
 
MARCH 12 BEGINNER CLASS 
 For those participating in the Universe Sa
Beginner Observer Class, we meet next on Wednesday M
12th at the Neville Museum from 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm.   
 
MARCH 12 MONTHLY MEETING 
 Our March meeting topic is "Women in Astrono
History". Club member Amy Drew has been doing 
research into the topic and hopes to educate us a bit o
contributions of women to this unique science and hobby
 The meeting will begin at 7:00 pm at the N
Public Museum. We hope to see you  there. 
  
MARCH 15 YERKES FIELD TRIP 
By Katrina DeWitt  
  
On Saturday, 
March 15th, 49 
members of DPAS, 
NPMAS and NEWSTAR will be converging on Y
Observatory to take a tour of the facility and se
magnificent 40" refractor up close and personal. Due to 
size limitations, only those that have paid for the b
prepaid the non-bus fee for this tour are allowed. 
reminder, please dress accordingly as the dome and gr
a ated and can get quite re unhe cold!  

Here's the itinerary:  

:00 AM The bus will leave Green Bay at 8:00 am sharp

WHAT’S UP 
IN MARCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
7:45 AM: Meet at Bay Park Square parking lot  
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A GLANCE OUTSIDE - March
02 - New moon  
11 - First Quarter Moon 
18 - Full moon 
20 - Equinox (8:00 PM) 
24 - Last Quarter Moon 
eet the NEWSTAR contingent at the Media Play 

bservatory 
our own) 

e 

ins!!! 

:30 PM: Return trip begins 

STAR 
embers being picked up at Media Play at 8:30 AM. 

 that you 
lease patrol your trash and keep things cleaned up. 

ppleton around 6:45 PM 
nd in Green Bay around 7:30 PM. 

-8534. I 
look forward to seeing you all on the bus March 15th. 

8:30 AM: M
parking lot 
8:45 AM: The bus will leave for Yerkes O
11:00AM: Stop for lunch (on y
12:15 PM: The bus will leav
1:15 PM: Arrive at Yerkes 
1:30 PM: Yerkes tour beg
3:15 PM: Board the bus 
3
 
 The Door County/Green Bay contingent will meet at 
the Bay Park Square parking lot, by Associated Bank in front 
of Shopko. We ask that you be on the bus no later than 7:45 
AM. We will leave promptly at 8:00, whether everyone is on 
the bus or not. The same holds true for those NEW
m
 
 We will make a stop for lunch along the way. 
However, you may bring a small cooler with drinks/snacks on 
the bus with you. Please keep in mind, the bus is filled to 
capacity and any items brought aboard will have to be stashed 
by your feet or under the seat in front of you. We ask
p
 
 The tour of Yerkes will be about an hour in length. 
After that time, you may peruse the gift shop or walk around 
the observatory to take pictures. Once again, we ask everyone 
to be aboard the bus at 3:15 for the return trip home. Please 
note, due to the lateness of time, we will not be stopping for 
dinner on the way home (However, a brief stop at a 
convenience store for soda and snacks may not be ruled out). 
Members can expect to arrive in A
a
 
 If you have any questions about the schedule, please 
send me an email at kdewitt@netnet.net or call 405



 

 

The Monthly Publication of the 
Neville Public Museum Astronomical 

Society 
 

The Eyepiece is mailed directly to each member who 
requests it as a benefit of membership. Please submit 
comments, articles, and other material to: 
 

Editor 
Wayne Kuhn  - (920) 468-0765 

2235 Red Lodge Court, Green Bay, WI 54311 
Email – waylin98@gbonline.com 

 
Written and graphic material from this publication may be 
reprinted only for non-profit use, provided credit is given to 
the writer(s). and The Eyepiece. Any other use of material is 
subject to the express permission of the author or the editor. 
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Gerry Kocken 

1357 Sand Acres Drive 
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BOARD MEMBER 
Thomas J. Cashman 
1418 Chicago Street 

Green Bay, WI 54301 
920-432-2261 

tcash99930@aol.com 

BOARD MEMBER 
Dan Ankeney 
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CLUB PATCHES, VIDEOS & BOOKS 
 

Sew-on patches with the NPMAS club logo are available for $4.00 
each. They are four inches long on all sides. Also there is a small 
selection of video tapes and books available to load to club members at 
no cost. Please contact Dick Francini at: 
Phone: 920-338-8504     email: dfrancini@pollycello.com 

CLUB TELESCOPES 
 

All club members are eligible to use the club telescopes. To make 
arrangements, contact: 
 
10” DOBSONIAN – Gary Baier, 437 Robert Lane, Green Bay, WI 
54311   Phone: 920-391-9654   Email: gbaier@netnet.net 
 
8” TRIPLE AXIS - Ray Nancoz, 3446 Big Creek Road, Sturgeon 
Bay, WI 54235   Phone: 920-746-0428 
Email: rayn@itol.com 

If you have questions or need help, here’s who to call: 
 
ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY:   TK 
AUTOSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   WK 
BINOCULARS:   KD, RN, WK 
CCD IMAGING:   TK 
CONSTELLATONS:   SM, WK 
DEEPSKY OBJECTS:   DS, SM, TK 
DIGITAL SETTING CIRCLES:   DD, GM 
DOUBLE STARS:   KD, RN 
EYEPIECES:   GM 
LX200 COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   GK, TK 
SCHMIDT-CASSEGRAIN TELESCOPES:   GK, TK, WK 
REFRACTOR TELESCOPES:   SM 
MOON:   KD 
NEWTONIAN TELESCOPES:   DD, GM, RN, SM 
NEXSTAR COMPUTER SYSTEMS:   TJ 
OBSERVATORY BUILDING:   GK, GM 
PLANET OBSERVING:   KD, SM, TJ 
SOLAR OBSERVING:   KD, TJ 
STAR HOPPING:   DS, SM, WK 
TELESCOPE BUILDING:   GM, RN 
 

LEGEND 
 
  DD = Don DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / ddewitt@netnet.net 
  DS = Dan Sheber / 920-468-0180 / dpskydan@aol.com 
  GK = Gerry Kocken / 920-336-8594 / gerrykockenwi.com 
  GM = George McCourt / 920-468-9296 / mccourtgal9@prodigy.net 
  KD = Kat. DeWitt / 920-405-8534 / kdewitt@netnet.net 
  RN = Ray Nancoz / 920-746-0428 / rayn@itol.com 
  SM = Steve Mofle / 920-866-3523 / moflephoto@gbonline.com 
  TJ = Tom Jorganson / 920-722-2829 / tjorgenson@new.rr.com 
  TK = Tony Kroes / 920-822-4959 / akroes@kotsl.com 
  WK = Wayne Kuhn / 920-468-0765 /  waylin98@gbonline.com 

PARMENTIER OBSERVATORY 
 

 Observatory Phone:  920-845-5626 
 Ron’s Home Phone:  920-336-5878 
 Ron’s Mobile Phone:    920-609-3858 
 

CRIVITZ OBSERVING SITE 
 

Dave &  Carol Jorgenson 
N8764 Caldron Falls Rd.,  Crivitz, WI 54114 

Phone: 715-757-3296   Email: djcycles@cybrzn.com
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MARCH 29 MESSIER MARATHON 
A LOOK BACK 
AT FEBRUARY 

 

By Mike Monfils 
 Our 15th annual Messier 
Marathon, will be held at Neshota 
Park on March 29th.  We hope to see 
you there. 
 This year we tried to find a 
different location for the Messier 
Marathon, but all our efforts were nil. 
So we are at Neshota Park again 

 is the only place that meets most of our 
requirements. 
because it seems that it

 The Messier Marathon is a dusk to dawn observing 
party in which it is possible to see all 109 Messier objects, 
which consist of galaxies, nebula, and star clusters. All 
members of the NPMAS, NEWSTAR, and Door Peninsula 
Astronomical Society are invited. It is a “potluck” party and 
everyone is encouraged to bring a favorite dish or desert to 
share. You do need to bring your own beverages.  The club 
will provide the plates, bowls, cups and utensils.  The only 
thing we ask is to keep the shelter clean. 
 You don’t need to own a telescope and you do not 
have to stay all night to enjoy  the Messier Marathon. In fact, 
if you are in the market for astronomical equipment, this is a 
fine time to come and see the different telescopes and 
eyepieces in action.  
 The Neshota Park shelter doors will open at 4:30 p.m. 
You can show up anytime thereafter. If you are going to 
observe in a marathon fashion, you should be there, setup and 
ready to observe by 6:15 to 6:30 p.m. A map to Neshota Park 
is on page 7. 
 The NPMAS will provide an observing form for your 
use and the rules are as follows: 
 
• A special certificate will be given to everyone who 

observes 5 or more Messier Objects 
• Gold stars will be place on the certificate for every 10 

objects observed after the initial 10 objects. 
• All objects must be located by the star hopping method to 

be eligible for the certificate. You may use other methods 
to locate objects but you will not be eligible for a 
certificate. 

• The NPMAS will provide you with a list containing a 
suggested observing sequence. You can also make your 
own list if you prefer. 

• You will be required to write down the time you observe 
each object. All observations must be made  with either a 
telescope or binoculars to be eligible for a certificate. 

 
 Please note that these rules are for the people that 
want to observe in a marathon style. 
You are not required to observe in a 
marathon style , nor are you required to 
stay all night. Remember that this is a 
PARTY, so come on out even if it is 
cloudy. Clear or cloudy, I am sure we 
will have an enjoyable time. 
 The date once again is 
Saturday, March 29th. See you there! 

WINTER PUBLIC OBSERVING   FEBRUARY 12 
by Don DeWitt  
 I would like to thank all those that came out to brave 
the elements for our first ever Winter Public Observing. 
Judging from the numbers I would call it a success. The 
museum keeps track of people entering the building and in the 
first hour they counted 192 people. The second they counted 
165. I do not know how many were repeats and I would guess 
some never made it inside so our best estimate is that we had 
between 200 and 300 people! WOW!  
 It would not have been possible without those that set 
up telescopes. Forgive me if I miss anybody but these are the 
scopes and people I remember: Gary Baier, Ray Nancoz, 
Gerry Kocken, Mike Monfils, Steve Mofle, Tom Cashman, 
Wayne Kuhn, myself and a non member Pete DeWitt (no 
relation).  
 I credit a lot of success of this event to those that took 
the time to get posters to schools. A lot of people were there 
because a poster went home with every kid at a particular 
school in their weekly packet. I also targeted just about all of 
the local TV stations community sections of their web pages.  
 I would also speculate that the object lineup may 
have been a decent draw as well. The Moon, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Orion, the Pleiades. They are all among the more well known 
objects people have heard of.  
 Our Spring Public Observing Weekend is only about 
one month away: April 4-5. I will have posters at the March 
meeting so I would encourage everyone to take some and 
target schools in their area. 
 
NPMAS DINNER PARTY  FEBRUARY 15 
By Don DeWitt  
 We had a good turnout for our Dinner party on 
February 15th. Those that attended were witness to an award 
ceremony as we honored founding member Ron Parmentier 
for all his years of service to the club.  
 We presented Ron with a Acrylic "mantle" award. 
The phrase reads "Presented to Ronald H. Parmentier, In 
grateful recognition of his exceptional commitment and 
contributions to the Neville Public Museum Astronomical 
Society, its members and amateur astronomy. Awarded this 
15th day of February 2003. By his friends in the Neville 
Public Museum Astronomical Society". We will be getting a 
better image of the 
award and posting it on 
our web site in the near 
future.  
 The next time 
you see Ron, 
congratulate him and 
remember to thank him 
for all his efforts over 
the years.  



a few friends we have met before. It was a great time and we 
made a lot of memories. This is our favorite star party because 
it’s nice to look at Orion straight up in the middle of winter 
with a tank top and a pair of shorts on, no bugs, and its dark by 
6:30 PM. If it is cloudy their are plenty of other things to do in 
the area. We plan on going again next year and we hope to see 
more club members go too. This year Beth Schultze (with 
boyfreind) was the only other club member there. 

FROM THE 
MEMBERSHIP

 

 

 
THE WINTER STAR PARTY 
By Steve Wicker   
 My wife Sue and I left for the winter star party right 
after work on Thursday, January.30th. We took our time 
getting there, which was nice because when we got there we 
were rested and ready for some observing.  

ON THE  
HORIZON 

 
 We arrived at the star party on Monday just in time to 
get in line on highway 1 to get into camp Wesumkey. Once in 
the camp we quickly found a nice spot for our camper. After 
setting up we met up with an old friend Jack Lowenstien, from 
the Southern Cross astronomy club ( the host club). After 
chatting for a bit we set up our telescope next to Jack. That 
evening we logged 12 Hershel's before dew set in around 
midnight.  

WOW REGISTRATION 
By Ty Westbrook 
 Public registration for the Wisconsin Observers 
Weekend (“WOW”), May 29th-June 1st, is now open 
 One of the biggest highlights of the year for area 
amateur astronomers and their families is the Wisconsin 
Observers Weekend (WOW) hosted by NEWSTAR. Three 
days of summer camping and observing at Hartman Creek 
State Park just west of Waupaca is the highlight of the 
weekend. Amateur astronomers from all over the Midwest 
bring along their telescopes for a weekend filled with the fun 
of helping some find objects for the first time, as well as the 
enjoyment of pursuing the challenge of finding new objects 
for their own enrichment. 

 The next day we got our bicycle out and as luck 
would have it the front tire was flatter than a pancake! But 
luckily we had a spare tube and in no time we had it changed 
and took a ride to a beautiful state park just down the road, 
Bahia Honda, where we spent the day. The evening was clear 
again but a little more humid. Jack's scope had dew zappers  
so we started with his scope, but the dew subsided later on and 
we fired up our telescope. We bagged another 30 Hershel's 
until dew shut us down again about midnight.   Whether or not you own a telescope or are a seasoned 

observer you will enjoy what WOW has to offer.  The next day was cloudy, so we took a ride into 
Marathon to try out the trails on our tandem bike. It was a nice 
paved trail but on the way back up we got another flat!! This 
time it was the back tire, so I dug in my trusty pack and alas! 
Another spare tube! In about 20 minutes or so we were back in 
business. We stopped at a bike shop and bought a couple more 
spares. Ya never know! The evening stayed cloudy so we went 
to bed early that night.  

 WOW reserves all five group camp sites at Hartman 
Creek State Park so that your evening observing environment 
is white light free and as dark as possible for your enjoyment. 
Saturday afternoon NEWSTAR hosts an ice cream social for 
WOW attendees free of charge. 
 Hartman Creek State Park, located along the Ice Age 
Trail, has an abundance of scenic hiking trails for the nature 
enthusiast. There is also a nice beach for swimming. 
 Registration is limited to 150 attendees this year. 
Registration closes May 17th, 2003. Registration for WOW 
2003 is $8.00  per adult and $2.00 per child. This fee includes 
your WOW registration and camping fee. You must purchase 
a state park sticker or daily pass to enter the park. 

 Thursday I woke up at about 5 AM and went to my 
telescope to get a peek at Omega Centuri, a huge globular star 
cluster. It was beautiful! I also got a look at Centauruas A , a 
strange looking galaxy with a nice dust lane in the middle. The 
rest of the day we just hung around the camp enjoying the 
tropical breezes and thinking of everyone back home where it 
was 10 degrees above zero. Ahhh, life is good!   You may the registration form on the next page. 

Hope to see you under the stars at WOW 2003!  That evening was the best of all. A cold front went 
through taking with it the humid air that was with us all week. 
Sue and I logged another 30 Hershel's that night. We also got 
the best ever view of the Horsehead nebula in Jack’s telescope 
with his special eyepiece. It’s sort of like a night vision 
eyepiece - everything has a green look to it but the Horsehead 
was just like a picture in a magazine! It even looked better that 
it did in the 36" yard scope! We also look ed at the Flame 
nebula, Eta Crania and the "key hole" stood out very well too. 
We stayed up until 2:30 that night.  

 
 

 Friday the door prizes were given out (no we didn't 
win anything) and the moon was almost quarter by now so we 
didn't set until after midnight. We just looked at some of out 
brighter favorites and the planets.  
 Saturday we said good bye to some new friends and  



Wisconsin Observers Weekend 2003                                   
3 Days 

May 29th – June 1st 
Pre-registration form  

 
Fees include NEWSTAR registration fee and camping fee. Pre-registration forms must be received by May 17th, 2003. 
At the door registration will be $20 per person (children under 18 $5) regardless of length of stay.  
 
# of adults       X $8 =   $   
   
# of kids (ages 6-17)           X $2 =   $    
 
Total amount enclosed $    (Pre-registration fees are non-refundable) 
 
Name(s):               
 
               
 
Address:                
 
City, State & Zip:               
 
Phone # :                  E-mail:           
 
Club affiliation:                
  
Make check payable to NEWSTAR. Mail this form and check to:  WOW c/o Ty Westbrook 

      330 W Brewster St. 
       Appleton WI 54911-3677 

Other need to know information: 
 
This years attendance will be limited to 150.  Our web page will be updated when the registration limit is reached. Registrations 
received after the registration limit has been reached will be returned. Registrations received after May 17, 2003 will also be returned.  
 
If you plan on attending our event but not camping in the park, the registration fee will still apply. Confirmation of your registration 
will be by email, or by postcard (if no email address is indicated)  
 

IMPORTANT 
A state park sticker must be purchased at the park office prior to entering the park. You are responsible for purchasing the appropriate 
park sticker when entering the park. (do not include with payment to NEWSTAR):  
 
State Park sticker prices: WI resident $18 annual- $5 daily    Non-resident $25 annual- $7 daily  
 
Some State Park/NEWSTAR regulations:  
 
All vehicles: cars, campers etc. must be parked on the pavement at each group site. Parking in the grassy or sandy area is prohibited. 
(State park rules) If you must power your telescope from your vehicle, be prepared to set up near the parking lot.  
If you plan to tow a camper, be prepared for close quarters because of the limited parking area.  
Be courteous to your fellow astronomers, use only a red flashlight after dark!  
There is one water pump and two pit toilet stations in the group camp area. Flush toilets and hot showers are available at no charge in 
the family campground a short distance down the road. 
 
Call Ty @ 920-733-7264 if you have any questions. E-mail: wowmay2003@aol.com 
 
On behalf of NEWSTAR we hope to see you under the stars @ WOW 2003. 



 
SEVEN STRANGERS? 
by Dr. Tony Phillips 
 
 At the dawn of the space age some 40 years ago, we 
always knew who was orbiting Earth or flying to the Moon. 
Neil Armstrong, Yuri Gagarin, John Glenn. They were 
household names--everywhere. 
 
 Lately it's different. Space flight has become more 
routine. Another flight of the shuttle. Another visit to the 
space station. Who's onboard this time? Unless you're a NASA 
employee or a serious space enthusiast, you might not know. 
 
 Dave Brown, Rick Husband, Laurel Clark, Kalpana 
Chawla, Michael Anderson, William McCool, and Ilan 
Ramon. 
 
 Now we know. Those are the names of the seven 
astronauts who were tragically lost on Saturday, Feb. 1st, 

when the space shuttle Columbia (STS-107) broke apart over 
Texas. 
 
 Before the accident, perhaps, they were strangers to 
you. But if that's so, why did you have a knot in your gut when 
you heard the news? What were those tears all about? Why do 
you feel so deep-down sad for seven strangers? 
 
 Astronauts have an unaccountable hold on us. They 
are explorers. Curious, humorous, serious, daring, careful. 
Where they go, they go in peace. Every kid wants to be one. 
Astronauts are the essence of humanity. 
 They are not strangers. They are us. 
 
 While still in orbit Dave Brown asked, jokingly, "do 
we really have to come back?" 
 
 No. But we wish you had. 
 
 Please see the NASA Home Page 
(http://www.nasa.gov) for more information on the Columbia 
Investigation. 
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