
WHAT’S UP 
IN MAY 

 
 
 
 
 
MAY 3-5 NCRAL CONVENTION 
 The 56th Annual North Central Region of the 
Astronomical League (NCRAL) Convention will be 
held at the Earle Brown Continuing Education Center 
located on the St. Paul Campus of the University of 
Minnesota. Registration is $50.00 a person.  
 Several NPMAS members will be going. If 
you are interested in learning more about it or signing 
up, check out: 
 http://www.astrorat.com/~mas_ncral/index.htm 
 
MAY 8 CLUB MEETING 
 This month’s talk is “Collecting 
Astronomical Antiquity” given by club member 
Dave Klund.  He will talk about the progression of 
public astronomy, while presenting a few collectible 
antiques (Stereoviews, cigarette and tea cards, books, 
maps and a few other fascinating items). 
 Remember that club owned astronomy books 
and videos are also available FREE OF CHARGE at 
the club meetings. Happy Joes to follow! 
 
MAY 31-JUNE 1 LUNAR OBSERVING 
By Don DeWitt 
 The NPMAS will be holding a group 
observing program for anyone that wants to try to get 
the Astronomical League Lunar Observing Program 
award. We thought that the idea of a whole group of 
people working on it at the same time and potentially 

finishing it and turning it in all together would be 
kind of neat and something you don't see a lot of 
clubs doing.  
 We will be holding the lunar observing 
weekends at the Neville Public Museum Parking lot 
on the following dates and times:  
 

May 31-June 01(L.Q. 70-60%)  
 June 14-15 (F.Q. 17-26%)  
 June 21-22 (F.M. 89-95%)  
 June 28-29 (L.Q. 84-76%)  
 
 The June 14-15 and 21-22 weekends we will 
begin observing at 7:00 PM. We have a couple of 
options for the May 31-June 1 and June 28-29 
weekends as far as the times and we will be 
discussing it at the May meeting. An announcement 
will be sent out via email of the start times for those 
dates. If you do not have email please call Don 
DeWitt so I can let you know when we will be 
meeting.  
 Copies of the observing program will be 
available when you arrive or you can find the forms 
at the following web site:  
 
http://www.astroleague.org/al/obsclubs/lunar/lun
ar2.html 
 
 This program involves using your eyes, 
binoculars and a telescope but don't worry if you 
don't own a telescope-there will be plenty of them 
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE - May 
03 - Mercury greatest elongation E 
04 - Last Quarter 
04 - n-Aquarid Meteors peak (11:00 PM) 
10 - Venus 0.3 degrees N of Mars 
12 - New moon 
19 - First Quarter Moon 
24 - Double shadow transit on Jupiter (3:20 PM) 
26 - Full moon, Penumbral Eclipse 
31 - Double shadow transit on Jupiter (6:05 PM)



 

If you have questions or need help, here’s who to call: 
 
ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY:   SM 
AUTOSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   WK 
BINOCULARS:   KD, WK 
CCD IMAGING:   TK 
CONSTELLATONS:   SM, WK 
DEEPSKY OBJECTS:   SM, TK 
DIGITAL SETTING CIRCLES:   DD 
DDBSONIAN TELESCOPES:   DD, SM 
DOUBLE STARS:   KD 
LX200 COMPUTER SYSTEMS: TK 
SCHMIDT-CASSEGRAIN TELESCOPES: TK, WK 
REFRACTOR TELESCOPES:   SM 
NEWTONIAN TELESCOPES:   SM 
NEXSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   TJ 
PLANET OBSERVING:   KD, SM, TJ 
SOLAR OBSERVING:   KD, TJ 
STAR HOPPING:   SM, WK 
 

LEGEND 
 
DD - Don DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / ddewitt@venomtech.com 
KD - Kat. DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / kdewitt@venomtech.com 
SM - Steve Mofle / 920-866-3523 / moflephoto@gbonline.com 
TJ - Tom Jorganson / 920-722-2829 / tjorgenson@new.rr.com 
TK= Tony Kroes / 920-822-4959 / akroes@venomtech.com 
WK - Wayne Kuhn / 920-468-0765 / waylin98@gbonline.com 

 

PARMENTIER OBSERVATORY 
 

 Observatory Phone:  920-845-5626 
 Ron’s Home Phone:  920-336-5878 
 Ron’s Mobile Phone:    920-609-3858 
 

CRIVITZ OBSERVING SITE 
 

Dave &  Carol Jorgenson 
N8764 Caldron Falls Rd.,  Crivitz, WI 54114 

Phone: 715-757-3296   Email: djcycles@cybrzn.com

CLUB TELESCOPES 
 

All club members are eligible to use the club telescopes. To make 
arrangements, contact: 
 
10” DOBSONIAN - Ray Nancoz, 3446 Big Creek Road, Sturgeon 
Bay, WI 54235   Phone: 920-746-0428 
Email: rayn@itol.com 
 
8” TRIPLE AXIS - Ron Parmentier, 161 Rosemont Dr., Green Bay, WI 
54301   Phone: 920-336-5878 

The Monthly Publication of the 
Neville Public Museum Astronomical 

Society 
 

The Eyepiece is mailed directly to each member who 
requests it as a benefit of membership. Please submit 
comments, articles, and other material to: 
 

Editor 
Wayne Kuhn  - (920) 468-0765 

2142 Spring Creek Circle, Green Bay, WI 54311 
Email – waylin98@gbonline.com 

 
Written and graphic material from this publication may be 
reprinted only for non-profit use, provided credit is given to 
the writer(s). and The Eyepiece. Any other use of material is 
subject to the express permission of the author or the editor. 
 

NPMAS WEB PAGE:   www.npmas.com 
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CLUB PATCHES, VIDEOS & BOOKS 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo are available for $4.00 
each. They are four inches long on all sides. Also there is a small 
selection of video tapes and books available to load to club members at 
no cost. Please contact Dick Francini at: 
Phone: 920-338-8504     email: dfrancini@pollycello.com 



there for you to "borrow" for your required 
observations.  
 So if the Moon has always held some sort of 
fascination for you, or if you have always wished it 
would go away so you can do your deep sky 
observing, come on out and discover all that our 
natural satellite has to offer.  
 

ON THE 
HORIZON 

 
POW WEEKEND JUNE 7-8 
 The second Parmentier Weekend is coming 
up in early June. This coincides with Wisconsin 
Observers Weekend (WOW) in Waupaca, normally a 

 mainstay in the list of club “must go” star parties. 
Unfortunately WOW is already filled up, making this 
POW a potentially well-attended event. 
 As usual, setting up your equipment while 
there is still some light to see by is recommended. 
But club members can come and go as they wish 
throughout the night. Remember to drive up with 
only parking lights on and don’t forget to bring your 
red flashlight. 
 Concerning WOW, I received this email: 
“Let me start by offering an apology. This year’s 
attendance restrictions were beyond our control.” 
 “This year we have 3 campsites out of 5. 
They are sites 1, 3 & 5. The large field (site 3) we 
will be sharing with some other group. I am currently 
working on getting in touch with that group in order 
to change that. 

 

PLANET WATCH   by Dave Klund 

Mercury reaches greatest elongation on the 3rd. Watch this month for one 
of the finest conjunctions in more than 20 years.  Mercury will be visible for 
approximately 10-14 days, to about mid-May.  Mercury will be around 0.0 
magnitude and fade fast as it dips behind the Sun. Mercury then reaches 
inferior conjunction on the 27th. 
Venus can be seen glowing around –3.9 magnitude as it dances around the 
sky with Mars and Saturn from the 3rd to 10th.  Venus, on the 10th, pairs up 
with Mars for spectacular same telescopic field of view (around 90X max.).   
Earth will have a 33º angular view of all naked eye planets on the 13th. 
Watch for the Eta Aquarids on the 3rd of this month. 

Earth’s Moon: Last Quarter Moon is at 2:16 AM CDT on the 4th.  Moon reaches apogee (251,955 miles 
from the Earth) on the 7th at 2:14 PM CDT.  New Moon is at 5:45 AM CDT on the 12th.  First Quarter 
Moon is on the 19th at 2:42 PM CDT.  Moon reaches perigee (226,790 miles from Earth), on the 23rd at 
10:32 AM CDT.  Full Moon is on the 26th at 10:00 PM CDT.  There will also be a penumbral lunar 
eclipse on the morning 26th, which means only a slight darkening of the moon. 
Mars teams up with Saturn and Venus during the first two weeks of May.  Watch for them on the 6th 
when they will be less the 3º apart. 
Jupiter will be the highest of the visible and second brightest of the group.  It should still offer some great 
telescopic views.  Jupiter shines brilliantly at –2.0 magnitude and will dim to –1.9 towards the end of the 
month.  Also, check out the shadow transits and occultations of Jupiter’s moons through out this month.    
Saturn can be seen most of the month before it fades into the Suns’ glare.  If your heading to England on 
the 14th check out the occultation of Saturn.   
Uranus will rise after midnight, at least an hour after Neptune and will be in the constellation Aquarius. 
Uranus shines at 5.8 as it heads for opposition during August. 
Neptune will rise around midnight in the constellation Capricornus.  Neptune shines at 7.9 as it heads for 
opposition during the first part of August. 
Pluto lies in southern Ophiuchus and radiates at a dim 13.8 magnitude.  You need at least an 8” scope to 
track this guy down. 
 



For the last three years in a row the park service has 
changed the rules for reserving the group sites.” 
 “This year's new rules only allow one person 
to reserve one site no matter how many credit cards 
you use or whatever tricks you might try, no 
exceptions. And you can only reserve the sites 
through a website that isn't the quickest. We found 
this out when the person in charge of reserving the 
sites went online to do so. Even though we began 
reserving them the first moment they were available, 
it took an hour or so to get some members notified so 
that they could reserve the other sites. Within that 
hour all the sites had been reserved, with us landing 
three of them.” 
 “As far as next year we are looking hard for 
an alternative camp site. After looking at a couple of 
Boy Scout camps in that area, none offer the camping 
and unobstructed observing space needed. If you or 
anyone in your club has any ideas or leads on 
alternative locations, please forward it to me ASAP. 
Please put the word out that a site is needed we will 
consider everything. Thanks so much for your 
interest in WOW.” 
Clear Skies 
Ty Westbrook - WOW 2002 coordinator 
 

A LOOK BACK 
AT APRIL 

 
MONTHLY MEETING APRIL 10 
 An excellent crowd of 41 people showed up 
for the April club meeting. Club business was done in 
the first hour and featured the awarding of Sunspotter 
Observing Certificate #48 to club member Tony 
Kroes. Congratulations Tony! 
 Also Messier Marathon certificates were 
presented to the following participants: 
 

Daniel Beck  88 objects 
John W. Beck  92 objects 
Ray Nancos  95 objects 
Wayne Kuhn  84 objects 

Amy Hannon-Drew  10 objects 
Lynn Ward  10 objects 

Dick Francini  94 objects 
 
Congratulations to all! 
 In the second hour club member Duane 
Clausen presented his talk entitled “Aurora 
Spectacular”. Duane treated us to a slide show of his 
wonderful aurora photos he has taken near his home 

in Menomoniee, Michigan. Duane has a knack for 
humor and making a presentation both informative 
and entertaining. If you get a chance, visit his web 
site at www.northernexposures.net. 
Good job Duane!  
 Our regular stop at Happy Joes for food and 
drink followed the meeting. 
 
POW WEEKEND  APRIL 12 - 13 
By Wayne Kuhn 
 We had a good turnout at the first Parmentier 
Observing Weekend of the year. The sky was mostly 
clear even though fog kept trying to creep in. It was 
club member Chad Rabitoy’s first visit to 
Parmentier Observatory. We gave him a good tour of 
the night sky through several of the telescopes on 
hand.  
 Around midnight we retired to the 
observatory for a break and some popcorn. Ron was 
not present but Chad got to see what the observatory 
was all about. 
 
FAMILY SPACE NIGHT APRIL 18 
By Lynn Ward 
 Despite the threat of severe weather, NPMAS 
had a good representative group at the annual Family 
Space Night at McAuliffe Elementary School on 
April 14. Gerry Kocken, Wayne Kuhn, Gary Baier 
and Lynn Ward were on hand so that students and 
parents could view indoor targets that included 
Saturn and Ikeya-Zhang. It also proved to be a great 
opportunity to remind visitors that Astronomy Day 
activities were only two days away. 
 The program ran from 5:30 p.m. until 8 p.m., 
so it wasn't dark enough to set up the telescopes 
outside 
for most of the evening. However the high winds and 
low clouds disappeared long enough near the end of 
the 
program so that Wayne could provide live peeks at 
the 
moon and Jupiter. 
 The principal reported that attendance at 
Family Space Night was down this year because of 
the severe weather threats, but there was still a steady 
stream of 
viewers lined up to look through Wayne's and Gerry's 
telescopes. Other attractions at Family Space Night 
included the Pathfinder Space Shuttle Bus, a Dr. 
Gizmo 
science show, a storyteller, a Humvee with two 
soldiers, and an opportunity to look though night 
vision goggles. 
 



EDITOR’S NOTE: I received the following letter on 
April 25th: 
 “Thank you for once again arranging to have 
telescopes here at McAuliffe for our annual space 
night. Despite the bad weather, there were lots of 
families and they certainly enjoyed viewing through 
the scopes-even indoors! Please convey my thanks to 
the members of the Astronomy Club who helped out 
as well.” 
M. Reinert - Principal 
 
ASTRONOMY DAY APRIL 20 
Moon Jumping 
by Dick Francini 
 We had a good turnout at the Neville Public 
Museum for Astronomy Day this year (maybe in the 
400 range), but far fewer then two years ago when 
the turnout was almost unmanageable. We were able 
to spend more time talking to the individual people 
this year, which I hope made it a better experience for 
them. I was out in the hall presiding over the Moon 
Jump (my third year of doing this activity), so I was a 
bit isolated from the other areas and thus won't 
attempt to review any of these activities.  
 I must be getting better or at least more 
experienced at this as I brought "equipment" this year 
to help reduce the back strain that went along with 
this event the last two times. After bending over to 
put down a marker to point out how far they can 
jump on Earth, picking it up and replacing it where 
they would have landed on the Moon, and picking it 
up again, and then multiplying this by a few hundred 
jumpers, this becomes a bit hard on the back. This 
year I brought a broom handle to mark the Earth 
jump and then to push an exercise weight to the place 
they would have landed on the Moon. There is 
nothing like having the right "tools for the job".  

 As always the kids enjoyed this activity, 
which is both educational and fun. And it also uses 
up some of that excess energy they all seem to 
possess. I was surprised how many knew the answer 
(or were close to the answer) to the question, "Do you 
know why you can jump so far on the Moon". The 
answers ranged from "I am lighter on the Moon", to 
"it has something to do with gravity", to "there is no 
gravity on the Moon".  Well at least the last 
respondents had the gravity part correct. This 
response gave me the opportunity to point out that if 
there was no gravity they would still be going! Once 
placed in the spot they would have landed on the 
Moon, and they looked back to see how far it was, 
they pretty much had a "universal response" of 
WOW! They all left with the information that they 
could jump six times farther on the Moon. Re-
jumpers (and of course there were many) were 
required to remember the six times further factor, 
prior to getting a second (or third or four, etc.) jump. 
The record jump was 69" for boys and 68" for girls 
(or 34' 6" for boys and 34' 5" for girls on the Moon). 
A good time was had by all.  
 
Kid’s Room Activities 
By Amy Hannon-Drew & Lynn Ward 
 The Children's Activity room had a nice, 
steady flow of families streaming through it all day. 
The kids had many activities to choose from, 
including old standbys such as crater making, solar 
system bingo (complete with prizes), and several 
coloring and pasting projects.  
 New to the Children's Activity room was 
Amy Hannon-Drew's comet making area, which 
was a big hit! As the kids made their comets, Amy 
used the opportunity to explain what the different 
parts of acomet are. If visitors asked about Ikeya-
Zhang, Amy pointed to its current location near 

COMET WATCH  by David Klund 
 

Just a note that Yuji Hyakutake has died of a heart attack...he was 51. 
Astronomers everywhere will remember him for the remarkable comet he 
discovered in 1996.   
C/2002 C1 (IKEYA-ZHANG), visible most of the night, is still visible to 
the naked eye.  You still need binoculars to resolve the tail.  This comet is 
presently shinning around 4.0 magnitude. 

C/2001 Q4 (NEAT) may become a binocular object (or brighter) in 2004.  Currently about 10 AU and 
faintly visible at 17.0 magnitude, this comet does have some potential. 
There are other comets out there, but none brighter than 13th magnitude.  Assuming that the majority of the scopes 
are in the 8” range, I will leave these comets out, unless someone requests them. 



Cassiopeia on a rotating star map she'd created, and 
then taught them about circumpolar constellations.  
 Other volunteers in the Children's Activity 
room included: Debbie Roemer with the Craft table; 
Janice Francini and Fran Monfils with crater 
making; and Melissa Monfils and Kevin 
Kirschbaum with solar system bingo. Lynn Ward 
made sure that no one left without a star stamped on 
his or her cheek or hand. 
 A lot of work went into the décor as well. 
Astronomy-related posters were hung, including a 
timeline of the space program. Shooting stars, 
balloons, crepe paper, and of course, an inflatable 
solar system, finished up the decorations.  
 We want to thank the many people not 
mentioned in this article that pitched in to help make 
the Children's Activity room a success. Everyone had 
a great time! 
 
Solar Observing 
By Wayne Kuhn 
 The weather was not the nicest outside (cold 
& windy) but we did have the main ingredient for 
solar observing: SUNSHINE. I set up my 10” SCT 
with solar filter right outside the museum’s main 
entrance. Due to the close proximity of the building 
or the fountain statue my compass never seems to 
point anywhere near true north there. All day long I 
struggled to find true north so I wouldn’t need to 
make so many frequent adjustments to keep the sun 
centered in my eyepiece. 
 Ron Parmentier joined me outside with a 
new addition to his immense collection of 
astronomical equipment - a Sunspotter. This handy 
device uses mirrors and an eyepiece to project a 5” 
image of the sun onto a white piece of paper. It 
clearly showed the sunspots on the sun’s surface and 
was a real hit with the public. People were impressed 
with the clever design. It also proved to be a great 
alternative for those young kids who just couldn’t 
find the sun in my telescope’s eyepiece. 
 Also joining us outside was Al Collins. He 
set up his refractor with a hydrogen-alpha filter 
which gave a great view of several prominences. 
Between the three of us the public had a smorgasbord 
of solar viewing. 
 
Public Observing at the Wildlife Sanctuary 
By Dick Francini 
 At about 6:30 PM we reconvened at the 
Wildlife Sanitary for public observing. The sky was 
clear for once, and a first quarter Moon was up. I'm 
guessing we had about 11 or 12 scopes of various 
sizes and types set up by the starting time of 7:30 

PM. I had hoped to get around and see all the scopes 
that were there and take a look through them, but 
once the crowd arrived we were busy every minute 
until closing time.  
 I was expecting a lighter turnout this year, 
but it seemed that almost everyone who was at the 
museum must have come to the public observing. We 
must have had at least 300 people! Every time you 
would look up there were 5 to 10 people lined up at 
your scope! There was a wonderful variety of objects 
to show off that night. I looked at Saturn, Jupiter, the 
Moon, the comet Ikeya-Zhang, some double stars 
including Mizar, Castor, and Algieba in Leo, and M-
3. I tried both Venus and Mercury, but both were 
almost full discs (maybe 80 to 90%), not a small 
enough crescent to be very interesting to the public. 
Saturn got the usual ooo’s and ahhh’s, and comments 
like "it almost looks fake" and "are you sure you 
don't have a picture inside that tube". There is 
nothing quite like seeing Saturn for the first time.  
 I don't know what other scopes were pointed 
at as we never got the opportunity to mingle, but I do 
understand that Tony Kroes had his monitor setup 
and got a nice occultation of two stars going behind 
the dark half of the Moon. People seemed especially 
interested that they could see five planets "naked eye" 
and how unusual that is. They asked over and over 
again, for you to point out the five planets, I guess so 
they could go home and amaze their friends and 
family.  
 Clouds started rolling in as we concluded, 
but Mother Nature cooperated for most of the allotted 
time. I can't tell you how many times we were 
thanked for putting on both the daily activities at the 
museum and the public observing. Sharing our hobby 

I would like to personally extend a thanks of 
all the NPMAS members who took the time 
and put in all the effort to help out on 
Astronomy Day. The event was very 
successful. We had roughly 400 people 
attend the event at the museum. Also we had 
about 300 people attend the night viewing 
session at the wildlife sanctuary. This is part 
of what the club is all about, not only 
enjoying ourselves viewing the heavens, but 
also educating the public and possibly 
growing the club membership at the same 
time. Everyone deserves kudos for a job well 
done. 
Astronomy Day 2002 Chairman 
Gerry Kocken 



with the public can be a very rewarding and 
enjoyable activity. As treasurer, I can't help but 
wonder how many new members we may have 
attracted on Saturday. After the public observing 
many of us stopped to unwind at Frank and Pat's for 
pizza. 
 Thanks to each of you who took the time out 
of your busy schedule to make Astronomy Day a 
success. With special thanks to Gerry Kocken, the 
Astronomy Day chairman. If any of you have 
expenses you need to be reimbursed for, please give 
me your receipts (with your name on it) at the next 
meeting. Dick Francini. 
 
Thank you to the participants 

at Astronomy Day! 
 

Dan Ankeney  Gary Baier 
 Tom Cashman Al Collins 
 Dick Francini  Janice Francini
 Amy Hannon-Drew Sarah Drew 
 Kevin Kirschbaum  Gerry Kocken
 Ted Kordes  Kathy Kordes 
 Tony Kroes  Wayne Kuhn 
 George McCourt Mike Monfils 
 Fran Monfils  Mellisa Monfils
 Ray Nancoz  Ron Parmentier 
 Debbie Roemer Dan Sheber 
 William Walton Lynn Ward 
 
It was a great success because of 

your help! 

 

 

 
 

 


