liking a person, for this likeness 
is a matter of fact, not choice. This is why one can 
know that two people who have never met will like 
each other, because they agree on at least some ideas. 
Whether one respects, esteems, or loves the other is a 
matter of choice, and cannot be predicted. From 
mutual respect – not likeness – comes friendship. 

The opposite is also true. Differences over 
ideas – disagreement, leads to dislike and an 
unpleasant reaction. (It must be emphasized that this 
too is a matter of fact, not one of guilt or fault.) 
Again, this is testable, predictable. Note that there 
does not have to be an across-the-board agreement on 
every topic or idea, but agreement on some area of 
common importance. 

So, we astronomy types, generally loners, are 
pleased to find others like ourselves, other who agree 
with us on the study and exploration of the physical 
universe outside of the Earth—and want to associate. 
Therefore, we go to star parties, we form clubs, to be 
with those we find agreeable. Star parties and the like 
are quite temporary, however, and for a more 
enduring association we form and join local clubs, 
AAVSO, the Astronomical League, the International 
Occultation Timing Association, the International 
Dark-Sky Association, and so on. 

My primary concern here is with the local 
level. The voluntary association which is the local 
astronomy club is a group of people with nothing 
more in common than ideas about observing stars and 
other sky phenomena. One may or may not have 
advanced or exotic equipment, may or may not have 
done formal study, may or may not be intellectually 
gifted. Areas of interest may be meteors, asteroids, 
deep space, the moon, the planets, telescope making, 
or whatever. It doesn’t matter. The local club is not a 
professional association, requiring a degree of formal 
training and practice, nor is it a group of students, 
such as might be found in a college. It doesn’t matter 
whether we do or want to learn (although that is 
almost a guaranteed benefit) – this is not a test. It is 
the shared interest, the shared idea about observing 
and studying “the stars” which forms the basis of the 
group. The same basis, of course, is found in star 
parties, conventions, and the various associations 
noted above. The local club is different in that the 
association is an ongoing relationship among the 
members, rather than a simple series of events. This 
is what must shape our understanding of the local 
club. 

 Purpose - That being said, there are several 
human characteristics of voluntary associations 
which need to be addressed if the group is to last. 
First of all, while a local club does not have to do 
anything, activities and events are almost inevitable if 
for no other reason than the pleasure of agreeable 
company doing an enjoyable hobby. Actually, the 
first purpose of our own Neville Public Museum 
Astronomical Society is to promote public education 
and interest in astronomy, so we have something “to 
do”. Purpose, then, is the first note to be found in a 
local club. With no purpose, nothing to do, most 
people will soon find other matters of interest. 
 

Value - Related to purpose is value. If what 
we do has little or no value, we simply won’t do it. 
This is not value in the sense of reward or 
recompense, but value in the sense that we choose to 
make the group a (relatively) important part of our 
life. That means a third trait is important – 
commitment to the group. Most of the time, this is 
expressed in terms of dues, the willingness to put 
money where the will is. 

 
Commitment - But that is not all – for 

commitment also extends to ongoing participation in 
the activities of the club. This means showing up for 
meetings, star parties, Astronomy Day, Parmentier 
Observing Weekends, and actively participating in 
these events. Such participation is a reflection of the 
value of the group to the member, and a 
demonstration to others that one can be counted 
upon. 

 
Order - A fourth element of a voluntary 

association is order. Order here has two sides or 
phases. The first is the reasonable expectation that the 
affairs of the club are in proportion to the interests of 
the members. Discussing how to cook a turkey is not 
proper matter for the astronomy agenda, thought 
some might find it of interest. There is also an 
element of order in the handling of the affairs – the 
agenda – of the club, especially in the meetings or the 
members. This is the kind of order in Robert’s Rules 
of Order, land the purpose of such order is to deal 
easily, openly, fairly, and gracefully with matters of 
importance to the group (which also defeats attempts 
at dictatorship). It is the kind of order needed in 
handling the finances of the club, it’s records and 
resources, the upkeep and use of observatory and 
telescopes (if any), the publications it disseminates, 
the public responsibility it undertakes. In many ways 
such order becomes a kind of ritual, an habitual and 
settled standard of behavior and activity, but it is a 



ritual we need, simply to know what comes next. 
When we know what’s coming, we are not in a 
constant state of suspense in the face of chaos. We 
know what to do, since we’ve been in the situation 
before. Of course, it must be understood that the 
responsibility for these several characteristics being 
present rests on all members of the group. 
 When these elements – purpose, value, 
commitment, and order – are missing from a 
voluntary association, one can confidently predict its 
early demise. A purposeless, valueless, anonymous 
chaos would be a good description of a chat room, 
where there is no settled order and little or no 
commitment to others. But we are human, and 
voluntary associations are still the pleasant way to be 
with agreeable people. That is what a local astronomy 
club ought to be, surely. 


