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NPMAS ENTERS NEW ARENA OF OUTREACH 

              Publication of: Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society       THE EYEPIECE 

By Gerry Kocken 

Back on December 20, Katrina sent me 
an e-mail message about a program 
called the Night Sky Network. It’s a pro-
gram sponsored by NASA, JPL (Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory), and the ASP 
(Astronomical Society of the Pacific).  
It’s a program designed as “a nationwide 
coalition of amateur astronomy clubs 
bringing science, technology, and inspi-
ration of NASA’s missions to the general 
public. We share our time and telescopes 
to provide you with unique astronomy 
experiences at science museums, obser-
vatories, classrooms and under the real 
night sky”. Simply put, it’s a program in 
conjunction with amateur astronomy 
clubs and the above mentioned organiza-
tions to provide dedicated and kick butt 
public outreach.   

Being big believers in public outreach we 
applied to be a participant. We recently 
received notification that NPMAS has 
been accepted to the NASA Night Sky 
Network. Katrina and I are listed as the 
club contacts and coordinators. 

This program supports activities that in-
volve sharing astronomy in our commu-
nity such as the astronomy club, youth 
groups, astronomy day, class in schools, 
and any other group that would like to be 
educated further in astronomy.  We have 
to commit to a minimum of 5 outreach 
events a year to maintain our good stand-
ing in the network.  Since we currently 
do more than 5 educational events every 

year, it would only seem natural to be 
part of this program. 

The Night Sky Network will be sending 
our first outreach tool kit called  Planet 
Quest  in the beginning of March and 
no later than March 19th.  At this point 
we are hoping to have it in time for the 
March 10th meeting so we can make a 
preliminary introduction of the program 
to everyone in attendance.  This will be  
in lieu of what was previously sched-
uled.  This works out because the public 
viewing scheduled for February 11, did-
n’t take place and we needed a program 
to fill the February club meeting, so, I 
made my scheduled March presentation 
on Astronomy on the Go in February.  
We can now fit this program in at the 
March meeting. 

There is a web site in which Katrina and 
I have been given a username and pass-
word to access and use to download 
information for educational purposes, 
have discussions with the Night Sky 
Network Discussion Board and post our 
information in regard to our club and 
the educational activities that we com-
pleted.  There is also a logo in which we 
can use on our website and install in our 
club newsletter. We are very exited 
about this program and we will be shar-
ing more of this information at the 
March 10th meeting. Be sure to attend! 

NPMAS is a proud member of the 
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 NPMAS MEMBER ITEMS FOR SALE 

FOR SALE 

“Turn Left at Orion” $17.50 

A great beginner’s book 
 

8” planisphere $ 7.00 
 

Contact Wayne Kuhn  

at 920-468-0765   
waylin98@gbonline.com 

FOR SALE 

8” Meade LX50 Schmidt Cassegrain with 
tripod and Universal Wheelie Bars for easy 
maneuvering. There are 2 lens, but I don’t 
know the sizes. Telescope is in its original 
packaging. Price to be decided. 

 

Contact Jim or Dixie Tubbs 
At 920-494-4754 

JDTUBBSGB@aol.com 

March 3rd - Astronomy Day Planning 
meeting 7:00 PM Gerry Kocken’s office 
on Grant Street in West DePere. 

March 10th - NPMAS Monthly Meeting 
7:00 to 9:00 PM Neville Public Museum. 
Topic: Night Sky Network Outreach Pro-
gram by Gerry Kocken and Katrina 
DeWitt. Happy Joe’s Pizza to follow. 

March 13th - Field trip to Fermi Lab near 
Chicago. Contact John Beck from DPAS 
for more info:  pizzafiend@itol.net 

March 20th - 16th Annual Messier Mara-
thon Party Neshota Park 3:00 PM till 
dawn. See page 3 for details. 

March 24 - NPMAS Board Meeting 7:00 
PM Gerry Kocken’s office on Grant 
Street in West DePere. All NPMAS mem-
bers are welcome to attend. 

 NPMAS MEMBER ACHIEVEMENTS 

Congratulations to NPMAS member Julie 
Mofle who completed the Astronomical 
League’s Honorary Messier Observing 
Club, certificate number 2099. Congratu-
lations Julie! 

Congratulations to NPMAS member Jim 
Vareka who completed the Astronomical 
League’s Deep Sky Binocular Observing 
Club, certificate number 160. Congratula-
tions Jim! 



 

By Mike Monfils 

So, what is a Messier object 
anyway? Well, a bit of history. 
In the late 1700s, Charles 
Messier created a list of 109 
objects of the northern hemi-
sphere to aid comet hunters in 
their search. Messier didn’t 
discover all of the objects, 
some were found by other as-
tronomers of the time and 
added to the list. The objects 
consist of galaxies, nebula, and 
star clusters both globular and 
open. They are numbered in 
order of their discovery. Under 
dark skies and good seeing 
conditions, all of the objects 
are visible in an 80 mm tele-
scope. Charles Messier made 
his discoveries with an number 
of different telescopes with 
light gathering ability equiva-
lent to an 80 or 90 mm refrac-
tor, and optics were not as they 
are today. 

Now that this is said, join us at 
Neshota Park on March 20th 
for a celebration of Messier’s 
list. The 16th Annual Messier 
Marathon. We hope to see you 
there. 

The Messier Marathon is a 
dusk to dawn observing 
PARTY in which it is possible 
to see all 109 Messier objects. 

All members of NPMAS, 
NEWSTAR and DPAS are 
invited. It is a “potluck” party 

and everyone is encouraged 
to bring a favorite dish or 
dessert to share. You do need 
to bring your own beverages. 
The club will provide the 
plates, bowls, cups and uten-
sils. The only thing we ask is 
to keep the shelter neat and 
clean! 

You don’t need to own a tele-
scope or binoculars to partici-
pate in the marathon and 
there is no need to stay all 
night if you don’t want too. 
In fact, if you want to see 
some different astronomical 
equipment, this is a fine time 
to see them in action. 

The Neshota Park Shelter 
doors will open at 3 PM. You 
can show up anytime thereaf-
ter. If you arrive after sun-
down, you must drive in with 
parking lights only! If you 
are going to observe in a 
marathon fashion, you should 
be there, set up and ready by 
6:15 to 6:30 p.m. 

The NPMAS will provide an 
observing form for your use 
and the rules are as follows: 

 

• A special certificate will 
be given to everyone who 
observes 5 or more Mess-
ier objects. 

16TH ANNUAL NPMAS MESSIER MARATHON PARTY 
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• Gold stars will be placed 
on the certificate for every 
10 Messier objects ob-
served after the initial 10 
objects. 

• All Messier objects must 
be located by the star hop-
ping method to be eligible 
for a certificate. Other 
methods used to locate 
objects will not be eligible 
(i.e. digital setting circles, 
someone else finding the 
object for you, computer 
programs like go-to etc) 

• The NPMAS will provide 
you a list containing a sug-
gested observing sequence. 
You can make your own 
list if you prefer. 

• You will be required to 
write down the time you 
observe each object. All 
observations must be made 
with a telescope or binocu-
lars to be eligible. 

Please note that these rules are 
for people that want to observe 
in the marathon style only. 

You are not required to ob-
serve in a marathon style, nor 
are you required to stay all 
night. And regardless of the 
weather, come on out! We paid 
for the shelter. 

We hope to see you March 
20th!  



 

The members of the Southeastern Iowa Astronomy Club invite you to  join us in celebration of our 20th Anni-
versary at the Convention of the North Central Region of the Astronomical League on Friday, April 30 and 
Saturday May 1, 2004 at the Southeastern Community College campus in West Burlington, Iowa. 
 
Accommodations 
A registration table will be set up at the AmericInn Motel on Friday, April 30 from 7:00 PM to 10 PM and on 
Saturday, May 1 at the Southeastern Community College campus at 628 South Gear Avenue, West Burlington, 
Iowa in Building 400. 
A block of rooms have been made available at the AmericInn Motel in the name of the Southeastern Iowa As-
tronomy Club. It is located near the college campus. The room rates are as follows: 
1 or 2 persons  $65.95 
3 persons         $71.95 
4 persons         $77.95 
 
Phone number (toll free) 1-866-758-9854 
 
There are several other fine motels; many are within a mile or two of the college campus. 
 
Astro Art and Photo Contest 
Anyone who would like to enter a photo or original artwork in the judging contest must submit his or her entry 
to the registration desk by 9:30 AM on Saturday where an entry form will be filled out for each work. 
 
Telescope Viewing 
There will be viewing at the Southeastern Iowa Astronomy Complex on Friday, April 30 from 7 PM to mid-
night. Visitors are welcome to bring telescopes. Electrical power is available. 
 
Convention Registration 
Registration for this years NCRAL is $25.00 per person before April 1, 2004 or $40.00 per person after April 
1st. (Registration fee includes lunch and refreshments during the day) 
Banquet meal on Saturday is $15.00 per person. 
T-shirts are available for $15.00 each in sizes S-XXL 
8x10  photo is available for $10.00 each. 
 
Registration forms, maps and other info will be available at the March meeting or by contacting Katrina 
DeWitt at cool-kat1@tds.net or 920-405-8534.  
We hope to see you there! 

2004 NCRAL CONVENTION TO BE HELD 
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WOW 2004 REGISTRATION OPENS 
By Ty Westbrook 

One of the biggest highlights of the year for area amateur astronomers and their families is the Wisconsin Ob-
servers Weekend (WOW) hosted by NEWSTAR. Three days of summer camping and observing at Hartman 
Creek State Park just west of Waupaca, Wisconsin. The dates for this year’s event is June 17-20th. Amateur 
astronomers from all over the mid-west bring along their telescopes for a weekend filled with the fun of help-
ing some find objects for the first time, as well as the enjoyment of pursuing the challenge of finding new ob-
jects for their own enrichment. Whether or not you own a telescope or are a seasoned observer you will enjoy 
what WOW has to offer.  
 
Hartman Creek State Park is 1,500 acres of post-glacial beauty located about 30 miles northwest of Oshkosh 
on the upper Waupaca Chain-O-Lakes. Visitors can enjoy camping swimming, hiking, biking, picnicking, and 
fishing, amidst the gently rolling woodlands, prairies, lakes and wetlands. Ten miles of hiking trails, including 
a segment of the National Scenic Ice Age Trail, offer plenty of opportunity to stretch your legs while enjoy-
ing numerous wildflowers and abundant bird life. The park also has designated off-road bicycling trails and 
low-traffic roads surrounding the area provide safe routes for the touring cyclist as well. Hartman Lake has a 
300-foot sandy beach and swimming area for a cool dip after a hot day. 
 
WOW reserves all five group campsites at Hartman Creek State Park so that your evening observing environ-
ment is white light free and as dark as possible for your enjoyment. This is primitive camping – pit toilets and 
hand water pump only – but hot showers and “flushes” are available in the family campground a short distance 
down the road. Tent camping sites are plentiful, however there is no parking on the grassy areas, so recrea-
tional vehicles or campers may find space tight in the limited parking areas. 
 
Saturday afternoon NEWSTAR hosts an ice cream social for WOW attendees free of charge. 
 
Just down the road, the town of Waupaca has all the conveniences and amenities you might need, and hotels 
are nearby if you do not wish to camp. Although it’s only approximately 5 miles away, light pollution from 
Waupaca has very little impact on Hartman Creek State Park.  
 
Registration is limited to 150 attendees this year. Registration closes June 2nd, 2004.  
 
Registration for the general public is $9. per adult and $2. per child. This fee includes your WOW registration 
and camping fee.  You must purchase a state park sticker or daily pass to enter the park. 
 
Additional info can be found at the parks website - http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/parks/specific/hartman/ 
Camping info and maps can be found at - http://www.reserveamerica.com/jsp/commonpage.jsp?goto=/usa/wi/
hart/newindex.html 
 
Looking forward to seeing you under the stars at WOW 2004! 
Registration forms will be available at the March NPMAS meeting or by emailing Ty at   ty@uspower.net 



 
THE OBSERVER’S NOTEBOOK 
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Astronomical League Award Program Series 
By Katrina DeWitt & Anthony J. Kroes 

Many of you have been to a club meeting where members have received an award for completing an Astro-
nomical League (A.L.) observing program. How familiar are you with the 20 different observing clubs? Do 
you know what kind of instrument or level of experience is needed to complete the various programs? Do you 
even know if any of these observing clubs are something you might want to pursue? 

In a collaborative effort, we (Katrina & Tony) are going to feature a new bimonthly segment in the newsletter 
that will eventually cover all of the observing clubs that the A.L. offers.  As the program rules and the criteria 
for completing them are given on the A.L.’s website (www.astroleague.org) you may ask why we feel the need 
to reinvent the wheel.  The answer is simple – we aren’t!   

What we WILL be covering are some of the observational aspects of each program, and the difficult points 
involved with each.  This will help you to complete the programs correctly and successfully.  We will also be 
spotlighting a couple of the more interesting objects or activities in each program.  In addition, the various club 
members who have completed many of these awards have a wealth of practical experience actually working on 
the programs that can be of enormous help for those just starting.  We hope to pass along some of that to you! 

The observing clubs are a great tool for the amateur astronomer! Regardless of your level of knowledge or ob-
serving experience, there is a program for you. Programs range from beginner to advanced, from naked eye to 
binocular to telescopic observing, and activities include viewing, drawing, and photography/CCD imaging. 
Target objects range from meteors to planets, from galaxies to comets, and from asteroids to double stars.  Just 
about every object out there is featured in at least one of the programs! 

Two things are heard quite commonly when talking to people who haven’t completed a program.  The first is 
something like “I don’t even know how to start”.  We hope to show you how to do exactly that, as well as how 
to continue through and finish!  The second thing is something along the lines of ‘I don’t need a list to go out 
and observe”.  That’s true, you don’t.  The main reason to observe a program is to look at the things you might 
not have chosen on your own!  How many of you have observed the ‘old favorites’ like M31, M13, the Double 
Cluster, etc, night after night, without paying any attention to the tiny little galaxy right next door, or the aster-
oid that was floating through the same field of view?  What about something you thought would be 
‘complicated’ so never even tried, like splitting double stars, or timing lunar occultation's? 

The point here is that there is a lot out there that many people just haven’t thought about or tried.  The main 
focus of each of these observing clubs is to make the observer knowledgeable and aware of what is in the sky, 
and give them the experience seeing it.  The programs also improve the observer’s ability and confidence in 
navigating the celestial sphere, and continually develop observing skills of many types.  

In addition to the recognition given by the A.L. in their newsletter and on their website, completing the pro-
grams awards the person with a sense of accomplishment and the knowledge that they have done something 
few others have.  Each program is topped off by awarding the observer with a special certificate and a very 
nice lapel pin.  Check out the observing hats or nametags worn by your fellow club members at the next event 
or meeting to see quite a few!   

In special recognition of completing 10 award programs, the A.L. presents the ‘Master Observer Award’.  A 
high honor - with over 20,000 A.L. members, and many thousands of individual observing programs com-
pleted, there have only been 18 Master Observer certificates and pins awarded, three of which have been to 



CAMP TAPAWINGO OBSERVING NIGHT 
By Wayne Kuhn 

During the January meeting club president Katrina DeWitt asked for volunteers to help her conduct a star party 
for sixty 4-H kids at Camp TaPaWingo, just north of Mishicot. Since public observing is one of my favorite 
club activities I decided to volunteer. 

Just a couple of days before the event Katrina emailed me that she had contracted bronchitis and tonsillitis and 
would be unable to attend. I confirmed that I would definitely make it. The event was scheduled from 6:30 PM 
to 9:30 PM and only if the sky was clear. Unfortunately the forecast was for clouds that night and sure enough, 
the sky was full of them by sunset. Still one can never give up hope when dealing with Wisconsin weather so I 
loaded up the van and headed out. 

I arrived at camp around 6:00 PM. In the parking lot I met club member Ken Evers. He didn’t have a scope but 
since he only lived a few miles away he wanted to help out any way he could. We walked to the observing field 
where we found John Beck from the Door Peninsula Astronomical Society setting up his refractor telescope. 
Ken helped me set up my 10” Meade SCT while the moon and a few stars darted in and out of the clouds. 

The camp brought out twenty kids at a time. Sadly, we were only able to show the moon to the first two batches 
of 4-Her’s. The clouds were relentless, so much that John took his scope down after the first batch. My 10” was 
able to pull enough of the moon’s light through the clouds to give them something to look at but certainly not 
the best of views. The three of us filled in the rest of the time with dissertations about telescopes and astron-
omy. Out of each group of kids there was always a handful that stood by the telescope and asked questions 
while the rest played in the snow. It’s really nice to see genuine interest and wonder from our youth. The last 
group of twenty was lucky enough to get a fuzzy view of Saturn. 

Since the observing was restricted to the moon, the session ended an hour early. After Ken and John left I met 
Kevin Palmer, the 4H Youth Development Educator that set up the event. He voiced his appreciation for our 
club’s help and expressed an interest in possibly doing another one this Summer. I can’t think of many things 
more rewarding than sharing some time with groups such as this and possibly making an impact on how they 
view their world. If you have time when the next public observing event comes around, give it a try! 
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NPMAS members!  The Master Observer program requires the completion of the two Messier programs 
(Binocular & Telescopic), the Lunar program, the Double-Star program, the Herschel 400 program, and five 
additional programs of the observer’s choice.  This is a goal well within the reach of everyone in our club! 

 This new segment in the newsletter will feature a different A.L. observing program every other month. To get 
people rolling toward that larger goal, we will start with the five mandatory Master Observer programs, and 
then follow up with a few of our ‘suggested’ options for the five ‘observer choice’ programs.  The rest of the 
programs offered by the A.L. will follow in a mixed and varied order to offer something for everyone, no mat-
ter what your experience level or equipment.  

We hope this preview has whetted your appetite!  Please look for the first segment: Binocular Messier Observ-
ing Program by Tony Kroes in the April issue of The Eyepiece. Don’t forget – you can always work on more 
than one program at a time!  This gives you the best chance to always have something to view no matter what 
the season, or which type of object you are looking for!  Never leave yourself an excuse not to observe!! 
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DEEP SPACE NETWORK 2 - for - 1 SALE! 

By Patrick L. Barry 

Call it a “buy one, get one free” sale for astronomers: Build a network 
of radio dishes for communicating with solar-system probes, get a 
world class radio telescope with a resolution nearly as good as a tele-
scope the size of Earth! 

That’s the incidental bonus that NASA’s Deep Space Network (DSN) 
offers the astronomy community. Designed to maintain contact with 
distant spacecraft in spite of Earth’s rotation, the large, widely spaced 
dishes of the DSN are ideal for performing a form of radio astronomy 
called “ very long baseline interferometry” (VLBI). 

VLBI produces very high resolution images of the cosmos by com-
bining the output from two or more telescopes. The result is like hav-
ing a giant “virtual” telescope as large as the distance between the 

real dishes! Since bigger scopes can produce higher resolution images than smaller ones, astronomers need to 
use dishes that are as far apart as possible. 

That need dovetails nicely with the DSN’s design. To maintain continuous contact with deep space missions, 
the DSN has tracking stations placed in California, Spain, and Australia. These locations are roughly equally 
spaced around Earth, each about 120 degrees of longitude from the others - that way at least one dish can al-
ways communicate with the probe regardless of Earth’s rotation.  That also means, though, that the straight-
line distance between any two of the stations is roughly 85 percent of Earth’s diameter - or about 6,700 miles. 
That’s almost as far apart as land based telescopes can be. 

“We often collaborate with other VLBI groups around the world, combining our dishes with theirs to produce 
even better images,” says Michael J. Klein, manager of the DSN Science Office at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. “Since our 70-meter dish in Canberra, Australia, is the largest dish in the southern hemisphere, 
adding that dish in particular makes a huge difference in the quality of a VLBI observation”. 

Even though only about 1 percent of the DSN’s schedule is typically spared from probe-tracking duty and 
scheduled for radio astronomy, it manages to make some important contributions to radio astronomy. For ex-
ample, the DSN is currently helping image the expanding remnant of supernova 1987A, and Dr. Lincoln 
Greenhill of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory is using DSN dishes to explore a new way to measure 
the distances and velocities of galaxies. And all this comes as a “bonus” from the dishes of the DSN. 

To introduce kids to multi-wavelength astronomy, NASA’s website for kids, The Space Place, has just added 
the interactive demo, “Cosmic Colors,” at http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/cosmic 

This article was provided by the JPL, California Institute of Technology, under a contract with NASA. 



NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
NPMAS members have access to two observing sites. Both 
are located on private land and belong to members of our 
club. 

Parmentier Observatory is home to the larg-
est private observatory in Wisconsin housing a 
30” classical Cassegrain. Members may view 
through the 30” or bring their own scopes and 
set up in the field below. 

        Observatory Number:      920-845-5626 
                                Ron Parmentier Home:    920-336-5878 

Crivitz Observing site is the private residence of Dave & 
Carol Jorgenson. Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 
100 acres of land, this site offers some of the darkest skies 
around. The field is equipped with electricity and a cabin is 
close by available for your use. Call ahead to make arrange-
ments.  
               Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home:  715-757-3296 

President:         Katrina DeWitt                                  
                        cool-kat1@tds.net 
                           920-405-8534 
 
Vice Pres:         Ray Nancoz 
                         rayn@itol.com 
                          920-746-0428 
 
Treasurer:        Dick Francini 
                  dfrancini@polycello.com 
                          920-338-8504 
 
Secretary:        Amy Hannon-Drew 
                        momran2@yahoo.com  
                              920-499-0395      

Board:          Tom Cashman 
                tcash99930@aol.com 
 
Board:          Don DeWitt 
                   ddewitt@tds.net 
 
Board:         Gerry Kocken 
              gerryk@kockenwi.com 
 
Board:        Steve Mofle 
          moflephoto@gbonline.com 
 
Board:        Jim Vareka 
              jbkn@lakefield.net 
      

NPMAS CLUB LOANER 
TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are eligible to use, free of charge, 
for a one month period, one of the two club tele-
scopes available. Please contact the person in 
charge of the telescope you wish to use to make ar-
rangements. 

                        

                             10” Dobsonian Telescope 
                                  Don DeWitt          920-405-8534 
                                                           ddewitt@tds.net 

 

                        8” Triple Axis Newtonian 
                                  Ron Parmentier   920-336-5878 

                          



The Eyepiece Info 
The Eyepiece is a monthly 
publication of the Neville Pub-
lic museum Astronomical So-
ciety. Material in The Eye-
piece may be reprinted for non 
profit use with proper credit 
and consent from both the 
editor and writer. 
The editor reserves the right to 
accept or refuse, edit for con-
tent etc., any article or image 
submitted for publication. 
The cut away eyepiece dia-
gram is used with permission 
from Orion Telescopes and 
Binoculars.  

Messier Marathon  
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 20th 
3:00 PM at  Neshota Park  

RAIN OR SHINE! 

Editor: Katrina DeWitt 
Electronic Submissions: 

cool-kat1@tds.net  
Hardcopy submissions:  

The Eyepiece 
1081 Raleigh Street 

Green Bay, WI 54304 

 
 


