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STARGAZING STARTS FEBRUARY MEETING 

 FEBRUARY MEETINGS & STAR PARTIES 
February 4th - Astronomy Day Plan-
ning Meeting 7:00 pm Gerry Kocken’s 
office on Grant St. in DePere.  

February 7th - NPMAS Holiday Din-
ner. 5:30 pm cocktails, 6:30 pm dinner, 
Tundra Lodge. $20.00 per person.  

February 11th - Monthly Meeting at the 
Neville Public Museum. Topic: Public 
Observing night 6:30 to 8:00 pm. Busi-

ness meeting to follow. Happy Joe’s 
Pizza afterwards.  

February 16th to 21st - Winter Star 
Party, Florida Keys 

February 27th to 29th - Camp U-Nah-
Li-Ya Winter Weekend. $45.00 per per-
son ages 18+, $35.00 ages 17 and under. 
Must prepay for this event.  
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THE EYEPIECE 

It’s February and that can mean 
only one thing...NPMAS mem-
bers have gone crazy! 

Our February monthly meeting 
will begin with a public star party 
at the Neville Public Museum 
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm! 

I am encouraging all of our 
NPMAS members to bring out 
their telescopes and/or binoculars 
and set up in front of the mu-
seum. If you don’t have a tele-
scope or binoculars, come out 
anyway and help point out con-
stellations and answer questions! 
There is always a place for you to 

help out! 

After the observing session, we 
will have a short business ses-
sion in the museum auditorium 
and then commence to Happy 
Joe’s for food and socializing. 

If you have any questions or 
need more information, please 
contact Don DeWitt or Steve 
Mofle. 

 

 
February Sky 

Highlights 
• 6th - Full Moon 

• 9th  to 23rd - Zo-
diacal Light visible 
in W after evening 
twilight  

• 20th - New Moon 

Planets: 

Morning:  none 
Evening: Venus (until 
9 pm) Mars (sets be-
fore midnight), Jupiter 
(all night), Saturn (sets 
before morning twi-
light) 
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The first NPMAS weekend 
event is almost upon us - 
Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya! 

The date for this weekend is 
February 27 -29th. Arrival 
time is anytime after 4:00 
pm Friday. Departure is 2 -3 
pm Sunday. Just a re-
minder, meals are on your 
own. 

What is the Winter Week-
end? First of all, it means 
relaxation. The only phones 
are in the offices and there 
are no televisions or radios 
to be found. If you enjoy 
winter sports you will defi-
nitely like it here.  

The camp has an ice skating 
rink right next to the dining 
hall and there are hockey 
sticks, brooms, and pucks 
for those interested in get-
ting a game of broomball 

going. There is also an ex-
tremely large ice rink 
known as the lake not far 
from our cabin. The Camp 
has all sizes of ice skates for 
your use or you can bring 
your own.  

Skating not your forte? Well 
how about cross-country 
skiing? The camp has over 
seven miles of well-
groomed trails in and 
around the Nicolet National 
Forest for your enjoyment. 
Camp UNIE has many skis, 
boots and poles available 
for you. Again, you are also 
welcome to bring your own 
equipment 

Other activities include 
snowshoeing, ice fishing, 
and sledding. The camp has 
a variety of snowshoes, 
sleds, and fishing gear in-
cluding an ice shanty on the 

lake for our use.  

What? You are a warm 
weather person? Fine, as a 
matter of fact, bring your 
shorts along! The camp has 
a wood-burning sauna wait-
ing to melt the icicles from 
your nose and we've got the 
keys! If you are brave you 
can even compete in the 
snow-rolling contest. Bring 
your telescopes too in case 
the temperature gets above 
24 below zero. 

 The cost is $45.00 for 
adults and $35.00 for those 
under 18. If you are inter-
ested in going, please send 
your check made payable to 
the NPMAS to Dick 
Francini, 1805 Christie 
Court, De Pere, WI 54115. 
Advance payment is re-
quired by the February 11, 
2004 NPMAS meeting.  

LAST CALL FOR CAMP U-NAH-LI-YA SIGN-UP 
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MEMBER AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS  
Congratulations to 
NPMAS member Dick 
Francini who com-
pleted the Astronomi-
cal League’s Honorary 
Messier Observing 
Club, certificate  num-
ber 2125. Congratula-
tions Dick! 

Congratulations to 
NPMAS member Dick 
Francini who com-
pleted the Astronomi-
cal League’s Lunar 
Observing program, 
certificate number 
399. Congratulations 
Dick! 

Congratulations to 
NPMAS member Amy 
Hannon-Drew who 
completed the Astro-
nomical League’s Lu-
nar Observing pro-
gram, certificate num-
ber 400. Congratula-
tions Amy! 



 

In conjunction with 
DPAS and NEWSTAR, 
NPMAS members are 
invited to go along on a 
joint field trip to the 
Fermi Lab on Saturday, 
March 13th. 

So what is the Fermi 
Lab? It is a National Ac-
celerator Laboratory. 
Scientists  there carry 
out research in high-
energy physics that 
hopefully will enable 
them to answer such 
questions as ‘What is the 

universe made of?’ 

Fermi Lab is located in 
Batavia, Illinois  which 
is west of Chicago. It is 
approxiamately 5 hour 
drive  there. 

However, DPAS Presi-
dent has chartered a bus 
for this event! The cost 
of the bus is $20.00 per 
person. The bus seats 
56 people. 

If you want a seat on 
the bus, you must sub-
mit the sign up form 
and payment by Febru-
ary 13th to DPAS. If 
the bus is filled, your 
check will be returned 
to you.  

So hop on board and 

join the group for a day 
of high energy fun as 
we tour the facilities of 
the Fermi Lab National 
Accelerator Labora-
tory! 

If you have any ques-
tions about the bus or 
the Fermi Lab tour, 
please send an email to 
John Beck at  

PizzaFiend@itol.com 

A sign up sheet was 
emailed to  members as 
well as available at the 
January meeting. 

If you would like to go 
and need a sign up 
sheet, please contact 
Katrina DeWitt.  

 

FIELD TRIP TO FERMI LAB NATIONAL ACCELERATOR  

 MESSIER MARATHON AROUND THE CORNER 
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Take out those tele-
scopes, dust off the eye-
pieces, get those star 
charts and guidebooks 
ready and bring your 
empty stomach along 
too! 

It’s almost time for our 
annual Messier Mara-

thon. This grand event 
will be held on Satur-
day, March 20th at Ne-
shota Park. 

This is THE NPMAS 
observing (and eating)
event of the spring and 
you don’t want to miss 
it!  

Look for more specific 
details  in the March 
newsletter. 

I hope to see you all 
there! 



 

By Dick Francini 
Let me start by stating that I am not a Winter observer. I look outside and see the beautiful transparent black skies and brilliant 
bright constellations of Winter and decide to STAY INSIDE. The problem I`m now facing is that I have three Astronomical 
League programs that are 75 to 80% finished, and all the objects left are best viewed in the Winter or early Spring. I have 130 
objects (out of a total of 570) left to observe between now and May, they are from the AL Double Star, Herschel 400, and Cald-
well programs. There would seem to be three options available, (1) don`t finish these programs at all, (2) observe this Winter 
regardless of the weather conditions, or (3) try to get as many in as possible before the Winter really sets in with all its fury, 
and hold off on the balance until the early Spring when things improve. I`m opting for a combination of (2) and (3).  

Thus, this article is really about my attempts to get these first 25 to 30 objects observed over a three night span and all the 
"distractions" Mother Nature  dreamed up to try and foil my mission. The article is not really about my birthday at all, it just so 
happens that it fell on the middle day of this quest. It also helps make the title a bit more interesting, I hope. 

 I had planned ahead for the week of November 17th, as a possible week I would try to observe these 25 or 30 objects. I felt that 
these were the objects I needed to complete to be assured that I would not have to wait another year to complete these three pro-
grams. The plan went something like this, with the Leonid meteor shower peak expected around 1:30 CST on Tuesday night 
Nov 18th (actually early Wednesday morning), I would arrive early at Tony`s and observe for a few hours before the meteor 
shower peaked. 

The afternoon and early evening of the 18th were cloudy, but it started looking like it might clear around 9:00, so I headed out to 
Tony`s and arrived around 9:30. Tony arrived home from work a few minutes later. Ed Smith and Dan Sheber joined us a bit 
later to view the Leonids. I set up on the patio just behind Tony`s house and was ready to observe, but high clouds returned. You 
could see through the breaks in the clouds that the sky was extremely black and that there was great potential for excellent view-
ing if only the sky would clear. I tried viewing through the holes, but every area of the sky I turned the scope toward soon be-
came covered with clouds.  

Around 11:00 the clouds opened up to expose a spectacular dark sky. One look at the Orion Nebula convinced everyone that this 
was going to be a truly special observing night. The seeing was exceptional, I rated it a 1 minus on a 5 point scale, with 1 being 
perfect and 5 being, put the scope away and try another night . The transparency was as good as the very best nights I`ve had 
from my cottage, which is normally a darker location then Tony`s. The sky was just too good to "WASTE" on faint Herschel 
galaxies. All the bright old favorites looked better then I`m accustomed to seeing them. M1, the Crab Nebula, was not the nor-
mal faint ghostly blob you have to hunt for, but looked more like a bright cloud that floated across the eyepiece. At higher power 
(250X) it showed a very mottled look, the beginnings of the intricate details you see in photos of this object. The Pleiades easily 
showed off the nebulosity you usually only see in pictures, and without using any filters. Saturn was just fantastic as I was able 
to go to 200X and then 300X without the image breaking down. Ed said he had never seen it this good, and I spent some time 
helping him pick out the four Moons that were visible. The Trapezium showed off six stars at high power instead of the usual 
four. One old favorite after another appeared better in the eyepiece then normal, and probably better then one should expect 
through an 8" scope.  

At some point during the night I made a comment about the Horsehead Nebula and Dan responded with, "if we are ever going to 
see it through an 8" scope without a  filter, tonight is the night". We spend a considerable amount of time trying to track down 
this incredibly difficult object with numerous breaks to look for charts and pictures so we could determine it`s exact location. 
We ended up using a good photo from the book, "The Night Sky Observer`s Guide", as our guide . The dim nebula, IC 434, 
which the Horsehead is silhouetted against, was much more visible then normal, giving us a least a shot at seeing this challeng-
ing object. I`ve spent a fair amount of time in the past looking for this object with no success. Once we determined it`s exact 
location you could use averted vision and just make out a very, very slightly darker patch at the correct location indicated from 
the photo. The patch was too dim to pick out the specific horsehead shape, but  it still counts as an observation in my book, bord-
derline as it may have been. We tried an Ultrablock filter, but this made the view worse. I look forward to seeing this object at a 
future time when I have the proper filter to really bring it out, an H-Beta filter, and probably a larger scope. Finding this object is 
a real testament to the high quality of the observing conditions that night. If I had a ten best list for observing conditions, this 
night would be on it.  

I took one look at Jupiter before packing up just after 3:00, and as luck would have it, Io was just coming out from behind Jupi-
ter. It looked like tiny white dot stuck to the side of the planet. A nice way to end the night. I got home around 4, did morning 
ever come fast! My only problem was, this almost perfect observing night and meteor watching sidetracked me. I failed to ob-
serve any of my 25 objects, ZERO, ZILCH.!! Too many "distractions" I guess!! 

OBSERVER’S NOTEBOOK 
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The next night was clear again, but I was committed to going on the club trip to the Barlow Planetarium in Menasha. I gave brief 
consideration to skipping it and trying to do some observing, but really wanted to go and see the show, and I also had calendars 
and handbooks to pass out. This was a very worthwhile trip as the planetarium director showed us the full gamut of images that 
their observatory projector can create, including a "virtual astronomical roller coaster" finale. 

I came back home and decided I`d make up for the prior nights lack of productivity with a couple of hours of observing of my 
target objects. I was surprised I was able to find three dim Herschel galaxies (NGC 488 and NGC 524 in Pisces, and NGC 1022 
in Cetus) from my backyard, which indicated to me that it was another very good night. I finished up the night with a number of 
double stars. I called it a night around 1:30. When you are in the constellation of Orion looking at the Orion Nebula, check out 
Sigma Orionis, a very interesting quadruple star system. All four stars are oriented in a fairly straight line. It is the bright star just 
below the left side of Orion`s belt.  

On Thursday the weather people and the "Clear Sky Clock" web site were calling for another clear night. I had not made much 
of a dent in my target list and time was getting away from me. Weather reports were indicating that this would be the last clear 
night for quite some time. Late in the afternoon I made a real spur of the moment decision to run up to the cottage Thursday 
night for one night of viewing. It`s 100 miles each way! A real leap of faith for sure. Part of my motivation was that it hit a re-
cord high 62 degrees that day. A shot at warm weather observing of these Winter objects was too much to pass up.  

All the way up in the car the weather report continued calling for clear skies, but all I was seeing was high clouds. I arrived just 
after dark and setup hoping it would clear. When it got fully dark the brightest stars were visible through the high clouds but 
nothing else. Just a tease! It did clear enough around 7:30 to began observing but completely clouded up around 9:00, as a cold 
front moved through. As I sat in the cottage watching TV and waiting for it to clear again, I had serious second thoughts about 
the intelligence of this decision. Let`s see, I took a vacation day, drove 100 miles (and another 100 miles to come home tomor-
row)  for one and a half hours of so-so observing, maybe this was not such a good plan after all. But the best was yet to come.. 

After killing two hours watching TV there were some indications that the clouds were breaking up, but there was something 
very funny looking about the sky. As it cleared, I could see through the trees that there were dark patches with stars visible inter-
spersed with very bright patches or streaks. I got all bundled up in full winter gear and went out to check it out. The cold front 
had passed and weather had changed dramatically, strong NW winds and plummeting temperatures. From observing in a sweat-
shirt to Winter observing in just two hours! It actually ended up going down well below freezing  by morning, so much for the 
record warm weather of the afternoon and early evening. I digress, let`s get back to the story. 

I stepped outside the cottage to see a spectacular aurora display surrounding me in all directions. My first thought was how this 
would mess up my observing plans, but it was such a spectacular show that it was impossible to stay upset for long. The entire 
Northern sky was a huge shimmering curtain of  white and green hues (plus a little pink and red thrown in from time to time). 
There were additional pillars of color to the East and South which were slowly moving and changing shape. Most Northern 
Lights that I`ve seen give the impression that they are well "off to the North", these were literally hanging in the sky directly 
over your head and in all directions around you. I`ve never seen an aurora of this magnitude from a good dark sky location,  the 
plumbs seemed lit from within, or maybe "back lit" would be a better analogy. One aurora pillar seemed straight above me and 
encircled the Pleiades (which was near zenith) with long plumbs hanging down. The Pleiades was perfectly framed in a nice 
dark circle with the aurora reaching about 2/3`s of the way around it, a great photo opportunity. This seemed to last for maybe 10 
to 15 minutes, before breaking up into a large plumb that hung right next to the Pleiades for at least another 30 minutes. Duane 
Clausen got a great photo of this effect  from his location in Menominee Michigan, it was published in the January newsletter. 
I`m hoping the photo gets rerun in this months newsletter as the two were supposed to run together, but my article was too late 
to make the January newsletter.  

The show lasted from about 11 to 1. It`s been my experience that these strong displays don`t generally last anywhere near this 
long a period of time. Observing with this impressive show going on all around me was quite an experience. I was very surprised 
the objects looked as good as they did considering how much aurora interference was present. I was fortunate that the area of the 
sky I was concentrating on was generally aurora free. I did have one object I was unable to locate until after the aurora subsided. 
The object was NGC 2022, a fairly faint planetary nebula, just West of the bright orange star, Betelgeuse in Orion. One of the 
plumes was hanging very close to this object, and as a result, when you looked through the eyepiece there was a very marked 
decrease in contrast between the object and the very much "aurora brightened" background sky. I knew I was in the correct loca-
tion from the location of the background stars, but the lack of contrast made the object completely invisible. I was able to ob-
serve this object after the aurora faded.  

I came in around 3:00, cold and tried, but happy.  MISSION ACCOMPLISHED, but it certainly had not been easy! I ended up 
observing and recording 30 objects over this three night stretch from three distinctly different observing locations.   A very good 
way to spend your birthday (and a day on either side of it).  

Page 5 Volume 16, Issue 02  February  2004 



 

By Patrick L. Barry 

You can almost see the tabloid headlines now: “Mid-west farmer spies UFO 
squadron flying in formation!” “First signs of imminent alien invasion,” the sub-
title will read. 

If only this fictional farmer had been keeping up with NASA’s Space Place col-
umn, he would have known better. The string of white dots moving in formation 
across the predawn sky were satellites, not alien spaceships. 

Beginning next year, a series of challenging, high precision launches will insert 
four satellites into orbits with just the right altitude, position, and orbital inclina-
tion to follow in lock step behind NASA’s Aqua satellite (launched May 2002). 
Scientists have dubbed this squadron of satellites the “A-Train.” Along with 

Aqua, the celestial parade will include CloudSat, CALIPSO, PARASOL and Aura. 

In April 2004, NASA will launch CloudSat, an Earth-observing satellite with unique cloud measurement 
abilities. These measurements will fill an important role in our understanding of global climate change, 
making long term climate changes scenarios more accurate and dependable. 

So why bother flying in formation? By passing over the same swath of land within seconds or minutes of 
each other, the satellites will give scientists snapshots of essentially the same scene using a total of 14 dif-
ferent measuring instruments. CloudSat alone carries only one: a millimeter-wavelength radar sounder. 

This sounder - the first of its kind put into orbit - lets scientists see a vertical slice of the atmosphere that 
shows clouds, water, and ice between ground and 30 km altitude, with a vertical resolution of 0.5 km. 
Even by itself, this instrument would provide an important and unique view of Earth’s atmosphere, since 
the accurate portrayal of clouds is one of the glaring weaknesses with the current simulations of climate 
change. 

But this cloud data is even more valuable when combined with measurements from the other satellites in 
the A-Train - for example, air temperature, trace gases, and radiation into and out of the atmosphere. Sci-
entists can then see connections between, say, temperature and the resulting behavior of clouds. A better 
understanding of these connections is one of the most sought-after goals of climate research, because 
changes to global cloud cover would, in turn, have a feedback effect on global temperatures. 

The real story of this satellite squadron may not make the tabloid headlines, but a least there's evidence 
that the immanent threat of climate change is real, which is a lot more than you can say for alien invaders! 

Learn more about CloudSat at:  http://essp.gsfc.nasa.gov/cloudsat/ 

This article was provided by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, under 
a contract with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

FLYING IN FORMATION  - NASA Space Place 
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NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
NPMAS members have access to two observing sites. Both 
are located on private land and belong to members of our 
club. 

Parmentier Observatory is home to largest 
private observatory in Wisconsin housing a 30” 
classical Cassegrain. Members may view 
through the 30” or bring their own scopes and 
set up in the field below. 

        Observatory Number:      920-845-5626 
                                Ron Parmentier Home:    920-336-5878 

Crivitz Observing site is the private residence of Dave & 
Carol Jorgenson. Located in the Northwoods on 100 acres of 
land, this site offers some of the darkest skies around. The 
field is equipped with electricity and a cabin is close by ready 
for use. Call ahead to make arrangements. 

               Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home:  715-757-3296 

President:         Katrina DeWitt                                  
                        cool-kat1@tds.net 
                           920-405-8534 
 
Vice Pres:         Ray Nancoz 
                         rayn@itol.com 
                          920-746-0428 
 
Treasurer:        Dick Francini 
                  dfrancini@polycello.com 
                          920-338-8504 
 
Secretary:        Amy Hannon-Drew 
                        momran2@yahoo.com  
                              920-xxx-xxxx      

Board:          Tom Cashman 
                tcash99930@aol.com 
 
Board:          Don DeWitt 
                   ddewitt@tds.net 
 
Board:         Gerry Kocken 
              gerryk@kockenwi.com 
 
Board:        Steve Mofle 
          moflephoto@gbonline.com 
 
Board:        Jim Vareka 
              jbkn@lakefield.net 
      

NPMAS CLUB LOANER 
TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are eligible to use, free of charge, 
for a one month period, one of the two club tele-
scopes available. Please contact the person in 
charge of the telescope you wish to use to make ar-
rangements. 

                        

                             10” Dobsonian Telescope 
                                  Don DeWitt          920-405-8534 
                                                           ddewitt@tds.net 

 

                        8” Triple Axis Newtonian 
                                  Ron Parmentier   920-336-5878 

                          



The Eyepiece Info 
The Eyepiece is a monthly 
publication of the Neville Pub-
lic museum Astronomical So-
ciety. Material in The Eye-
piece may be reprinted for non 
profit use with proper credit 
and consent from both the 
editor and writer. 
The editor reserves the right to 
accept or refuse, edit for con-
tent etc., any article or image 
submitted for publication. 
The cut away eyepiece dia-
gram is used with permission 
from Orion Telescopes and 
Binoculars.  

 Public Star Party  
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6:30 to 8:00 pm  
at the Museum 

Editor: Katrina DeWitt 
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cool-kat1@tds.net  
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1081 Raleigh Street 

Green Bay, WI 54304 

 
 


