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 EARLY MORNING SPECTACULAR 

        Monthly Publication of: Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society 

By Gerry Kocken 

Wisconsin residents will be able to view the 
last 25% or about 1 and 1/2 hours of the tran-
sit starting a sunrise. No one alive today has 
ever seen this phenomenon. 

I have secured a viewing location overlook-
ing Lake Michigan  at Selner Park in Kewau-
nee. 

Directions to Selner Park 

Highway 29 to Kewaunee. (About 7 miles 
past Parmentier Observatory).  

Right on Milwaukee Street located in the 
center of town.  

Go one block and turn left on Kilbourn 
Street. (Bay Lake Bank sign on corner). 

Go two blocks and turn right onto Lake 
Street. (mermaid antique shop on corner). 

One more block to the park. Parking is on the 
right side. 

Selner Park Set-up 

The sand beach is available for viewing about  
ten feet below the parking lot. The parking 
lot holds 20 plus cars and additional parking 
is available on the street. 

The park is elevated another twenty to thirty 
feet above the parking lot with stairs to this 
location. 

Everyone bringing a telescope and/or binocu-
lars need to set up on the beach, along the 
east railing on the asphalt above the beach, or 
on the hill above and to the west of the park-

ing lot. We need to leave the parking lot 
clear for vehicles to park. Please plan ac-
cordingly. 

All three locations are acceptable for view-
ing. The only potential problem will be fog 
or clouds. 

The view obtained is 30 degrees off of north 
which, at 6:00 AM, the sun is located about 
60 degrees. The sun will be viewable as 
soon as it breaks the horizon above the wa-
ter.  

The park will be open all night, so may ar-
rive anytime before sunrise. The city and 
the police have been notified that we will be 
in the park and why we’re there, so we 
should not have a problem with the authori-
ties. 

Restrooms are not available at Selner Park. 
However ,bathroom facilities are available 
at Pioneer park, one block to the north. For 
those scopes need power, plan on bringing 
your own as there is no power at the park. 

All members and their families are welcome 
to come out to this event. Be prepared to be 
set up by sunrise  - which is around 5:30 
AM.  

If you have any other questions, or need 
more information, please contact me. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 
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FOR SALE 

“Turn Left at Orion” $17.50 

A great beginner’s book 
 

8” planisphere $ 7.00 
 

Contact Wayne Kuhn  

at 920-468-0765   
waylin98@gbonline.com 

FOR SALE 

8” Meade LX50 Schmidt Cassegrain with 
tripod and Universal Wheelie Bars for easy 
maneuvering. There are 2 lens, but I don’t 
know the sizes. Telescope is in its original 
packaging. Price to be decided. 

 

Contact Jim or Dixie Tubbs 
At 920-494-4754 

JDTUBBSGB@aol.com 

June 8th - Transit of Venus. Begins at 
sunrise. Location: Selner Park in Kewau-
nee. See accompanying article in this 
newsletter. 

June 9th - NPMAS Monthly Meeting 
7:00 - 9:00 PM. Topic: VLA by guest 
speaker Bill Dumke. Bill will talk about 
the VLA (Very Large Array), what it is, 
what it does and his experiences working 
there. Happy Joe’s Pizza to follow. Every-
one welcome. 

June 17-20th- Wisconsin Observers 
Weekend at Hartman Creek State Park  
just west of Waupaca. Registration for 
this event is closed.  

June 18th - 19th - Parmentier Observa-
tory Weekend. Dusk to Dawn. Bring your 
own scope or look through the 30”. 

June 23rd - NPMAS Board Meeting and 
BBQ. 5:30 BBQ (bring a dish to pass) and 
7:00 PM Board Meting begins. 

 FOR SALE   WANT ADS 

 THE PASSING OF AN ASTRONOMER AND FRIEND 

On Saturday, May 15, 2004 NCRAL Secretary/Treasurer and Newsletter Edi-
tor Paul Castle of Rock Island, Illinois was preparing for his astronomy club's 
public viewing night, and suffered a fatal heart attack. 

Paul was also active in the Astronomical League as a past coordinator for the 
book service, a vital player in the NOYAA award and as the coordinator for 
the A.L.’s Planetary Observers Club. He also attended many of the star par-
ties and conventions around the region. His obituary is online at http://
esterdahlmortuary.com/obits/ 

Paul will be greatly missed by those of us who knew him. He was a great 
promoter of astronomy as well as a good friend to many of us.                                         



 

NPMAS will be holding its 
annual picnic on Saturday, 
July 17th at Bay Beach 
Amusement Park at shelter 
number 7 from 2:00 PM to 
9:00 PM. 

This event is for NPMAS 
members and their families. 
Everyone is to bring their 
own food for the grill as 
well as a dish to pass. Any-
one that can bring a grill to 

help out with the cooking, 
it would be appreciated. 

Bay Beach and the nearby 
Wildlife Sanctuary offer a 
host of activities - nature 
walks, amusement rides, 
mini golf and go carts.   

Free ride tickets will be 
given out the first 10 peo-
ple or families that show 
up for the picnic..   

NPMAS PICNIC  - JULY 17th 
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After dinner, members can 
head out to Parmentier Ob-
servatory for a night of ob-
serving with their telescopes 
and/or binoculars. Or sneek 
a peek through the 30”. 

Come out and join the fun. 

MOON OBSERVERS NEEDED TO OBSERVE, RECORD LTP’S 

 I am sending this letter to inform 
you of the need for lunar observ-
ers. They are needed to participate 
in a global effort to monitor the 
Moon for Lunar Transient Phe-
nomena.  Lunar Transient Phe-
nomena is short lived changes 
detected on the Moon and can 
c o n s i s t  o f  g l o w s , 
flashes, darkening of lunar fea-
tures and red and blue color phe-
nomena. 

It is generally expected that ob-
servers participating with this 
program would have a back-
ground in lunar observing. This is 
very helpful but should not dis-
courage the newcomer to lunar 
observing. I have established a 
manual for frequently asked ques-
tions about how to observe and 
document lunar transient phenom-
ena. Also there are many books 
on lunar observing that have been 
published that will assists the ob-

server in a better understanding of 
this subject.  

You are probably wondering what 
is this going to cost you. In the 
form of money nothing. I require 
no dues or fees for your participa-
tion. I only require that you ob-
serve, document, and submit ob-
servations. The time commitment 
to the program is up to you. There 
are generally four levels of par-
ticipation. The first level is to just 
monitor the Moon whenever out 
observing and if you detect some-
thing unusual you submit a report 
and if possible activate the lunar 
transient phenomena network to 
attempt to get a confirmation. The 
second level is to systematically 
observe selected features on the 
Moon monitoring them for any 
changes or abnormal appearance. 
The third level is to participate in 
coordinated observing sessions of 
a specific lunar feature, recording 

and documenting what is ob-
served during that observing win-
dow and submitting your reports 
to be evaluated and analyzed. The 
fourth level would be to monitor 
the Moon during a space mission 
to the Moon. 

If you want to become a part of 
this international program click on 
my web site and complete the 
registration form and join the 
great adventure. 

The website is:   
http://www.lpl.arizona.edu/~rhill/
alpo/lunarstuff/ltp.html 

 
Thank You. 
David O. Darling 
Association of Lunar and Plane-
tary Observers & British Astro-
nomical Association, Assistant 
Lunar Transient Phenomena Re-
corder 

Email: DOD121252@aol.com  



 

By Gerry Kocken 

On Friday morning, I picked 
up George, Don and Katrina at 
their house about 8:30 am after 
Jacob was off to school. We 
decided to take HY 151 
through Madison and on to 
Dubuque, Iowa. We stopped in 
Mineral Point to eat breakfast.  
(I would not recommend this 
place to anyone.)  Well on to 
Burlington via Highway 61. 
We got about 30 miles from 
Burlington on 61 when Don 
and Kat wanted to do a little 
geocaching.  (Don and Kat’s 
new hobby which turned out to 
be quite fun.)   Don pulled out 
the GPS unit and found a site 
about 3 miles west of the high-
way. We decided to drive out 
of our way to find the cache. 
We rounded a hill and a curve 
and low and behold was the 
John W. Witte Observatory 
and the Prugh-Carver Observa-
tory of the Southeastern Iowa 
Astronomy Club. What a sur-
prise. We now knew where to 
go for observing. After scout-
ing around and photographing 
our find, we arrived at the 
AmericInn, in Burlington, 
Iowa about 4:30 pm. We 
checked in and registered for 
the convention. After looking 
around and getting the lay of 
the land, we decided to go out 
for dinner. We ended up at 
nice restaurant downtown on 
the Mississippi. We did the 
pool thing when we got back 
to the hotel. 

The convention was held at 
Southeastern Iowa Community 
College. The next day con-

sisted of numerous talks, with 
a lot of great door prizes. Our 
club member, Terry Becker 
won the grand prize of a Har-
din telescope. The best 
speaker was Jim Miller on a 
meteorite that he had found 
back in the 1940’s. He still 
has it today. Its 16#, and is 
about the size of a football 
valued at about 3 to 3.5 mil-
lion dollars. I won’t get into 
his story because we invited 
him to Green Bay for a talk. 
He graciously accepted the 
invitation. We now have to 
set up a time and location for 
this. He is an extremely ener-
getic and fascinating individ-
ual.   I had lunch with Jim 
and his wife. He share some 
more great stories about the 
atomic bombs that were built 
underground in the nearby 
ammo factory and dropped in 
Japan. I had the full history 
lesson because Jim worked 
there at time. Also we talked 
about his big game hunting.   
Again, I will let him share 
some of those stories when 
he visits and for those who 
are interested. That night we 
partied in DeWitt room with 
the Bachtell’s and John Beck 
from DPAS. 

The next morning we went 
out for a little geocaching, 
saw some local parks and had 
breakfast with Dave and 
Julia. When we got back to 
the hotel at about 9:30 in the 
morning, Jim Miller was 
waiting for us by my truck. 
He invited us to his house 
before we left to see his 

NCRAL REGIONAL CONVENTION REVIEW 
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mounts of big game hunting, 
his displays along with his 
house and his meteorite of 
course.  (I think I made a new 
friend.) 

We left Burlington about 
10:30 and arrived back in 
Green Bay about 5:00 on Sun-
day afternoon. This was an-
other great trip with lots of 
fond memories. 

Convention speaker Jim Miller 
holding his 16 pound meteorite . 

 

Welcome to Burlington, IA!  
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F A R - O U T  I D E A S  
By Patrick L. Barry  

Ever had a great idea for a new spacecraft propulsion system, or for a new kind of Mars rover? Have you ever 
wondered how such “dinner napkin sketches” evolve into real hardware flying real missions out in the cold 
blackness of space? 

The road to reality for each idea is a unique story, but NASA has defined some common steps and stages that 
all fledgling space technologies must go through as they’re nursed from infancy to ignition and liftoff. 

Suppose, for example, that you’ve thought of a new way to shield astronauts from harmful radiation during 
long space missions. In the first stage, you would simply “flesh out” the idea: Write it down, check the phys-
ics, and do some quick experiments to test your assumptions. 

If the idea still looks good, the next step is to build a “proof of concept.” This is the “science fair project” 
stage, where you put together a nifty demonstration on a low budget - just to see that the idea can work. 

For your radiation shielding idea, for example, you might show how a Geiger counter inside a miniature mock-
up doesn’t start clicking when some radioactive cobalt-60 is held nearby. The shielding really works! 

“Some conditions for space flight cannot be adequately simulated here on Earth,” Steven says. Colbalt-60 
doesn’t truly mimic the diverse mixture of radiation in space, for example, and true microgravity of orbit is 
needed to test some technologies, such as delicate unfolding of a vast gossamer solar sail. Other technologies, 
such as artificial intelligence control systems, must be flight tested just because they’re so radically new that 
mission commanders won’t trust them based solely on lab tests. 

Steven in the manager of NASA’s New Millennium Program (NMP), which does this sort of testing: Sending 
things to space and seeing if they work. In recent years NMP has tested ion engines and autonomous naviga-
tion on the Deep Space 1 spacecraft, a new “hyper spectral” imager on the Earth Observing satellite, and doz-
ens of other “high risk” technologies. 

Thanks to the NMP, lots of dinner napkin sketches have become real and they’re heading for space. You can 
learn more at the NMP website, http://nmp.nasa.gov/ 

 

This article was provided by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, under contract 
with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 



NPMAS OBSERVING SITES 
NPMAS members have access to two observing sites. Both 
are located on private land and belong to members of our 
club. 

Parmentier Observatory is home to the larg-
est private observatory in Wisconsin housing a 
30” classical Cassegrain. Members may view 
through the 30” or bring their own scopes and 
set up in the field below. 

        Observatory Number:      920-845-5626 
                                Ron Parmentier Home:    920-336-5878 

Crivitz Observing site is the private residence of Dave & 
Carol Jorgenson. Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 
100 acres of land, this site offers some of the darkest skies 
around. The field is equipped with electricity and a cabin is 
close by available for your use. Call ahead to make arrange-
ments.  
               Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home:  715-757-3296 

President:                              Katrina DeWitt                                  
                             cool-kat1@tds.net 

                                 920-405-8534 
 
Vice President:                           Ray Nancoz 
                                                 rayn@itol.com 
                                                  920-746-0428 
 
Treasurer:                                Dick Francini 
                                dfrancini@polycello.com 
                                                  920-338-8504 
 
Secretary:                       Amy Hannon-Drew 
                                    momran2@yahoo.com  
                                                  920-499-0395 
 
Board Members: 
  
Tom Cashman               tcash99930@aol.com 
Don DeWitt                           ddewitt@tds.net 
Gerry Kocken            gerryk@kockenwi.com    
Steve Mofle         moflephoto@gbonline.com    
Jim Vareka                        jbkn@lakefield.net 

NPMAS CLUB LOANER 
TELESCOPES 

NPMAS members are eligible to use, free of charge, 
for a one month period, one of the two club tele-
scopes available. Please contact the person in 
charge of the telescope you wish to use to make ar-
rangements. 

                        

                             10” Dobsonian Telescope 
                                  Don DeWitt          920-405-8534 
                                                           ddewitt@tds.net 

 

                        8” Triple Axis Newtonian 
                                  Ron Parmentier   920-336-5878 

                          

NPMAS Staff 
AL Awards Coordinator                 Tom Cashman 
ALCor                                           Ron Parmentier                               
Website                                              Don DeWitt 
Night Sky Network                       Katrina DeWitt 
                                                        Gerry Kocken 
                                                           Steve Mofle 
Committee Chairs 
Program                                      George McCourt 
Membership                                      Wayne Kuhn 
Properties                                        Gerry Kocken 
Observatory                                    Gerry Kocken 
Public Outreach                            Katrina DeWitt 
Messier Marathon                            Mike Monfils 
Astronomy Day                      Amy Hannon-Drew 
                                                             Lynn Ward 
Club Picnic                                          ??????? 
October Field Trip                        Katrina DeWitt 
                                                        Ty Westbrook 
 



The Eyepiece Info 
The Eyepiece is a monthly 
publication of the Neville Pub-
lic Museum Astronomical 
Society. Material in The Eye-
piece may be reprinted for non 
profit use with proper credit 
and consent from both the 
editor and writer. 
The editor reserves the right to 
accept or refuse, edit for con-
tent etc., any article or image 
submitted for publication. 
The cut away eyepiece dia-
gram is used with permission 
from Orion Telescopes and 
Binoculars.  

Transit of Venus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 08, 2004 

Editor: Katrina DeWitt 
Electronic Submissions: 

cool-kat1@tds.net  
Hardcopy submissions:  

The Eyepiece 
1081 Raleigh Street 

Green Bay, WI 54304 

 
 


