
-1-

G R E E N  B AY,  W I

Month ly  Pub l i ca t ion  o f  the  Nev i l le  Pub l i c  Museum Ast ronomica l  Soc ie ty  

The Eyepiece is a monthly publication of the Neville Public Museum Astronomical Society. Material in The Eyepiece may
be reprinted for nonprofit use with proper credit and consent from both the editor and writer. The editor reserves the right
to accept or refuse, edit for content etc., any article or image submitted for publication.

What’s up:
Meetings, 

Events and 

Star Parties . . . . . Pg. 2

Planet Watch  . . . Pg. 3

Astrofest  . . . . Pgs. 4-5

Comet Watch  . . . Pg. 6

NPMAS New 

Members  . . . . . . Pg. 7

NPMAS Club Loaner

Telescopes
NPMAS members may use,
free of charge, for a one
month, one of the two club
telescopes available. For
more details, please contact
Gerry Kocken, Properties
Chair, at 920-336-8594.

A Season of Changes
by Anthony J. Kroes

Everything changes.  The seasons roll by, bringing us fall, and with it come colored
leaves and sparkling blue skies.  The change also brings longer nights (yeah!) and
dropping temperatures (boo!).  As the world around us changes, so does our club.  We
get new members, people observe new things, new awards are earned, and so on.  

This year we enter fall with more changes than usual.  We start with the most
important – the club Presidency.  Katrina Dewitt has respectfully stepped down as
club President and Board Member (see Katrina’s letter in this issue).  Please join me
in thanking Katrina for many years of hard work and grueling labor keeping the club
on track and getting it where it is today.  The Presidency has passed to the capable
hands of Gerry Kocken (see the September Board Meeting minutes in this issue for
details).  Please join me in welcoming Gerry to the position.  His energy, ideas, and
attention to detail are sure to keep the club on track!

While things are changing, I suppose you might be wondering who I am and why I
am writing this….  As Katrina Dewitt stepped back to pursue other interests and
hobbies more intently, the position of Newsletter Editor also became available.  The
husband and wife team of Anthony J. Kroes and Tara Adsit are stepping up to fill
those big shoes.  Tara is a graphic designer by profession and an accomplished artist
also.  She will be doing the layout and graphics work for each issue.  Tara has some
great ideas and a lot of talent and will be directing both toward improving the
newsletter. As I am the Wordsmith of the family, the task of editing the newsletter
content falls to me.  As time permits, I will also be writing a few of the newsletter’s
regular columns and an article or two here and there as well.  Hopefully you, the
membership, will be satisfied with the quality of both of our efforts!

We plan on keeping much of the current content, but as you can see already from
the front page, the layout has changed dramatically!  We will add a lot of new
content, and a few old ideas will be making a comeback.  Look for features such as
the Planet Watch and Comet Watch, the Quick Calendar, Minutes from the Club and
Board meetings, Awards Listings, Gadget Reviews, NPMAS New Member,
Classifieds, Astrophoto of the Month, and of course, articles written by you the
membership! Please forward any submissions, suggestions, concerns, or ideas
directly to eyepiece@cdo-astro.com. 

Here’s looking toward the future and the many exciting issues of The Eyepiece 
to come!
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Meetings,
Events & Star Parties

October 5-9 

Enchanted Skies Star Party
Socorro, New Mexico
Contact: dfinley@nrao.edu

October 13 

NPMAS club meeting
7-9pm
The annual Jim Sentowski
‘Mystery Talk’

You must show up to see what all
the fuss is about!

October 20 

Orionid Meteor Shower Peak
Best viewing after midnight on
the night of 20/21, but keep a
lookout a few days before and
after for residuals.

October 27 

Total Lunar Eclipse
Begins 8:14 PM
Mid totality at 10:04 PM
Ends 11:54 PM

Nice high moon, at an early
hour, not too cold (we hope!),
what else could you ask for?!

Long Range Planning:

November 12-14 

Kroes Observing Weekend
(K.O.W.?)

Enjoy a weekend of crisp
November nights at the Cedar
Drive Observatory.  Come for
observing. Stay all night and
camp.  Fairly dark skies and lots
of room! Details in the next issue
of The Eyepiece. 

Minutes of the September 8 Meeting 

by Amy Hannon-Drew

The September meeting was held at the Barlow Planetarium in Menasha
on September 8.  About 29 NPMAS members and family attended a
spectacular show about the night skies of Wisconsin.  We learned about 
the folklore surrounding the constellations as well as some star hopping
methods to find the constellations.  The planetarium then showed off a
little bit and took us through a virtual reality ride, through black holes,
around and around a Mobius strip, and into the center of the galaxy!

After the show, we held a short meeting. Upcoming events were discussed,
including Astro-Fest and the Chicago field trip on October 23. Sign up for
the field trip is due by October 1. The cost per person is $25. It will be a fun
day, so sign up soon! 

Fall is renewal time, so Club dues will be due soon.  Magazines, calendars,
etc. will be for sale as well.  Contact Dick Francini, or come to our next
meeting if you have any questions!

Club member Dick Francini received an observing award for the 
Double Star Club.  Congratulations Dick!

The meeting adjourned (we were kicked out!) about 8:20pm, so we 
headed for Pizza Hut.  About 15 people went over and had pizza and 
more fun! Some final arrangements were discussed for the upcoming
Astro-Fest event!

Call for Content!

by Anthony J. Kroes

As the newsletter editor, it is my privilege to continue an age-old tradition
handed down to me by a long line of previous newsletter editors:  The ‘Call
for Content’!  We are looking for content of all kinds for the newsletter, but
would rather the membership contribute it – variety is the spice of life!  So,
to fulfill my solemn duty, I hereby request (beg for!) content.  

Been to a star party lately?  Bought a new telescope or gadget? Read a good
book?  Had a good (or bad) observing session?  Write something for us!
Write a review, a reflection, or even poetry.  You can send just a paragraph,
or a complete dissertation.  You don’t need permission to send, but if you
know you are going to write something, you are welcome to let us know
ahead of time.  We will not publish editorials, rants, or politics, so stick to
the facts, but anything else astronomical goes!  The editor does reserve the
right to judge content suitability, and may also adjust submissions for
minor spelling, punctuation, and grammar issues.

Give us a hand – let us, and the entire membership, know what you have
done, seen, or experienced!
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Board Meeting September 22, 2004

by Amy Hannon-Drew

A board meeting was held at Kocken & Associates on Grant St.
in DePere, on Wednesday, September 22 at 7:00 pm. In
attendance were: Ron Parmentier, Steve Mofle, Jim Vareka,
Tom Cashman, Ray Nancoz, Katrina DeWitt, Don DeWitt,
George McCourt, Amy Hannon-Drew, Gerry Kocken, and 
Lynn Ward. 

First on the agenda was Astronomy Day 2004. We took a look
to see what areas could be improved upon. We felt that the
day was an overall success. Some areas of improvement
discussed were: more aggressive advertising, getting a Starlab,
and getting more involvement from club members. 

Next on the agenda was the newsletter. Katrina has stepped
down as editor and Tony and Tara Kroes have stepped in to do
the job! The cost of the newsletter was discussed. We found
that the cost of doing the newsletter has risen over the past
few years. To avoid having to raise the dues in order to cover
the cost, a motion was made by Gerry Kocken to have the
newsletter available in electronic format only, to be accessed
by members on the NPMAS website or emailed directly to
members as an attachment. Steve Mofle seconded the motion
and it was carried by a unanimous vote.

The Holiday dinner was discussed. It will be held Wednesday
evening, January 12, 2005. There will be no club meeting in
January. Gerry Kocken will check into meeting at the Rock
Garden for that evening.

A long discussion followed regarding the 2005 calendar of
events. Most of the year was taken care of. One fun addition is
a ‘Telescope of the Month’ segment. You will have to wait for
the official calendar to come out to see what else is coming!
Some areas yet to be discussed were public observing
weekends and POWs. These will be discussed at the next
board meeting.

Last on the agenda was the resignation of Katrina DeWitt as
President and Board member of the club. Katrina stated that
she enjoyed her time serving the club as President, “however, 
I have found new interests and activities that have been
occupying a majority of my time and attention. Knowing that
I cannot fulfill my duties to this club and its members to the
extent that it demands, I am submitting my resignation”. 
Club bylaws state that the Vice President should step in as
President. Ray respectfully declined. The position then falls to
any board member that has already served a full term on the
board. Amy nominated Gerry Kocken. Don DeWitt seconded
the nomination and a unanimous vote to elect Gerry
followed. Congratulation Gerry!

Our next board meeting will be on Wednesday, October 27 at
Kocken & Associates on Grant St. in DePere. Remember, all of
you are welcome and encouraged to attend! Meeting
adjourned at 9:30pm.

Planet 
Watch 
For 
October

by Wayne E. Kuhn

Mercury is in superior conjunction on 
October 5th and is not visible this month. 

Venus rises about 3.5 hours before the Sun
and stands about 20 degrees high in the east at
the beginning of morning twilight. It shines at
magnitude –4.1 and is 15.1” in size. 

Earth Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday,
October 31st.

Earth’s Moon: Moon reaches apogee 
(404,326 km from the Earth) on the 5th at 
5:00 PM CDT. Last Quarter Moon is at 
5:12 AM CDT on the 6th.    New Moon is at 
9:48 PM CDT on the 13th.  Moon reaches
perigee (367,758 km from Earth), on the 17th
at 8:00 PM CDT. First Quarter Moon is on the
20th at 4:59 PM CDT.    The full Hunter’s Moon
is on the 27th at 10:07 PM CDT. A TOTAL
LUNAR ECLIPSE WILL BE VISIBLE!!! 

Mars slowly emerges in the east-southeastern
dawn sky during the last week of October. 

Jupiter becomes visible in the dawn twilight
and will stand about 10 degrees high in the
east-southeast by the end of the month. It is in
Virgo, shines at magnitude -1.7, and is 30.7" in
apparent size.

Saturn is in Gemini and rises by 11:00 PM in
the east-northeast. It stands about 60 degrees
high in the southeast at morning twilight,
shines at magnitude 0.2, and is 18.1” in size. 

Uranus is in the constellation of Aquarius all
night, shines at magnitude 5.8, and is 3.6” 
in size.

Neptune is in the constellation Capricornus,
shines at magnitude 7.9, and is 2.3” in size. 

Pluto is in the constellation Ophiuchus, shines
at magnitude 13.9, and is 0.1” in size.
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Astrofest 2004
by Gerry Kocken

Most of the group going to this year’s Astrofest met at my office at 8:00 am to
pack and repack the trailer.  At 8:45 we were on our way with a three-car
caravan.  We had Wayne Kuhn, Mike and Fran Monfiles, Janice Francini, (Dick
was to meet us there along with Jim Vareka and Tony Kroes) George McCourt,
Don DeWitt, Steve Mofle, Ray Nancoz, and myself.  We arrived in Kenosha for
breakfast at about 11:00.  After breakfast, we continued on down to Vana’s,
Southwest of Kankakee.  This is the first Astrofest at this new site.  All went well
and we arrived at about 2:00.  We quickly staked our claim for our tent city,
scope city, and the dinner area.  We were able to take a quick tour of Vana’s
prior to dinner.  Tony and Dick arrived after we had our tents set.  After dinner
we finished setting up our scopes for a night of viewing.  Clouds from
hurricane Ivan moved in early.  We waited untill about 11:30 for the front to
move through.  After that the skies were OK, but the Chicago and Kankakee
lights were reflecting off the clouds to the North and East.  I was able to bag
some Herschels.  I went to bed about 1:30, tired from the drive and being up
since 5:00 in the morning.

Friday was pleasant and clear, but windy.  After breakfast I spent most of the
day viewing vendors’ wares, looking over the site, playing the bean toss game,
and negotiating for equipment.  I took Ray into town so he could buy some ice
and a new air mattress.  Back at Vana’s,  I bought a 12mm Nagler eyepiece with
the money my wife Jean gave me for my birthday last week.  Like everyone in
our group, I bought tickets to the shopping spree raffle they held on Saturday

at 1:30.  First prize was a $4000 spree, second
prize was $2000, and third prize was $1000.
Of course I dreamed about what I would
spend that on. After dinner, the weather
stayed mostly clear with a little haze until
11:30 when it started to cloud up.  I went to
bed.  I think some of the others got up about
3:00 to view Saturn.  

“Tent City” camping area at Astrofest.

L to R: Gerry Kocken, Steve Mofle,
George McCourt, and Ray Nancoz

packing the trailer at Gerry Kocken’s office
for the journey to Astrofest.

On Saturday Don DeWitt selling two-color 
LED flashlights at the Flea Market.

L to R: Jim Vareka, Gerry Kocken, George McCourt, Ray Nancoz,
Steve Mofle, Fran Monfils, Dick Francini, Mike Monfils, Don DeWit,
Tony Kroes, and Wayne Kuhn kneeling in front.
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Saturday was another nice day.  We played
games and dreamed more of the shopping
spree.  1:30 came and went and I was not a
winner.  However the club did have a winner
—  Wayne Kuhn won the $1000 shopping
spree.  Congratulations Wayne!  He felt he
didn’t need additional equipment, so he sold
me the shopping spree for a reduced cost.
Guess what I did?  I renegotiated the 12mm
Nagler, bought a 26mm Nagler, a carrying
case and a storm cover for my Stellarvue,
with some other miscellaneous items.  
Now that was fun!  

After the raffle, some people went for a hike in the corn maze. Night came and
thin clouds were streaking by, but you could view through them to see double
stars and bright objects, but not Herschels.
This was the case all night.  I started viewing,
but decided to sit and talk untill 1:00.  On
Sunday morning everyone packed up for the
long trip home.  We stopped for breakfast as
usual, and arrived home about 3:00. 

Vana’s, in my opinion, turned out to be OK.
The viewing field was a little rough, but the horizon was very good. Although
we didn’t need the sky glow from Chicago, the skies were fairly dark. The
portable showers were OK if you had sandals and a counterweight for the pull
string on the shower, and the portable toilets were kept clean and stocked with
fresh supplies daily.  With a few modifications that were promised for next
year, this could be a good site.

Flea Market
There was good stuff and there was junk!

Observing Field

“The People Moo-ver”
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Comet Watch
by Anthony J. Kroes

As a renewed feature, Comet
Watch will be spotlighting bright
or interesting comets available
for viewing during the month.  

The two brightest comets out
right now, C/2003 K4 (LINEAR)
at magnitude 5.3 and C/2004 R2
(ASAS) at magnitude 7.4 are,
unfortunately, not visible 
for us as both are currently
approaching perihelion, setting
and rising with the sun over the
course of the month.  K4 will
continue to brighten as it heads
south for the winter, and is
expected to remain around
magnitude 6.0 as it passes Earth
by about 1.15 AU near the end of
December.  R2 will be heading
up into the Western sky just after
sunset near the end of the
month, but by the time it is far
enough from the sun to see, it
will have faded dramatically and
is expected to be magnitude 10
or dimmer.

On a happier note, the third
brightest comet, C/2004 Q2
(Machholz) will be visible for us
all month long hovering low to
the south.  It will be about
magnitude 9.5 and a wee 17
degrees above the horizon early
in the month, dipping a bit to 13
degrees above the horizon as the
month ends, but brightening to
nearly magnitude 8.2 by then.
Transit time is 3:45 AM, so go out
within a half hour of that to get
the best view!

Comet web site of the month:
NASA/JPL’s ‘Comet Observation
Home Page’

Go to http://encke.jpl.nasa.gov
for a very nice site showing new
comets, old comets, images,
ephemerides, orbital diagrams,
finder charts, brightness
estimates – the works!

Passing the Torch

Dear NPMAS Members:

Below you will find a letter that I had given to all Board members at
the September 22nd Board Meeting.

Board of Directors,

I am writing this message to inform each of you that I enjoyed my time
serving this club as its President. However, I have found new interests
and activities that have been occupying a majority of my time and
attention. Knowing that I cannot fulfill my duties to this club and its
members to the extent that it demands, I am submitting my
resignation as President and Board member effective when a new
President is chosen.

At the same meeting, the Board has dutifully elected a new President:
Gerry Kocken. Gerry has graciously accepted the position and is
settling into his new role well. While I am taking a step back, I will still
be involved with the club and its public outreach programs. 

Thank you all for allowing me the opportunity to serve on the Board
for these past eleven years. It has been a wonderful and fulfilling
experience. Best of luck to Gerry on his new position as President.

Sincerely,

Katrina DeWitt

Worthy of Note

by Anthony J. Kroes

During the month of September, the following club members were
recognized for their work and achievement regarding things astronomical:

Dick Francini was awarded the Double Star Club pin and certificate #268,
7/28/2004, for observations and drawings of 100 double stars.

Anthony J. Kroes was awarded the Asteroid Observing Club pin and ‘Gold’
certificate, #25, 8/21/2004, for observations and orbital measurements of
100 asteroids.

Congratulations Dick and Tony - keep up the good work!  Watch out next
issue for the first installment in the long-awaited A.L. Observing Club
‘How-To’ series explaining the highs, lows, hows, and whys of completing
each of the A.L.’s 22 different observing clubs.

We are trying to get the club awards web page up to date also, so if anyone
in the membership is currently actively working toward one (or more) of
the A.L. Observing Clubs, please let us know!  Also, would anyone who has
received a Certificate in the last few months please contact me so I can add
your information to the web site?  Thanks!
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Gerry Kocken, President
gerryk@kockenwi.com 
(920-336-8594)
Ray Nancoz, Vice President
alcor@doorastronomy.org  
(920-746-0428)
Dick Francini, Treasurer
dfrancini@polycello.com
(920-338-8504)
Amy Hannon-Drew, Secretary
momran2@yahoo.com
(920-499-0395)

Board Members:
Tom Cashman
tcash99930@aol.com
Don DeWitt  ddewitt@tds.net
Steve Mofle
moflephoto@gbonline.com
Jim Vareka  jbkn@lakefield.net

NPMAS Staff:
AL Awards Coordinator

Tom Cashman
ALCor Ron Parmentier 
Website Don DeWitt
Night Sky Network Katrina DeWitt

Gerry Kocken
Steve Mofle

Committee Chairs:
Program George McCourt
Membership Wayne Kuhn
Properties Gerry Kocken
Observatory Gerry Kocken
Public Outreach Katrina DeWitt
Messier Marathon Mike Monfils
Astronomy Day Amy Hannon-Drew

Lynn Ward
Club Picnic Katrina DeWitt
October Field Trip Katrina DeWitt

Ty Westbrook

NPMAS Board 2004 Committee
Chairs

NPMAS  Observing Sites

NPMAS members have access to three observing sites located on
private land and belonging to members of our club.

Parmentier Observatory — largest private observatory in WI
housing a 30” classical Cassegrain. Members may view through the
30” or bring their own scopes and set up in the field below.
Observatory Number: 920-845-5626
Ron Parmentier Home: 920-336-5878

Crivitz Observing — private residence of Dave & Carol Jorgenson.
Located in the Northwoods of Wisconsin on 100 acres of land, this
site offers some of the darkest skies around. The field is equipped
with electricity and a cabin is available for use. Call ahead to make
arrangements.
Dave & Carol Jorgenson Home: 715-757-3296

Cedar Drive Observatory — private residence of Tony Kroes and
Tara Adsit. Located in Pulaski on 10 acres of land.  Call ahead to
make arrangements.
Tony Kroes Home: 920-822-4959

NPMAS
New Members

by Wayne Kuhn

We had two new members join
the NPMAS in September: 

Greg Jelinski
N9110 Pines Road
Wausaukee WI. 54177
715-854-2262
Gregjel@Direcway.com 
Greg owns a Meade LXD55 10"
telescope.

Joseph Long
1139 Roland Lane #13
Green Bay, WI 54303
920-819-1585
jlong2@new.rr.com 
Joe has been interested in astronomy
all his life but never owned a
telescope until about a month ago.
He now owns a Meade ETX90 that 
he has used three times so far.
Joe is single and works for 
WFRV TV 5, running and
maintaining their satellite truck and
other equipment at their Valley
bureau. He found out about the
NPMAS through the Internet and
hopes to learn more about his
telescope and astronomy with the
help of the club’s membership.

Magazine Renewals

Last chance for on-time magazine renewals,
goodies order, and club membership dues!  If you
haven’t sent Dick Francini your renewal, please do
so now.  Don’t wait for the October meeting, put
them in the mail tomorrow!  Make sure you add in
for the extra items like the RASC Handbook and
calendar.  You already have the stamped return
envelope, so why wait?  When Dick gets a good
number of them in hand, he will send them in.  The earlier he does, the
better everyone’s chances for uninterrupted subscriptions.  He will send in
another batch if enough come in late, but you may miss an issue if you
wait. After the August meeting, forms will be mailed out to members. If
you have any questions, please contact Treasurer Dick Francini.

Wequiock School Star Party

by Katrina DeWitt

On Thursday, October 7, I will be hosting a star party at Wequiock
Elementary School for approximately 70 to 90 cub scouts and their
parents. The event will run from 6:30 to 8:00 PM.

The star party will begin with a short introduction to the night sky,
followed by telescope observing. To make this event a success, I am
looking for volunteers to help out by setting up their telescopes. In 
the case of clouds, astronomy activities will be planned.

If you are able to help out by setting up your scope, please send me an
email or call me at home. Thanks in advance for your help!
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